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The Landscape Codex: 13. Sentinel: Dead wood overlooking our country in volatile times, I, 2022, oil, ink and encaustic wax on book-
binders board, 34 x 46 cm

A hunger for art is a constant in Julien Playoust’s 
life. A passionate advocate of the centrality of 
art in life, he is a committed artist who brings a 
questioning spirit to his practice. Julien respects 
what has transpired before him artistically and 
thinks deeply about his subject matter. He is 
open to the newest ideas in contemporary art 
and concepts, but is guided by 
the pursuit of developing his skills 
and translating them into the best 
possible pictures he can produce.

This exhibition showcases early 
studies and influences, analysis of 
landscape, and the investigation of 
family life through portraiture.

Playoust’s passion for the 
environment and respect for the 
Traditional Owners of our lands has 
worked its way into his approach 
to painting landscape – and how we 
treat it. He wants us to consider our 
impact on our surroundings.  

He lives in Sydney’s Northern Beaches and also 
runs a property in rural Central West New South 
Wales, having grown up and lived on Wiradjuri  
Country. Between his stewardship of the land, 
looking after his shearers’ livelihoods and the day-
to-day management of the farm, he will often be 
found painting, documenting and examining human 
relationships to the landscape. Living between city 
and country, he is aware of our fragile connections 
to the world, and that’s why the figure and the land 
are vital to his practice – they go hand in hand and 
this survey establishes this important aspect of his 
work. Some of his early landscape works remind 
me of the London bombsites that Frank Auerbach 
painted after World War II. They have qualities of 
the School of London about them, with wonderful 
empty spaces, gnarled sprawling forms, and 
grungy used-up paint.

Landscape, Existence III, 2020-21, oil on board, 40 x 60.5 cm

That’s why a considerable proportion of the 
exhibition is devoted to landscape and our place 
in it. “Landscape and existence are synonymous 
to me,” he says. “They are both about living in 
time and place. How we live, and our struggles 
for existence. How we co-exist with ourselves, 
our family, our community, our environment.”

Codex 1: Standing by the road, just out of Dalby, 2020, Charcoal 
and chalk on paper, 42 x 30 cm

Landscape, Existence 1 (Ghosts in the landscape), 2020-21, oil and charcoal on 
board, 40 x 60.5 cm
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