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MEDIA RELEASE                 
MEDIA contact: 
Mary Faith, Lisa Jones  02 9473 7878, 
gcsgallery@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au 

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery and Abbotsleigh present the 42 finalists for the Grace Cossington Smith biennial 
art award for any two dimensional media.  
The theme of this art award is ‘Making Connections’, a theme inspired by the work of Abbotsleigh Old Girl and artist 
Grace Cossington Smith who made connections with her changing world through her drawing and painting. 
This theme encapsulates the essence of art and the human experience. Each artist featured in this exhibition possesses 
a distinctive way of seeing the world, selecting thought-provoking aspects of their experiences to share and inviting us 
to connect with their unique visions.

In October 2023 the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery celebrated ten years of championing the work of artists locally 
and nationally, and providing learning experiences that foster historical and cultural awareness. We recognise that the 
art award plays a vital role in creating and connecting the Gallery to vibrant communities.

The Grace Cossington Smith art award, launched in 2014, invites submissions from Australian artists, aged over 18.
The prizes are:
$15,000 acquisitive, awarded to the winner
$2,500 awarded to an early career artist
$2,500 awarded to a local artist from Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai area

The award recipients will be announced on the opening event Friday 9 February 2024 
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Social Media:
 https://www.facebook.com/gcsgallery

     @gcsgalley

Abbotsleigh, 
Gate 7, 1666 Pacific Highway, 
Wahroonga NSW 2076 

Gallery opening times:
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery is a not-for-profit gallery, run by Abbotsleigh, serving the public through free admission and a changing 
exhibition program. 

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery respects and acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this land as the First People and Custodians of 
this country.

The Judges: 
The finalists and award winners are selected by guest judges:
Felicity Fenner, Chair, City of Sydney Public Art Advisory Panel and Associate Professor, Curating & Cultural 
Leadership, Faculty of Arts, Design & Architecture, UNSW Sydney and Dr Blair French is a curator, writer and arts 
leader. 


