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Χ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ ŘƻƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ 
the men, their thoughts and actions, the diaries or 
journals kept by the men themselves will be of the 
greatest value.

The Register, 21 December 1918, p. 10, Adelaide, South Australia



Ψ¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ Χ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ Χ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ Χ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŀ ŘƛŀǊƛǎǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ 
a position to obtain information of any value to historians from strategic or tactical points of view, yet the 
daily and intimaterecords of individual men, their hopes and fears and feelings generally, their expressions 
of opinions concerning their officers, their mention of other men by nameΧ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
into consideration in estimating valueΦΩ

Library correspondence between Ifouldand Southwell





Χ vǳƛǘŜ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
of these things and the importance of 
bringing them together in one great 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Χ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ 
soldiers and the relatives of soldiers, 
ŀƴŘ Χ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ Χ ǘƻ ōŜ 
able to refer to their soldier boys' 
diaries permanently preserved in the 
archives of the State of New South 
WalesΧ

The Queenslander, 28 June 1919, p. 3



Build a relationship with a diarist and be able to understand more about 
WWI, to learn unknown aspects of WWI.

There was little interest in military history, military strategy or battle 
formations. 

People wanted to form an emotional connection with the diarists. 

Ψ{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦΩ 

ΨThe libraries role is not to make them heroes but to make them REALΦΩ

ΨL have a feeling this is about the people, not the ǿŀǊΩ

Ψ¢ƘŜǎŜ are people from 100 years ago. I need some form of connection to themΦΩ




