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From the Headmistress

The strength of
community

I

In my final Around Abbotsleigh introduction,
I would like to thank you for your support and
encouragement over my 12 years of headship.

I have had time to reflect this year on the importance
of our community, asking the question, what binds us
together? Perhaps it is not only Abbotsleigh that we have
in common, but rather a belief in the transformational
opportunities of educating young women.
After 131 years of school history, Abbotsleigh’s focus
remains on helping young women find their voice,
discover their gifts and contribute to the world. Our
whole premise is that each child is made in the image of
God and individual strengths need to be nurtured.
A strong community looks out for one another. One of my joys in this
role has been to witness the power of relationships in our school.
With the students being the centre of our community, it is glorious
to observe the girls’ growing friendships develop over the years.
Our parents play a vital role. They not only financially support the
education of their daughters and provide support for education
at home, they also bring valuable skills, engage with the work of
the School, and contribute hours of volunteering each year.
Abbotsleigh teachers are the hardest working educators that I
have ever had the privilege of working alongside. They understand
that teaching is inherently relational. Good teachers know their
subject matter, great teachers know their students, and unlocking
the potential of students is the mission of every educator at
Abbotsleigh. Our non-teaching staff also contribute immensely to
the life of the School, often going beyond expectations to ensure
excellence in services and support for the school community.
Our network of Old Girls intersects closely with the School. Our Old
Girls return to speak at career nights, assemblies and Speech Days
to inspire the current girls. Each reunion I have attended, regardless
of when the women left Abbotsleigh, has always been full of
stories. Memories of their time at school bubble forth, enlightening
me on the mischief they got up to and sometimes of the lessons
they learned in doing so. Old Girls bind this community from one
decade to another – I treasure the part they play in the rich fabric
of the life of the School and appreciate their generous support.

and our country. Conceptualising who we are as Australians,
however, would not be complete without careful examination
of the Aboriginal culture. Our Indigenous Scholarship program
has broadened our community allowing us to learn from each
other and to date we have contributed to the education of 19
Aboriginal girls from country NSW studying from Years 7-12.
Good communities build strong relationships within –
outstanding communities go beyond this, having the willingness
to look outward and to challenge themselves to contribute to a
greater good. At the recent Abbotsleigh Foundation and school
community function, I talked about Australia’s response to
the multitude of displaced people in the world seeking refuge
and called on our own community to support the Archbishop
in his call to ‘not only pray for these victims of persecution,
but to step up and be prepared to do whatever is within
our power to provide a warm and generous welcome,
coupled with practical assistance, to ensure that those
who come to find safety in Australia are afforded the best
possible chance to make a new start and benefit as fully
as possible from the peace, freedom and opportunity that
Australia offers’. As we share a belief in the transformational
opportunities of educating young women, I encourage our
community to consider how we might extend our capacity to
provide educational opportunities to new arrivals, affording
young women the best possible chance to make a new
start, by opening our Abbotsleigh gates just a little wider.
One of the joys in my role at Abbotsleigh has been to
witness the power of relationships in this community
and I know they will continue to flourish. I feel deeply
blessed to have been a part of this exceptional school.
Mrs Judith Poole
Headmistress

Our student body contains more than 30 different nationalities.
This demographic provides an opportunity to celebrate our family
histories, share cultural traditions and enriches our community
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A lasting
legacy
This year we bid farewell to Judith Poole, the
10th Headmistress of Abbotsleigh; a visionary
leader with enormous capacity and energy and
a heart to selflessly give

S

Speak to Judith and you will soon hear that among her most
joyful times at the School have been when she has spent time
with our students. Whether she is training a softball team,
having morning tea with students, attending assembly or
teaching a class, Judith is as interested in the learning needs
of young children as she is in the outcomes for
Year 12 students.
Known as an exemplary strategic and creative thinker,
Judith’s clear and inspiring vision for Abbotsleigh has only
been matched by her compassion and concern for each
student, staff and community member. These personal and
intellectual qualities have been used to position the School at
the forefront of innovation, creating an outstanding learning
environment. Judith has lead and encouraged our community
with her unique ability to balance clarity of thought with
an understanding of the complexity and interdependence
of initiatives and decisions. Her strong faith in God, her
commitment to sport and fair competition and her delightful
sense of fun underpin all her interactions. Abbotsleigh is
fortunate to have been led, these past 12 years, by a woman
of such vision, integrity and passion.
A visionary

On her appointment in 2005, Judith worked consultatively to
set the strategic vision for the first five years of her headship,
creating working groups of Council members, staff and key
educators to ensure that multiple projects were planned
and completed. The Indigenous Task Force was a prime
example of Judith’s commitment to a project that has enriched
Abbotsleigh and attracted the support of our community.
Working in partnership with Yalari, the School has supported
boarding scholarships for Indigenous students since 2008,
and nobody was prouder than Judith when our first Indigenous
students graduated in 2013. It is a testament to her humility
and dedication to this program that this year’s dinner to
farewell Judith as Headmistress was focused at her request,
on fundraising to ensure the sustainability of the Indigenous
Scholarship program.
Under Judith’s headship, the Abbotsleigh Centre for
Environmental Education (ACEE) was established in 2011 to
provide a creative space for educating girls in sustainability
and environmental responsibility. In 2013, Abbotsleigh
opened the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery; this visionary
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space brings artists, students and the community together
to learn and to celebrate creativity and has expanded the
educational possibilities at the School. These unique learning
spaces are evidence of Judith’s visionary leadership and her
ability to bring resources and expertise together to enhance
the learning for all Abbotsleigh girls.
Judith’s strengths include her encouragement of others to see
possibilities in ‘futures thinking’, constructively imagining the
future of our school and inspiring us to support innovation.
During Judith’s time as Headmistress, she has established
many programs allowing students to access and manipulate
emerging technologies. The new and thriving robotics
program is just one example of her enthusiasm for providing
girls with opportunities to imagine, to experiment and to
learn, without the constraint of requiring perfect outcomes.

“

Judith is as interested in the learning
needs of young children as she is in the
outcomes for Year 12 students.
Well before other schools embraced the importance of
the STEM subjects of Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics, Judith led Abbotsleigh in understanding
the importance and benefits of investing in STEM from
the first stages of Early Learning up to Senior College. Her
commitment to excellence in early learning and the value
of enabling women and men to have access to high quality
in child care, also saw the opening of the 70 place Early
Learning Centre in 2010. Under Judith’s headship, this state
of the art facility has been consistently rated as exceeding all
standards and is in high demand with extensive waitlists.
A builder
The first major building project during Judith’s tenure was the
long awaited, purpose built Kindergarten to Year 3 Evelyn
Forster Infants Wing and Early Learning Centre. Recognising
that successful programs require resourcing, she facilitated
and oversaw years of research and planning leading to
the 2010 opening of this facility which is enjoyed for both
its design and functionality. Judith’s financial acumen and
her relationship skills contributed to the School securing

two Federal Government grants and the gift of a generous
bequest, enabling this project to be built within the School’s
recurrent budget.
In addition to the ACEE and the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery, the conversion of Read House for Year 7 boarding is
another wonderful example of how Judith led the School to
repurpose facilities that broadened the learning environment
and opportunities for our girls. With support from the Council
of Abbotsleigh, Judith has also overseen a strategic increase
in the School’s property footprint to ensure access to
resources for future generations of students.
Judith has a great passion and ability for sport, and believes
in its importance and contribution to girls’ physical, emotional
and intellectual wellbeing. Leading the most ambitious
building project ever undertaken by the School, Judith worked
tirelessly with Council to ensure the on time and on budget
opening in 2015 of the architecturally awarded Abbotsleigh
Sports Precinct.
The dance studios within the new hall have given place and
priority to the dance program and the fully equipped strength
and conditioning room added a competitive dimension to
training sessions. The magnificent hall and oval are used
extensively by Junior and Senior School girls as well as for
adult social competitions, while the underground car park
could not have come quickly enough for staff and parents.
Last year we were delighted to celebrate our school’s birthday
followed by Speech Day in this remarkable space. This facility,
masterminded by the skilled input of Abbotsleigh staff and
the expertise of architects and builders, has significantly
increased Abbotsleigh capacity to cater for the needs of its
community and can be considered a hallmark of Judith’s
commitment to physical education for girls.
A community minded spirit
Judith has continued to inspire our girls to be socially and
emotionally connected to the wider community by giving
service and contributing to society. Embedding ServiceLearning into the fabric of the School, Judith has seen this
as an integral part of a Christian education and an important
part of girls recognising their privileges and learning their
responsibilities in the global community. Judith is also known
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as generously giving her time and expertise to multiple groups
within our community.
Strengthening and building ties within our vibrant Old Girl
community has always been a priority for Judith, being a firm
believer in the importance of the Old Girl voice to Abbotsleigh.
Judith has been tireless in her commitment to attending
reunions and events, always greatly enjoying and valuing the
company and wisdom of our expanding Old Girl community.
Throughout her headship, Judith has been a staunch
supporter of our parent groups and has been dedicated to
ensuring a cohesive Pre K to Year 12 involvement of parents
in their daughters’ education. Parents have always known
to expect Judith’s warm support and attendance at multiple
social and fundraising events where parents help us sustain
our community.
With a belief in the importance of our girls feeling confident
in the global community, Judith has strengthened our many
sister school connections with visits and exchanges. Each
year a growing number of Senior School students have
spent time abroad in cultural visits, shorts stays or extended
exchanges in countries that cross the globe. The growth
and development of our International Day program is also
evidence of Judith’s commitment to the girls developing a
global perspective. Visiting Nepal in 2012 with our girls and
supporting regular service trips to Cambodia and Fiji, Judith
has always understood and led our school in the importance
of international understanding. She drove the introduction
of Mandarin in 2009 as a language accessible to all girls
from Early Learning to Year 12 through AbbSchool and core

AA
6

curriculum delivery. This vision has led to a student and staff
exchange program established with Yu Cai school in Beijing,
China and this year Junior School girls, parents and teachers
toured China in a second round of exchanges.
Judith has also contributed to the broader educational
community in many ways and has shown leadership and
collegial support in a range of educational bodies. She has
been an active and well respected member of AHISA, sharing
her expertise and experience with other school leaders.
Her chairing of the Alliance of Girls Schools Association,
membership of several AIS councils, leadership in Girl Guides
Australia, parish contributions and active involvement in
AHIGS show her capacity to contribute to and effect positive
change beyond our school. Her determination to establish
a meaningful connection between Abbotsleigh and Holroyd
High School is only one example of her commitment to reach
out to others. This partnership has proven significant for both
schools with our girls learning more about the world from
each interaction. Judith truly is a global citizen who delights in
seeing others thrive.
A woman of faith
One might surmise that this ‘heavy lifting’ as a leader has
meant that Judith is serious and only about hard work.
Nothing could be further from the truth as she will equally be
remembered for her wonderful sense of fun, warm humour
and ability to see the good in every challenge. Whether nursing
a toddler in the Early Learning Centre, coaching her Year 7
softball team to premiership or hamming it up for the Year 12
final activities, Judith is most at home mentoring, supporting,
encouraging and having fun with girls. Her belief in God is
complemented by her belief in others and her desire to see
them shine. The teaching of the Christian Studies course
to Year 11 girls is a highlight and sacrosanct time in her
extraordinarily busy calendar. Judith is a born educator who
shares her authentic faith in God by connecting with others
and optimistically broadening the horizons and ambitions of
our girls.
We have been truly blessed to have shared 12 years of Judith
Poole’s life as Headmistress of Abbotsleigh. She leaves
a lasting legacy of excellence across so many domains.
The stained glass windows in the Chapel commissioned
in collaboration with the Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union are
symbolic of her leadership at Abbotsleigh. She has provided a
framework and structure through which the Christian values
of the School shine and the beauty of her contributions have
brought to life colourful patterns and vibrant colours in our
school and in the wider community. As she concludes her
leadership at Abbotsleigh, we celebrate an extraordinary
woman of faith, compassion and courage. (1739)
This article originally appeared in
Headmistress’s Report 2016.
Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds
Deputy Headmistress and Head of Senior School
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
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From the Chair
of Council

O

On behalf of the School Council I welcome you to this edition
of Around Abbotsleigh.
You have probably heard that in October this year Bob Dylan
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. I caught the tail
end of his most successful era (the late ‘60s and ‘70s), and
still enjoy many of his wonderful songs.
One comes to mind as I write this, the 1964 classic –
The Times They Are A-Changin’.
It is certainly true here at Abbotsleigh.
By the end of this year we will have farewelled two of our
most significant leaders – our Headmistress Mrs Judith
Poole, and our Deputy Head, Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds.
Unfortunately, there is not sufficient space in a short
article to do justice to the contributions that each has
made to Abbotsleigh. It will have to suffice to say that they
are both extraordinary leaders and educators, who have
together helped make Abbotsleigh the outstanding school
it is. We thank and congratulate Judith and Julie.

Abbotsleigh as THE school of choice for students and
educators. Hence our delight at the appointments of
Megan Krimmer as our new Headmistress, and Victoria
Rennie as our new Deputy. Both Megan and Victoria
are also gifted leaders and educators, each with some
understanding of Abbotsleigh (having worked here in earlier
years), and yet having honed their skills over the most recent
years in different educational contexts. We eagerly anticipate
the contribution each will make to Abbotsleigh in the years
ahead. Please continue to pray for them as they prepare to
come – and then welcome, encourage, and support them in
all their endeavours.
With my prayers for you in the upcoming Christmas season
that God’s blessings may be with you and your families as
we celebrate the birth of the Saviour of the world, the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Rev Ian Millican
Chair of Council

And so, the times, they are a-changin’.
What is not changing is Council’s commitment to your
daughters, as we continue to work hard to maintain

FOLLOW US AND LIKE US ON
2,237
people
reached

www.twitter.com/abbotsleigh

www.facebook.com/abbotsleigh

www.instagram.com/abbotsleigh
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Leadership
shared
As we farewell Julie Wilson Reynolds for sunny Queensland,
Headmistress, Judith Poole, reflects on the blessing of having
worked with an exceptional leader

R

Reflecting on my 12 years as Headmistress of Abbotsleigh, one of the relationships I have
enjoyed is the one that is created with the Deputy, and I have had the privilege of building
two such relationships during this period.
The Deputy is the one that steps in when I am away, and the role has also had the brief of
Head of Senior School added to the portfolio, managing all operations for Years 7-12.
It was therefore with much excitement, mixed with a touch of sadness, that we learnt that
Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds was appointed Principal of St Hilda’s School in Queensland to begin
in 2017.
Julie has been a gracious, elegant and effective leader, creating a culture of openness and
optimism. Her Christian commitment and dedication underpins her approach to everything
she does. Highly relational with students and staff, she has always taken the time to focus
on the needs of the individual, showing honesty, consistency, compassion, respect and
assertiveness while working towards the best possible outcome.

Julie’s passions have included promoting student voice and stretching our high potential
learners. The Middle School students have loved having her as their English teacher
and the Prefects have appreciated her never ending attempts to fit their ideas into the
assembly roster.
Challenges are never far away from Julie’s thinking. Her infectious ‘can do’ attitude has
provided the motivation to make things happen. In her first year she took on the Head of
Curriculum role in addition to leading the Senior School. The relationships she developed
at that time continued to strengthen the Senior School Leadership Team, building a shared
vision and supportive environment. Our impressive HSC results are one indication of her aim
for excellence in teaching and learning, while professional conversations between Heads of
Department and their staff and between staff in different departments have seen continued
improvement in the reflective practice of teachers.
Julie embraces lifelong learning, which is something we encourage in our girls. It was
inspiring to see her drive and tenacity to complete her PhD on Creative Leadership while
working full time. When she sets herself a goal and timeline, her energy and inner strength
combine to see great things happen.
In 2016, Julie set up a student research group for our high potential learners to work in
a self-directed manner and develop fine research skills while pursuing an area of deep
interest. This group investigates a range of interesting questions and meets weekly to share
their progress. They are mentored by a supportive team of teachers including Donna Moffatt
our Director of Innovative Learning, Bronwyn Foxall our Head Librarian and Julie herself.
Julie’s inner strength, empathy, positive outlook and sense of purpose has led the Senior
School in continuous improvement. She has been a great partner for me in my leadership
in building a shared vision, along with the Senior Leadership Team, to take Abbotsleigh to
new horizons. Her service to the School has been exceptional and we wish her well in the
next step of her career as Principal of St Hilda’s School and thank her for leaving her unique
footprint on our hearts.
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All work and
no play
Where’s your happy place? Research shows the
benefits of an active life outside the classroom
writes Pat Griffiths, AbbSchool and Extended
Tuition Coordinator

W

‘Where has this school been all my life?’ This was said by
former Abbotsleigh student Jess Cant to her mother after
her first week in Year 5 at Abbotsleigh. What excited Jess
were the abundant opportunities on offer that allowed
her to explore her passion, skills and friendships through
a broad range of cocurricular activities. Jess is now in her
final year at Sydney University and says that the ability
to balance her studies alongside opportunities outside
of the classroom is the number one reason she loved
Abbotsleigh so much – it was so much more than ‘just a
school’ for her.
Abbotsleigh’s extensive cocurricular program allows
students of all ages to learn, discover, socialise and
above all, enjoy the learning experience through
stimulating environments that are alternative to, and
sometimes a relief from, the classroom. AbbSchool,
the main provider of these programs, offers a diverse
range of high quality activities promoting the positive
development of students – engaging them in school life in
a stimulating and fun environment.

“

There is mounting evidence that
activity participation facilitates healthy
development, academic achievement,
self-esteem, resilience, school
engagement and physical health, and
assists the development of social,
interpersonal and general life skills.
There is mounting evidence that activity participation
facilitates healthy development, academic achievement,
self-esteem, resilience, school engagement and
physical health, and assists the development of social,
interpersonal and general life skills. There are also
clear links to school retention, risk reduction and
problem prevention, occupational attainment and
civic involvement.
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Feedback from students often focuses on the burning
passion that they feel about their chosen activity; their
exhilaration at discovering the depth and breadth of
their abilities, the magic of losing themselves in the
activity, and that it is a happy place, free from stress and
problems outside.
Constant throughout the feedback is appreciation of the
friendships they form. ‘Dance especially has provided me
with the best of friends; I have grown so close to some of
my friends because of how we go through the same fun yet
challenging experiences.’
Such positive experiences provide the solid foundation
for the abundant developmental benefits being revealed
through research. The engagement, fun and friendships
so valued by the students contribute to their broader
psycho-social, educational and general wellbeing and
confirm the importance of cocurricular activities in a
balanced education.
References
Annear, K. (2010) Music, dance, drama: the benefits of
extracurricular participation, Teacher, July, pp 46-50.
Barber, B., Abbott, B., Blomfield, C., Eccles, J., (2009)
Secrets of their success: Activity participation and positive
youth development, Handbook of positive psychology in the
schools, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, pp 273-289.
Barber, B., Stone, M., Eccles, J., (2010) Protect, prepare,
support, and engage: The roles of school-based
extracurricular activities in students' development, In:
Handbook of Research on Schools, Schooling and Human
Development, Routledge, pages 366-378.

AHIGS Festival of
Speech
On Friday 22 and Saturday 23 October, Abbotsleigh was abuzz as it hosted the annual
AHIGS Festival of Speech, writes Jennie Kelly, SS PDHPE Teacher and festival organiser

T

This year marked the 100th year of the AHIGS
organisation, the Association of Heads of Independent
Girls’ Schools, with more than 30 girls’ schools
meeting at Abbotsleigh to compete. The festival
aims to encourage communication, cooperation and
collegiality amongst independent girls’ schools in
NSW as well as to provide a platform for the ideas and
opinions of young women to be heard.
It was a very busy time with the Senior School
day finishing on Friday at 1 pm to allow time to
set up dozens of competition spaces, scoring
and preparation areas, and catering for almost
1,000 students and staff. In true Abbotsleigh
style students, teachers, plus maintenance,
grounds, cleaning and administration staff worked
harmoniously to pull the event together.
The festival was particularly exciting with the
inclusion of Debating and Drama, which are held
biennially in addition to the annual Poetry, Prose
Reading, Public Speaking, Current Affairs and
Religious and Ethical Questions.
The festival atmosphere was enhanced by stalls
run by Senior School clubs. This was a mutually
beneficial initiative raising funds to support our
service clubs and providing food options for
competitors and guests. A number of our music
students performed and contributed to the
overall atmosphere.

As a tribute to the 100th anniversary, each
competing school was asked to design a poster
showcasing their school and highlighting the
school’s links to AHIGS. Abbotsleigh’s Year 9
Archdale Debating team, recent winners of
the Archdale Debating grand final, designed
Abbotsleigh’s entry.
The level of competition in all sections was
impressive and our girls came away with some
outstanding results. In addition to the honour of
hosting this prestigious festival, it was very exciting
to learn that Abbotsleigh achieved 3rd place overall
in the competition.
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Abbotsleigh
Literary Festival
2016

W

We hosted more than 30 speakers over
the three-day event in August, involving
every student from the ELC through to
Year 11, along with visitors from as far
away as Shellharbour, Wentworth Falls
and the Central Coast.
Special events for the girls
Apart from the myriad choices of authors
and illustrators to see, the Senior
School opening assembly featured Emily
Maguire (from The Stella Prize group)
and Murray Hawkins (from Scholastic
Australia). Emily shared her journey to
become an author and how important
it was for her to be able to express her
ideas imaginatively
On the Tuesday, the 2nd Abbotsleigh
Spelling Bee was held in the Assembly
Hall, involving everyone in Years 7-11.
This event was sponsored by Scholastic
Australia, who presented packages of
books to the winners.
The Junior School Book Parade was held
on the Wednesday in brilliant sunshine.
This celebration of books and reading
was the culmination of the Literary
Festival in the Junior School with the
girls joining with parents and friends for
lunch on the lawn.
Special events for adults
The Opening Champagne Reception
featured Peter FitzSimons, who spoke
about the importance of storytelling and
the ways in which it gives us a diversity
of experience that can protect us from
small mindedness. He suggested that
reading a book a week can save us from
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This year, the Abbotsleigh Literary Festival’s theme was ‘Finding
your place’, and we all enjoyed the opportunity to talk with authors
and illustrators and to learn about the power of literature, writes
Bronwyn Foxall, Senior School Library Head of Department

a raft of evils. The event was held in the
Grace Cossington Smith Gallery, which
held an enchanting exhibition, Shaun
Tan: The art of story: Discovering The
Lost Thing, book to film, to coincide with
the festival.
The Literary Lunch, held in the Dining
Room, featured author Meg Kenneally
and author and Abbotsleigh Old Girl
Nicole Alexander (1983). Dr Julie Wilson
Reynolds interviewed the authors on
the subject of finding their own place
within their family heritage, their working
lives and their creative development
as authors.
A writing workshop with Darcy-Lee
Tindale was a special offering for adults
as was a talk on the importance of
reading by Jacqueline Harvey.

Speakers

Jacqueline Harvey

Peter Carnavas

Aaron Blabey

Jessica Shirvington

Peter Fitzsimons

Belinda Landsberry

John Larkin

R.A. Spratt

Benjamin Johnston

Jules Faber

Randa Abdel-Fattah

Boori (Monty) Prior

Kirsty Eagar

Sarah Ayoub

Claire Zorn

Lili Wilkinson

Serena Geddes

Darcy-Lee Tindale

Louise Owens

Sue DeGennaro

Emily Maguire

Matthew Lin

Toon Creations

Frances Watts

Mireille Juchau

Will Kostakis

Geoffrey McSkimming

Morris Gleitzman

Yvette Poshoglian

Isobelle Carmody

Nicole Alexander

Jackie French

Oliver Phommavanh

Booksellers and book signing
There were bookstalls on both
campuses with queues of girls and
visitors lining up for the authors to
sign their books. We are especially
grateful to Morris Gleitzman, who signed
books for nearly an hour after his talk
despite being quite ill. A percentage
of all book sales was donated to the
Abbotsleigh libraries.
Sponsors
The 2016 Literary Festival was
sponsored by the Abbotsleigh
Foundation, Scholastic Australia, Fuji
Xerox, The Children’s Bookshop at
Beecroft, and Harper Collins.
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Maker
Education
Our students have been engaged in a compelling way
to learn writes Donna Moffatt, Director of Learning
Innovation, and we are excited to see where this
will lead

Parramatta, girls were encouraged to make and to undertake
such subjects as woodwork. More recently, Abbotsleigh’s
Centre for Environmental Education, the Grace Cossington
Smith Gallery, the libraries, and our virtual spaces have all
been developed to provide opportunities for learners to work in
a different way.

M

Maker Spaces, the maker movement and maker faires are
popping up all around Australia and the world. Even the White
House held its first maker faire in June, 2014.
So, what is a Maker Space? It is a space that invites, in fact
inspires learning. It is a hub for invention where high-tech
tools (laser cutters, 3D printers), low-tech tools and recycled
products sit side-by-side. Maker Spaces facilitate cooperative,
project-based learning, hands-on activities, independent
inquiry and students as producers of knowledge.

Making is about the act of creation with familiar and
unfamiliar materials. It encourages sharing of the product as
well as the process, and creates ownership even when what
you create isn’t perfect. Researchers have identified the ‘IKEA
effect’ in which people value their creations more than the
same objects created perfectly by craftspeople.
The idea of a Maker Space is steeped in Abbotsleigh’s
tradition. As far back as 1895, during the School’s time at
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This year, our students have trialled a designated space for
making and tinkering. Girls from Years 6-10 have all worked
in what will become a designated Maker Education Space on
the Senior School campus. As well as numerous cocurricular
projects in such areas as Robotics, Digital Creatives and
AbbCraft (Minecraft), there have been many curriculum
projects where our students have made works to represent:
●● the principle of forces in Physics
●● German traditional customs
●● geographical land formations
●● philosophical views of life
●● children’s toys and games
●● bridges
●● historical routes such as the Silk Road and
●● billycarts
Pop up Maker Spaces have also been a regular addition to the
Early Learning Centre and Junior School campus. During the
first half of the year, Year 1 girls worked on a passion project
that projected light or sound and they exhibited their finished
products alongside Year 9 at Abbotsleigh’s GLOW festival in
June. Year 3 recently held a celebration of learning for parents
and community where they shared the historical artefacts
they had made and, for the first time, we had a Maker Club for
Junior School students.
As the girls have engaged in making, they have been designing
and playing; giving form to the imagined; and building
and iterating.

Boots and all
At our annual fundraising Leather and Laces lunch,
writes Danielle Cotter, Development Manager, parents
and Abbotsleigh supporters gave their all to support the
Indigenous Scholarships program

T

The annual Leather and Laces
fundraising lunch was once again
an outstanding success. Held on
Friday 26 August at a new venue,
Doltone House Hyde Park, the event
had a record number of attendees
and everyone enjoyed good food and
each other’s company. The crowd
was entertained by sports panellists
Braith Anasta, Gorden Tallis and Alyssa
Healy as they shared their personal
stories during a lively discussion.
The event was a frenzy of fun activities,
including live and silent auctions, and
guests gave generously to support
Indigenous Scholarships at Abbotsleigh.
The event raised more than $130,000,
which will make a real difference
to Indigenous girls’ education.
Thank you to everyone who attended,
our event sponsors, donors and to our
volunteers, it was a fabulous afternoon.

Vale Rebecca Wilson
(1961-2016)
At the 2012-2015 Leather and Laces sports lunches, the late Rebecca
Wilson, renowned sports journalist and broadcaster was our generous MC.
Sadly, Rebecca passed away on 7 October 2016 after a private battle with
breast cancer. Rebecca always gave freely of her time, doing all she could
to assist in the organisation of our fundraising lunch and often helping us by
rallying sports personalities to appear on our panel.
Together with her friend Stuart Gregor, who has been our entertaining
auctioneer each year, the two ensured our events were fun, lively and a
great success.
Abbotsleigh extends deepest sympathies to Rebecca’s husband John
Hartigan, her two boys Tom and Will and to all her friends including members
of our Abbotsleigh staff.
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The courage
to dream
Development Manager, Danielle Cotter
caught up with Bonnie Cochrane, the
mother of one of Abbotsleigh’s Indigenous
Scholarship girls, to understand what it
means for her daughter to be at Abbotsleigh

B

Bonnie tell me a little about where
you grew up as a child
I was born and raised in the small
country town of Walgett. My mother and
father are both from Gamiloroi country
and I am the eldest of five children.
What was life like as a young child?
I was raised with my dad Arthur. It was
always just him and me. I remember as
a child he would pay me to make him
tea but he insisted on me putting every
$2 I received away for safe keeping. He
was a truck driver who really taught me
some wonderful values and work ethics.
One of which is ‘an educated person
can change the world’.
Growing up as an Indigenous child in a
small isolated town didn’t really give me
many opportunities outside of NSW but
it taught me how important family is.
What was school like?
All of my peers that I went to school with
are still in Walgett, with a majority of
them not working and having some form
of addiction, be it alcohol, gambling,
drugs and so on. I remember when I got
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to Year 7 my dad sent me away to an
Aboriginal Hostel in Manly and I went to
a great school, Mackillop Girls.
By the end of Year 8 I found myself back
in Walgett due to homesickness and
ended up at Walgett High School. I was
one who stuck to the rules and always
tried my best, but unfortunately at the
end of Year 9 a teacher had said to me
and I do remember it vividly, ‘Bonnie
you are only at high school to receive
ABSTUDY aren’t you?’ I don’t even
remember why someone would make
this judgment of me because as I said
I was very shy and always stuck to the
rules. This devastated me as I was a
good kid and I knew it. This judgment
came from someone who was meant to
be there to help educate me and in the
end I left school after Year 9 and got
a job.
What happened after you left school?
After I left school, my dad Arthur kept
hounding me to go back, as he knew in
his heart that education was the most
important thing. Education will bring
change, he kept saying. So a few years
after leaving school and working as

an Aboriginal Educational Assistant at
Walgett High, I saw a lot of what I had
gone through when returning to Walgett
for school.
As an adult who was working full time
and having two small children – Coby
was four and Lena-Jade was three, I
decided I would enroll in university as
a mature age student to become a
teacher. I studied fulltime whilst working
fulltime and also had a young family
to take care of. But I did it in the four
years with the wonderful support of
my husband and his family. I have now
been in the education system for over
20 years, of which I’ve spent 10 years
teaching.
Tell us about your daughter Lena-Jade
My daughter Lena-Jade was blessed to
receive a scholarship at Abbotsleigh.
Prior to Lena-Jade starting Abbotsleigh
she was a very quiet and shy little girl.
Like most boarders I was waiting for
the phone calls home to say she hated
it and wanted out because she was
so homesick, but those phone calls
didn’t come. Once she began to make
friendships that turned into sisterhood,

“

Lena-Jade is my youngest child
and will be the second ever in
my family, and that includes
all my extended family, to
ever complete Year 12; my son
being the first.

she actually couldn’t wait to get back to
Abbotsleigh and this was amazing. It is
so amazing that Lena-Jade is one of only
three Aboriginal children out of 15 in
her Year 6 class to be still boarding and
attending school every day.
I recall the first day we dropped her off
at Abbotsleigh, that shy, scared little girl
who was not really happy to be leaving
Mum and Dad for such long periods of
time. It took her a while to make friends
but once she did I began to see her self
confidence and her belief in her abilities
expand into the confident, kind and
caring young lady she is today.
Lena-Jade who is now in Year 11 and
has been at Abbotsleigh as a boarder
since beginning her high school
education. Abbotsleigh is able to give
each of the girls the support they
need, be it educational or personal ie
homesickness. My family and I feel very
blessed that Abbotsleigh offered LenaJade a scholarship.
Lena-Jade is my youngest child and will
be the second ever in my family, and
that includes all my extended family, to

ever complete Year 12; my son being
the first.
What future plans does
Lena-Jade have?
Over the last year Lena-Jade has begun
talking about a higher education, not
just getting a double degree, but she
has spoken about and actually started
researching scholarships at universities
in the United States to do a research
masters which will eventually lead to
a PhD in her chosen field. She did this
all of her own accord. Yes, she is a
dreamer, a go getter, a future leader.
Why are scholarships like Lena-Jade’s
so important?
A lot of Indigenous families value
education but just don’t have the
resources or money to send their
children to a wonderfully amazing
school like Abbotsleigh. As a parent of a
child who has received a scholarship to
Abbotsleigh I am so very grateful, as is
Lena-Jade.
Every child deserves to be believed
in because when you show belief in a
child, magic happens inside their soul

and this magic gives them the courage
to dream, to believe in themselves. I
truly believe and know she and many of
the other Indigenous girls at Abbotsleigh
will achieve their dreams and not only
change their own lives but will be the
example our people need back home in
our small communities. Their families
and community members will look upon
these girls as role models and know
that their dreams are valued and that
their lives and futures matter.
Abbotsleigh welcomed its first
Indigenous Scholarship students in
2008 and since then Abbotsleigh
and the Abbotsleigh Foundation,
working in partnership with Yalari,
have enabled 19 Indigenous girls to
gain an Abbotsleigh education. These
scholarships are made possible
by the ongoing generosity of the
School community.
For further information on Indigenous
Scholarships at Abbotsleigh or to make
a gift visit www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.
au/giving

A gift that gives
Shedding Totem: Kamilaroi Bloodlines
Artwork by Hannah Ranby
2013 Abbotsleigh Old Girl and Indigenous Scholarship recipient
This scarf is a reproduction of a lino print created by Hannah in 2013 as part of her HSC body of work. The design
evokes the patterns found in bark and trees, revealing the natural habitat of the carpet snake, Hannah’s totem.

Abbotsleigh welcomed its first Indigenous Scholarship students in 2008 and since then, Abbotsleigh and
the Abbotsleigh Foundation working in partnership with Yalari, have enabled 19 Indigenous girls to gain an
Abbotsleigh education.
These scholarships are made possible by the ongoing generosity of the School’s community – profits from the
sale of these scarves will support Indigenous Scholarships at Abbotsleigh.
For more information visit www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au/giving.

The scarf, priced at $100, is beautifully
packaged in a quality black gift box and
measures 180 x 50 cm.
To order, please email
Development Manager Danielle Cotter at
cotterd@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
or phone 02 9473 7738.
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Why ELEVATE?
The launch of the ELEVATE program was announced in the last issue of Around Abbotsleigh. At the end
of the first year of this three-year project, Royna McNamara, Head of Creative and Critical Thinking,
explains the process of developing programs aimed at better supporting high potential learners whilst
lifting the learning of all students
What did the ELEVATE team do?
Our team met fortnightly and engaged in vibrant, stimulating and often challenging
discussions in relation to the specific needs of our high potential learners. As we
delved deeper into this process, we realised that we had more questions than
answers. This was a valuable learning process and mirrors an excellent model of
learning for our students. Some of the focus areas we discussed included:
●● New learner mindset
●● New forms of collaboration
●● Co-designing learning
●● New ways of identifying potential
●● Transference of skills
●● Passion, purpose and play
●● Normalising failure FAIL = First Attempt In Learning
●● Risk taking
At various stages throughout the year we presented our ideas to staff for feedback,
which helped the team to re-shape our thinking as we prepared for the next phase of
the process.
What does this mean in the classroom?
Our first prototype took place in D & T where Year 7 worked on a unit of
computational thinking – a non-assessable unit. We wanted to see if the high
potential learners would go beyond the content, normalise failure and transfer skills
into other domains. Our first prototype revealed the following:
●● s tudents were comfortable with failure and used the ‘fail wall’ as part of
their learning
●● s tudents were engaged in their learning and worked collaboratively and
with independence
●● w
 e do not have any evidence that this prototype impacted positively on the
high potential learner
●● we need to provide more choice
●● our next prototype needs to be trialled in a new domain and linked to assessment
Where to from here?
●● P
 rototype 2 will take place with the remainder of Year 7
D & T, which will provide us with valuable data from all Year 7
●● P
 rototype 3 will take place in Year 7 English Creative Writing, which will enable
us to look at the skills in a completely new domain
●● Student data will continue to be collected as we complete each prototype
●● We will focus on feedback from all staff as we move forward
We look forward to presenting our findings as we progress.
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When science fiction
becomes science fact
Science Week gave our students a good look into the exciting world of autonomous technology
research and devices, writes Kathryn Fraser, Head of Science

T

The theme for National Science Week in 2016 was Drones, Droids and
Robots, and at Abbotsleigh, we found it easy to team with this theme.
During our Monday assembly, the Senior School heard from Mike
Newby, program manager and engineer, who works on the satellite
portion of the NBN. The girls were fascinated to hear how the work of
his team makes something that we rely on so heavily in our world today
possible. Mike then met with Senior College students for a tutorial
where he further explained some of the work that he is doing with
satellites and communication.
Tuesday, was a big day across Abbotsleigh. In the Senior School,
Mrs Filan and the Robotics Club girls organised a number of activities
for the girls from pre-K to 10 to enjoy. The Library hosted robotics
displays and it was there that the girls could meet Prongs (a big robot
and a big hit with our youngest learners), go on a Library treasure hunt,
play a game matching a tool to its use, drive Spheros through a maze
and over obstacles, and try out the Scratch apps from Year 7’s STEAM
projects in Term 1. Years 7 and 8 were also treated to STEMmania, a
smart comedy about Science. In the Junior School, Erin Filan (ARTEMIS
mentor) ran LEGO robotics workshops for Year 2 students during their
Science lessons.
On Friday of Science Week, members of the Senior School Robotics
Club spoke at the Junior School assembly about robotics and showed
a video with highlights of the Australian regional tournament. Then,
during lunchtime at the Senior School, Ms Fell and Dr Mehta used liquid
nitrogen to make ice cream and other party tricks, while Dr Oppenheim
conducted some experiments involving air pressure.
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Everything old is
new again
The School’s robotics team ARTEMIS has turned to the
timeless construction system of Meccano to develop new
skills in mechanical design under the guiding hands of some
true enthusiasts, writes Head of Environmental Education and
Senior School Science teacher, Susan Filan

M

Members of the Abbotsleigh Robotics Team (ARTEMIS) will have only six weeks
to build their next big robot for the FIRST STEAMWORKS game, starting on 7
January 2017. In preparation for the build season, members and friends are
presenting skill-building workshops during our Saturday meetings. In Term 3 we
had workshops on coding, tools and electrical design. Future topics include CAD,
public speaking, 3D printing, laser cutting, Engineering drawing, video editing and
time management.
The Term 4 workshops started in spectacular fashion on Saturday 15 October,
with the help of the Meccano Modellers Association Sydney, Inc. The Meccano
enthusiasts, led by Chris Johnson, brought building sets, instructions booklets
and completed models to show students the principles of mechanical design.
Completed models included a steam engine and a walking dinosaur.
Practical workshops are the most fun so Meccano was destined to be a hit. None
of the students had ever seen Meccano before, but they caught on quickly. The
girls were so enthralled that they completed two different models during the
morning of construction. Although much smaller than the robot that the girls build
for competition, the Meccano allows students to quickly try out new designs and
see how well they function.

Mentors got to play too and have asked the modellers to come back during
the robot build season so that girls can build some miniature prototypes
before creating their final robot. Working with Meccano builds physical skills in
manipulating equipment; mental skills of thinking in three dimensions; a deeper
understanding of levers, gears, pulleys and motors; and it is great fun.

If any Abbotsleigh families have disused Meccano sets that they are willing to
donate, ARTEMIS and other Makers would love to have school-based sets to
work with on a regular basis. Also, any tool boxes no longer needed and tools
would also be greatly welcomed. Please contact me for delivery details of
donations. Susan Filan Ph: 9473 7879 or email filans@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
To keep up to date with Robotics at Abbotsleigh, follow ARTEMIS on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/artemisrobotics/

AA
21

Not just a
pretty picture
The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery and its program of curated exhibitions during 2016 has, in
the true tradition of intellectuals, provoked thoughtful discussion and interpretation amongst
adults and students alike, writes Mary Faith, Gallery Director

T

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery in the School’s former
Vindin House provides a platform for participation and cocreation in the artistic experience. It inspires engagement
in learning through the opportunities it makes available to
students, our community and the public. It also provides a
venue for conversation and social entertainment for special
events at Abbotsleigh.
In a multitude of ways, the gallery is an incubator where
new knowledge is formed and new outcomes are made.
Visitors are actively involved in narrating, interpreting and
transforming their impressions of exhibitions that represent a
range of interdisciplinary artistic experiences.
Throughout the past year, the gallery has hosted a number
of events that inspired, educated and provoked discourse
around the exhibited topics. Our first exhibition for 2016,
The Art of Cicada Press ran from January to March. This
curated show revealed prints by respected artists who have
worked and collaborated with the master printmaker, Michael
Kempson, at Cicada Press, UNSW Art & Design. The opening
was attended by Ku-ring-gai Mayor, Ms Cheryl Szatow. The
Lunar Calendar New Year Morning Tea, for nearly 100 guests,
enjoyed the backdrop of Cicada Press. Fiona Hall’s artwork,
Lying in the Dark provided inspiration for Year 9 Geography
students, who examined Hall’s response to the Kermadec
area, one of the most pristine and unique places on earth,
just north of New Zealand.
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Creativity in Wartime, funded by an Anzac Centenary Grant,
was an exhibition with a historical focus, coinciding with
Anzac Day and the centenary of Australian troops at Gallipoli
between 1915-1917. The Year 9 History Anzac Assembly and
the gallery opening were attended by the Federal Member,
The Hon Paul Fletcher; Local State Member, Mr Alister
Henskens; Kur-ing-gai Mayor, Ms Cheryl Szatow; former
Headmistress, Miss Kathleen McCredie and generous lenders
of works. Many works in this exhibition were lent from our
extended community. The catalogue introduction was written
by Peter FitzSimons AO. During this exhibition the Old Girls
held their annual Card Day and Year 9 parents hosted an
afternoon tea.
Incandescence brought together artworks using a range of
technical and industrial processes and devices that produce
light and colour. Along with this exhibition the GCS Gallery
staff facilitated GLOW, a light event on 15 June, a wonderful
evening bringing together Junior and Senior School, the gallery
and our local community. The gallery was also the venue for
a staff workshop in photographing light conducted by Visual
Arts teacher Annabel Armstrong.
Shaun Tan: The Art of Story, Discovering 'The Lost Thing',
Book to Film was a highly popular touring exhibition
from Books Illustrated, Melbourne that was organised to
complement the Abbotsleigh Literary Festival. It explored
working drawings and visual directions of Australian illustrator

Shaun Tan as he created the Academy
Award Winning short film. The Literary
Festival was opened in the gallery by
Peter FitzSimons and many students
from Abbotsleigh and other schools
visited to learn more about Tan’s
creative inspiration. The exhibition
was also visited by participants of
Abbotsleigh’s Teacher Librarians’
Conference, the Children’s Book Council
of Australia Northern group, Years 5 and
6 from Waitara Primary, and students
from Retaval School and Gosford High.

Exhibitions 2017
Endless Answers, One Question*
25 January to 18 February

Abbotsleigh art month in August
commenced with the opening event
for the annual Year 12 Showcase. Our
final year girls and their families were
welcomed in the gallery before visiting
the venues for Drama, Music, History,
English and TAS major projects. The
Visual Arts students enjoyed the benefit
of a professional venue to highlight
their works.

Open Bite Printmakers celebrate
25 years of printmaking

Also part of this month was our first
exhibition of artworks by 35 Abbotsleigh
Old Girls who are professional,
practising artists. This exhibition
highlighted the continued growth of
that creative seed planted by Marian
Clarke in 1885. Ruby Davies had been
a boarder at Abbotsleigh and she said
she was delighted to reconnect with her
old school.

Exploring elements that underpin
textile, fashion and art

Drawn Together, Painted Apart, in
October was an exhibition of 14 artists
from the plein air Hawkesbury Drawing
Group. Opened by stage designer
Stephen Curtis it included our very
talented Abbotsleigh art teacher Viola
Dominello. Year 12 parents enjoyed
their cocktail party at the gallery during
this exhibition.

From Another Perspective with Paper*
4 to 22 July

The 2016 year concluded with the much
anticipated Grace Cossington Smith
art award. Entries were received from
around the country and the winner
was selected by Rhonda Davis, senior
curator at the Macquarie University
Art Gallery and Dr Andrew Frost,
researcher in science fiction, cinema
and contemporary art, the art critic for
Guardian Australia and a lecturer in
Media, Music, Communications and
Cultural Studies at Macquarie University,
Sydney. In November, the Marian
Clarke Society held their annual high
tea in the gallery and in December it
was the wonderful venue for the 2016
staff farewell.

Landscape as Knowledge
25 February to 8 April
Selected works from the collection of
Geoffrey Hassall tracking changes in
how the landscape has been viewed
Cut Fold Shape*
18 April to 27 May

Moment of Light*
2 to 28 June
Works by artists from our region
revealing relationships between light
and dark
GLOW Evening of Light
14 June 5.30-7.30 pm

Experimentations with drawing,
installation, printmaking and sculpture

Abbotsleigh Visual Arts
Year 12 Showcase
23 to 26 August
Creative hands: selected artworks
from Years 5 to 8
30 August to 9 September
Seeing Science*
15 September to 8 November
Contemporary artists engaging with the
concepts of science
Artist in Residence*
14 to 30 November
Creative collaborations between artist
and student
Floriage*
3 to 9 December
The paper art of Brian Doyle
Dates subject to change
Please check our website and
Facebook page for updates and
planned workshops
www.gcsgallery.com.au
www.facebook.com/gcsgallery/
*Artworks are for sale

Our House*
26 July to 16 August
Interactions in colour and pattern to
construct a sense of place
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Endless Answers, One Question
25 January to
18 February 2017
Opening:
Saturday 4 February 2017 2-4 pm
by artist Bernhardine Mueller
Selected works by 28 members of the Open Bite
Printmakers, celebrating 25 years of etching, collagraph,
woodblock, lithograph, screenprint, lino cut and monoprints.
Workshop: Open Bite member Karen Ball will hold a drypoint
etching workshop for beginner and experienced printmakers
on 18 February 2017. See website for information and cost.

Annette Simpson She put her hopes in a box ii Collagraph on paper, 2010 24 x 24x 15 cm

Gallery hours Mon to Fri 10 am-5 pm Sat 9 am-4 pm FREE ENTRY | Gate 7, 1666
Pacific Highway, Wahroonga | 02 9473 7878 | gcsgallery@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
www.gcsgallery.com.au An Anglican Pre K–12 Day and Boarding School for Girls

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery is
offering a workshop in conjunction with
the Open Bite Printmakers exhibition
18 February 2017, 10 am-4 pm
Learn the process and techniques of dry point
etching and chine collé with Karen Ball

The tutor

Karen Ball is a Sydney based artist and teacher
and member of Open Bite printmakers.

The workshop - $130
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WORKSHOP

A one day workshop suitable for beginner or advanced
printmakers, Year 10 to adult. Numbers are limited to ensure
participants receive individual attention. Participants will
produce at least three different prints on the day. Materials
are provided. Participants should bring their own drawings or
photographs as inspiration. Participants will provide their own
lunch. More information gcsgallery@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au.

Bookings via the GCSG website or
www.trybooking.com/244458

Buy
Abbotsleigh
camellias to
nurture the
Camellia Fund

T

The Marian Clarke Society sells the Abbotsleigh camellia to
generate funds for the Camellia Award, which assists the
Headmistress in providing financial support to students to
further pursue an area in which they already excel. The Camellia
Fund is administered by the Abbotsleigh Foundation.
Miss Ruth Hirst, fifth Headmistress of Abbotsleigh, encouraged
the girls to have ‘faith in little things’. With this saying in mind,
the Marian Clarke Society was inspired to repropagate 1,000
cuttings of the prize-winning Abbotsleigh camellia in 2010.
Cultivated from the Camellia Japonica, the Abbotsleigh camellia
has an exceptionally large, white flower with a double layer of
petals and grew from a chance seedling in the garden of Cecil
Blumentals in St Ives. It is a medium to large, evergreen shrub

with attractive, glossy, dark green, thick foliage, a medium, pure
white, informal double flower, and a small group of yellow tipped
white stamens tucked away in the centre. The camellia flowers
in mid-winter.
Order your camellia today to take advantage of this opportunity
to grow a piece of Abbotsleigh’s history in your own garden
or give it as a very special gift – camellias are $20 per plant
and can be collected from the School via Mrs Jean Ardley,
Foundation Development Officer.
Plants ordered must be picked up at Abbotsleigh. If ordering
from outside Sydney note that postage is only possible for five
plants at a time at an additional cost of $30 per plant.

Abbotsleigh camellia order form ― $20 per camellia
I would like _____________ plants. Total amount payable $_____________________
Your name _______________________________________________ Email address ___________________________________
Phone __________________________________ Mobile phone_____________________________________________________
Method of payment

□ Cash □ Cheque - payable to Abbotsleigh Foundation □ MasterCard □ Visa □ Amex
Card holder’s name __________________________________________________________________ Expiry date __ __ / __ __
Card number__ __ __ __ | __ __ __ __ | __ __ __ __ | __ __ __ __ Card holder’s signature_____________________________
Note You can pay online for the camellia. Go to www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au > online services > online payments, click
on Development Office and select the item from the drop down list. Plants must be collected from Abbotsleigh. You will be
contacted via email with instructions for pick up.
Enquiries Jean Ardley, Foundation Development Officer Phone 9473 7791 Email ardleyj@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
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Around
Abbotsleigh

Natalie Doyle, Year 4 parent, kindly
volunteers her time to sell our school
crested goods at Orientation Days
and coordinates the sale of the
Entertainment Book for the APA.

The Years 7 and 8 Mother Daughter Breakfast
was held on a chilly winter morning in August. The
Middle
AA School wind ensemble provided beautiful
welcome
music and Kate Howitt, Head of Sport,
26
spoke on the topic of ‘Motherhood’.

The Pink Mothers’ Day Breakfast held
on Bundarra Lawn, raised funds for the
McGrath Foundation.

APA thank you drinks
Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association and Mrs Poole held a drinks and canapés evening on
Wednesday 9 November to thank our parent volunteers

Parent volunteers have a working bee
to cover library books for the Palmer
Library once a term.

Year 12 Father Daughter Breakfast was a great morning held on the ARC forecourt.
Crazy ties all round.

Year 12 2017 parent evening

Kindergarten and Year 3 Father
Daughter Breakfast was held in
September where the girls shared a
special morning with their dads.

The Year 9 Father Daughter Breakfast (Out of the Blue) was held in September and was well attended
with the dads enjoying a lovely buffet breakfast with their daughters. Our guest speaker was fromA
A
the Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF). A gold coin was donated to the ACRF by all those
27
that attended.

Mother
Daughter Dinner

O

The Mother Daughter Dinner was
held on Saturday 23 July to coincide
with the School’s birthday. It was
fantastic to have 104 grandmothers,
aunts, mothers, daughters and
grand-daughters as well as one of
Judith Poole’s daughters joining to
celebrate the bond and the challenges
between mothers and daughters, as
was aptly shared by Mrs Poole through
photos, stories and insights of her
own experiences.
Guest speaker Jess Cant graduated
from Abbotsleigh in 2012 and
is currently studying at Sydney
University. Jess spoke of the need
to keep balancing the many aspects
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of our lives and shared her own
experience plus research on the
benefits of maintaining involvement in
sport, even when facing heavy study
loads. Jess is part of a successful
networking and mentoring group and
shared the benefits which are already
flowing from this connection.
We wrapped up with a beautiful
song from the guitar ensemble of
Sarah Mackay, Lillian Higgins, Sophie
Spencer and Amy Upton lead by
guitar teacher extraordinaire, Rory
O’Donoghue. Rory's ensembles
have been entertaining us at Mother
Daughter Dinners over the years and
are always a highlight.

If there is
anything worthy
of praise…
Abbotsleigh will be forever thankful to Jane Garrett for
her timeless legacy to the School, writes Heleen Fourie,
Old Girls Relations Manager

T

This year marks the installation of the last two stained
glass windows in the Abbotsleigh Chapel.
The 10 panes in the main area of the Chapel were
commissioned to commemorate the Centenary of
the Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union in 2008. The last two
windows overlook the communion table, bathing the front
of the Chapel in a wash of colour. These windows portray
Jesus for us in two significant, yet different ways. One
depicts the life of Jesus from birth to resurrection. The
other uses Biblical symbols to recognise that he is God’s
promised king.
Old Girl Jane Garrett (Maynard, 1983) created the
beautiful designs and the windows were manufactured
and installed by Rick Allan, director of Glassplay and
one of the foremost creators of stained glass windows
in Australia.

Jane took the words of the School Lesson, Philippians
4:4-9, and working with the Headmistress Judith Poole;
former Chaplain, Reverend Andrew Alexander and Deputy
Headmistress Rosemary Abrahams, developed a pictorial
concept using the 10 tenets of the text. All the windows
are gracefully woven together by the golden thread of the
weaver’s shuttle, culminating in the crest of the School.
Together, the ten windows form a reflective journey of
spiritual contemplation reinforcing the importance of the
School Lesson.
Jane said of the design process, ‘We share the earth
and space that surrounds us with all of nature every
day. To stop, stand still and admire its colours, shapes
and splendour is where design begins. The possibilities
are endless…’
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Old Girl artists, staff and
friends reconnect at the
Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery

A

An exciting element of the 2016 Grace Cossington Smith Gallery
program was an exhibition of works by currently practising Old
Girl artists who left Abbotsleigh from 1952 to 2011. Some
are established artists who have stellar careers in the art
world and continually make a difference to the way we see the
world through art and creative practice. Others have earned
reputations for their wide-ranging, innovative and crossdisciplinary approaches to art. Some have more recently turned
to full time art practice after careers in other fields while some
of our emerging artists are recent graduates, developing their
place in the contemporary art world.
This exhibition vividly illustrated the rich talent and diverse
interests of our creative Old Girls and reflected on their
unique contribution to Australia’s cultural landscape.
More than 80 guests attended the opening ‘reconnect’
afternoon tea and enjoyed mingling with former teachers,
friends and other artists, and represented more than 50 years
of Abbotsleigh history.
Kim Boniface, President of the Abbotsleigh Old Girls' Union,
welcomed all the Old Girls, mentioning that there will be similar
combined evens in future, and next year we can look forward to
a music connection.
The Director of the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery, Mary
Faith congratulated all the artists and said: 'The shared link of
Abbotsleigh is a binding element for all of you and you will have
unique responses to what school had to offer. In my more than
30 years teaching at Abbotsleigh, I have witnessed changes
in the approach to creative learning. When I started teaching
here, ‘bright’ girls were discouraged from what was frequently
identified as the non-academic stream. School, and sometimes
parents, could not see a future or a career. This is less common
now as educators, and often parents, understand that we
have different modes of learning, and we develop the brain
by providing multiple experiences. Educators now realise that
critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creativity
are essential aspects in a vital learning environment that looks
toward the future.'
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Thank you to all the exhibiting Old Girl artists.
We hope to connect with more of you in the future.
Margaret Kahn (Horne), 1952
Liz Jeneid (Cavanough), 1953
Prue Crabbe (Goulding), 1963
Janet Laurence, 1963
Rachel Frecker, 1965
Carolyn Collins (Clark), 1970
Thomasin Graham (Old), 1970
Fiona Pfennigwerth (Podger), 1970
Sally Stokes, 1970
Ruby Davies, 1971
Louise Fowler-Smith, 1973
Helen Redmond (Bondfield), 1973
Janelle Harrowell (Ross-Smith), 1974
Catherine Moore, 1976
Alex Snellgrove, 1976
Merrillee Fleeting, 1977
Tina Hunter (Devenish-Meares), 1978
Virginia Murray (Evans), 1978
Diane Hunter Robertson, 1978
Lucy Buttenshaw, 1979
Jacqueline Davies, 1980
Alexandra Ranken, 1981
Fleur Marsden, 1983
Julia Roberts, 1983
Lisa Sharp (Pang), 1985
Emily Simson, 1989
Rachel Fairfax, 1990
Lucy Barker, 1992
Vanessa Stockard, 1993
Eve D’Alessandro (Meagher), 1997
Kate Fennell, 1997
Sophie Hopmeier, 2004
Susan Nelson, 2005
Eloise Rankine, 2010
Lorna MacRitchie, 2011

AOGU news

Kate Dennis
(1983)
Kate counts among her many career
achievements the setting up one of
Australia’s most successful romantic
comedy series, Offspring. This prime time
series has been nominated for Logie Awards
for both Most Outstanding Series and
Most Popular Series, and AACTA Awards
for Best TV Series, and has seen its star,
Asher Keddie, win the Silver Logie four
years running. More recently, Kate set up
and directed the political romantic drama,
Party Tricks. Kate now lives in the US, after
working as set up director on the Australian
adaptation of Secrets and Lies, a six-part
thriller, which received an AACTA nomination for Best Series.
Having completed episodes of the ABC (US) version of Secrets and Lies (with Ryan
Philippe and Juliette Lewis), Kate moved on to CSI:Cyber (CBS) with Patricia Arquette
and James Van der Beek, and then Turn (AMC) with Jamie Bell and Heather Lind.
Some of Kate’s Australian TV directing credits include Rake, Miss Fisher’s Murder
Mysteries, The Time of Our Lives, Big Sky, Rush, The Secret Life of Us, Love My Way,
Twisted Tales, MDA and telemovies The Alice, Secretary and Offspring (pilot). From
1997 to 2002 she worked in London. She developed two features (with Polygram),
co-wrote Superstition (Holland/UK) starring Charlotte Rampling, set up and directed
the BBC1 romcom Rescue Me (starring Sally Phillips in her first TV drama role), and
directed second unit on Buffalo Soldiers (starring Joaquin Phoenix). In 2007 Kate
was nominated for an ADG Award for Love My Way, and again in 2012 for her work on
Rake, and 2015 for her work on Secrets and Lies. Kate is currently attached to the
romantic comedies Addition (Producer: Bruna Papandrea and Pacific Standard), and
Almost French (Producer: Essential Media and EOne), which Kate adapted from the
best selling memoir by Sarah Turnbull.
When talking to Kate she made special mention of English Teacher Helen Dakin, ‘I
credit her with inspiring my love of English literature and my love of language in general,
which has so informed my work in film and television.’

Pepita Carpenter (Owens, 1961)
Pepita recently celebrated her 70th birthday by taking her family, Peggy (1984),
Nancy (1985), Samantha (1987), Pepita (1988), their husbands/partners and
children (including Anneliese Buddee, a current student) on an African safari.
Pepita writes, ‘We had a total David Attenborough experience; coming within
metres of lions, elephants and zebras, watching wild dogs eating their prey, then
having it stolen by a hyena. Completely fantastic and brilliantly educational for all
generations involved.’

AOGU Business
Breakfast
At the recent AOGU Business Breakfast at
NSW Parliament House in October, Dorothy
Hoddinott AO spoke on the topical issue of
refugees and the transformative power of
education. Ms Hoddinott is known for her
commitment to social justice and this was
recognised in her appointment as an Officer
of the Order of Australia in 2008 and by the
award of an Australian Human Rights Medal
in 2014.
Ms Hoddinott spoke about her longstanding
work advancing the education rights of young
people and refugees as Principal of Holroyd
High School in Greystanes since 1995.
In 2002, Ms Hoddinott established the
Friends of Zainab trust fund to allow a young
asylum seeker to complete their high school
education and this fund has supported more
than 100 students to date.
Abbotsleigh is also proud of its relationship
with Holroyd High School, with an annual
exchange of learning between girls at our
schools and we look forward to continuing
this collaboration in coming years.
Ms Hoddinott referenced both the challenge
and joy in educating students at Holroyd
High School, many of whom are refugees
and have lived through deeply traumatic
experiences. Because of the high proportion
of refugees at Holroyd High, the school has
funding for a head teacher who focuses on
refugee support, however, this funding is only
guaranteed until 2017.
Looking beyond the school gates,
Ms Hoddinott also spoke to the breakfast
audience about greater challenges including
changing immigration laws and governments’
approach to asylum seekers and refugees
receiving education. The audience was left
with some sobering figures including that there
are 7,600 refugee students in NSW schools,
700 being asylum seekers. Hearing about
the education and support for 50 of those
students at Holroyd High left the audience
inspired to find ways to provide assistance.
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AOGU news

Pip Brett and Felicity Slattery
(Wabitsch, 2001)
Rebecca LeBard
(Smith, 1995)
Rebecca was honoured in September
2016 with a national award for teaching
excellence, presented at the Museum of
Contemporary Art.
After finishing her education at Abbotsleigh,
Rebecca completed a Bachelor of Science
(Honours) and a PhD at the University of
Sydney (UNSW). She now teaches first
year biology and lectures in biochemistry
for the science, medicine and optometry
program at University of New South Wales.
She is one of three UNSW lecturers who,
along with a UNSW teaching team, received
citations for Outstanding Contributions to
Student Learning as part of the Australian
Government’s 2016 Australian Awards for
University Teaching program.
Rebecca was recognised for ‘engaging
students in the practice of “being a
scientist” and taking a scholarly approach
to helping students overcome obstacles in
learning scientific inquiry’.
Her research in the School of Biotechnology
and Biomolecular Sciences is focused
on the molecular genetics of microbes,
understanding how plasmid DNA is inherited
in archaea, and how molecular markers can
be used to trace sources of water pollution.
Rebecca says, ‘I have continued to be
interested in how science is taught and
communicated and I am honoured to receive
an Australian award for university teaching.’

AA
32

2001 leavers Pip and Felicity have recently collaborated on a project together
in Orange NSW. Pip, (owner of Jumbled homewares and Iglou fashion in Orange)
approached Felicity, (who founded and runs architecture and interior design firm,
Studio Esteta) to help her with the design of her new retail hub in Orange. Pip and her
husband purchased the old masonic hall in Orange and wanted to renovate it to house
both Jumbled and Iglou under the one roof, with the addition of a café space at the
back, operated by Nimrods, a café located in Orange. Pip also wanted to restore the
building back to its original heritage character.
Felicity, her business partner Sarah, and Pip, worked together to establish a design
that would suit both Jumbled and Iglou, whilst celebrating the historic features of the
existing building. It is now called The Sonic. The project has been a talking point in
Orange and surrounding towns. It is one of the first independent retail stores of this
scale in Orange to offer the array of local and international brands that city siders take
for granted. With the introduction of both the retail outlets and café space, the venue
fosters a true sense of community.

Emily Rumble
(2005)
Emily has been awarded the 2016 Sir
Robert Menzies Memorial Scholarship
in Law for her progress into a career of
financial services regulation, contribution
to community and outstanding
academic achievement. Throughout her
undergraduate studies at the University
of New South Wales, Emily received six
Dean’s List honours, a university medal
in History and graduated second in a
class of 203 students. Emily credits
her time at Abbotsleigh as instilling in
her a lifelong passion for learning and
nurturing her deep-seated curiosity
about the world around her. It is this
desire to pursue knowledge that has
led her to her current studies at Oxford
University, where she is pursuing a
postgraduate law degree, focusing on
corporate and financial regulation.

AOGU news

Marina Bull (2007)
I want to share my own Old Girl news. I haven't
followed the typical path (having actually left at
the end of Year 10 to study ballet).
I studied for two years in Australia at a
ballet school in Sydney, then three years in
Birmingham (UK). Following that I worked for
national ballet companies in Zagreb (Croatia),
Manila (Philippines), Olomouc (Czech Republic)
and lived in Berlin (Germany) and now I am
working for the National Opera in Lasi, Romania.
My time at Abbotsleigh is always something
I really remember with happy thoughts and
my friendships from Abbotsleigh are still the
friendships I call my closest.
From my experiences internationally, I respect
even more the opportunities and standard of
education and care that Abbotsleigh gave me.
It's important to know that even though I didn't
finish my academic education at Abbotsleigh
(I finished by correspondence), it set me up to
be disciplined, interested and motivated, and
provided me with a more competent ability
to study and learn alone. I continue to study
different courses in my own time now.
That old cliché rings true; ‘Abbotsleigh girls can
do anything’.
Here I am, living the most exceptional life. It is
not an easy one, but incredible it is!
I frequently remember the poem Mrs Wheeldon
read to us one assembly, The Road Not Taken
by Robert Frost, and its relevance to me now.

Rowena Singh (2012)
I am successfully running my own website in tandem with multiple social media
accounts including Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter, totalling more than 40,000
followers collectively. Whilst in my last year at UNSW studying a Bachelor of
Commerce/Arts and interning at GroupM, a large media investment group, I have
been able to exponentially grow my online platforms and have come to realise the
power of social media in doing business. My self directed strategic plans to contact
key businesses and form collaborations have resulted in the monetisation of these
marketing initiatives. I have worked with multiple brands including Revlon, Tree of
Life, Glassons, MinkPink, Daniel Wellington and Stylerunner, along with numerous
online international brands. I have also creatively directed, styled and featured in a
number of photoshoot and campaign projects, most of which I display on my website
www.rowisingh.com. Needless to say, I am a millennial entrepreneur.

Wendy Chen
(2014)
Wendy Chen is a writer with a focus on
fiction, review writing and advocacy, whose
work has appeared in Right Now and Rosie
Respect, amongst others. In June, she
was a panellist at the Emerging Writers’
Festival at the event What Right Do I
Have, discussing how and whether writers
should take on experiences outside than
their own in storytelling. At the National
Young Writers’ Festival this year, she was
on the panel Future of Education; chaired
a panel on young adult fiction; and was in
the reading event Women of History. She
recently concluded her participation in
Express Media’s Toolkits, a creative writing
development program. You can find more of
her work at http://written-in-wonder.tumblr.
com/writing

Edweana Bootlis
(Wenkart, 1990)
Edweana has taken a four month family
sabbatical and is currently living in Belize
with her husband and two children. They are
home schooling their daughter Grace.

Abbotsleigh has definitely taught me to persevere in my achievements, even when
growth on my social media platforms feels like it's stagnating. It has also taught
me to be committed in several areas at once. Therefore, I have mastered the art of
juggling multiple commitments at a time and I am well and truly succeeding in all.
Most importantly, Abbotsleigh has taught me to pursue my passion and interests,
and has enabled me to embody empowerment for my own cause and that of others.
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Births and marriages

Damon and Alicia Smith (Gardner, 2001) and big sister
Sienna were delighted to welcome Archie and Ollie to the
family on 11 December 2015.

Lisa Crump (Chappel, 2001) and her husband Rodney
welcomed their first baby, a boy named Charlie, on 2
March 2016.

Christina Rapa (Jensen, 1996) and husband Mike,
welcomed their son, Luca Thomas Rapa, born on 27
December 2015.

Oscar Keir O'Brien was born on 13 September to parents
Holly Keir (2001) and Chris O'Brien. Big brother Jackson
(12/11/13) is quite impressed with his new buddy.
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Louise Godfrey (Belmer, 1999) married Andrew Godfrey
on 24 February 24 2016 in the Wedding Pavilion at
Walt Disney World in Florida. It was a small but beautiful
ceremony attended by immediate family.

Valete

Nancy Winfield
Watts (1938)
1923-2016

Dr Margaret
South (1943)
Nancy and her brother Bill grew up in a wonderfully family-centred home and saw
many activities and parties. At Abbotsleigh, Nancy was an extremely bright student
with a real gift for numbers and languages. She skipped whole years at school and
was awarded an Exhibition Scholarship at the young age of 14, which was extremely
rare. She was unable to attend university straight away and instead was to spend
another year at school and in 1938 she became Dux of the School.
Nancy’s association with Abbotsleigh never faded. She always cherished her school
friends, and they her. Her life was richer because of them, many becoming leaders in
their chosen fields and their distinguished intellect was something she treasured.
After graduating from Sydney University in 1943 with a BA in French and German,
Nancy was employed as the secretarial bursar to the Headmistress of PLC in
Pymble. She then travelled to the United Kingdom where she worked as secretary
to the principal of the Charlotte Mason Teacher’s Training College at Ambleside on
Lake Windermere. After three years she pursued a career as a travel guide and tour
operator. She remained based in the UK for many years and travelled widely.
On returning to Australia, Nancy lived in the Blue Mountains at Woodford. The
view across the garden and down the valley was hypnotic, and her passion was
her garden. Nancy’s other passions and hobbies included an interest in the family
genealogy, the Australian Federation of Women Graduates and the Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society.
Tammy Sayer (Niece)

1926-2016
Margaret attended Abbotsleigh from 1937
to 1943, and graduated from Sydney
University with a BA in 1947. She then
worked in the Public Library and Fisher
Library, while reading Chinese, graduating
with distinction.
In 1961, Margaret held a postgraduate
scholarship at Australian National
University, doing research in Far Eastern
History, gaining her PhD with a thesis on the
life and times of the 9th century poet, Li Ho.
From there she went on to Cambridge for
two years.
Later she went to Sian University in China,
translating poetry and studying early
Chinese literature and life. On retirement
she went to live with her mother in
Auckland NZ. Margaret was good fun, she
loved children, was active in the church and
was a prolific writer and reader.
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Jill Gamgee
(Green, 1950)
(1933-2016)
Sadly, I need to tell old school friends that
Jill, or ‘Gam’, as she was nicknamed, died
on 26 June 2016 in England, where she
lived with her husband, Harold, whom she
married in 1963.
Gam was in Wentworth house and was
athletic, being a runner and a cricketer.
She enjoyed a gentle wrestle outside Mrs
Featherstone's room, was competitive
and a great organiser, setting up teams to
compete on the lower oval.
When Miss Everett announced in assembly
that the war with Japan was over, we were
allowed to go home providing someone
would be there to look after us. At some
stage we had all managed to ring home with
the news. Gam took a group home for lunch,
where her mother had quickly prepared a
salad lunch – such fun. Later, her father
took some of us into his office in the Bank
of New South Wales to watch the ticker tape
parade and cheer – big excitement for 11
year olds!
Back in England, Gam became a
secretary and had a number of interesting
positions, finally with Qantas, where she
enjoyed meeting Australian cricket and
tennis players.
Dear Gam and Harold had four lovely
children, and in time, we became 'outlaws',
sharing grandchildren, whom we adore. I will
miss her close contact, chats and letters.
Gam loved to fly, and for a few years owned
a Piper Tomahawk with a Waratah painted
on each fin. Various school friends have
enjoyed the Green family's hospitality when
visiting England, remembering our happy
days together at Abbotsleigh.
Submitted by Elinor Reynolds (Magee, 1950)

Celia Vild
(Harrowell, 1975)
1957-2016
‘Remember when’, two
words often heard at
school reunions. Celia
headed committees for
her 10, 20, 30 and 40
year reunions. She strongly
believed even if a girl was
at Abbotsleigh for only a
short time she would not
be forgotten for the 1975
leavers’ reunions.
What Celia remembered
most with her school
friends was the fun they
had. Chris Moss (McNeill)
and Gina Osborne (Gray)
said at Celia's funeral, ‘our
class had the reputation
of being the worst class
ever to hit Abbotsleigh ... we were socially naughty, and most of the trouble we got into
was really just for having fun. We were usually in trouble for talking in class, assembly, and
chapel, and taking the micky out of the teachers. We all knew Celia as Ceel, Ceels, and
Ceelie, certainly never Cecelia! There was also Felicity, the name she chose when we had a
new trainee teacher. I was Gertrude and Chrissy was Priscilla.’
Celia's favourite school moment was when, as Chisholm House Captain she watched the
Chisholm junior ball games team, that included her younger sister Barbie, win!
At Abbotsleigh's 90th birthday, Celia was the one who knew (learned from Dad) how to
fold a flag, insert a match stick and when the flag went up the pole, give a little tug so it
unfurled perfectly.
After school, Celia trained as a teacher, obtaining a Diploma of Special Education and
spending more than 20 years teaching primary and high school students with multiple
disabilities at the Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children at North Rocks in Sydney. She
was proficient in signing (AUSLAN) and gained her Master of Special Education in Sensory
Disabilities from the University of Newcastle, the first student with a visual disability
(Stargardt's disease, a form of macular degeneration) to attain this degree.
Middle daughter of Barbara Harrowell (Rofe, School Captain, 1942) Celia never had the
chance to share her school memories with Mum who died suddenly when Celia was seven
years old. We know Celia was like Mum in so many ways – looks , outgoing personality, a
tennis and netball player, and an Abbotsleigh girl who participated in school life, leaving
with a lifelong love and loyalty to her wonderful school friends.
In a thank you card, Helen Gavaghan (Stevens) wrote to Celia and read aloud to her at
a memorable Mad Hatter's tea party with school friends in hospital: ‘Thank you for all
the amazing times spent – friendship and fun, laughter and infectious silliness, dress up
madness, tea drinking talkathons and letter writing marathons, enthusiasm for everything,
caring and sharing and always bringing people together to celebrate and enjoy good times.’
Miranda (1972) and Barbara Harrowell (1979), and Celia's husband, Peter Vild
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Jean Isobel Martin
(Craig, 1939)
1950–2014
Jean Isobel Martin was a pioneer
of sociology, inventing a version
of the discipline that was uniquely
suited to Australia in the postwar period. Jean made herself a
sociologist before the discipline
was established in Australia.
Regarded as a founder of
Australian sociology, her writing,
teaching and policy helped shape
Australia in the period of economic
growth and social development
that followed World War II.
Florence Harding Everts, one of
Jean’s best friends, wrote of Jean:
I would like to take this
opportunity to tell the story of Jean
Martin who was one of my closest
friends throughout my years at
Abbotsleigh, at Sydney University
and later at the University of
Chicago. She was truly brilliant
and was one of the first women
in Australia to be appointed to a
professorial chair, at a time when
universities were dominated by grey-suited men.
She established the department of Social Sciences at LaTrobe University. Her
research on the social changes that took place in Australia after the Second World
War, such as immigration, were ground breaking. Her colleagues Peter Beilharz,
Trevor Hogan and Sheila Shaver at LaTrobe recently published a book about her
contribution. The Martin Presence is a biography that examines her life and work
across the concerns of the time – the needs of country towns, the factory work floor,
families and urban structure, poverty and inequality, education and immigration,
and explores her far-reaching influence on the social sciences in Australia.
It was tragic that she should have died of cancer so relatively young (aged 55)
for she still had so much to contribute. I believe that she must be one the most
distinguished graduates of Abbotsleigh.

Adelaide Eleanor
Hillhouse Dumdi
(Stiles, 1950)
(1932-2016)
Ellie Dumdi was born on 16 May 1932
in Harwich, Connecticut and attended
Abbotsleigh as a boarder then day girl in the
1940s while her father was a US Diplomat
in Australia.
In 1954 she graduated from Wilson
College, in Pennsylvania. After college, while
working as a civilian in Germany, she met
Cleve Dumdi, who was there serving in the
US military. The two married in Germany
in 1959.
Cleve had grown up on a farm, and Ellie
and Cleve moved from Germany to Oregon
where they started and ran a business
raising sheep. They remained married for
52 years until Cleve’s death in 2011. They
had two sons, Douglas and Mark.
Ellie earned a Master of Education from the
University of Oregon in 1970 and was active
in many civic groups, including Rotary
International and Soroptomist International
as well as issues faced by farmers and
ranchers and remained interested in county
public issues.
In her political career, Ellie represented
the primarily rural West Lane district of the
county. Aside from holding public office,
Ellie taught French in junior high school and
career development at Junction City High
School and Oregon State University.
In July 2012 Ellie met Gerry Moshofsky,
President of Newood Display Fixture
Manufacturing Company and they married
in 2013.
Ellie died of a stroke on 4 August 2016
aged 84.
Submitted by Anne Whatmore
(Halliday 1949)

Florence Harding Everts
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Fran Callan
(Marriott, 1957)
1940-2016
As a single working mother, Fran worked as a physiotherapist at the
Spastic Centre for 22 years. She was a pioneer in the treatment of
pediatric cerebral palsy, developing new treatments for affected
children, regularly travelling around Australia and overseas to teach
those methods to professionals and families.
As a distinguished lecturer in pediatric physiotherapy, Fran taught
many undergraduate and post graduate students, and developed
extensive research material for professionals, staff and parents.
In 1990, she was nominated by the Pediatric Study Group of the
Australian Physiotherapists Association for the Esteemed Member
Award, a great honor for her and the Spastic Centre of New South
Wales. She was an inspiration and a wonderful mentor to the many
physiotherapists that she trained. Dedicated, pioneering, pushing
the boundaries, teaching, giving and changing lives, Fran’s career
benefited so many people in so many positive ways.
Fran was always a keen sailor and meeting John ‘Steamer’ Stanley,
her partner for 17 years, in 1976. They enjoyed many great years
together travelling around the world to John’s sailing events
making innumerable friends along the way and generally having a
great time.
As a member of the Middle Harbour Yacht Club for more than 40
years, Fran had a big impact on the club as a racing member and
volunteer. She raced regularly in the in-shore race series and did
many offshore races, often of several days duration.
At the 2000 Olympics Fran was involved in race management from
the starter’s boat for many different classes of Olympic sailing
races, and later used her race management skills as a member of
Mooloolaba Yacht Club.

How do you sum up a spectacular life in a few short words? Fran
was born in November 1940 in Sydney to Stan and Gwen Callan on
Sydney’s North Shore. She was raised in a strict Church of England
household with her older sister, Pat, and younger brother, John, and
she remained close to both. At Abbotsleigh, Fran excelled in many
things including hockey, cricket and biology. She was always a wild
and free spirit, and after obtaining good grades at Abbotsleigh, she
went on to Sydney University to study Physiotherapy, graduating
in 1961.
Fran married Roger Marriott in 1961 at St Martin’s Church in
Killara, Sydney, and two daughters followed in 1962 and 1965.
Fran and Roger lived first at Whale Beach overlooking the ocean
and then in one of the first houses on Bilgola Plateau. Her
daughters describe her as having been flamboyant and fabulous,
always looking smart in bright clothes and adorned with lovely
jewelry – a trend setter back in the day who wore wide belts, floppy
hats, flared pants, and paisley...very cool indeed!
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Fran also loved to travel, and loved to photograph her experiences.
Her extensive photos share the amazing experiences she had in
her many travels.
Fran loved her family, and she loved to get everyone together.
She was also a generous and loyal friend, keeping in touch with
everyone she loved. In 2005, she moved the Sunshine Coast to
be closer to her daughter Josi and her family. She quickly made
friends and volunteered at the local community library. She was
an active member and presenter with Probus and continued her
connections with the local yachting community for as long as she
was physically able.
Fran was a strong and independent woman. She lived a full and
fun life, never giving in or complaining about her pain or illness. She
lived her life her way, and had no regrets.

Valete

Corona Adams (1940)
1922-2016
Corona was the fourth of the six children of William Charles and Margaret Hypatia
Adams, who owned the property later known as ‘Adams House’ at Abbotsleigh.
Corona was largely brought up in this house, which was not sold to Abbotsleigh
until 1937. All three Adams daughters attended Abbotsleigh and Corona, in
particular, was very attached to the School and remained a very keen Old Girl until
her death.
Corona studied medicine at the University of Sydney. After graduation, she worked
closely with her friends, Reg and Kath Hamlin at Crown Street. After they left,
to found their now famous hospital in Ethiopia, Corona became their lifelong
supporter. Corona became a GP locum around Parramatta. After a few years, she
travelled to London where she did dangerous work as a night time call out GP in
a very poor neighbourhood. After a while, she changed careers and managed a
B ‘n’ B at Lochnair Castle in Scotland. She then went south and ran a small farm
in Cornwall. She was instantly attracted to this lifestyle, but felt that she ought to
return to Australia to spend some time with her mother. She had been away from
Australia for approximately six years.
After her return, she quickly started work as a GP in Blacktown. She gave this
up after buying a small farm at Kurrajong, but continued to work as a school GP
around the area. Later, she moved to a much larger farm at Hanging Rock, NSW.
She kept up her medical registration in case of an emergency, but she never
actually practised again.
Corona then threw herself into organic farming and various charitable and
social activities. She had always been interested in a wide range of activities
and became more involved with the Country Women's' Association, Henry
Doubleday Research Association, the Australian Monarchist's League and Nundle
Anglican Church.
After 30 odd years at Hanging Rock, she felt old and insisted on going into care.
She moved into ARV at Castle Hill and she added local village affairs to her list of
interests, along with gardening, suggesting improvements and encouraging her
companions. She remained strong in her faith in Christ. She finally slowed down a
few months before her death, aged 93.

We remember
Deborah Clingeleffer-Woodford
(1976)
died 10 May 2016
Fiona Cox-Howes (1976)
died 3 October 2016
Anne Dickson (Reid, 1942)
died 18 May 2016
Judith Muriel Gowing (Carr)
died 3 May 2016

Jocelyn Grimshaw (Mortlock, 1949)
died 14 September 2016

Jenny Wansey (Rouse, 1950)
died 4 April 2016		

Suzanne Phyllis Latimer (1984)
died 24 August 2016

Caroline West (1984)
died 14 October 2016

Loys Pitt Perry (1938) Sister
to Jennifer and Susan Pitt and
grandmother of Katrina Pitt
died 24 September 2016

Angela Wickman (Braund, 1979)
died 14 October 2016
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Old Girls – Reunions

2006 10 year reunion
The class of 2006 caught up at the Tilbury Hotel in November. It was
a very happy night – with one of the bar staff thanking me for bringing
such a lovely group of 80 women to the pub! It was wonderful to
catch up with so many people, hear what they had been up to over
the past ten years and share many memories. We also had a good
laugh at the slideshow that included hundreds of photos from our
school days. Special mention must go to those who flew or drove to
Sydney to attend the event. Thank you to Lucinda Browne, Georgia
White and Maddy Chapman for your help in organising the night.
Stephanie Borys

2011 five year reunion
On Saturday 22 October, more than 80 girls from the 2011
cohort reunited at Greenwood Hotel. Whilst no one, including
the heaterless venue, was prepared for the cold, the night
was hot with memories. It was as if no time had passed as
we picked up right where we left off and caught up on the
happenings of the last five years. A highlight of the night was
a special guest appearance from our year coordinator Mr
Dunstan who impressively remembered everyone’s name and
reminisced on the good times.
Maddie Ferguson
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Old Girls – Reunions

1991 25 year reunion
The 1991 25 year reunion took place on Saturday 3 September at The Tilbury
Hotel in Woolloomooloo. We had 65 girls in attendance for a daytime catch-up
that ran well in to the evening for many attendees. Like all reunions, it reminded
us all how special our school connections and friendships are, and calls are being
made to try to get together again next year.
As is now our tradition, we also raised approximately $600, which was donated to
MonSTaR in memory of our dear friend and classmate, Fiona Pearce (Hobbs).
Anine Leakey

1996 20 year reunion
We had everything planned; the school tour (so much has changed, so much the same...), the afternoon tea kindly hosted by the
AOGU with lots of smiles and friendly greetings and chatter, but what we hadn’t discussed were our own dresses (see photo).
After a quick wardrobe change we then proceeded to the main event, where, overlooking the beautiful Sydney Harbour, a room
filled with balloons in House colours and a fun photo booth in the corner, 80 1996 girls all celebrating the past 20 years met for
truly wonderful night.
There was so much to share about families, careers, adventures, highs and lows and many memories of school life at Abbotsleigh.
Thanks to everyone that came and those sending messages from afar. We all had such a wonderful night and it was so good to be
together again.
Becky Shu (Jones) and Elissa Coates (Hickey)
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Old Girls – Reunions

1981 35 year reunion
Yes, we have a Facebook page, and yes, it’s a fabulous way
to keep in touch and see all the photos. We now know that
Jeanette Danckert (Cardilini)’s daughter is an amazing hockey
player, we know that Suzy Ebeling rules surf and snow and we
know that Annie Swanton just ran the city to surf. But, there
is nothing like getting together in real life and having a good
catch up. And that’s what we did on Saturday 15 October at
the Greengate Hotel, with canapés in the private bar.
What a great night we had, with so many girls turning up; Alex
Ranken came down from Queensland, Bronwyn Williams
(Lloyd) from New Zealand and Carey Hewett McLoud all
the way from the USA (just for us of course, I’m sure it had
nothing to do with visiting her gorgeous new granddaughter!)
Such a fantastic group of girls; so many brilliant careers, so
many children, so many stories and interesting lives. But
best of all, underneath a few new wrinkles, just lovely, warm,
welcoming old school friends. As Carey said on Facebook,
‘Come as you are my friend – we moved into a judgement
free zone a long time ago.’ A big thankyou to the rest of the
organising committee, especially Louise Birt (Atwill), for
hosting our meetings.
See you at the 40th (and yes, we will have name tags as it is
likely we won’t be able to recognise anybody in another five
years…but we won’t be able to read the name tags anyway!)
Ruth Browning (Southwick)

1986 30 year reunion
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1976 40 year reunion
On Saturday 15 October 60 1976 leavers met at the School for a
cocktail party to reconnect and celebrate relationships that have
lasted since leaving school 40 years ago. It was a fabulous evening,
which began with a school tour at 4 pm. No doubt, those on the tour
saw many changes since their final year. It was tremendous to see so
many borders there.
The cocktail party kicked off in brilliant weather at 6 pm. Much
laughter and chatter continued throughout the night. The evening was
complemented by an abundance of great food and excellent service.
Jane and I would like to thank everybody for coming and making it a
most memorable night. To those that travelled distances, an extra big
thank you to you.
Already looking forward to the next one!!!
Robyn Rollason (Molloy) and Jane Gregory (Stanistreet)

1976 boarder 40 year reunion
In early May this year, more than 20 1976 boarders rallied together to celebrate our 40 year reunion in Mudgee, NSW. Numerous
delicious meals were had, the odd glass of wine consumed, but most importantly, the chins wagged and we all regaled in the
memories of our special time together between 1968 (4th Class) and 1976 (6th Form). A huge thanks to Jane Roberts (Clarke) and
Lindy Druitt (Moore) for organising the weekend.
A highlight of the weekend was a day of painting. Jane and Lindy organised a lunch at Rosby Winery and every girl present on the
day contributed to a painting with the intention of donating this painting to one of the Abbotsleigh boarding houses in the future.
Additionally, we were given the opportunity to express our special memories of boarding at Abbotsleigh on additional canvases.
What fun we had!
The second special occasion was prior to the full year reunion held at Abbotsleigh on Saturday 15 October. A group of 1976
boarders gathered at Read House at around 5 pm to enjoy a small, yet very special presentation to the boarding community. It
was many years in the making, but as a boarding cohort, we arranged to donate a garden seat to the School. Thanks to Barb Gavin
(Cooper) and Annabel Higgins (Schmidt) for the procurement and planning of this garden seat. This seat is of special significance,
as it was considered and presented for two reasons: firstly, to remember our dear boarder friends who are no longer with us, and
secondly to commemorate a long and special friendship. A friendship that began at Abbotsleigh and has stayed with us for nearly
half a century. Again, a huge thank you to Abbotsleigh for giving us this opportunity to come together so many years ago and for
allowing us to present the seat to Read House on this auspicious occasion.
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1971 45 year reunion
Fifty very excited women gathered in Abbotsleigh’s Reception
area on 22 October. This was a smaller group than had
gathered five years ago, but we anticipate that many more
will make the effort for our 50th in 2021. The benefit of the
smaller group was being able to move around and talk to
more people. We still see ourselves as ‘Betty’s girls’, grateful
for our enriched education. A highlight of the evening was our
sing-along with Deb Moore and Tania Lamble.
My photo albums cover the time from the mid-1960s to
our recent reunions and they brought much laughter and
memories flooding back. We are all active and contributing
women. Some are still working, but many are working
part time or even embarking on new careers. Our political
views are diverse but we found much common ground for
discussion. A lively evening enjoyed by all.
Cathy Morrison (FitzSimons)

1951 65 year reunion
Sixty-five years ago the class of 1951 graduated from Abbotsleigh and in August 2016 they gathered to share wonderful
memories. After doing the leaving, this year group went on to have a strong influence in the Abbotsleigh community and the
world with Old Girls like Dr Jan Haskins, Abbotsleigh Council; Dr Jill Ker Conway AO, writer, academic and activist for human
rights; and Wendy Bowman AOM, environmental activist. However, gathering at Abbotsleigh for the 65 year reunion talk was
all about boarder memories, visits to the houses of friends and grandchildren. Thank you to Jan Dawson (Penfold) and Jan
Ralston (Haskins) for contacting friends and gathering news.
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1946 70 year reunion
Seventeen Old Girls and friends came together at
Abbotsleigh to celebrate 70 years of friendship on
Friday 29 April. This amazing group of women travelled
from all over to celebrate friendship. Sylvia Faram
travelled alone by car all the way from Melbourne.
Barbara Smith (Broome) made sure that everyone who
could come, did, and in the end, a third of the year
group attended. Amongst many others, Penny White
(Moir) was sorely missed on the day.
Amongst those who attended were the proud maternal
and paternal grandmothers of a current Abbotsleigh
girl. Pamela Mulvey (Druce) and Dorothy Eaton (Smith)
are grandmothers to Claire Eaton in Year 10.

Western Districts reunion
On Saturday 30 April, a busload of Abbotsleigh Old Girls left Dubbo, picking up several others on the way to Michael and Sue Egan’s
beautiful home, ‘Kiameron’ on the banks of the Macquarie River north of Warren at the gateway to the Macquarie Marshes. We
were welcomed with typical country hospitality in exceptional surroundings, devouring a lunch which was catered for by local women
who can cook!
Judith Poole (Headmistress) and Kim Boniface (President, AOGU) greeted us, after rounding up the bus on the way out, together with
Michael, Sue and their lovely daughters, both of whom are recent attendees at Abbotsleigh. It was a privilege to have Judith present
at her last official engagement for the Western Districts AOGU, however we hope it is not the last time we see her this side of the
Blue Mountains.
A big thanks must go to Heleen Fourie, Old Girls Relations Manager, for coordinating the outstandingly successful day. The next
reunion will be held at Helen Armstrong’s winery, Twisted River Wines, Manildra, where no doubt more stories will be told, and
memories reignited.
Thank you to Sue and her family for hosting this year’s reunion. Your outstanding home and surroundings, together with the
hospitality you extended to us was thoroughly appreciated by all.
Tracy McIntyre (Smith, 1978)
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United States reunions
At our recent reunions on the west and east coast of the
U.S., Abbotsleigh Old Girls gathered to reconnect and hear
the latest news from Abbotsleigh and the Old Girls’ Union. In
San Francisco our Old Girls joined with alumni from Brisbane
Boys Grammar and Newington to enjoy each other’s company
and hear from Headmistress Judith Poole at Waterbar by the
bay. It was an unseasonably hot afternoon so the waterside
lunch venue was perfect. In New York, Abbotsleigh Old Girls
gathered at Freemans for a casual dinner and drinks. The
private room allowed for plenty of conversation and it was
wonderful to see new friends being made. We now have a
closed Facebook group for our Old Girls in North America,
so please let Heleen Fourie, our Old Girls Relations Manager
know if you would like to be part of that group.

Reunions and events 2017
Reunions

New Mothers’ Afternoon Tea

70 Year Reunion

For Old Girls who have a daughter
starting at Abbotsleigh in 2017

October 2017

Friday 17 March

Business Networking
Evening

Events
Year 12 2016 Leavers
Welcome Afternoon Tea
Friday 10 February

AA
46

Wednesday 22 March

Card Day
May 2017

Got a reunion
coming up in
2017?
30, 40 and 50 year reunions are
important to many Old Girls and
requests for dates for 2017 have been
trickling through to the Old Girls’ Office.
If you are thinking of organising (or are
already organising) your reunion, please
contact Heleen Fourie on 02 9473 7740
or fourieh@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au

Celebrating 40 years of the Foundation

Abbotsleigh

Commemorative pavers
To celebrate Abbotsleigh’s long years of educating women, in 2005 we inaugurated a
program of commemorative pavers to record the thousands of links that Old Girls, past
parents, former staff and past Council members collectively have with the School.
We invite you to commemorate your personal links with Abbotsleigh by ordering a brick
engraved with your name and the years of your connection with the School.
Gifts of $500 or more to the Abbotsleigh Foundation’s Building, Scholarship or Library
Fund can be recognised with a commemorative paver.
A tax deductible gift of $500 will support the School’s ongoing development.

For further information, please contact the Development Manager,
Danielle Cotter on 9473 7738 or email cotterd@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
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Junior School &
Early Learning Centre
22 Woonona Avenue
Wahroonga NSW 2076
Telephone 02 9473 7700
Senior School
1666 Pacific Highway
(Cnr Ada Avenue)
Wahroonga NSW 2076
Telephone 02 9473 7777
www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
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