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A truly special teacher is very wise, and sees tomorrow in every
child's eyes.
I heard the most beautiful story a number of years ago; you may
have heard it - it is a story about a powerful emperor who decided
to honour the greatest person in his empire*. It goes something like this:
The emperor commissioned a delegation in full regalia to go into every corner of
his realm to find all those who were considered 'great' and have them gather in the
Imperial City. As the candidates arrived, a member of the grand council ensured
that a list was made recording their names and credentials: heroes from battle, the
wealthiest from commerce and trade, the most poetic in writing, the most insightful
in medicine, the most clever in invention and science, a talented musician, a gifted
artist, renowned lawyer, a famous orator, elite athlete, and others; each outstanding
in their own right.
It was a dazzling spectacle and, as the Emperor gazed at the awe inspiring group
before him, he wondered how he would choose who was the greatest among them.
Each had refined their talents and learning to be the best they could be in their
chosen field; they were indeed, 'the best of the best'.
As his eyes surveyed the glittering assembly, he suddenly noticed a white-haired
woman (or man if you prefer) standing quietly at the back. People greeted this
woman, whose eyes were alive with knowledge, understanding and care, with deep
respect and visible affection.
'Who is this woman?' demanded the Emperor. 'Why is she here? What has she done?'
'Your Majesty,' replied his chief minister, 'you have met and spoken with all the
greatest people of your empire. This is their teacher.'
In his wisdom, the emperor now understood who was indeed the greatest among
this distinguished group before him. To the applause of all who were assembled, the
Emperor came down from his throne to honour their teacher. For no matter how great
their achievements, no matter how great the person, all success begins with learning
and the encouragement to strive for excellence.
Today and over the next few days, schools all over Australia will be celebrating World
Teachers' Day. It is a time to reflect on the important job these highly professional
people do in preparing our young people to be the best they can be. As Abbotsleigh
will be celebrating this day next Tuesday, I would like take the opportunity of paying a
special tribute to our wonderful teachers in this week's Shuttle.
Teaching is a complex profession. Everyone thinks they know what is involved in
teaching because we have all been students. It is easy to judge – until you actually
have to teach, and then it can be an entirely different ballgame. I vividly remember
my father, who was a businessman, commenting after delivering a lecture at Sydney
University that, until he had had that experience, he had no idea how much was
involved in teaching. And that was just one lecture!

Our teachers are highly intelligent professionals. All have
degrees, many have master degrees, some have doctorates,
and all have our girls' interests, learning, social, emotional,
spiritual and physical needs front and centre of what they do.
They are passionate about their subjects and their students.
They work well into the evenings, on weekends and in their
holidays to create the best learning experiences for our girls
that they can. And they keep learning; refining their craft, so
that they may become the best teachers that they can be.

'One child, one teacher, one pen and one book can change the
world. Education is the only solution.'
As we reflect on World Teachers' Day and think about the great
teachers that we and our children may have had, I will return to
my story where the emperor delivered his final verdict:
'Honour those who teach, for they touch the future'.
*This story is adapted from The Assembly Collection (UK)

The education of our young people is just so important. As
Malala Yousafzai, aged 16, stated so powerfully to the United
Nations:

Chaplain
Mind the gap

Rev Jenni Stoddart | Chaplain
Have you ever noticed how so often reality does not live up
to advertising? Perhaps the most obvious example is the
McDonald's Big Mac. The one we see in the advertisement
looks the way it does because it is the product of four hours of
food styling, lighting, photography and photoshopping. The one
we receive at the counter is the work of some poor teenager
who has had three minutes to cook and deliver it to us. The gap
between promise and reality is huge.
In life we get used to ‘minding the gap’. I know as a parent so
often there is a gap between what I say, promise and expect
and what I actually deliver to my child. In the midst of this I
am deeply thankful for the God of steadfast love. There is no
gap between God’s promise and his action. He always keeps
his word. In the Old Testament there is a special word, hesed,
which describes this characteristic of God. We don’t quite have
an English word to match it – it means loyal love or faithful
loving kindness. It is the characteristic of acting for the benefit

of someone else without considering, ‘What’s in it for me?’
This is what God is like. We see this love ultimately in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus.
Perhaps your holiday did not live up to the advertising. Perhaps
your family is living with the reality of the HSC and you think
at times, ‘Did I really sign up for this?’ Perhaps you are
disappointed with yourself because the gap in your life is not as
you would like it to be.
As you start this term, remember there is no gap between God’s
promise and his action. His love is steadfast and faithful. And
in a world where we are often let down he is unrelenting in his
faithful love for those who turn to him in trust.
¹ I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever;
with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known
through all generations.
² I will declare that your love stands firm forever,
that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
Psalm 89:1-2

Community
Abbotsleigh Old Girls Reunite Globally
Mrs Victoria Rennie | Deputy Headmistress and Head of Senior School
With ex-students scattered across the globe it gave me great
pleasure to be able to join Mrs Krimmer in hosting three Old Girls'
reunions in San Francisco, New York and London. At each event we
had a wonderful time with Old Girls of all ages, all of whom are living
in the US and UK for a variety of reasons. It was such a joy to see our
girls connecting with each other, sharing past and present stories
while forging new friendships. I am always struck by the incredible
achievements and courage of Abbotsleigh girls, their energy and
passion for all they do, and these reunions certainly revealed that.
Mrs Krimmer and I had the opportunity to meet new Old Girls and
reconnect with girls we had previously taught.

Junior School
Becoming a Great Mathematician

trial and error and multiple pathways to making sense and solving
problems.

When asked, 'Does knowing tables matter?', my answer is
unequivocally 'Yes!' But this is too simplistic a response as there
is so much more that is equally important if we want our girls to
be great mathematicians.

Thus, it is with great delight that I share the fabulous Maths
Olympiad results our girls in Years 5 and 6 have achieved in
tackling exceptionally difficult and beyond primary curriculum
mathematical problems over several months this year. This
competition enables our able mathematicians to pit their
skills, conceptual understanding and mastery of this subject
against posed problems that challenge and extend their
thinking and capacity.

Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School

I argue that good mathematicians are seen to possess four
attributes:
1. Fluency with basic mathematics facts to a point of
automaticity. This is essential if one is to have sufficient
brain capacity remaining for the higher order investigating. Pete
Persistence is the girls' greatest friend here, as although this is
not the exciting and fun part of maths, it is essential that each
girl is able to automatically recall the basic number facts,
including times tables, pertinent to the content being covered.
2. Conceptual understanding is essential too, as pure rote
learning does not allow for insightful thinking and the transfer
of knowledge to different contexts. For instance, girls need
to know and be able to visualise that 2 x 3 is actually about
two groups of three being added together to give the answer of
six. This understanding needs to be learnt to a position of
mastery where in any similar situation, the skills and knowledge
of how to complete each sum is known without conscious
effort. Again, this is important for freeing up brain capacity
for higher order thinking and meaningful application.
3. Problem solving in mathematics is where the real fun is to be
had. There are nine problem solving strategies that we explicitly
teach to the girls. With fluency, conceptual understanding
and problem-solving strategies on board, our girls are set to be
successful in their mathematical endeavours.
4. However, I would also add one last attribute – that being the
capacity to understand that mathematics is more than
getting a right or wrong answer. In fact, there are often
multiple ways in which a problem can be solved. You will attest
to this when you try to show your daughter how you once solved
such a question and are promptly told that your suggestion is
unhelpful and unwanted. We are keen for our girls to realise
that a number of problem solving approaches are possible,
yet one is probably less likely to produce errors and more
efficient in reaching a solution. In this way we help our girls to
walk away from perfectionist tendencies and to revel in the

Playing With Words
Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School
It has become a tradition that at Abbotsleigh we keep the focus
on learning right up until the final week of this term with the
help of 'athons'. This year we are taking a different slant on
this concept to shine a light on the value and importance of
words and their meanings. Research is clear that sophisticated
comprehension and writing abilities are predicated by an
extensive and readily accessible vocabulary. To that end the
girls will bring home customised vocabulary lists on Monday of
next week to build their knowledge of Tier 2 words. These are
sophisticated, high frequency words found in a wide variety of
texts. Tier 2 words include language such as obvious, complex,

The 2018 Australasian Problem Solving Mathematical
Olympiads
Each year, schools from all over Australia, New Zealand and
other neighbouring countries take part in the APSMO Maths
Olympiads. In 2018, more than 32,000 students competed,
including our selected Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 students.
The overall aim is to encourage students to master major
strategies and develop flexibility for problem solving. The
competition also gives students the satisfaction, joy and
thrill of meeting challenges.
Congratulations are extended to the following girls who have
earned a competition total which places them in the top 10% of
all participants:
Stella Aung, Imogen Beletich, Sophia Chi, Sophie Choi, Arya
Gunalingam, Laeticia Lin, Ameya Reddy, Alyssa Sor, Emily Sor,
Sophia Sun, Emma Tan, Anica Wong, Danielle Wu, Alice Zhang
and Annie Zhang.
We also congratulate the following students who placed within
the top 20% of entrants:
Alexandra Balog, Beatrice Chung, Reena Du, Jolan Guo,
Aileen He, Luyan Jiang, Athena Lam, Katie Lee, Gemma
Leonardi, Phoebe Lim, Amber Li, Iris Li, Sally Liu, Katherine Ly,
Madeleine Ly, Annelise McCormick, Ashleigh Nguyen, Phoebe
Peng, Sara Shah, Alicia To, Natasha Ton, Sophie Watson,
Miraya Wazir, Shalisa Wijeyawardena, Isabelle Wong,
Olivia Wood and Emily Yan.
Well done to all students for exhibiting passion and determination
while solving challenging problems in tight time frames.

establish, verify, enthusiastic, brilliance and astonish. Such words
are most easily remembered when used through the context of a
story or poem, presented as games or word puzzles, acted out
and when seen visually through images and photos.
To add an element of competition and fun to this end of year
learning opportunity, the girls know that a pool party in the final
week of the term will be the prize for the house that achieves
the best results in pulverising vocabulary questions. We warmly
encourage all families to support their daughter by encouraging
her learning at home and assisting her to gain sponsors as this
is also a fundraising exercise. Not only will the girls benefit from
honing their vocabulary skills, but they will also be raising funds
to send the poorest of children to school at St Jude's in Tanzania.

Anglicare Toys ‘n’ Tucker Appeal

Mrs Valerie Williams | Christian Studies Teacher

Junior School students can bring in donations from Monday 29
October, and place their contributions under the Christmas tree
in Junior School Reception area.
Please note that food items need to be non-perishable
products.
Suitable items include:
Festive foods: Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes, long
life custard, tinned ham and other meats, canned fruits and
vegetables, also rice, pasta or other dried foods
Gifts for children, teens and adults: toys, board games, sports
equipment, retail gift cards, new clothing, pamper packs
Please remember
• NO perishable foods

Anglicare is once again preparing to 'share the joy' of
Christmas with people in need.
They are asking for donations of non-perishable foods items
and toys to provide gifts hampers to thousands of families
in Sydney and surrounding regions who would otherwise go
without this year.
As you shop in the coming weeks, could you please add some
extra items to share with others.

Transition to Year 2 Intensive
Swimming Program

Mrs Peita van Bussel | Transition to Year 2 Coordinator
All girls in Transition to Year 2 will be participating in an
intensive swimming lesson program from Monday 29
October to Friday 2 November 2018. This forms part
of the PDHPE curriculum and is intended to create water
confidence and safety and help prepare girls in Kindergarten
to Year 2 for their Infants Swimming Carnival to be held
on Friday 9 November 2018. Information has been
distributed to parents giving details of the clothing needed
by the girls to ensure success in this most important of
skill development sessions.

• NO chocolates
• NO toys that require batteries
Please leave all items UNWRAPPED as donations are used to
pack Christmas hampers especially suited for the families who
will receive them, so all items must be visible.
Thank you for your support in previous years and we look
forward to your donations under the tree again this year.

Sunglasses for Sight

Mrs Valerie Williams | Christian Studies Teacher
Thank you to everyone
who purchased the
'bear' cupcakes and
biscuits last term in
support of work of
Bear Cottage. Your
amazing support
helped to raise more
than $1,300 for the
care they provide to
very sick children.
Next Tuesday 30 October, Riya Jayakanthan is organising a
'Sunglasses for Sight' day and students can wear fancy or plain
sunglasses during recess and lunch.
A gold coin donation will be collected to assist the Fred Hollows
Foundation which seeks to end avoidable blindness and restore
the sight of thousands in over 25 countries around the world.

Growth and Development Sessions for Year 6
Mrs Kylie George | Year 6 Coordinator

This term Year 6 is studying Growth and Development in
Personal Development and Health lessons. Integral to this
course are the four one and half hour sessions run by Judith
Krause, a specialist in this field.

IPSHA Debating Gala Day

How Will the Abbfresh Fruit Festival Work?

Ms Breanne Porter | JS Enrichment Coordinator

Miss Brittany Black | Year 3 Coordinator

On Monday 29 October, Abbotsleigh will host the IPSHA
Debating Gala Day. Participating schools include Amity
College, Knox Grammar School, Lakes Grammar, Masada
College, MLC School, Ravenswood, Roseville College, St
Luke's Grammar, St Pius X College and Wahroonga Prep.
Parents are warmly invited to be audience members. The
first debate will commence at 9.30 am and the Gala Day will
conclude by 1.30 pm.

We are all very much looking forward to this year’s Abbfresh
Fruit Festival. Several stalls will be set up regularly in Weeks
5 and 6 for students to purchase fresh fruit and vegetable
products. The Year 2 and Year 3 students will be allocated one
recess to sell a fruit product that they create. This might be a
smoothie or fruit cup.

Congratulations to all the girls who have been involved
in Year 5 IPSHA debating this year; they should feel very
proud of their growth in debating since the IPSHA Debating
Competition started in Term 2.

IPSHA Saturday Sport 2019

Mr Paul Guirreri | JS PDHPE Coordinator
Due to the changes to IPSHA Saturday Sport in 2019 and
the addition of Year 3, please see below the training days
that will be allocated to each Year group from Term 1 in
2019:
• Year 3: and Year 4: Monday, 3.20-4.30 pm

The students will be given preparation time on the morning
of their stall. Parents are invited to assist with their daughter's
group. A note has been sent home for parents to nominate
their interest.
Each group will divide the purchase of materials and expenses
among themselves. Please assist your daughter to provide the
equipment and fruit she has agreed to supply. All proceeds will
be donated to St Lucy's School.
The girls are very excited about the Abbfresh Fruit Festival.
We look forward to having some parents assist on the day to
support such a wonderful learning opportunity.

• Year 5: Wednesday, 3.20-4.30 pm
• Year 6: Thursday, 3.20-4.30 pm

IPSHA Gymnastics 2018

Mrs Michelle Penn | JS PDHPE Teacher
Our Rhythmic and Artistic Gymnastics girls have been
keenly preparing for the IPSHA Gymnastics Competition to
be held on Thursday 25 October at the Sydney Gymnastics
and Aquatic Centre, Rooty Hill. We wish Sara Shah as the
Gymnastics Captain for 2018 and the girls every success
and commend them for their commitment to training and
determination to give of their best.
Artistic team 2018
Hannah Angus, Laura Bogdanovic, Aurora Caie,
Julia Cameron, Ashley Chan, Sophie Choi, Alice Citer,
Alexandra Cuthell, Jennifer Ding, Katherine Gooden,
Harriet Kaan, Phoebe Lim, Amber Liou, Alisha Ly,
Madeleine Ly, Charlize Mackie, Alexandra Moore,
Antonia Morgan, Zara Nguyen, Charlotte Parasyn,
Sarah Richardson, Sara Shah, Estella Tran, Nichola
Whitlocke-Jones, Annabel Woo and Rachael Yoon.
Rhythmic team 2018
Kaitlyn Blair, Chloe Chen, Joselyn Cheung, Serena Chi,
Sophia Chi, Vivian Chi, Nicole Gabonian, Nicole Gunn,
Natasha Horner, Leanne Huang, Tian Jiang, Lauren Kam,
Rachel Kim, Selene Lee, Amber Liou, Charlize Mackie, Aria
Niles, Harseerat Pal, Fern Ryan, Ishana Saha, Misha Vassfi,
Sarah Wang, Sophie Watson, Tasha Wong, Corinne Zhou
and Olina Zhou.
All results will be posted in next weeks Shuttle.

Transition and Kindergarten Play Afternoons
Ms Sally Ruston | Head of Junior School

It is with great excitement that we look forward to welcoming
our 2019 Transition and Kindergarten girls to a play afternoon
over the next four weeks. Our current Transition and
Kindergarten students are looking forward to acting as buddies
and helping the new girls.
Following the enthusiasm that our new students displayed
on the Orientation Morning during the first week of term, we
anticipate that many will want to extend their stay when it is
time to go home.
It was an absolute pleasure to watch the girls interact with
each other and to hear them ask their parents if they could stay
a bit longer. The play afternoons will take place on Tuesdays
for Transition and Thursdays for Kindergarten girls over the
following four weeks. This will ensure that all new girls are
comfortable and familiar with their surroundings and ready to
begin their journey at Abbotsleigh in 2019.

Royal School of Church Music Festival
Mr Stephan Kooper | Head of Junior School Music

On Tuesday 23 October, our Cantare choristers headed to St Andrews
Cathedral, Sydney to participate in this year's Royal School of Church Music
Primary Schools Festival Service. Our choristers joined with other musicians
from around Sydney and led in worship through sacred classics, ancient and
modern songs.
Stephen Darlington, Christ Church Cathedral Oxford, United Kingdom, was the
Festival Director and the organist was Ross Cobb, from St Andrew's Cathedral.
It was a spectacular occasion and a fitting celebration of the best of the
wonderful choral work going on in our schools.

Senior School
Early Music Festival

Ms Louise Keller | Music Teacher
Abbotsleigh girls in the Combined
Chamber Choir and Senior Strings
were involved in the Early Music
Festival concert on 17 October in
the Peter Duly Concert Hall. These
ensembles have been working for two
terms with internationally acclaimed
baroque music specialists, to better
understand and learn historically
accurate performance practices. On
Wednesday, the Senior Strings girls
were joined by members of the Muffat
Collective to perform the evocative
overture, Burlesque de Quixote by
Telemann, followed by students and
teachers playing solos and duets on
the violin, cello, guitar and recorder.
Abbotsleigh parent, Warren
Trevelyan-Jones, conducted a rousing
performance of Gloria by Vivaldi,
showcasing all that was learnt in the Baroque workshops, masterclasses and
musicology sessions. These combined forces included a choir of Abbotsleigh
students, parents and teachers accompanied by the Senior Strings with
students also on the harpsichord, trumpet and oboe – a truly inclusive
Abbotsleigh community event!
Perhaps the highlight of the evening was a performance by members of the
Muffat Collective (Matthew Greco on violin, Anton Baba on cello, Anthony
Abouhamad on harpsichord and Mikaela Oberg on baroque flute playing an
exquisite Telemann suite. This music powerfully demonstrated the beauty and
grace of baroque music when played with historical accuracy.
We are so privileged to have the opportunity to collaborate with, and learn
from, international performing artists of the calibre of Mr Trevelyan-Jones and
the Muffat Collective. The result of this Early Music Project for our Abbotsleigh
students has been a deep learning and understanding of seventeenth century
society and music.

Women in the workforce
Mrs Marg Selby | Careers Advisor

In a school that prides itself on empowering young women, it
is of particular interest to read the results of recent research
that shows, despite an overall increase in the number of female
executives in the corporate world (nearly up to 25%), it is still men
who dominate the roles that lead to CEO positions. For example,
only 12% of Chief Financial Officers are females. Abbotsleigh
has worked with former student Camilla Love (1996), founder
of Future Females in Finance (F3) to redress this situation. She
has run a seminar for us, using a panel of several AOGs from the
financial industry and spoken at Careers Nights, encouraging our
young women to consider a future in finance.

While the statistics relating to women holding top jobs in the
corporate world still has lots of room for improvement, in the
public sector, things look much brighter. The Assistant Director
of the National Gallery, Alison Wright, says that 69% of workers
in her organisation are women. The arts industry is more
flexible and progressive and provides excellent opportunities
for a decisive leader. Women in leadership roles she believes,
need to be firm but kind, have courage and to take risks. These
thoughts all align with the values that we teach our students at
Abbotsleigh. Thus, it would seem that we are on the right path to
empower our young women to be future leaders in the workplace.
For other careers news please visit the Careers page on AbbNet.

Follow us on Facebook today to keep up
to date with Abbotsleigh activities, news,
photos and videos.
www.facebook.com/Abbotsleigh

International Day Assembly

A Double Bass Journey to Dusseldorf

Showcasing song, dance and language from across the
world, International Day celebrates diversity at Abbotsleigh.

Isabelle Teo (Year 6) recounts her incredible trip
to Germany to learn new techniques in a music
masterclass.

Read more

Read more

AbbSchool Dance Event

The Grace Cossington Smith art award

A culmination of the hard work and commitment
our AbbSchool dancers have demonstrated throughout
the year. Saturday 10 November.

Join us for the presentation and opening of the
Grace Cossington Smith biennial art award on
Saturday 3 November.

Read more

Read more
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