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AUSTRALASIAN

SOLDIERS’ PRIVATE DIARIES.

Australasian Soldiers who have kept Diaries al
the Front are notified that THE MITCHELL LIBRARY,
SYDNEY, desires to purchase suitable ones for pre-
servation in the State Archives. Good prices for
good material.—Address, H. N. SOUTHWELL, e/o this

office.
For the Trustees,—W. H. IFOULD, :
Principal Librarian.

The famous Mitchell Library in Sydney, which
is credited with having the greatest collection of
historical records in the world, is anxious to buy
the diaries of Australian and New Zealand soldiers
who- fought in the war. Good prices will be paid
for -suitable material, which will be preserved in
the State archives, and communications on the
subject should be sent to Mr. H. N. Southwell,
c/o THE BRITISH-AUSTRALASIAN, who represents the
Library in England. Some priceless information
may be unearthed from these documents, especially
if ‘they are left uncensored, ‘The Digger,” as we
know him, should be a picturesque historian, and

. certainly a vigorous one. Both the Australian and

New Zealand armies have produced a great deal
of unsuspected literary talent, but probably this
will be by no means one of the essential qualities
of the diaries selected .to live in Australasian his-
tory. The authorities will have to make a nice

choice between the writers who have too much

imagination and those who have none at all.




SOLDIERS’ DIARIES. |
Thousands of volumes have already been
published on the Great War, and for some
to come thousande more will be is-

sued. Some will be com and
others will deal nthvﬂ"r?i::mth
the achievements of se hdfo When

the part played by the Australians is writ-
ten the othcnl despatches will furnish
much ueeful data, but for the pereonal
feelings, doings, and relationships of the
men, their ts and actions, the
diaries or journals kept by the men them-
selves will be of the greatest value. The
Tmateu of the )ﬁtchell Lﬂmry reeopxn

Em‘thse o,nd bynul.'

‘{nent in &mi’colnm: announce h Ori-
ingness uy suc mnuenp
guul- ere wanted, not copies. Persons
aving in their possession such diaries are
asked to make copies for their own 1§,
and offer the originals to the Mitchell
Library, which is the treasure house of
Australia for choice mntnpu and rarest
booke, and is the ud‘gn.ory for the
diaries and nnporunt le written by
the men who gave Australia a place on the
scroll of fa:ae.
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the men, their thoughts and actions, the diaries or
journals kept by the men themselves will be of the

greatest value.

The Register21 December 1918, p. 10, Adelaide, South Australia
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a position to obtain information of any value to historians from strategic or tactical points of viethigyet

daily and intimaterecords of individual men, their hopes and fears and feelings generally, their expressions

of opinions concerning their officers, their mention of other menbynamd ft f (1 KSaS GKAy3a
into consideration in estimating val®eQ

Library correspondence betwedfould and Southwell






SECLDIERS’ DIARIES

The Mitchell Lihrary, Sviney, has fof
gome time been peguiring original diaries
ol Australien and New Zealand soldiers
in the great war. Already o eplendid
coliection of diarics, letters, photo-
graphs, unl sietches hus be¢n obtained,
The trustees gpre not collecting pure
relies, but are desirous of obtaining
‘n.:lauuuﬂpt. printed, and pictorial m‘:l"- LA , , ~ o
of permanent value to future 8- L . . g ¥
torians of the part taken by Amstralian X vdzhAuS LI NI FTNRY U0UKS KAauzN
Boldiers in the war. The trustees are

willing to pay soldiers and their _rela- of these things and the importance of

tives [or this material, and are offering . ] .
Bl s of T g e bringing them together in one great
aRe Froat Eofietrion b o as R O2fttSOGAZ2Y X AG A& | KAIK K2y

it is a high bonour for eoldiers and the

relatives of soldiers, and in fact ifor soldiers and the relatives of soldiers,
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Wales in this (he greatess of Atstratiss able to refer to their soldier boys

libraries. The Mitchell Library has a

wonderful coliection of Australien mass- diaries permanently preserved in the

e M SIACIM of ke pregtess ot archives of the State of New South

Coo%, Banks, Flinders, Bass, Sturt, Stue
art, Leichbardt, Burie, and Wills, Eyre, Wale@(
Mitchell ; of the t Australian Btates
men-~Wentworth, Parkes, and others ; and
it is surely a splendid thing that the

o 1 B ey sy e The Queenslande28 June 1919, p. 3

fully preserved ia this ecollection and

available for preseat and future
generations, The trustees ask that re-
turned men and their relatives should
Bot hesitate to submit the wmaterial
asked for, as every day that passes hring
greater risks that the diaries gnd leticrs
and other records will be lost or de-
stroyed. It will be seen in the adver-
tisement of the trustees in anotber col-
umn that all those who have the ry.uired
material should forward ;¢ aon approvm,
addressed to the Principal Librarian,
Micchell Librory, Sydney.
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Therewas little interest in military history, military strategy or battle

lNIERRUPIED formations.

ey Peoplewanted to form an emotional connection with the diarists.

. Builda relationship with a diarist and be able to understand more about
l WWI, to learn unknown aspects 3f\WiI.
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Whe libraries role is not to make them heroes but to make themd@®BAL

WHave a feeling this is about the people, not thé NX

W ¢ K SepBople from 100 years ago. | need some form of connection todtiéem






