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Look Up – Reach Out: Farewell Year 12
The Class of 2019 is an amazing group of girls and it has been such
a privilege to see each girl grow and flourish in her learning and as a
young woman.
Mrs Megan Krimmer
Headmistress

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday 14 October
Term 4 commences
Tuesday 15 October
Year 6 SS Program Day 1
Wednesday 16 October
Transition excursion to the
Sydney Opera House
5D and 5L CARES Bike
Safety Program
Year 6 SS Program Day 2
Betty Barbecue
Thursday 17 October
5G and 5O CARES Bike
Safety Program
Year 6 Wild Ropes Adventure Day
Friday 18 October
Year 6 Surf Educate
Saturday 19 October
GCSG Opening of Arboreal
Narratives Exhibition

The girls have worked hard and achieved
much. They are confident, compassionate,
talented, vibrant and articulate young women
who have inspired a whole generation of
Abbotsleigh girls with their theme ‘Look Up,
Reach Out’ and their Service Project ‘Connect
our Community’ in support of Anglicare.
The Valedictory Chapel Service, Assembly
and Dinner were wonderful ways in which to
celebrate the end of the girls’ schooling at
Abbotsleigh. The advice given was wise and
the tributes and accolades the girls received
were most fitting. To give you a glimpse of
some of this, extracts from speeches given at
the Valedictory Assembly from Mrs Belinda
Burton, President of the Abbotsleigh Old Girls’
Union as well as students from the Junior and
Senior Schools can be found below.
Mrs Belinda Burton – Abbotsleigh Old Girls’
Union President
It is an honour to be part of this very special
Valedictory Assembly today. … Year 12,
coming to the end of your school life is such a
milestone and you are no doubt full of mixed
feelings. While in many ways it is a lifetime
ago, it also does not feel like that long ago
that I was sitting in this Assembly Hall full of
excitement about the next chapter of my life,
nervous about upcoming exams and sadness
about leaving the place where I spent most
of my waking hours. But, what a wonderful
position to be in – the possibilities in front of
you are endless.

Visit the Parent Portal to edit your profile,
view the calendar and view parent notices.
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Girls, you should be very proud of your
achievements to date. Your parents,
teachers and the Old Girl community
certainly are. From sport, music, art, drama,
debating, dance, da Vinci, robotics…
we hear of one success after another. I
encourage you to put in that extra effort
with the finish line in sight to achieve
the best results that you can in the HSC.
However, while it is important to work hard, I
also ask that you keep things in perspective.
The HSC is not the finish line to life, it is just
the beginning.
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In Year 7, I’m sure many of you were in
awe at how you had now commenced
high school with all the big kids, learning
new subjects, meeting new friends and
teachers, learning how to unlock those
impossible locks and managing to get
to class without getting into trouble for
being late as you tried to discover the
fastest route to each class. In Year 8, us
mere Year 7s were initially afraid of you
as you adorned the upper corridor of the
Maths Department, yet with kindness
and friendship, you welcomed us to
Senior School with open arms. In Year 9,
you graced our stage with your exquisite
Wheeldon Cup performances and we saw
you practising the dances for Joey’s over
and over on the hill outside Year 9 area….

Who knows what path life will take you, it
often is not as you expect. Your ‘plan’ (if
you are lucky enough to even have one)
may end up being executed in a different
way or your purpose may be something you
haven’t even thought of yet. If someone
had told me at my last Abbotsleigh
assembly that I would complete a Bachelor
and a Masters in Law, travel the world,
be part of the UK team that kept the
financial markets from imploding on that
fateful 9/11, be married with two beautiful
daughters, hold not one but two board
positions and come full circle to be
standing here speaking in the Abbotsleigh
Assembly Hall, I would have laughed at
them. However, I can tell you that the
traits that were ingrained in me during my
time at Abbotsleigh certainly helped me
on my journey. Resilience, perseverance,
graciousness, the ability to think and to
challenge ideas, compassion, the desire
to be a good world citizen, and courage to
make the world a better place – these are

the gifts that you leave with and they will
support you wherever your life takes you.
As President of the AOGU, I have had the
privilege of meeting so many amazing Old
Girls who have pursued different paths
in life and achieved incredible successes
in many different fields. And, I very much
look forward to adding you to the ranks.
Therefore, Class of 2019, I am very
pleased to officially welcome you to the
Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union. You are
now members of a 9,000+ network of
Abbotsleigh girls and we hope to support
and connect you as you journey through
life. Best wishes to you all. I hope one day
to see one of you up here welcoming a new
generation of Old Girls.
Ilaria Calo – Head Prefect 2019/2020
Year 12. What an adventure it has been! …
In Kindy, you started your biggest journey
in your life so far and 13 years later, here
you are, on your final day of school.

As you became more senior, there were
incredible opportunities to go on overseas
language exchanges and spend a great
week on ALE in Year 10. But of course, no
one can forget searching for hours and
hours to find that perfect look for the
formal. Year 11 started the long journey
of preparing for the HSC, choosing the
subjects that you found most enjoyable
and starting to learn the best way to study
for those three-hour exams which required
a lot of grit.
Finally, in Year 12, we have marvelled at
your incredible leadership skills. ‘Look Up,
Reach Out’ has truly been a wonderful
theme that has connected so many girls
across Abbotsleigh and has invited us to
be more open and more willing to engage
in conversations with others.
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have helped us to make new friendships
and brought students together through
these enjoyable house activities. We
won’t forget you. …

You have shown us your immensely
creative side with Monday’s ‘Dynamic
Duos’ and Tuesday’s ‘Wild, Wild West’ and
of course your hilarious final event ‘Crazy,
Rich Abbotsleigh’. You have been such a
warm and positive group of girls and we
will deeply miss you.
Based upon a few quick maths
calculations, I have uncovered that you
have spent a very long time at school! But
as you move on into the new and exciting
world, high school will not be remembered
for the gruelling exams, but instead for
the wonderful friendships made and the
incredible opportunities received.
On behalf of Senior School, we thank you
for your guidance and leadership and we
wish you every success in the world as you
move on to the next chapter in your lives.
Amanda Kelly – Middle School
Representative
Year 12, in just under three hours you
will no longer be a high school student.
Wow! Time really does seem to fly ‘faster
than a weaver’s shuttle’. In the two
years I have been at this school it has
been incredible to watch you grow into
the leaders I see today, not just those
with a title but every single girl who has
contributed to this year group over the
past six years.
From a personal perspective I’m
incredibly grateful for the advice and
knowledge the Year 12s have specifically
passed down to me and my year group
through countless peer support sessions.
Being the eldest in my family, it’s difficult
to start a new school. However, having
mentors to answer all my questions was
so helpful to settling into Abbotsleigh.
Beyond this, the Year 12 girls have
brought energy and enthusiasm to all
school events including House Choir
and sporting carnivals as well as weekly
assemblies. I’m sure we will all still share
memories of the entire school dancing to
My Lighthouse in the Assembly Hall and
the prefect dance.
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This year you have challenged each of
us to ‘Look Up, Reach Out’, and to do
this we have sincerely needed to look no
further than your year group.
As with most Middle School girls, I have
had the honour to work with many Year
12s through activities such as public
speaking and House Choir. The Year 12
girls are known for their creative mindset
and strong work ethic across a broad
range of subjects and skills. On behalf
of Middle School, thank you for guiding
us in these areas – you have become
basically big sisters to many of us.
Although we are all sad to see you exit
Abbotsleigh’s gates, we can’t wait to see
where your future leads each of you.
Harriet Chang – Junior School Captain
… Strong. Fierce. Talented. Determined.
These are some of the adjectives that
come to my mind when I think about
the incredible women who are about to
graduate from Abbotsleigh.
Year 12, you have been the leaders that
have paved the way for the rest of us
here at Abbotsleigh. We have all looked
up to you as leaders, mentors, role
models and friends. You have taught us
how to be the absolute best that each of
us can be, and for this, we thank you.
And as you are about to embark on the
next chapter of your lives, transitioning
into adulthood, you may be faced with
challenges and adversity. But we know
that you will be able to succeed and
overcome any obstacles that you face
because you are amazing women. Your
years at Abbotsleigh have prepared you
to be the best person you can be, in
every possible way.
I would like to thank our Junior School
Prefects for taking time out of their busy
HSC study schedules to spend time
with us at the Junior School. We had
great fun with you during various house
activities such as the awesome house
Just Dance and wool tree artwork. You
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You have grown up and lived your journey
with the Abbotsleigh community… You
have matured into young women getting
ready for your next phase of growth,
which may include university or some
other adventure. Cherish your memories
of Abbotsleigh forever and look back at
your childhood and how much you’ve
learnt. Don’t forget your wonderful
teachers who have inspired you and
taught you, don’t forget your friends
who you’ve shared your journey with
and don’t forget that you will always and
forever be much loved members of our
Abbotsleigh community.
Finally, we all wish you every success
in your exams, future endeavours and
life. Never be afraid that you are alone,
look back with fondness at the many
incredible experiences you have had
during your school life that make you the
incredible person you are today. Always
know that there are people that care
for you and will help you through any
challenges you may encounter.
Go well Year 12! We wish you all the best.
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Chaplain
Ah Choo
Rev Jenni Stoddart
Chaplain

A few years ago as a new Chaplain at
Abbotsleigh I began my first chapel
sermon. I wasn’t worried about the Year
7s – they were as new as I was. What
would they know? I wasn’t worried
about the Year 9s – they were so far
back in the Chapel I couldn’t see them!
I was worried about you – the Year 8s!
You were in a bank right in front of me...
and with a full year of high school under
your belts, let’s be honest – you could
make or break me!

Blessed – these days it is a word that
belong so often to award ceremonies.
The award winner stands up and says,
‘I want to thank God for the way he has
blessed me.’

you in on a secret? Jesus never wore a
blazer, attended a weekly chapel service
or sat a Christian Studies assessment.
The blessing he brings is far more
radical than that.

But just stop and think. How many
people have blessed you? How many
have been for you? How many have put
their strength and power to work for
your sake? Your parents, peers, teachers
and friends.

Jesus says in his sermon on the mount

That day five years ago, I started,
quite purposefully, with a sneeze. Ah
choo! I remember distinctly it was you,
wonderful Year 8, that called out…’Bless
you.’ Girls, you blessed me that very
first chapel service, when I was most
nervous. What does it mean to bless? It
means to be for someone...

At Abbotsleigh you have also been
invited to see the blessings of life
lived with God. It is not just your ATAR
mark that is important to us, it is your
becoming who you are and how you
relate to God and to others. In some
ways it is strange that we expressed
that blessing to you by requiring weekly
chapel attendance with blazers and
compulsory Christian Studies. Can I let

Community
AbbSchool Holiday Program
Ms Cassandra Chan
AbbSchool Holiday Program Supervisor
The holidays are a fantastic opportunity
for students to try a new activity or
spend time with friends. Why not do both
at the upcoming Spring Holiday Program?
Take a friend or make new ones at some
of the exciting workshops on offer for
boys and girls from Abbotsleigh and the
local community:

• Spring Bling
jewellery making

• Excursions, movies, rock climbing
and The Lion, The Witch And The
Wardrobe show at Knox

Visit the Holiday Program page for
more information on all the fun
workshops on offer, including
how to book.

• Minecraft
• Multi sports
program
• Gymnastics
• Tennis
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‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.’
Jesus came, died and rose again that we
might recognise our need for something
greater than this world can offer. He
came that we might know that God is
for you with all his strength and power.
Jesus offers forgiveness, eternity and
the promise of his presence every day
to all who trust in him. An invitation to
permanent citizenship in the kingdom of
heaven. Is that not extraordinary? God
seeks to bless you with all the strength
and power he has in Jesus. Ah choo!
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Labels
needed?
Ms Kathy Campbell
APA President
As our daughters move into their
summer uniform next term, you
may be finding yourself purchasing
the next size up!
If you need labels for uniforms or
any other items, please consider
purchasing them from Label
Kingdom, who support APA
fundraising by donating 20% of
all Abbotsleigh sales back to the
Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association.
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St Lucy’s School Raffle
Miss Brittany Black
Year 3 Coordinator
Support St Lucy’s School by
purchasing tickets in their
upcoming raffle. With great prizes
to be won, including an LG 75” ultra
HD television with 4K upscaler
and supersign, plus sensational
accommodation packages, a mini
drone and so much more, there is
something for absolutey everyone.

Visit their raffle page to get your
tickets now.
St Lucy’s thanks you for your generosity.
Please note that due to regulatory
restrictions, tickets for this raffle are
only available in NSW. Raffle drawn
on 16 November 2019.

If you would like to support this
fundraising option, please visit
the Label Kingdom website, and
use the fundraiser ID SF2074 at
the checkout.

Uniform
Shop Holiday
Trading
Mrs Lorraine Boothby
Uniform Shop Manager
Term 4 will see the girls back in
their summer uniforms, so please
note the Uniform Shop holiday
trading times in case you need
to purchase any items for the
coming term.
Holiday opening – 9.30 am-4 pm
• Friday 27 September

Monday 18 November 2019
Kate Forsyth’s book
The Blue Rose discussion

• Monday 30 September to
Thursday 3 October
• Tuesday 8 October to
Friday 11 October

7-8.30 pm

Term 4

VIP Room (Level 4)
Judith Poole Sports Hall

• Monday 14 October 2019
(9.30-5 pm)
Regular trading hours resume
from Tuesday 15 October.
Visit the Uniform Shop page
on the Abbotsleigh website for
more information.

RSVP to Deepa Pillay
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Junior School
A Night of Magic
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
For all our Infants girls, the Peter Duly
Concert Hall was transformed into a
venue where magic happened. The
girls delighted in searching for the
missing magic harp as they performed
instrumental, choral and dance items
from countries around the world. The
theme enchanted all and the mystery
was resolved as the magic harp

was found in lost property and then
beautifully played by Hannah Tsai.
Our sincere thanks go to the creative
teaching practices of Ms Ana Napier,
who was so well supported by
Classroom and Music Teachers and our
Audio Visual Department. What a great
way to showcase the fun and exciting
activities that happening each week in
the girls’ lessons.

06

SEPTEMBER 2019

TERM 3 - WEEK 10

ABBOTSLEIGH NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2019

Thank You
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
I take this opportunity to thank you all
for the support you have brought to
our school this term. I also thank the
dedicated and talented members of staff
who have worked tirelessly to ensure
the best outcomes possible for your
daughters. Our school is the richer for all
your contributions.

I hope this holiday period is safe
and enjoyable for all members of our
community. School resumes for the girls
on Monday 14 October, at which time
all girls will be dressed in the summer
uniform. Please check the article listing
the Abbotsleigh Uniform Shop’s trading
hours elsewhere in this edition of The

Shuttle should you require any items. I
look forward to welcoming our girls back
to what will be a short, busy term full of
excitement and celebrations.
To assist in family organisation, please
check the Term 4 calendar for all the
important dates.

Anthony Khoury Photos
Now Available

Get Set For
Summer Fun

Mrs Kate Coventry
Deputy Head of Junior School

Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
As summer approaches we start
to turn our attention to the great
outdoors, which for many, means
swimming in the backyard pool and
visits to the beach. As such it is
important to make sure our children
are safe around water and able to
swim. Learning to swim is essential
for all young children and is a fun
activity too. If you are considering
Learn to Swim classes for your child,
the Abbotsleigh Aquatic Centre caters
for children 4 years and above.
Have your child prepared for the
summer months ahead by contacting
Lyndall Wells on 9473 7830.

Photos are now available for purchase
from Anthony Khoury Photography for
the Infants Music concert and Year 5
Father Daughter Bush Dance.

Visit Anthony Khoury Photography
to view the photos. Use the password
weaver01.
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Year 5 CARES
Bike Program

Junior School Staff News
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
As this term concludes we
congratulate Ms Jo Colman on more
than 20 years of dedicated service
and commitment to Abbotsleigh as
she takes Long Service Leave.
This week we welcomed back
Mrs Jessica Galvin, who has been
working alongside Ms Colman

SEPTEMBER 2019

Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
teaching the Year 2O girls to ensure a
thorough handover process.
We sincerely thank Ms Colman for
her wonderful pastoral support that
has enabled her girls to thrive in
their learning. We look forward to Ms
Colman’s return at the start of 2020.

Year 5 will be heading to the CARES Bike
Safety Course at St Ives the first week
back at school in Term 4.
• 5D and 5L on Wednesday 16 October
• 5G and 5O on Thursday 17 October
The girls will learn about bike safety as
well as participating in fun activities to
develop road sense. Girls are reminded to
bring their own helmet if possible.

Welcome Orientation and New Friends for 2020
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
The first week back will be spent
welcoming and orientating more than
100 new girls and families to the Junior
School in preparation for the 2020
academic year. Routines are as follows
for the girls:
• Year 7 2020 orientation for current
Year 6 girls will occur on Monday 1
October 2019
• Transition and Kindergarten 2020
orientation will occur on Tuesday
15 October 2019
• Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 orientation
for new 2020 girls currently in
Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 3 and

Year 5 will occur on Wednesday 16
October 2019
• Year 3 2020 orientation and
assessment for girls currently in
Year 2 will occur on Thursday 17
October 2019
• Year 5 2020 orientation and
assessment for girls currently
in Year 4 will occur on Friday 18
October 2019.
To ensure that we have objective,
nationally normative referenced data
for girls in Years 2, 4 and 6, testing
will be undertaken during Orientation
Week when all new girls to Years 3
and 5 in 2020 will also be joining us.

As always, the best preparation for
such tests is a good night’s sleep,
a healthy breakfast and a positive
disposition that the day will be filled
with exciting new opportunities for
learning and friendship making. I also
warmly encourage the girls to read
avidly over this holiday period as it will
have the dual benefit of keeping them
intellectually stimulated while also
providing a wonderful world to escape
to through the pages of books.

Term 3 Junior School Fundraisers
Mrs Lynne Verghese
JS Christian Studies Teacher
Our motivated Abbotsleigh girls
have been working hard again to
raise awareness and funds for
worthwhile causes.
Having heard about the work of UN
Women on International Women’s Day
earlier in the year, Emily Keats, Sian
Kim and Abigail Turner from 5L were
inspired to action. In Week 5, girls
throughout the Junior School could pay

a donation to UN Women to enter a quiz
competition. Entrants competed to solve
a list of quiz questions about significant
women and women’s rights. Together,
the girls raised $24 to help promote
gender equality and the empowerment
of women.

work of Cancer Council NSW. Many
students entered the colouring in and
drawing competitions, showing creative
flair and an eagerness to support cancer
research and families affected by cancer.
Through competitors’ entry fees, $144.90
was raised for Cancer Council NSW.

In Week 7, Vivien Chi, Evelyn Cooksley,
Katie Wong and Dora Xu from 5L
organised a fundraiser to support the

Thank you to all who contributed to and
supported these events.
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Year 6 Term 4 Orientation Week
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
Year 6 will be undertaking a two-day
orientation program in the Senior
School on the first Monday and
Tuesday of Term 4. This will be followed
by Junior School activities on the
Wednesday and the much-anticipated
Wild Ropes at Taronga Zoo and Surf
Education excursions later in the week.
The girls are reminded of the following
arrangements for the first week:
Monday 14 October – Orientation Day
in Senior School
Arrive at the Senior School Assembly
Hall foyer by 8.10 am in neat casual
clothes with a packed recess and
lunch, and a pencil case ready for taster
sessions in lots of different subjects.
Tuesday 15 October – D&T AbbKart
Day in Senior School
Arrive at the Senior School Old Gym
by 8.10 am in full summer uniform
with a packed recess and lunch, and
a pencil case.

Wednesday 16 October – Placement
testing and Farewell Rehearsal in
Junior School
Arrive at Junior School by 8.15 am in
full summer uniform with a packed
recess and lunch. Placement testing
will be administered until 12.30 pm. In
the afternoon, the girls will rehearse for
their Year 6 Farewell Concert.

drink, a bottle of water in disposable
packaging and sunscreen. Bring a
separate bag with a towel, Abbotsleigh
swimming costume, Abbotsleigh rash
shirt, spare plastic bag for wet gear,
goggles (optional) and thongs or
slip-on footwear. Hair tied in a low
ponytail, plait or braid suitable for
helmet wearing.

On all days the girls are required to
bring a small pencil case with basic
stationery items, sports hat and
sunscreen, water bottle and a raincoat.
They will be dismissed from Junior and
Senior School at the normal departure
time of 3.20 pm on each day.

Friday 18 October – Surf Educate
Experience
Arrive at the Junior School at 7.50 am
with a day pack containing recess and
lunch, a filled water bottle, sunscreen
and a hat. All other items detailed in
the equipment list need to be packed
into a soft bag. The girls will return to
school ready for collection for normal
dismissal at 3.20 pm.

Thursday 17 October – Wild Ropes
at Taronga Zoo, Bradleys Head to
Chowder Bay walk and swim at
Clifton Gardens
Arrive at Bundarra Lawn, Junior School
no later than 7 am in PE uniform,
white sports hat and excursion bag
with recess, lunch, afternoon tea, cold

Year 4 Convict Camp
Neave Bailey
4G
Four excursions in one, Convict Camp
was a brilliant experience for all
Year 4 girls and the accompanying
teachers. We left school early and
were extremely excited and a little
bit nervous. Upon arriving in the city,
we began the amazing and highly
interesting Rocks Walking Tour. We
were each given a well-known convict,
marine or free settler and learnt
about their life and achievements
throughout their time in Australia.
Our guide also showed us many
interesting historic buildings and
their uses in the settlement.
In the afternoon we caught a tall ship
around the harbour for two hours.
The crew took us below deck and told
us about the ship’s many journeys.
My favourite memory of the ship is

when Mr Keating and Madame Jacobs
climbed all the way up to the ‘crow’s
nest’ as we encouraged Madame
Jacobs and started a chorus of
‘Chicken, chicken, chicken,’ for
Mr Keating.
When we arrived at Cockatoo Island,
we unloaded our bags and met up in
the middle of the campsite before
setting off on a tour of the island. Our
guide took us around to see all the
incredible buildings made by convicts.
We also saw where the marines spent
their time when they weren’t on
duty. We took many great photos and
enjoyed ourselves immensely.
After a while, we began to feel tired
and very cold and it was with a sigh of
relief that we walked slowly back to
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Saturday 19 October – Saturday Sport
Commences
IPSHA Year 6 Cricket, Basketball and
Tennis will commence as per your
daughter’s team sheet.
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our tents to get changed before dinner.
Mr Keating chose people at random to
go up and join the enormous line at a
café with a gorgeous view of the harbour
and the glittering city lights as bright
as stars in the sky. For dinner we had
burgers and chips that were guarded
carefully in case of a seagull attack.
After dinner, we walked back to the
tent area pleasantly full and excited
about the marshmallow tasting.
Unfortunately, the fire was not hot
enough to toast our marshmallows.
But never fear – we happily ate them
straight out of the packet!
Everyone was beginning to feel drowsy
by now and our beds were extremely
warm and welcoming. As soon as I
laid my head down on my pillow I
fell into a deep and satisfying sleep.
‘Neave, Neave’ whispered my tent
buddy, ‘I need to go to the bathroom.’
My tent mate and I had agreed to rouse
each other if we wanted to leave the
tent, and as the toilets were about
50 m away, I found myself walking
still half asleep out of the tent at
around midnight. Luckily, our caring
and committed teachers were on duty
throughout the night and ensured
that Nim and I made it safely around
the campsite.

ABBOTSLEIGH NEWSLETTER

We woke up at around 6 am itching for
more exciting adventures and packed
up our belongings. Breakfast was at 8
am at the same lovely little café where
we had had dinner. The sky was full
of seagulls and midway through my
sausages and eggs about 20 seagulls
swooped towards our table. I ran under
the table. When I was persuaded
to come out, the remainder of my
breakfast had vanished!
We took a JetCat out to Parramatta
after we had collected lunch from the
cafeteria and before we knew it, we
had arrived at Elizabeth Farm. We were
then split into two groups, half of us
including went to St John’s Cemetery
first and the other to Elizabeth Farm.
Our guide at St John’s Cemetery walked
us around the graves of the early
settlement people buried there and
described their lives and their deaths
to us. I was even able to place flowers
on the grave of Ann Martin, a First Fleet
convict who was my great, great, great,
great, great, great, great grandmother!
We then caught a bus back to Elizabeth
Farm and had lunch before being split
into two groups of lads and lassies. Our
two guides took us around Mr and Mrs
Macarthur’s house and taught us many
intriguing jobs we would have had to

JS Singles Tennis Competition
Mr Paul Guirreri
JS PDHPE Coordinator
Last Saturday, 20 Junior School girls
took part in the annual JS Singles
Tennis Competition played on the
Senior School tennis courts. On a
warm and sunny day, there were many
tight contests culminating in Harriet
Chang, Phoebe Hamper, Evelyn Liu
and Abigail Ly progressing to the
semi-finals.
After two fabulous matches, Harriet
and Abigail progressed to the final
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which was played at lunchtime on
Monday in the Junior School. In a
match that featured many long rallies,
Abigail’s consistency of shot allowed
her to take many of these resulting in
a strong 6-2 victory. Congratulations
to Abigail who went through the
whole competition only conceding
a few games to come out on top as
the Junior School Singles Tennis
Champion for 2019!
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learn if we had been convicts working
at Elizabeth Farm. These included
setting the table, sweeping, mixing and
grinding herbs, washing (which required
a washing board, three buckets of water
and a bar of soap) and the fluffing up of
the mattresses.
I was extremely sad to leave behind the
wonderful experiences I had on convict
camp. I had enjoyed camp so much, I
never wanted to leave. Why couldn’t
we just wind back time and relive the
amazing and irreplaceable experiences?
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Senior School
Everett Scholarships
Mrs Colleen Fenn
Registrar
The Everett Scholarships were first
offered in 2000 following a gift from
Mrs Shirley Fong (AOG Shirley Lee, 1951)
to honour Miss G Gordon Everett, a great
Headmistress whose care and assistance
inspired Shirley Fong and the many
other young women who came under
her guidance.

One scholarship is available annually to a
Year 9 Abbotsleigh student moving from
Year 9 to Year 10. The scholarship gives
special recognition to a student’s sound
academic progress, contribution to Senior
College activities and a positive influence
within the Senior School. The scholarship
provides remission of tuition fees for the
first two terms of Year 10.

Please submit your Student Statement
online via AbbNet > Links > Student links
or Parent links > Scholarship applications.
Download your application here.
Closing date: Monday 28 October 2019.
Interviews will take place early November.

A New Beginning
Mrs Marg Selby
Careers Advisor
This week, we have sadly farewelled the
Year 12 Class of 2019 with a number of
wonderful events. They can now settle
down to their final preparations for their
upcoming external HSC exams, while
at the same time, excitedly looking
ahead to their new life outside school.
None of us can predict what the future
will look like, but all our girls should
feel optimistic and that they are well
prepared for the new challenges that
they might encounter.

Talk of how artificial intelligence and
robotics will be the way of the future
can be overstated. We should remember
that, while some traditional roles will
disappear, simultaneously, there will
be countless new roles developed.
There will always be a place for the
caring, nurturing professions and for
people with a good understanding of
ethical considerations and with a well
developed sense of responsibility. Our
school values of compassion, respect
and integrity should assist our most
recent graduates to successfully make
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their way in the world that lies ahead.
Good luck and best wishes to our 2019
Year 12 students.
For those students still at school, the
upcoming holiday break will provide
a welcome time to rest and relax. It
also will provide some time for careers
development programs via participation
in some guided holiday activities. For
details of some programs that might
interest you, please visit the Careers
page on AbbNet.
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Farewell, Year 12

Interschool Drone Challenge

A farewell and some photos from the last few days of
Year 12 activities.

Students from four schools reached great heights at the
first Interschool Drone Challenge.

READ MORE

READ MORE

Out of the Shadows of a
Long Summer

APA Book Club – Term 4
Book Discussion

Alison Rehfisch and her modernist contemporaries.
4 September to 10 October

The APA Book Club is looking forward to meeting in
Term 4 and discussing The Blue Rose by Kate Forsyth.
18 November

READ MORE

READ MORE
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