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Time flies faster than a weaver’s shuttle.

Our connected and very
generous Abbotsleigh
community

Mrs Megan Krimmer
Headmistress

Thank you so much to every member of our community
who was able to donate to our Giving Day, which took
place last Thursday. Every dollar makes a significant
difference, and | am deeply grateful to our very generous
community. | am equally grateful to all members of our
Abbotsleigh Foundation, matching donors, parents and
Old Girls who not only donated but also gave up so much
of their time making phone calls for this worthwhile
cause.

As a result, over $340 000 was raised, ensuring a number
of young women who, in their wildest of dreams, would
never have thought that coming to Abbotsleigh was
possible, will now be able to experience the unique and
transformative education that our great school provides.

The spirit of philanthropy in our Abbotsleigh community
knows no bounds - thank you from the bottom of my
heart.

Megan

ABBOTSLEIGH
FOUNDATION
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Abbotsleigh
commemorates
Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day is a very special day. At the 11th hour
on the 11th day of the 11th month, people throughout our
nation stopped what they were doing to commemorate
the exact time when the guns on the Western Front were
to fall silent, marking the end of what was arguably the
most widespread and destructive war in the world to date:
World War | — the war to end all wars.

Sadly, as you know, World War | did not end all wars and,
as | said to our senior girls on Tuesday, it was a mere

21 years later that World War Il broke out, throwing the
world into misery, abject destruction, loss and horror once
again.

The year 2025 marks 80 years since the end of World War
1. It would be wonderful to say that World War Il marked
the end of all wars; however, we know only too well that
this is not the case. Our world is certainly broken!

There is nothing glorious about war itself; indeed, war
is horrible. However, there is much to glorify about the
human spirit of those who have fought and worked for
us in so many conflicts and peacekeeping operations.
In World War [, all the courageous Australian men and
women who served as soldiers, doctors, nurses and in
many other capacities were volunteers, as were many

in the wars and operations that have followed since.
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Their actions and phenomenal sacrifice have meant that
today, we can live in freedom and peace in a strong and
democratic nation.

This week, our Junior School girls acknowledged
Remembrance Day in their Chapel Services, and our
Senior School girls, led by our Prefects Laura Jones, Chloe
Palmer, Anna Wallwork, Mackenzie Mullarkey, Caitlin
Tan, Madeline Duffy and Demi Green, commemorated
Remembrance Day in a special service. We especially
thank Annika Loel (Year 11/12), who played the Last Post
and Amber Johnson (Year 11/12), who played the Rouse.
The girls played beautifully, and we were very honoured
that Annika used her great-grandfather’s service bugle to
play the Last Post.

In addition to our services at school, a number of
Abbotsleigh girls and their teachers honoured all women
and men past and present who have fought and worked
for peace and freedom at the Ku-Ring-Gai and Hornsby
Remembrance Day Services. Mrs Jodie Maffey and Year
6 girls Malia Srikanth and Hannah Wotton, as well as
History teacher Mrs Adrienne Counsell, and Year 9 girls
Sarai Ades, Melody Cui, Meredith Evans, Aaliyah Fisher,
Abigail Spitzer and Caitlin Watters, represented us at the
Roseville Ceremony. History teacher Mr Tommy Bruce,
and Year 9 girls Mira Bhardwaj, Eleanor Ceeney, Alina
Lim, Isabel Mi, Gabriela Popescu and Scarlett Rose,
represented us at the Hornsby ceremony.
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Moreover, last Friday, a group of Year 9 girls - Elli
Apostolidis, Sophie Boydell, Meredith Evans, Zoya

Khan, Sophia Kwok, Michelle Liu, Annabelle MacLeod,
Emilie Nguyen, Aurelia Perry, Caitlyn Saurajen, Chloe
Valmadre, Emma Wang, Eliya Weerakoon and Isabella
Zhao - together with History teachers Mrs Sarah MaclLeod
(HoD) and Mr Tommy Bruce, represented Abbotsleigh at
the 2025 Sydney Commemorative Service for General Sir
John Monash, run by the Spirit of Australia Foundation, at
Shore School. Please read below Professor Roland Perry’s
excellent citation about Sir John Monash, which was
included in the program.

| would like to thank all the girls and their teachers who
represented us, as well as those involved in our school's
Remembrance Day Services on Tuesday.

Remembrance Day is about honouring the people who
have made the ultimate sacrifice; they were ordinary
people who did extraordinary things, in the most
shocking of conditions. Remembrance Day is also about
hope; hope that wars do come to an end and that peace
and freedom prevail.

In what seems to be our increasingly fractured and
polarised world, | encourage every member of our
community to hold on to this great hope

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
sons of God...

Matthew 5:9
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The Spirit of Australia Foundation
Monash Commemorative Service

by Professor Roland Perry

From the Spirit of Australia Foundation Program,
7 November 2025, Shore School

General Sir John Monash ccvc kcs vp
27 June 1865 — 8 October 1931

Commander 4th Australian Infantry
Brigade - Gallipoli 1915

General Officer Commanding
Australian Army Corps - France 1918

Chairman State Electricity Commission
of Victoria — 1921-1931

Scholar, Engineer, Soldier and National Builder

Many judge General Sir John Monash (1865-1931) to be
the greatest Australian. This huge figure in history is

a man of apparent contradictions. He is a warrior and
an academic; a builder of bridges and an intellectual;
a barrister who never loses a case and a General who
never loses a battle; a weapons expert and a brilliant
concert hall pianist; a most compassionate individual
yet a commander with a ruthless streak. Most of all,
Monash is a classic outsider from an outsider country,
who masterminds the winning of one of the two
biggest conflicts (the Great War, 1914-1918) in history.
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Monash has to overcome four ‘handicaps of birth’
(as characterised by British historian Basil Liddell
Hart in 1925) to achieve his aims: he has German-
Jewish parents; he is born in Australia, which is
barely a national at the beginning of the War; and

he is a part-time soldier when war begins. All these
factors make Monash a non-entity in the eyes of the
British hierarchy, and they create hurdles that lesser
characters would not be able to surmount.

The brilliant and determined Monash, together with
the raw courage of the youth of a young nation, make
the world take notice of a fledgling country. This sows
the seed of how Australians come to see themselves
and their place in the world.

Monash’s most outstanding military success occurs at
the Battle of Amiens, 120 km north of Paris on 8 and 9
August 1918. He is the architect of that battle, which
the Germans feel they are certain to win. But Monash’s
genius comes to the fore in the planning and execution
of the encounter.

It sees two German armies destroyed inside 48

hours, and two further enemy reserve armies put out
of commission. Germany has 12 armies in the field.
Monash then, is responsible for defeating one third of
the entire enemy force in one decisive battle.

The Commander-in-Chief of all German forces,
General Eric Ludendorff, says that 8 August 1918 is
‘the blackest day of the war for the German Army.

We cannot now win the war, we can only defend.” By
contract, Monash is feted by the French and British
Command and the elite alike. King George V arrives
from Paris to knight him on the battlefield - the first
time this has been done since the Battle of Agincourt
in 1415.

But Monash does not stop at Amiens. He controls the
biggest single Army Corps on the Allied side. Defying
his superiors, he becomes a rogue warlord taking his
digger force on until it defeats 39 German divisions,
comprising one million soldiers, including those of the
crack Prussian Guard. This major thrust prevents the
war from dragging on for years with the loss of millions
more. Monash proves that one person with a great
mind and mission can make a difference.
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Chaplain

Grateful generosity

Rev Sarah Hobba
Senior Chaplain and Head of Christian Studies

| once heard an IT tip for creating new passwords is
to choose a combination of words that will encourage
you each time you type it. When you do something
regularly, it becomes a habit and fostering positive
messages or goals in this way can help us live them
out. This simple practice can even become a way to

commit to gratitude, reminding us to be thankful to
God and to others.

In 2 Corinthians 9, the Apostle Paul writes to the

Corinthians about supporting Christians in great need:

‘Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 7
‘You will be enriched in every way so that you can

be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” "

Through our recent Giving Day, we have seen the
incredible generosity of our community. It reflects
responses marked by gratitude that are reflective of
God'’s gracious generosity to us.

Pausing also for Remembrance Day this week, we
remember those who have served and given their lives
sacrificially for the freedoms we enjoy today, and we
reflect and respond with thankfulness.

Generosity flows from a thankful heart. May we
continue to be grateful to God and to others for all we
have received, including God’s mercy and grace seen
in Jesus Christ.

Upcoming events

WHOLE SCHOOL

To Approach the Unknowable Saturday 1 November to . .
exhibition Saturday 6 December Giziee Cernlngen St Callzsy
SchoolTV program — student wellbeing  Available to all parents on Click here to watch

resources the Parent Portal

JUNIOR SCHOOL

Year 6 Farewell Chapel Service

Transition Christmas Celebration 9-2.45 pm

Year 1 Celebration of Learning 9-2.45 pm
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Tuesday 18 November
8.30-9.30 am

Wednesday 19 November

Senior School Chapel

Transition classrooms

Thursday 20 November
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Connect-a-thon Fundraiser

Year 6 Mother Daughter Gingerbread
House making

Year 3 Soirée

Junior School Twilight Carol Service

Year 6 Farewell and Dance

SENIOR SCHOOL

Saturday sport

Year 10 Red Earth Immersion

Year 10 Immersion Week

Year 11 Assessment Week

Year 8 Wellbeing Day

Year 7 Wellbeing Day

Abbotsleigh/Knox Grammar Middle
School collaboration final event

Senior School music workshops

Year 10 Peer Connections program

Years 9 and 10 PASS excursion

Senior School Christmas Carols Service
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Friday 21 November
Times vary by year group

Friday 21 November
3.45-5.15 pm

Tuesday 25 November
6-6.30 pm

Thursday 27 November
7-8 pm

Friday 28 November
6-10 pm

Saturday 25 October and
Saturday 1 November

Friday 14 to Friday 21 November

Monday 17 to Friday 21
November

Monday 17 to Friday 21
November

Wednesday 19 November

Thursday 20 November

Friday 21 November
3-5.30 pm

Monday 24 and Tuesday 25
November

Wednesday 26 November

Thursday 27 November

Sunday 30 November
7-8 pm

Everett Hall

Everett Hall

Junior School locations

Hornsby RSL Club

Click here for times and venues

Various locations

Knox Grammmar School

Central Coast Aqua Park

Senior School Chapel
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