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From the Headmistress

Look Up, Reach Out and Connect with Our Community
Mrs Megan Krimmer | Headmistress
The 2018/19 Prefect theme and Service Project for this year is
all about creating meaningful connections with others and I have
been so impressed with the way in which the whole school has
contributed to Anglicare's Toys 'n' Tucker campaign this term. Due
to your generosity and that of your daughters and our staff, many
people who live in poverty in our own city will have food for their
families and toys for their children this Christmas. I would like to thank Clare Luger,
Vice Head Prefect – Service, the Senior School Service Council and the girls and
staff in the Junior and Senior Schools for the brilliant way in which they have led and
supported this campaign.
Making a positive difference in the world of today is
something about which our girls, parents and staff
are passionate, and I have been delighted to see
how much our girls have given to others this year.
This term alone has seen our Senior School girls
continue to contribute to the drought appeal, raise
awareness about, and funds for, mental health,
and our Year 8 boarders write letters and send
Christmas presents to girls who attend Bunda Girls
High School in Tanzania. (It is wonderful to note
that Abbotsleigh Old Girl, Helen Hoskins (1969),
was instrumental in setting up this school.)
Additionally, last week, our Year 10s
enthusiastically embraced 12 service projects for
ALE (Applied Learning Experience). I commend to
you Miss Isobel Royston's article about the projects
where the girls undertook such things as organising
the annual concert for St Edmund's, building a
house in Fiji with Habitat for Humanity, working
with Indigenous communities in the Northern
Territory and Far North Queensland, and working
with homeless people in Sydney, just to name a few.
The girls had been preparing their service learning
projects for many months and, from the feedback
we have received, it is clear that every girl has made
a positive difference to others. I would like to thank
every Year 10 girl, Miss Royston, Mrs Bennett and
so many of our teachers who have given up their
time to work alongside our girls for ALE this year.
Our Junior School girls have also been very involved
in making a positive difference in their world. Their
connection with the children at St Lucy's School is
very special and so helpful; their focus on the World
Vision children they support is superb, and their
regular visits to Aged Care facilities makes the
world of difference to some very frail and often very
lonely people.

Our Year 8 boarders couldn’t put pen to paper
fast enough after receiving letters from their
Bunda penpals. A sizable parcel of letters and
gifts is ready to post to Tanzania.

The above are just a few of myriad service activities in which our
girls and staff have been involved, and it is so pleasing to receive
many grateful emails and letters (such as the two examples
below) from individuals and organisations who are impressed by
our girls and very appreciative of the difference they make.
'I just wanted to say thank you, to you, the teachers and students
who came last week. The students were great! Hard working,
enthusiastic. It was also great to see the students get around
and chat with people in the Community. The Team and myself
were incredibly impressed by each student. Such a wonderful
bunch and a real credit to the school and community.'
(Sam from Newtown Mission)
'Rosie and Annie* visited my mother on a regular basis. They
cheered her up with their stories and happy personalities, and
their visits became the highlight of her week… I am grateful
for the contribution they have made to my mother's last years.'
(*Rosie Meares and Anna Verheul, Year 11)
Our girls do not serve others in order to receive gratitude and
thanks; they do it because they genuinely want to make a positive
difference in our world, and I am incredibly proud of them and
grateful for all that they do.
As we head towards Christmas, I'd like to share with you some
of what our guest speaker, Reverend Sarah Plummer, the first
female Police Chaplain in NSW, said to the girls in Senior School
Chapel on Wednesday:
'I am a woman who has worked as an executive director in
World Vison International. I have travelled to as many as 110
countries… and seen the poverty brought about by abuse of
power on many levels, corruption, injustice, hunger and lack
of care or disdain for those who are poor. Now I have a role as
Senior Chaplain in the NSW Police Force as they seek to bring
peace and justice for the welfare and care of all citizens of NSW.

situation or teens who have run away to discover that the world is
a lot colder than they thought.
I want to thank you from the depth of my heart for all the effort
and energy you have given in helping families who are facing
poverty issues this Christmas time. This comes from a value
of generosity and it is to be cherished. Don't ever let that go.
You are giving a glimpse of God's home to the homeless and
marginalised.'
Christmas is indeed a time to give to others; it is also a time
to celebrate what God has done for us through the great gift
of his Son.
Celebration has certainly been the theme for the final weeks
of Term 4, which have been abuzz with activity with so much
happening all day, every day. This week has been especially
exciting with myriad celebrations across the whole School.
It has been a great treat to have been to the ELC Concert, the
Boarders' Christmas Banquet, the Junior School Carol Service
and the Year 9 Wheeldon Cup just to name a few. We are
especially looking forward to the Year 6 Farewell tonight, as
well as the Senior School Carol Service on Sunday evening and
Speech Day celebrations next week.
As the year draws to a close, I would like to thank every member
of staff for their dedication and hard work. We are privileged
indeed to have such talented teachers and support staff here
at Abbotsleigh. I would also like to thank every parent for their
contribution to the School and for their great support. It goes
without saying that I would also like to thank each girl for her
enthusiasm and for her dedication to learning and achieving her
personal best.
I pray that God will bless richly every member of our Abbotsleigh
community this Christmas. I hope that you all have a wonderful
New Year and holiday break.

In this role, I hear the police radio constantly being called out to
do welfare checks on the elderly, or those in a domestic violence

Chaplain
Christmas Comes Early... Stranded in
Maroochydore
Rev Jenni Stoddart | Chaplain

I spent last week on Fraser island with 14 wonderful Year 10s
doing conservation work. On the day we were meant to fly home
Maroochydore airport was closed. I rang every camping ground,
every motel and hotel I could find. I kept hearing – there is 'no
room at the inn'. What would two teachers and 14 students
do? Then I rang the Chaplain at St Andrew's Anglican College
Peregian Springs. 'Can we sleep on your school floor?' I asked.
The voice came down the line, 'No but you can stay at my home.'
I was befuddled, humbled and amazed. 'Should you check with
your wife?' I asked. 'No, she would want me to offer.' Then he
sent me a photo – they had moved into their home just two
weeks before; it was beautiful, with a pool and space for us all.
A phone call to Kmart followed – yes we have 16 blow up air

mattresses. Then the giant sleep over began. Our extra day was
spent together, relaxing swimming and connecting.
Jesus in the manger is God's act of hospitality to all of us.
Come and know me he says, belong to me, relax in my
forgiveness and be turned around from your old ways towards
a new way of living which is focused on loving God and being
renewed to love others. As we camped out in the Chaplain's
home it reminded me that this Christmas the magazines have
got it wrong: I do not need my home to look a certain way, I do
not need to have the perfect MasterChef meal or the perfect
family to match. (My family is messy and muddled.) Jesus offers
me the welcoming arms of a hospitable God and invites me to
open my home, myself and all I have freely to those around me.
Phone call after phone call I had heard that there was no room
for us. My chaplain friend did not miss a breath before offering
14 teenagers a place in his brand new home. I will never forget
his hospitality. It is just a tiny taste of the hospitality that God
offers us in Jesus.

Community

Rew Hanks, Playing for Keeps 2016, Linoprint
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9am ~ 3pm

www.standys.org.au

Junior School
Getting Fit and Having Fun in 2018
Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School

It has been another wonderfully successful year for the Junior
School girls in Sport, Outdoor Education and PDHPE. Students
have extended their skills in a broad range of endeavours
including Physical Education lessons, Surf Educate at Manly
Beach, the CARES Bike Education program, Year 6 Wild Ropes
Adventure Day, Year 2 Bike Education program, K-2 Hot Shots
tennis program, Growth and Development sessions with Judith
Krause, T-3 Life Education, Outdoor Education camps, Year 1
Act for Kids program, representative sport trials, the introduction
of the Year 2 Saturday Soccer Program in preparation for
IPSHA Sport next year, Year 3 Saturday Sport, 4 terms of IPSHA
Saturday Sport as well as carnivals.
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education lessons
have continued with a focus on the 'You Can Do It!' program.
Developing the girls' key skills of getting along, organisation,
persistence, confidence and resilience. The Physical Education
program has had a strong focus on water safety and swimming
confidence. Infants girls participated in the Intensive Swimming
Program, while Primary girls participated in swimming stroke
correction lessons in Term 1 and the Abbotsleigh Swim Safety
Award Program in Term 4. Girls are strongly encouraged to join
a swimming program over the Christmas break. Please contact
the Abbotsleigh Aquatic Centre for more information on the
programs available for your daughter. Primary girls will be involved
in swimming trials in the first few weeks of Term 1, 2019.
The Junior School Sport Program continues to build every
year. 2018 has seen close to fifty percent of all girls in Years
3-6 participating in a Saturday Sport Program. The girls have
enjoyed the large variety of sports on offer including basketball,
cricket, soccer, modball, softball, netball, touch football,
tennis, minkey and hockey. We have very much enjoyed using
the Senior School Sports Precinct facilities on Saturdays,
with Abbotsleigh hosting IPSHA soccer in Term 1 and IPSHA
basketball and tennis in Term 4. We look forward to continuing
to host games again in 2019 with Abbotsleigh able to offer
our Senior School facilities for IPSHA Saturday Sport in soccer,
netball, tennis and basketball.
Additionally, IPSHA and CIS representative sporting
opportunities in basketball, cricket, hockey, netball, soccer,
softball, tennis and touch football have been opened to the girls

with a strong Abbotsleigh representation in numerous sports
with several students representing at State carnivals. The high
calibre of coaching staff this year has assisted the girls to be
well prepared for all events.
The Infants carnivals have continued to allow students to
achieve a wide range of outcomes. The Athletics Carnival
Colours Program encourages girls of all abilities to get involved
and earn house points. Each girl receives a certificate at the
end of the day to celebrate her performance. The Infants
Intensive Swimming Program, held in the Abbotsleigh Aquatic
Centre, has seen huge gains in the girls swimming confidence.
The number of 50 m freestyle events for our younger swimmers
was testament also to increased ability. All levels of swimming
ability are catered for and the staff are skilled at differentiating
lessons to achieve the best possible outcomes for each child.
The girls received a certificate which gives parents an accurate
overview of what skills their daughter has mastered. Transition
girls again benefited from inclusion in the Intensive Swimming
Program this term.
Primary carnivals have run smoothly this year with outstanding
results. There have been girls representing at regional, CIS,
state and national levels in athletics, diving, cross country,
gymnastics, swimming, and snowsports. All girls have been
given opportunities to participate in athletics, cross country,
diving, gymnastics and swimming. Our 2018 Primary Athletics
Carnival saw every girl actively involved in a range of events for
the entire day. This gave every girl the opportunity to participate
and shine, catering for all ability levels, and was a wonderful
example of how a fun, inclusive yet competitive carnival
engages all the girls. The continued use of electronic timing
at the Primary Athletics and Swimming Carnivals has ensured
accurate records can be attained.
As always, we like to celebrate all the girls' achievements
regardless of skill level and look forward to again offering a
broad range of opportunities for the girls to become involved in
physical activity in 2019.
I warmly thank Mr Paul Guirreri who has so ably and innovatively
lead the PDHPE Department in constantly striving to find
exciting, inclusive and motiving ways of ensuring great
outcomes are achieved for all girls, assisted by Elliott Balkin
Belinda Funnell, Michelle Penn and Georgia Scott.

End of Term Festivities

their experience of hearing a single instrument being practised
at home.

As our 133rd year at Abbotsleigh draws to a close, it is
important that we mark the special milestones the girls have
achieved and celebrate a wonderfully successful year.

On Thursday of last week, we celebrated the wonderful
journey our Year 2 girls have made since Kindergarten at the
Year 2 Celebration and Soirée. This was the first time that
we had combined these two events. It was wonderful to see
such a large audience taking such pride in their daughters'
achievements and the confidence with which they performed.

Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School

Last Tuesday 20 November the Year 3 girls took great pride
in sharing their music expertise at the Year 3 Soirée. The
musicality on display belied the fact that for many this is their
first year of learning an instrument. Parents have commented to
me that the collective sound was stunning and very different to

This Monday we enjoyed a special Year 6 Farewell Chapel
Service for our most senior girls in the Junior School. The
School Chapel is an ideal venue for such a celebration and
farewell as the entire Junior School from Kindergarten to Year

6 can fit in this space. With prayers, a reading, songs and an
address that reminded the girls that they are well prepared for
their next step, we fondly farewelled our Year 6 girls.

Music
We commend the following girls for their outstanding
contributions to Music:

Our Twilight Christmas Carol Service was held in the Primary
Courtyard at 7 pm on Thursday 29 November. This year the
Christmas story was presented by the girls through music,
narration and the magic and message shared by Rev Pete
Tong – the Minister at St Andrew's Wahroonga. Our singing
was supported by the Junior School Concert Band. We also
took time to farewell Valerie Williams and Gill Glen from our
community as they retire at the end of this academic year.

Grace Chen, Jade Liang, Alicia To, Kiara Van de Ree, Elin Wood,
Anica Wong and Isabelle Wong.

Thank you to all families who have contributed so generously to
our Toys ‘n’ Tucker appeal. The offertory taken of $2,517.55 at
the Twilight Christmas Carol Service will be donated Anglicare’s
Migrant and Refugee Assistance Program. It is our tradition
that we ask girls to reach beyond our school pond in generously
giving Christmas gifts by contributing to our appeals, rather
than giving gifts to each other. We encourage the girls to give
cards to each other if they wish to share Christmas cheer as the
festive season begins.
On Friday night 30 November at 7 pm we celebrated the
diverse and creative talents of our Year 6 girls at the Year 6
Farewell as we enjoyed a wonderful evening of song, dance,
recitation and performance with the overarching theme of
'Reach for the Stars'. It is with very mixed emotions that we
farewell our oldest girls. We know they are ready for the Senior
School but will also very much miss their contributions to the
Junior School.
On Tuesday 4 December, we will enjoy a wonderful bevy of
talent demonstrated by girls at the Variety Concerts. Using
their initiative, imagination and creative talents, the girls have
been through extensive auditioning and rehearsal routines to
ensure that we have selected fabulous items from across the
Junior School. To finish as a community with the special end of
year barbecue generously provided by the Abbotsleigh Parents'
Association will be a wonderful conclusion to the year.
Final Assemblies
On Friday we also held our final assemblies for the 2018 year.
We took time in these assemblies to herald the significant
contributions of service and commitment girls have made this
year through the awarding of pennants. These are a highly
prized recognition of a girl’s outstanding contribution to,
and exemplary conduct in, a cocurricular activity. We warmly
applaud the following girls who have been awarded a pennant:
Sport
The following girls have been awarded pennants for their
outstanding contributions to Saturday Sport where they
have participated in all four terms of sport each year since
their enrolment:
Hannah Angus, Charlotte Ellis, Emily Ellis, Alice Harrington,
Rachel Hepburn, Jasmine Hing, Sarah Hooper-Mitchell,
Penelope Hu, Gemma Leonardi, Jade Liang, Annelise
McCormick, Victoria Reyes, Lily Thornthwaite, Sophie Watson
and Emily Winslade.

Debating
We commend Beatrice Chung for outstanding contribution to
Debating for 2019
While we prize excellence, we equally applaud effort, endeavour
and service. In our final assemblies I also announced the
Prize List for 2018 that seeks to recognise academic and
sporting endeavour as well as those who have contributed
most significantly through their considerate interactions and
participation. With this announcement I spent much time
helping the girls to understand that while every girl may desire
an award, such an outcome would preclude the very joy they
sought to attain. We discussed how to graciously respond to
disappointment and elation. I seek your support as parents in
helping your daughter accept the very careful decisions that
have been made again this year.
Christmas wishes and thanks
I take this opportunity to thank you all for the support you
have brought to our Junior School community during this year.
Our school is the richer for your contributions. I hope that
you and your family enjoy a happy and holy Christmas and a
wonderful New Year. I encouraged all girls in assemblies last
week to spend time reading over this extended holiday period.
Entering into other worlds and realms through books is a most
stimulating and relaxing activity. Finding time for active outdoor
pursuits is also be essential and fun. This will ensure that the
girls are ready for the exciting challenges and demands of their
new schooling year.
2019 arrangements
The 2019 school year begins for the girls on Wednesday 30
January at 8.20 am. We ask that you drop your daughter off in
the Lower Car Park on this day in the usual manner and allow
her the thrill of coming home and telling you of her first day
news including her teacher for the coming year. I look forward
to seeing you again at the Junior School Parent Information
Night on Tuesday 5 February 2019 from 7-9 pm and on Friday
the same week at the Headmistress’ Parent Welcome function,
Twilight on the Plaza on Friday 8 February 2019 at 7 pm to be
held in the Senior School.
This year has been one full of exciting adventures, great growth
and wonderful ‘firsts’ for our girls. It has been possible due to
our most dedicated and remarkable teachers and staff for their
tireless, generous and gifted work. The vocation of teaching is a
rich and rewarding one. I warmly thank our educators for giving
with such great energy, creativity and purpose to mark yet
another wonderful year in Abbotsleigh’s rich history.
Car park arrangements 2019
To ensure a smooth start to the drop off and collection routines
from Day 1 next year, Wednesday 30 January 2019, we ask that
you ensure your family name is displayed in the windscreen.

Staff will be on duty to assist so please remain in your car and
collect your daughter from the following allocated location:
Lower Car Park
All morning drop offs will occur in this location with supervision
from 7.50-8.20 am
Afternoon pick-ups from the Lower Car Park will be for
Kindergarten-Year 3 and Year 5 from 2.50 to 3.40 pm.
These families with siblings also in Years 4 and 6, are
directed to use the Lower Car Park for all children.
Upper Car Park
Afternoon pick-ups from the Upper Car Park will be for
Years 4 and 6 with supervision from 3.10-3.40 pm.

Before and After School Care
I sincerely thank our Before and After School Care educators
for their warm pastoral support of our girls each morning and
afternoon. We will continue to offer both Before and After
School care with child care rebates available from Wednesday
30 January 2018.
• Before School Care is offered from 7 to 8.15 am for all girls
arriving at school before 7.45 am who are not in an organised
activity. The permanent daily rate is $17 and the casual daily
rate is $19 per morning.
• After School care is offered from 2.30 to 6.30 pm. The 		
permanent daily rate is $22 and the casual daily rate is $25.
If you wish to register for Before and/or After School Care for
next year, please click here to download an enrolment form.

Year 6 Farewell

Year 6 Service Learning Project

As their time in the Junior School draws to a
close, the Year 6 girls are excitedly preparing
for the Farewell Concert. Parents and staff
are invited to join us in Everett Hall on
Friday evening, 30 November at 7 pm as we
celebrate their final days of primary schooling.

This year, the Year 6 Service
Learning Project has focused on
assisting immigrants in our local
community. The girls have worked
hard to earn money at home,
which they have used to purchase
carefully selected grocery items
for Anglicare's Mobile Community
Pantry. Recently, Year 6 were joined
by Anglicare representative Ashley Lee-Joe, who discussed the impact that
the girls' donations will have on the lives of immigrants who have recently
arrived in Australia. The girls were grateful to have the opportunity to speak
with Ashley and they asked many questions about other ways they can
continue to support immigrants and refugees in our community.

Mrs Kylie George | Year 6 Coordinator

It promises to be an entertaining evening,
as the girls have choreographed a variety
of items, including plays, musical items and
dances, which are sure to make their parents
and teachers proud.
We thank the Year 6 girls for their leadership
and contribution to the Junior School. We
know that the Middle School staff are very
keen to receive the class of 2024 next year.

Miss Cassandra McKie | JS Classroom Teacher

Student Success

Mrs Kate Coventry | Deputy Head of Junior School
Congratulations to Emily Winslade
(6L) who has been selected into the
Cavaliers Rugby Squad for U13s. The
team will be participating in the Tanglin
Rugby Tournament in Singapore from
7-12 December. Emily has also been
named as Co-Captain of the touring
squad and Captain of the As. Hollie
Copeland (7W) has also been selected
into the squad.
Congratulations to Amber Li and
Anita Gao (both 4O) who attended the 2018 Malaysia MIMO Mathematics
Competition over the weekend in Kuala Lumpur. There were 1000+ students
from 11 countries divided into Upper and Middle Primary. The competition has
an Individual Competition section and a Teamwork section. Amber won a gold
medal in the Individual Competition and her team won the Champion award out
of all Middle Primary teams. Anita won a bronze in the Individual Competition.

Celebrating 2018

Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School

This year, the Senior School girls will be involved in their Speech
Day in the morning. Thus, there will be limited on-site parking
for Speech Day in the underground car park accessible via
Gate 1A in Ada Avenue after 1 pm. Where possible, we ask that
parents travel by public transport and not to queue early on this
day to avoid congestion with this earlier event.
Event information
Wednesday 5 December 2018
2 pm
Judith Poole Sports Hall, Senior School
All parents
Please click on this link to complete your daughter’s
attendance form for Speech Day 2018.

Our Junior School Speech Day, being held at 2 pm on
Wednesday 5 December 2018, promises to be a very special
event to celebrate the achievements of our girls. Electronic
invitations were distributed last week. Our guest speaker will be
Annabelle Chauncy OAM, founding director and CEO of School
for Life and NSW Young Woman of the Year 2015. Rehearsals
are underway at school and the final rehearsal will occur at the
venue on the morning of the event. The expansive space of the
Judith Poole Sports Hall will mean that seating does not need to
be restricted and queueing will not be necessary as all parents
can be comfortably accommodated in the venue.
Speech Day 2018
Speech Day will commence as a regular school day for the
girls with duty and classes commencing as usual and the
girls wearing summer uniform. The girls will be involved in
class-based activities on the Wednesday morning before
departing after an early lunch for the Senior School with their
class teacher to rehearse and enjoy a snack in the Senior
School grounds. The girls will be seated by 1.40 pm and we
ask that parents enter at this time to be seated by 1.50 pm.
The ceremony will commence at 2 pm and we anticipate
concluding by approximately 3.30 pm.
On conclusion of the ceremony, Junior School girls and teachers
will meet parents in the Plaza at the entrance to the Senior
School in class groups for refreshments and to enable a smooth
dismissal. All girls must be signed out by their class teacher.
Junior School girls requiring After School Care will be walked
back to the Junior School. Girls catching the Abbotsleigh bus will
be taken to the Senior School bus stops with a staff member to
catch their relevant buses.

Students need to bring
• Food for morning tea/lunch (in disposable
packaging – no lunch boxes)
• A disposable water bottle
Girls are to wear full summer school uniform including their
blazer and panama hats. Girls are NOT to bring school bags.
The arrangements for the day are as follows:
7.50 am Normal drop off procedures in place in the
Junior School
1.40 pm Doors open for parents to enter
2 pm Official ceremony begins
3.30 pm Speech Day concludes with refreshments served on
the Plaza at the entrance to the Senior School
3.30 pm Girls not departing with parents will be walked back
to After School Care
3.30 pm Normal buses routines in operation departing from
the Senior School
Dismissal
Junior School girls and their teachers will meet parents at
the Plaza area in class groups. Junior School girls who are
returning to school should be booked into After School Care
for the afternoon.
Absences
If your daughter is ill on the morning of Wednesday 5 December,
please ring Junior School Reception by 8.30 am to report the
illness. Please ensure that a medical certificate is provided.
Attendance by all girls is required.

Senior School
ALE 2018

Miss Isobel Royston | Dean of Senior College Archdale
The Year 10 Applied Learning Experience (ALE) exposes
students to real life situations that help them grow as people.
They gain first-hand knowledge and perspective on issues that
are currently shaping our society and our world. ALE provides
the opportunity for student to connect with people and build
relationships beyond their normal comfort zone. ALE is seen to
be about the head, heart and hands.
• Head – Knowledge gained through firsthand experiences
• Heart – Emotional connection to people and their situations
• Hands – Action prompted by knowledge and emotional 		
connection
This week is not possible without the assistance of many
organisations and the guidance of many Abbotsleigh teachers.
Their support is very much valued and appreciated.
Below are reflections from the Year 10 students and their ALE
experiences for 2018.
Aquatic Experience
For ALE 12 girls participated in the Aquatic Experience.
This involved teaching 19 girls from Holroyd High School in
Greystanes to swim. The Holroyd girls had either never swum
before or had limited experience. The first day was the most
difficult as we didn't know the girls and we had to evaluate their
swimming ability. Once this had been done we figured out that
only about four girls had no swimming experience. The girls that
had no experience had individual guidance with swimming and
the others that were more confident went into groups. Each
day we swam from about 9.45 to 11.30 am. The rest of the
day was spent doing various activities. For example, we did tie
dye on one day. Overall ALE was a valuable experience. We got
the chance to meet new people with different cultures and life
experiences to us.
Care Through Action
As part of the Applied Learning Experience (ALE), we worked
as a team to create sporting experiences for students with
a disability. We assisted at the Cerebral Palsy Alliance
organisation by running a range of practical sessions including
boccia and aquatic based activities. During our week-long visit
to the Cerebral Palsy Alliance, we had many and varied roles to
ensure the smooth running of the sessions and met people who
had achieved in sport including at the Paralympic Games.
Cultural Experience
The ALE Cultural Experience girls spent the week with a group
of girls from Holroyd High School from the Intensive English
Centre (IEC). All of the Holroyd girls had only been in Australia
for less than a year coming from countries such as Pakistan,
India, Syria and Afghanistan. We spent a wonderful week with
each other learning about the other's respective cultures and
religions as well as enjoying their time spent together.

Conservation Australia: Fraser Island
Our trip to Fraser Island was one to remember with many
stories and challenging experiences. Our goal was to make a
positive impact on the environment through conservation and
preservation of the island. We achieved this through weeding,
marine conservation and education of native vegetation and
introduced species. Our group learnt to deal with ambiguity,
work together as a team and challenge ourselves outside our
comfort zone during our action-packed week.
Habitat for Humanity
The group travelled to Fiji to work in partnership with a local
community to build a home for a family. This was a wonderful
opportunity to serve those who, without the assistance of
Habitat for Humanity and its volunteers, would not have the
resources or services we take for granted. Each day of the trip
was well planned and balanced to provide an unforgettable
experience and at the same time, the girls worked together
as a team to build hope for the future of families' lives.
Red Earth
As the Red Earth group, we were taken into remote Indigenous
communities in Northern Queensland to experience their way
of life and learn about the culture. We visited Bana, Binthiwara,
Wujal Wujal and Cape Tribulation. At Bana (Marilyn's Place),
we cleared lantana from the property, as they wanted to
create a caravan park to bring more awareness to Aboriginal
communities. At Binthiwara, we varnished the back of the large
holiday style house they had built and painted the inside of the
bathroom cubicles to give them a better finish. We did not do
any service work at Wujal, but a large number of people spoke
to us and told us about the way of life there, as did the people
at the other places. At Cape Tribulation, we snorkelled on the
Great Barrier Reef before heading home.
Remote Schools: Northern Territory
During our Remote School Partnership ALE experience in
Katherine, a group of 12 students and three teachers visited
three schools in the region. We visited a school in remote
community called Manyallaluk where we baked chocolate chip
biscuits and decorated Arnott's biscuits. We then toured around
the area to the lookout, which overlooked the community
and the swimming pool where they shared dreamtime stories
about the rainbow serpent. Kintore Street School is a special
needs school where we assisted with and joined in classes,
helping out the teachers and playing with the students in
the playground and classroom. We also visited Clyde Fenton
Primary School where we were split into classrooms ranging
from Transition to Year 6 assisting the teachers and helping
the students. At lunchtime we enjoyed the annual house soccer
competition. In our free time we swam in the hot springs and
at Edith Falls where we swam under a waterfall and jumped off
a rock platform. At Katherine Gorge we went on a boat cruise
where we learnt about the cultural significance of the area,
although we were a bit sad about not seeing any crocodiles.
We all had a memorable time, learning about the Indigenous
culture and it was an experience that we will never forget.

Social Justice: Mixed Program
The Social Justice Mixed Program group spent our first two days
in an aged care facility. At first it was a bit hard to communicate
with the elderly, but after a while we got comfortable and made
some very close friends and even shed a few tears when we
said goodbye. We learnt that age shouldn't be a barrier in
being friends with someone. We then spent the next two days
at Operation Christmas Child, helping sort and pack presents
for children in developing countries. Then on the final day, we
helped out with the ABBOX of FUN preparations in creating
personalised boxes for children with disabilities. Overall, the
week was an eye opening and moving experience, one that we
will forever cherish, as it enabled us to see people's lives from a
different point of view and we learnt the value of helping others.
Social Justice: St Lucy's School
Going into the week, our group felt a bit uncertain about this
new environment that seemed so intimidating. Having little
to no prior experience in working with people with intellectual
disabilities, the week was an extremely valuable learning
period for us in which we grew a newfound appreciation and
respect for the students and staff at St Lucy's School. With an
introduction to the attitudes and characteristics of autism at
the start of the week as well as learning about the very flexible,
student-specific education program encouraged by the school,
we developed a far clearer understanding of the students'
behaviours and what they meant which further allowed us to
engage with them with ease through the week. With many
different interactions; some confronting, but the majority
heart-warming, a multitude of new friendships was made,
and everyone came away having learnt something new, with
memories that will stay with us for life.
Social Justice: Mixed Experiences
The Social Justice Mixed Experiences girls gained firsthand
knowledge and perspective on issues that are currently

Student Reminders for Speech Day
Mrs Victoria Rennie | Deputy Headmistress and
Head of Senior School

Rehearsal
The rehearsal on Monday will be held in the Sports Hall. Please
head there promptly as you arrive at school and be there ready
to start at 8.20 am.
Speech Day
 Girls in the Orchestra need to arrive at 7 am and will be 		
marked off by Ms Harding. The Choir girls also need to
arrive at 7 am and will be marked off by Mrs Little and Mrs
Clarke. Prizewinners will be marked off by Mrs Bradfield and
Mrs Cooper.
 Girls not in the Choir or Orchestra need to arrive at 8 am 		
and go straight to your seat. The seating plan will be up on
each Year noticeboard. You will be sitting in tutor groups (as
you do in assembly) so check the signs at the end of each

shaping our society and our world. This program provided
the opportunity for the girls to connect with people and build
relationships beyond their normal comfort zone. The girls
worked alongside representatives from various organisations
who shared with them the plight of those experiencing
homelessness in Sydney. It was an eye-opening and humbling
experience that meets real needs. The girls visited and worked
with Wayside Chapel, Newtown Mission, Hope Street (Urban
Education program) and St John's (Raw Edge).
St Edmund's Concert
Fourteen Abbotsleigh students had the amazing opportunity
of working with the St Edmund's staff and students to produce
their annual end of year concert. We spent the week assisting
with dance rehearsals and building life long friendships with
the St Edmund's students. We developed our skills with
lighting, sound and photography in order to make the concert
a memorable experience for us all. We made decorations, and
designed and created props and programs for The Eddie's
Factor concert. We all loved spending our week with St
Edmund's students and the concert was a huge success.
Studio Artes
Six students set out to Studio Artes to work with and support
adults with disabilities during the ALE week. We were warmly
accepted into a creative environment that included dancing,
visual arts, music and cooking.
We were all inspired by the extraordinary talents of the
members and so were keen to assist with their projects while
making new friends.
It was a wonderful opportunity to bond with this very special
community and we learnt that we should always keep offering
help and kindness to people with disabilities as the benefits are
far reaching.

row to see where your tutor group is sitting. If there are any
problems with the seating plan, please see Mrs Hamper.
 All girls who are not prizewinners or in the Choir or Orchestra
will be marked off by their Tutors when they arrive. If you 		
can’t find your Tutor, make sure you see your Coordinator to
get your name marked off. If you are marked as absent a
note will be sent home to your parents asking for an 		
explanation. Girls who are sick on the day need to ring school
as normal and leave a message with SAO. A doctor’s 		
certificate will be required.
 You are not to bring any bags, food or water bottles into the
Sports Hall.
 Full school uniform is to be worn, but you will not need 		
blazers or hats.
 You will not be allowed to leave the hall for any reason during
the ceremony. Speech Day is due to conclude at 10.45 am.

Follow us on Facebook today to keep up
to date with Abbotsleigh activities, news,
photos and videos.
www.facebook.com/Abbotsleigh

Tanzanian connections

An Ancient-themed Fashion Parade

Our Year 8 boarders have been trading letters with girls
from Bunda Girl's Secondary School in Tanzania.

The Year 10 Peer Connections Program put a modern
twist on ancient themes and figures.

Read more

ABBOTSLEIGH
SPEECH DAY 2018

Read more

ABBOTSLEIGH
SPEECH DAY 2018

Join the
celebration.

An invitation to
our celebration.

Junior School Speech Day

Senior School Speech Day

A presentation of student awards and prizes for 2018.
Wednesday 5 December 2018
2-3.30 pm

A presentation of student awards and prizes for 2018.
Wednesday 5 December 2018
9-11 am

Read more

Read more
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