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Let’s
Celebrate
2020: A year
like no other
With the launch of the Prefect theme, ‘Let’s
Celebrate: Our Stories, Our Spirit, Our Strength’,
2020 began with a bang! It was the year of
Abbotsleigh’s 135th birthday and we wanted
to honour the past as well as look forward to
a brilliant future where our amazing girls have
‘the opportunity to do more, so that they have
the ability to be more.’
Then COVID hit, and suddenly everything
stopped! It was like we were in living within a
dystopian novel or movie during wartime; but
this was not a war like those we read about
in history books or see tragically unfolding in
other parts of the world, this was a war against
an insidious and unseen virus. No one knew
how things were going to unfold.
In the face of this crisis and in true Abbotsleigh
style, the girls and staff were galvanised
into action; AOCL (Abbotsleigh Off Campus
Learning) and AOCE (Abbotsleigh Off Campus
[co-curricula] Enrichment) were born, and in
a few short weeks, teachers revolutionised
the way in which they taught and girls
revolutionised the way in which they learned.
To be a part of all of this was both inspirational
and a great privilege. The enthusiasm the girls
and teachers demonstrated for making the best
of things and ensuring that learning continued
unabated across the whole School was superb.
Equally as inspiring was to see how the staff
supported the girls and how the girls supported
one another through all the changes. Indeed,
the wellbeing of our girls and staff as we faced

the challenges of 2020 together was always at
the forefront of our minds and action.
We were extremely fortunate that lockdown
only lasted for a comparatively short time,
although many boarders endured it for longer
and at least two overseas students, sadly, were
unable to return at all in 2020. When we were
able to return to school, ROCL (Return to On
Campus Learning) was born and together we
navigated the very different environment of
school where year groups were not allowed
to mix, sport and face-to-face co-curricular
activities were almost non-existent, singing
and cheering were banned and chapel and
assemblies were held via Zoom.
All of this was quite a shock! Yet our girls
and staff were incredibly resilient and made
the best of all circumstances. They navigated
the new rules and were creative, innovative
and determined in their approach to making
the best out of the very different situation.
Restrictions gradually eased, then were
tightened, then eased again. School remained
different for the rest of the year; however,
we were all on campus and as time went
on, sport recommenced and more and more
face-to-face co-curricular activities returned.
We even managed to hold speech days at the
end of the year. Yes – they were very different.
Junior School Speech Day was a magnificent
celebration beamed out to families online, and
in the Senior School, separate ‘Prize Giving
Services’ for each year group were held. We
were grateful that we had the opportunity to
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celebrate the girls’ great academic and cocurricular accomplishments in these ways,
and, we were especially grateful to be living
in Australia.

postponed or cancelled re-emerged in different
COVIDSafe formats; parent seminars and
parent-teacher interviews were held via Zoom
and our 135th birthday was celebrated in style.

That every year group faced challenges
throughout our ‘year like no other’ is
undeniable. However, arguably the year group
that faced more uncertainty, ambiguity and
challenge than any other was Year 12. So many
traditional ‘lasts’ had to be cancelled and the
girls were worried that their studies and their
final HSC examinations would be adversely
affected as had occurred in so many other
countries all around the world. Nevertheless,
our girls were positive, innovative, creative
and extremely resilient as they faced these
uncertainties and disappointments. COVIDSafe
house events were designed and run, final
events with a difference went ahead, as did
the girls’ Valedictory Chapel Service, Assembly
and Dinner.

Throughout the year, through their
‘conversations on the couch’ series, the
Prefects ensured that we celebrated the
stories, strength and spirit of our girls (day
girls and boarders), Old Girls and parents.
Co-curricular activities either went online
or were restarted as soon as was possible.
Additionally, the AOGU compiled an
outstanding collection of inspirational stories
from Old Girls all around the world as they
faced the pandemic and helped others, often
in very tragic circumstances. This compilation
has become an important feature in our
Library and Archives, and we are very grateful
for the work that Rebecca Baillie (AOG 1989)
and her team undertook in compiling this
important document.

Further, despite the perpetual worry of what
might happen in relation to the HSC itself, our
girls remained focused and, always determined
to do their personal best, they adapted to new
learning styles and situations and worked
extremely hard. The girls sat the examinations
under special COVID rules and did not miss a
beat. Indeed, as in previous years, the Class
of 2020 attained exceptional Higher School
Certificate results. We especially congratulate
our HSC Dux, Brianna Ho who achieved an
ATAR of 99.85 We also congratulate Orla
Hogan who was placed 2nd in NSW in Modern
History; Holly Nelson who placed 5th in
PDHPE; Rosie Fordham who placed 6th in
PDHPE; Julia Creighton-Jones who placed 8th
in PDHPE and Daniella Speirs who placed 17th
in Modern History. Further, many of our girls
were nominated for OnSTAGE, ARTEXPRESS,
ENCORE and Shape. We congratulate
especially Isabelle Lin, Pascale La Hei, Sienna
Russo and Chih-Lan Yang, whose Visual Arts
Bodies of Work were selected for inclusion
in ARTEXPRESS.

We also ensured that Service, a very important
pillar of Abbotsleigh, continued. The Junior
School girls enthusiastically raised an
extraordinary amount of money for Jump Rope
for Heart and for The School of St Jude, the
school that we support in Tanzania. In the same
way, the Senior School girls continued their
support for Anglicare and Year 12 provided
a very generous donation to support mental
health initiatives in drought-afflicted rural
NSW. The whole school also sent more toys
and food than ever to Anglicare to support
people in need at Christmas time. In addition,
we are especially grateful for the fantastic
service that our girls, parents, staff, Old Girls,
former parents, former staff and relatives
of staff provided through the Ku-ring-gai
Neighbourhood Centre (KNC). Superbly
coordinated by Mrs Marg Selby, our marvellous
volunteers helped to ensure that people in our
local area, especially the elderly, were being
looked after during and after lockdown. It was
wonderful to see so many members of the
Abbotsleigh community giving of themselves
and serving others throughout 2020.

We are certainly very proud indeed of each
girl of the Class of 2020. These girls will
be remembered throughout the history of
Abbotsleigh as the girls who faced their
final year with dignity, resilience and great
determination. The young women of Year 12
2020 have left the gates of Abbotsleigh with
the fine attributes of persistence, organisation
skills, self-regulation, verbal communication
skills, goal-setting strategies and the hunger to
strive for excellence despite disappointment.
They will forever be great role models for all the
girls who come after them.
As has been stated, 2020 was a year that
brought with it many challenges. Yet these
challenges were accompanied by just as
many positives. The girls’ and staff’s IT digital
learning skills were enriched and enhanced
exponentially; many activities that had been

Our School Council also worked extremely
hard throughout 2020 providing excellent
governance. Further, Council members gave
of themselves unstintingly as they continued
to look towards the future to ensure that
Abbotsleigh remained at the ‘cutting edge’
by looking to provide the best possible
learning opportunities and environment for
our girls. As a result of their forward thinking
and determination, we were able to continue
planning for our Priority Projects and, at the
end of the year, the building of our new Art and
Science Centres in the Senior School and our
new Library in the Junior School commenced.
This is an exceptional achievement for which
the whole school community is extremely
grateful. Our girls will certainly benefit from this
great work well into the future.
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2020, our ‘year like no other’ although
challenging, has most definitely been amazing,
and we have many people to thank for this.
Our sincere thanks go to:
• Mr Paul Fontanot, Chair, and the whole
Abbotsleigh Council
• Parents and grandparents – through the
Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association, led by Dr
Ambereen Qureshi, the Abbotsleigh Parent
Representatives, led by Mrs Lisa Morson and
Dr Ambereen Qureshi, and the Abbotsleigh
Boarder Parents’ Association, led by Mrs Sue
Sylvester (until August) and Mrs Christine
Weston (from August)
• Our Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union, led by Mrs
Belinda Burton (Tjeuw, 1991)
• The Abbotsleigh Foundation, chaired by Mr
Rob Adams
• Our very generous donors, who contribute
to scholarships, bursaries, prizes, our library
and buildings
• Our girls, who have worked so hard and who
have been so agile, flexible, courageous

and resilient. They have also been good
humoured, enthusiastic and most importantly
kind, demonstrating great leadership
• Each and every staff member who is so
talented and so dedicated to our girls. 2020
saw every member of staff go many more
‘extra miles’ as they looked after the girls’
wellbeing as well as challenging them to be
courageous, to take risks and to soar higher
and higher to reach their personal best
• Mrs Victoria Rennie Deputy Head, Head of
Boarding and Head of Senior School
• Ms Sally Ruston, Head of Junior School
• Rev Jenni Stoddart, Mrs Donna Moffatt, Mrs
Liz Cannon, Mrs Carmen Gaspersic and all
the members of our Senior Leadership Team
This year, every member of our community
has risen to challenges never before faced.
Thank you all for your support and dedication
to Abbotsleigh.
I commend this report to you. It provides
but a glimpse of Abbotsleigh in ‘our year like
no other’.
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Christian Purpose
Each family, student and staff
member will carry from 2020
stories that they will share
for many years to come. This
year Christian enrichment
has sought to enable our
community to experience these
stories with a note of hope.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Romans 15:13

feel part of the action by building Bible stories
in LEGO, while in the Senior School, we focused
on love and community to draw us together
while apart.

Hope is a way of seeing the future and in the
Christian faith this is anchored in the conviction
of God’s care and sovereign power demonstrated
in Jesus Christ.

CRU, our voluntary Christian student groups,
sought to be communities of hope and joy. In
the Junior School, staff enabled hope to sing
in laughter, learning and actions when the
normal joy of singing together was curtailed. In
the Senior School, an online community was
created and then as we returned to school, CRU
continued to adapt in order to meet – sometimes
weekly! Our student leaders were exceptional
in faithfully supporting their fellow students.
A highlight of the year was running a Christian

In Senior and Junior School, we began with
chapel services focused on this hope. We did so
with the smell of smoke still in our nostrils, but
with no idea of what was to come. Despite this,
the note of hope could not be quietened. During
lockdown chapel services were flipped to Zoom.
In the Junior School, students were invited to
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leadership conference entitled ‘Counting Joy’.
Abbotsleigh students in Years 10 and up joined
online with students from other Anglican girls’
schools to discover the joy of servant leadership.
Joy found in serving others became our focus
in Term 2 as all students were encouraged to
look to the needs of others through a renewed
Christian Studies curriculum and chapels
reaching out through Anglicare, Sunshine
Cambodia and Crossroads Hong Kong.

Hope ran like a thread through every change
and every challenge, giving our community
momentum. Hope is sacrificial – because it
is certain of God’s care. Hope takes risks –
because it is certain of God’s promised future.
Hope is generous – anchored in the generosity
of God who sent his son that we might know
forgiveness and eternity.
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Early Learning
Let’s Celebrate – Our Stories, Our Spirit,
Our Strength

As the only members of our Abbotsleigh
community that remained on campus
throughout 2020, the Early Learning team was
presented with an opportunity to reflect and
strengthen our pedagogical focuses. Equally,
this was a unique opportunity to connect and
support our children and families through this
extraordinary time.
As for all there was pivoting, reframing,
adapting and inventing throughout these

unprecedented times. The Early Learning
team’s resilience and agility partnered with the
commitment and investment to the children and
families we work alongside was unwavering.
Opportunities for growth were not limited
to Early Learning staff. For the children, a
multitude of possibilities for new ways of
learning and being were uncovered. Some of
the children had the opportunity to work with
Dr Ishara exploring different types of bacteria
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and how microbes, the smallest of bacteria,
cannot be seen.
Dr Ishara’s teachings were a wonderful
provocation leading our curious inventors to
design and create new medical technology. It
was ascertained very early on that COVID-19
telescopes were necessary as the virus itself
was too tiny to see. ‘Corona Zappers’ were the
children’s solution to eradicate the virus.
These innovative technologies were further
unpacked by the children in the ELC
COVID-19 clinic.

It has been abundantly clear that the value of
early learning has never been more evident than
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our families,
many of whom are frontline workers, valued the
normalcy that the ELC was able to offer their
children during the height of the pandemic. The
ELC remained a safe haven for their children to
come and engage purposefully, predominantly
in the outdoor environment. Despite the space
offering fewer resources, the educators noticed
the children accessing the natural environment
to explore, experience awe and wonder, building
their capacity to connect more deeply and
creating their own deep sense of belonging.
The pandemic has certainly highlighted how
much our economy and general wellbeing
depends upon a strong early learning sector
as a means of providing consistent highquality education and care to our very
youngest learners.
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Junior
School
Great learning and celebration have occurred this
year in spite of and in some cases because of the
challenges and opportunities created by COVID-19.
What will stand and endure as memorable will be
our stories, spirit and strength gained though the
turbulent months of 2020.

Each girl, irrespective of how young, will
remember the learning had through the lens
of Zoom and the funny and also sometimes
poignant stories of how we connected with each
other through introducing our family members
and pets as we entered each other’s homes
via the marvels of technology. The indomitable
spirit of our girls was ever present as they
physically distanced by skipping, scootering
and skating once returning to campus. Smiles
were abundant as they found means of ‘filling
each other’s buckets’ and realising just
how blessed we are to have our friends and
Abbotsleigh community to sustain us when so

much of what we considered safe and normal
disappeared. The strength of the girls and staff
was ever present. We were determined to not be
defeated. Our online skills grew exponentially,
we surprised ourselves with how quickly we
could pivot, flex, innovate and find a means of
sustaining learning and continuing to thrive.
Abbotsleigh’s 135th birthday year is one we will
never forget for all the right reasons. We have
done as Winston Churchill commanded, “Never
let a good crisis go to waste.” The following
stories illustrate just how we achieved great
learning and wellbeing outcomes through the
COVID-19 crisis of 2020.

junior school
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TRANSITION

Making connections through our stories
and communities

Transition explored what it means to work
as a team. Their collaboration began as they
attempted to build a box. Together they studied
the properties of a rectangular prism. They
quickly discovered that it would be impossible
to do so without help from a friend. Once
the box was made a question was posed by
another student, “What will you do with your
box?” The girls decided to turn their box into
a house and from there they discussed what
other services would be needed if they were
to make their house part of a city. Many of

the city features that were added had strong
connections to the girls’ real-world experience.
The hospital featured an x-ray department and
the river needed a paddle boat for sightseeing,
an airport was added so that holidays could be
enjoyed and family members reunited. The city
grew over many weeks. Finally, the girls looked
at how to get from one building to another.
They created roads with pedestrian crossings,
footpaths and railways. This is when they
discovered how connection between families
and services is important for daily life.

15
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KINDERGARTEN

Celebrating our sense of community, strength
and spirit
Kindergarten responded to their first year
of school with enthusiasm and grace. They
connected well to one another, taking delight
in sharing in the successes of their peers. The
sense of Abbotsleigh spirit first emerged as the
girls moved to off campus learning. They yearned
for the daily Zoom opportunities to build their
friendships and listen to the tales of their peers’
home learning adventures. As the girls returned to
campus, they had a much deeper understanding
of the other students’ family lives. Hearing
them ask about siblings or grandparents whom
they had ‘met’ over Zoom or seen in a Seesaw
photograph showed this mutual care for the home
lives of each other. Kindergarten regularly shared
stories from home and their friends listened with
respect and interest.
The girls revelled in each other’s successes,
be it a shoelace tying triumph or mastering the
two wheeled scooters. They always responded
with words of encouragement, admiration and
heartfelt praise. Some students became prolific
story writers, and it was with great pride that

they would share their writing with classmates,
eager to share their passion with their peers. As
the year progressed, Kindergarten congratulated
their classmates on their assembly instrumental
performances. Throughout the year, girls would
join AbbSchool classes and new members to
groups were always welcomed with lots of smiles
and enthusiasm.
Congratulations and respect were in abundance
as the girls received house points or merit awards
in assembly. It was delightful to see the girls
acknowledging the attributes of their peers and
using the familiar You Can Do It! language to give
each other specific feedback on how they had
modelled resilience, persistence, confidence,
getting along and organisation.
It is this genuine respect and interest the girls
show in one another that truly embodies the
School Values of respect and compassion;
attributes that will hold this cohort in excellent
stead as they continue their Abbotsleigh
journey together.

junior school
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YEAR 1

Creating stories and tales
Talk for Writing is a creative and powerful
tool which we used and engaged in during our
Term 1 Writing unit ‘Fairytales’. This approach
to writing encouraged students to begin by
‘talking the text’ to become familiar and
confident with traditional story language by
the process of imitation.
Story maps were an effective means to
allow the girls to become the storyteller and
gain confidence in orally retelling familiar
fairytales. This began as a whole class activity,
then moved to small groups and eventually
into bouncing the story backwards and
forwards with a partner. The girls revelled in
the opportunity to collaborate and embellish
these familiar stories and make them
their own.
Role play and hot seating were important
methods to explore characters and their

motivations within the fairytales. The girls
took on these familiar roles and embraced the
characters by dressing up and experimenting
with voice expression. Through this
exploration, the girls began to develop their
story ideas. Eventually, they were able to
independently create their own fairytale with
unique settings and characters.
The Fairytale Day during Camp Week acted
as a culminating event to allow the girls to
embody and truly understand their chosen
fairytale character. This was a highly engaging
way for our students to explore the concept of
story which allowed them to practise and hone
their skills as a confident narrator and a teller
of tales.
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YEAR 2

Bringing Abbotsleigh's history and spirit to life
The girls also took time to research Abbotsleigh’s past
Headmistresses. They discovered women who have left
a trace of themselves in the School’s history; just as the
weaver’s shuttle leaves its mark. The girls wondered
about what mark they will leave on the School for
future generations.
The girls interviewed Mrs Julie Daly, our school
Archivist. They loved the treasures held in the archives,
taking interest in past school reports, school uniforms
and doll replicas of Abbotsleigh girls. Photographs
of Abbotsleigh’s first students were examined with
great curiosity.

The Year 2 girls dived deep into Abbotsleigh’s rich history
in Term 1. The spirit of the School lives on in the people,
places and events the girls researched. To begin the
unit the girls visited the NSW Schoolhouse Museum of
Public Education to experience life in the past. Here the
girls wrote with chalk, practised cursive handwriting and
learned to dance the maypole. The delight and wonder on
the girls’ faces as they learnt ‘old’ skills, was wonderful
to see.

The School Chapel is a place of special significance for
our students. The girls took in the significance of the
stained-glass windows and listened, enthralled, as Rev
Stoddart spoke of the rich Anglican history of the School.
The girls came to realise that each and every student,
staff member and place in the School makes a significant
contribution to the spirit that is Abbotsleigh.

TRANSITION TO YEAR 2

The outdoor education
experience – developing
our strengths, writing new
stories and celebrating
our spirit
The Outdoor Education experience is designed as
a spiralling continuum, building students’ social,
emotional and wellbeing skills as well as developing
their environmental awareness and responsibility. To that
end, the camp experience begins in Transition, with two
consecutive activity days. Firstly, a Teddy Bear’s Picnic
day is designed to build social relationships, helping the
girls forge friendships in the newly formed Transition
class, as well as allowing the girls to explore the Junior
School campus without the Primary girls present. On the
second day, Transition venture to the ACEE, experiencing
a day of messy, outdoor play in the gardens and bushland
setting. The walk to and from the Senior School campus
builds observational skills, develops awareness and
safety around roads as well as encouraging the girls to
explore the Wahroonga community.
The Kindergarten experience is spread across three
days, each with a differing focus. The Art Gallery of NSW
excursion begins with transportation by train, ferry and
foot as the girls experience the myriad transportation
options available in Sydney and see the city in a new

way. The walk through the Royal Botanic Garden builds
awareness of the beauty of nature, while the interactive
workshops at the gallery further explore the idea of
observing the wonderous. The Shape and Colour Day,
back on the Junior School campus, provides experiences
within the familiarity of the classroom and playground
spaces. The third day sees the girls visit Calmsley Hill
City Farm, broadening their understanding of how their
needs are met through farming. The highlights are always
the bumpy tractor ride and milking a cow.
By Year 1, the girls are keen to extend their experiences,
with the three camp days building in intensity. The
Fairytale Maker Day combines the girls’ experiences in
Literacy and STEAM, having them tinker and collaborate
throughout the day and create a fairytale home. The girls
gain experiential understanding of their Science unit
‘Living Things’ through the excursion to the Australian
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Reptile Park. The final day of the Year 1 camp program
begins early with a train and ferry ride to Broken Bay. The
girls participate in a range of outdoor activities including
bushwalking, fishing and beach engineering. We return to
the Junior School exhausted and just in time for dinner.
In Year 2, the girls experience life at school in the 1800s,
building on their History studies through an excursion
to the NSW Schoolhouse Museum. It is with much
anticipation and excitement that the girls arrive at school
the next morning, ready for their first overnight camp.
On camp the girls build confidence and resilience as
they tackle low ropes, rock climbing, orienteering and
archery. They build teamwork and social skills as they
work together to encourage and support one another.
The highlight is sleeping in bunk bed cabins and dining
together across two days. By the end of the camp
experience, the Year 2 girls have formed a very special
bond; one that will see them continue to strengthen
friendships and encourage one another throughout the
school year and beyond.

junior school
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YEAR 3

Finding the science in stories and places
Year 3 students have been exploring different
fabrics and their properties. Through hands-on
experiments using a variety of fabrics, students
investigated toughness, insulation qualities and
how various fabrics behave around water. Once
the students had completed their investigations
they embarked on a creative design and making
project to apply their new-found knowledge.
This project was combined with their research
in Geography, where they were enquiring about
a significant site in Australia.

To start the project the students were given a
doll that needed dressing. The students chose
a job, role or activity that their doll would do if
they lived and worked in and around the site
they were researching in Geography. Using the
knowledge of the area, they designed, chose
appropriate fabric and sewed the outfit for
their doll. The choice of fabric was carefully
discussed and a weekly log was recorded of
the students' thoughts and ideas throughout
the project.
Throughout this investigation the girls came
to understand how interconnected our we are
through our story, role and place.

junior school
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YEAR 4

Our stories, our spirit, our strength
Many beautiful photographs were taken and
they captured a special moment in time, a time
before our thoughts were taken elsewhere.
Creating hope, home and habitat
With the television screens filled with scenes
of fires and the smell of smoke lingering in the
air, it was hard to escape the grim reality of
the destruction caused by the NSW bushfires.
Some children had been directly at risk or
exposed to fires with loss of homes, pets and
personal belongings being a reality. Others
worried about the ‘what ifs’ and some looked
for ways of how they could help. In Science,
Year 4 looked at how they could practically
help through building nesting boxes to replace
the homes of our native wildlife lost due to
the fire. The girls considered the impact of the
fire on our native animals and looked at the
question, “How are environments and living
things interdependent?”.

Saddle, check. Stirrups, check. Helmet, check.
Reins, check. Trusty steed, check.
Cries of excitement filled the classroom when
the girls of Year 4 discovered they would have
the opportunity to go horse riding during the
Term 1 Outdoor Education camp. Set in the
beautiful Megalong Valley, Centennial Glen
Stables was chosen to be the location for the
Junior School’s inaugural horseriding adventure.
Both students and staff were very excited to
participate in this memory making experience.
This would be our time; time to write our
story, demonstrate our ‘can do’ spirit and work
together to strengthen our friendships while
supporting each other.
Within the group, experience levels varied
considerably. While some girls and staff felt
at home in the saddle, for many, this would
be their first time on horseback. For those,
questions outnumbered answers. Thoughts of
Banjo Patterson’s, The Man from Snowy River
and his rapid descent down the mountainside
in pursuit of wild brumbies, filled the hearts and
minds of more than one teacher.
In true Abbotsleigh spirit, every student and
teacher rose to the challenge and completed
their ride through lush green fields, eucalyptus
scented woodlands and across crystal-clear
mountain streams. We could not have asked
for a more picturesque setting. The day proved
to be a huge success. With 100% participation
and sublime autumnal weather, everyone
agreed that it was a day to be remembered.

After discussion with the Environment officers
from the Blue Mountains Council and WIRES,
the following animals were identified as those
needing nesting boxes: possums, feathertail
gliders, red-rumped parrots, microbats and
antechinus. From these choices the girls
selected the animal that they were interested in
and in groups researched what these animals
needed from their environment to survive. Girls
designed their own nesting box considering
its required size, materials of construction and
nesting location. The plan was for them to then
build the nesting boxes for donation to WIRES
for placement in the bushfire region. While
COVID-19 slowed our plans, the Year 4 girls
are proud that their structures are now being
used by WIRES to provide new habitats for
threatened and previously homeless Australian
native animals and birds.
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YEAR 5

Resilience in Year 5: we get up,
we don’t give up!

Traditionally, Year 5 take part in a History unit
that examines Australia’s significant events of
the 1800s – cue a three-day trip to Bathurst
panning for gold just like the miners during
the Gold Rush. However, COVID-19 restrictions
meant that the camp was unable to go ahead.
How were we going to provide opportunities for
the girls to experience colonial life firsthand?
More importantly, for lessons to last a lifetime,
what was it of the events of the 1800s that we
truly want to ‘stick’? This year, the reimagining
of this unit enabled us to explore just that.
Through the lens of the learning framework
disposition of Resilience, our Term 3 topic ‘We
get up, we don’t give up!’ provided a study of
the significant events of colonial Australia and
how people needed resilience to overcome the
challenges they faced. Experiential learning
was key in enabling the girls to access the
historical content and reflect on their skills
as a resilient learner. Immersion tasks like our
impossible treasure hunt, experiential tasks like
our Chinese miner simulation and culmination
activities like our Gold Rush Celebration of
Learning allowed the girls to deepen their
understanding of resiliency and practise
using strategies to improve their own level
of resiliency.
In what we’ve now come to call ‘COVID-19
Keepers’, modifying this History unit to focus
on the skills of resilience has enabled the girls
to celebrate the strength of those who came
before them and also identify the learning that
is most ‘stickable’ because girls, we get up, we
don’t give up!
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YEAR 6

Billycarts take a new turn: spirit, joy and
creative flair

The unit’s focus was creativity, as informed by
our deep learning framework.
To inspire the girls’ learning and to provide
a meaningful start to the unit, A Week With
No Answers was planned. Four hands-on
provocations were organised for the girls. It was
with great excitement and anticipation that the
girls pondered on how a week with such a name
would unfold.

The annual Year 6 billycart project was a
playground for the imagination, as its renewed
focus involved students innovating to solve
real-world problems. This year, the girls
undertook an investigation of the United
Nations Sustainable Goals, exploring the
complexities of global problems and realising
the importance of creative and innovative
mindsets in addressing these pertinent issues.
Through a rich, integrated unit combining
Geography, Science and Mathematics, the
girls set out to design an innovation that would
help to address a United Nations Sustainable
Goal. Keeping to Year 6 tradition, each girl
created a billycart prototype and used this as
a base upon which their innovation was added.
Throughout this project, the girls revelled in the
use of power tools and developed a range of
new skills, such as isometric drawing, to assist
them in conceptualising their project. Great
joy was also taken in weekly documentation of
their progress using the Book Creator app, in
which written reflections accompanied photos
and drawings of the girls’ ongoing progress.
A Week With No Answers
After the challenges presented by AOCL during
Terms 1 and 2, the Year 6 teaching team was
motivated to develop a rich, challenging and
meaningful deep learning project for Year 6 to
inspire their on campus learning during Term 3.

On Monday, a ‘Supreme Incursion’ saw students
delighting in all things billycart – working as
a team to put one together, riding one, and
designing models using billycart components,
bolts, washers and wrenches. Tuesday
immersed the girls in a paper bag simulation
which encouraged them to think critically about
challenges faced in the world and the role of
the United Nation’s Sustainable Development
Goals. Wednesday’s task challenged students
to work as a class team to design an outfit for
a mannequin which demonstrated creativity,
innovation and sustainability. On Thursday,
the girls explored picture books which
addressed the United Nation’s Sustainable
Development Goals.
These provocations developed empathy and
prompted our Year 6 students to start thinking
about how they could use their creativity to
improve outcomes for people less fortunate
than themselves. A Week With No Answers was
indeed a thought provoking experience that
successfully launched our deep learning unit:
‘You, Me, Us – A Connected World’.
Underpinning the project, the disposition of
creativity was the deep learning focus. At the
beginning of the task, the girls unpacked the
meaning of creativity and discussed the skills
and behaviours that are involved in creative
tasks. Continual reflection and refinement
of the girls’ creative skills and behaviours
were woven throughout the project, allowing
the students to measure their growth at the
conclusion of the task.
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PDHPE

Keeping the Junior School moving
Keeping our Junior School girls physically active
during a most bizarre and challenging year was
a huge priority and focal point for the Junior
School PDHPE Department throughout 2020.
Following a year of constant change, roadblocks
and challenges, success was had and solutions
found though innovation, creativity and a
determination to keep moving somehow.
We quickly realised the importance of
ensuring that our girls’ wellbeing and an
outlet for physical activity now needed to
be viewed through a different lens; many
different lenses. While our girls continued to
engage in the school curriculum from home

through Abbotsleigh Off Campus Learning,
we introduced fABBfitFun! Girls had the
opportunity to Zoom in with their PDHPE
teachers for activities three times a week. Chair
aerobics, clues to collect challenge, physical
Kahoots, ballroom with your bear, scavenger
hunts, exercise jeopardy, mindfulness and
even a virtual visit to the zoo with animal
locomotions were enjoyed by many.
PE lessons had a heavy focus on the girls
getting outside to engage in physical activities
and challenges led by their PDHPE teachers.
A focal point during brain breaks was the
Jump Rope for Heart program. Girls worked
independently on their skills from home and we
even managed to have an exciting jump-off day
on their return to school.
On the girls' restricted return to school
(ROCL) we pushed out super fun and engaging
activities for the girls to participate in on the
usual Saturday Sport training afternoons in
their grade cohorts where our ‘Amazing Race PE
style’ afternoon was a definite highlight!
The constant change allowed us to view
activities through fresh eyes, to adjust on the
run and to create new and engaging active
and experiential programs for our girls. This
new thinking captured many girls who hadn’t
previously been participants in traditional
sporting formats. It is clear that our girls are
happier, better balanced and more engaged
when involved in regular exercise and physical
activities. It was vital to the girls’ wellbeing that
we managed to find a way.
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YEAR 2

Riders for life

The Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education (PDHPE) curriculum aims
to develop students’ ability to participate in
a range of physical activities with confidence
and competence, while also providing
opportunities to enhance and develop resilience
and connectedness.
Each year, all Year 2 girls participate in the
differentiated Rideability Bike Education
program, which focuses on developing skills
and confidence in the realm of bike riding. For
many of our girls, this is a chance to hone their
skills while also having the opportunity to grow
and show greater independence as they learn to
ride unassisted. The girls take absolute delight
in this program, enjoying the freedom to ride
bikes both during PE lessons and also during
their lunch breaks.
While the skills required to ride a bike are
the major focal point, the program also has
a significant impact on developing our girls’

perseverance, resilience and cooperative skills.
Throughout lessons, the girls are encouraged to
share space, communicate and work together
to ensure safe participation and enjoyment
for all. Additionally, as they share spaces, the
girls develop resilience as they bounce back
after a traffic jam or fall. For students who are
learning to ride unassisted for the first time,
they demonstrate perseverance, practising and
reinforcing skills so that they too can enjoy the
thrill of riding at lunchtime with their peers.
The final skill the girls develop is empathy.
While celebrating their own achievements, the
girls also revel in the achievements of their
peers, particularly those who have learnt to
ride independently for the first time. The pride,
enjoyment and independence that the girls
experience throughout this program is a true
indicator of a fun and engaging experiential
learning experience.
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ART

Primary artists showing life
mimicking art

How do you teach art online? That was the
question that the Junior School Art Department
quickly had to answer when we all went into
lockdown in March. One of the answers was to
take up the challenge titled, ‘Create Famous
Artworks at Home’. Years 3-6 joined the internet
challenge initiated by the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam and later the Getty Museum in
the US. The challenge was for students to use
household items, pets, family members or even
themselves to recreate a famous artwork.
The challenge set by the museums was a global
sensation and had gone viral. Our students
responded with similar gusto. The girls had
to research a work of art, recreate the work
and photograph their results. Afterwards they
submitted a reflection of the process and
justification for their artwork choices.
The results were many and varied – comical,
thoughtful, surprising and even sombre at
times. Everyone seemed to be involved –
pets, parents, baby siblings. You name it, the
students used it. Our students were at the
top of their game with this activity, rivalling
many of the works already out there on the
internet as can been seen in their creations
illustrated here.
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LIBRARY

Clicking and collecting through COVID-19
While it was a challenging and disruptive
year, with major events such as Abbotsleigh
Literary Festival cancelled and regular library
services reduced due to COVID-19, the Palmer
Library in true Abbotsleigh fashion seized
the opportunities that disruption can offer
and achieved several significant successes.
Embracing our core value of perseverance,
we were able to keep girls reading throughout
AOCL and ROCL with the launch of the
Wheeler’s ePlatform eBook and audio book
subscription service. In less than one week, our
girls powered through our initial subscription of
300 books, and within a month, more than 900
books were borrowed and read by our Junior
School girls. To keep physical books in the
hands of our eager readers, we offered a Click
and Collect service during AOCL, distributing
close to 600 books over two days to students
who used the service.
Never ones to shy away from a challenge, our
girls enrolled in the NSW Premier’s Reading
Challenge (PRC) in record numbers in 2020.

Each Infants girl read more than 30 quality
picture books during AOCL and ROCL, with
teachers creating videos of themselves reading
books and sharing them via Seesaw. Despite
challenges in accessing copies of books during
AOCL, our Primary girls persisted and virtually
all girls from Year 3 to Year 6 were also able to
complete the challenge. In addition to the PRC,
girls in Years 4 to 6 also participated in the
Abbotsleigh Reading Challenge (ARC) which
focuses on encouraging girls to develop their
breadth of reading by exploring a wide range
of genres and subject areas. This year our
challenge focused on the non-fiction section
of our collection and became affectionately
dubbed the ‘upstairs’ challenge by the girls.
Girls selected Christian works, poetry and
texts from a variety of other subject areas to
complete the ARC.
To wrap up a tremendous year of reading, we
celebrated the announcement of the CBCA
book week in Week 2, Term 4 with a virtual book
fair and surprise visit from Children’s Laureate
and celebrated author Ursula Dubosarsky.
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LANGUAGES

Voici l’histoire… finding the story
in history

AOCL made it challenging for our language
learners of French and Mandarin to engage
in our usual communicative presentation and
practice of new vocabulary and language
structures. It did, however, prove to be a
wonderful opportunity to add a cultural focus
to our learning. Having looked at the geography
of France and Europe, Year 4 students
expanded their lens and enjoyed researching La
Francophonie, discovering some of the reasons
why French is so widely spoken in the world
today. The girls developed their understanding
of European colonisation and were able to
connect this with their subsequent class study
on the Age of Exploration. We extended our
discussions further to look at the influence
of French explorers in the Pacific and even
contemplated how life might look for us today,
had Australia been claimed by the French.
Returning in Term 3, Year 1 students celebrated
le 14 juillet with a simulation of the events
leading up to the storming of the Bastille.
The girls really enjoyed finding out how the
people of France joined forces to bring about
La Revolution.

In Mandarin, approaches such as project based
learning and project oriented learning were
embedded in the teaching and learning program
throughout the year. Year 6 background
speakers were encouraged to interview a
member of their family in English. During
the translation process, students acquired
new vocabulary and sentence structures and
gained a deeper insight into the life and history
of the loved one in their life. This interview
was made into a picture book called This Is
Your Life, which was then presented to that
family member. The success of this project is
clearly displayed in students’ work and in their
reflective journals.
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CHRISTIAN STUDIES

LEGO Bible Masters chapel during
COVID-19
Our hope is that each student at Abbotsleigh
is engaged with the message of Jesus which
brings joy now and into eternity. We couldn’t
have imagined what 2020 would look like, but
God’s enduring love enabled us to continue to
share the hope Jesus offers in remarkable ways.
A highlight of the year was the opportunity to
launch our own ‘Bible Masters’ program. Each
week, through the wonders of technology and
Zoom, a Bible story was presented using LEGO.
The theme for the term was God’s Rescue Plan
and each story captured how God is in charge,
even when things around us might seem to
the contrary.
As the Bible was read, the girls were able to
watch a Bible story unfold with the use of LEGO
characters and scenes. There was a short talk
about the story and Bible Masters concluded
with the hosts, Lucas Lake and Mrs Brick,
encouraging the girls to create their own LEGO
displays at home, based on the story from
that week.
The girls photographed their own LEGO models
in a bid to win a ‘gold brick’. Junior School staff

and girls from the Senior School helped create
the LEGO models used in filming. During a time
where the focus was on isolation, chapel sought
to remind girls', staff and parents watching at
home, that they could be connected around
God’s word. It was a joy to film the episodes,
watch the girls' faces on Zoom and see their
wonderful creations that brought God’s rescue
plan into the LEGO domain.
At Abbotsleigh, we want our girls to understand
the person and work of Jesus Christ, allowing
them to make an informed decision about their
faith. We do this through Christian Studies
lessons and chapel each week. This year some
classroom highlights have been creating models
of various Psalms using plasticine, writing
prayer booklets, dressing a Joseph doll with the
different clothes he would have worn, reflecting
on the Apostles’ Creed and learning about the
importance of the Bible with a puppet named
Waffle. These lessons continue to encourage
the girls to grow in their faith, knowledge and
trust of Jesus Christ.

GOD’S GREAT RESCUE STORY

PRIMARY 8.30 AM | INFANTS 9.30 AM
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LITERACY

People shaping stories

Runner by the same author, girls considered
powerful imaginings of things to come,
underpinned by the message of the importance
of kindness in the midst of uncertainty.

"People think that stories are shaped by people. In
fact, it's the other way around." – Terry Pratchett
In the Junior School this year, many of the
stories shared through class novels and picture
books have enabled girls to think about ‘real
world’ issues. Text choices have also been
made with the themes of connection, empathy
and resilience in mind, particularly fitting
concepts in 2020.
Stories allow readers to explore the problems
we face in our world today and spark creativity
and innovative thinking about how such
problems might be solved. Through the novel
The Little Wave by Pip Harry, girls in Year 3
learnt about the dangers facing our oceans and
created posters informing the viewer of actions
they could take to protect the coastline and
its wildlife.
Meanwhile, Year 6 girls were motivated to
create persuasive presentations, songs and
brochures to inspire their audience after
reading of the plight of turtles in Queensland
through their reading of the novel Turtle
Trackers by Samantha Wheeler. Other Year 6
girls explored the UN Sustainable Development
Goals through their novel studies. Whether
envisioning a future affected by climate change
and where bees are extinct in How to Bee by
Bren Macdibble, or exploring the impacts of
climate change and global warming in The Dog

The themes of connection, empathy and
resilience have featured as key concepts
throughout the books enjoyed by many girls this
year. Maintaining connections with each other
during AOCL was at the heart of the learning
programs, while the dispositions of empathy
and resilience were not only explored through
texts but demonstrated by all members of our
community. During AOCL, girls and teachers
in Year 3 used Seesaw to share picture books
such as My Two Blankets by Irena Kobald and
Clancy the Courageous Cow by Lachie Hume,
which promoted the messages of connection,
acceptance and friendship and taught the
girls the power of empathy. Year 5 students
also explored this theme and created in-depth
character analysis models based on their
reading of books such as Wonder by R.J. Palacio
and Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell. This
project allowed the girls to really ‘step into the
shoes’ of the characters in the novels they had
studied, thereby developing their own empathy
and understanding. The value of resilience in
times of difficulty was also explored through
novels and the girls considered how their
characters could ‘get up’ rather than ‘give up’
when faced with challenges.
Despite the difficulties faced this year, the
sharing of stories enabled Junior School
girls to explore important concepts together
and to imagine possible solutions to realworld problems. Stories are at the heart of
our experience.
“Stories make us more alive, more human, more
courageous, more loving.” – Madeleine L’Engle

31

junior school

ENVIRONMENT CLUB (3-6) AND ENVIROMINIS (K-2)

Saving the environment – one step at a time

into prosthetic hands and the ‘Return and Earn’
container recycling scheme remained in full swing.
Nude Food Mondays were a success this year,
where girls were encouraged to bring wastefree lunches and awarded house points. The
Environment Club seeks to raise awareness
of plastic waste and how it affects our local
environment, as well as on a global scale. We
also enjoyed making beeswax wraps.
We revamped our own art installation named
‘The Wave’, which takes a stand against plastic
in the ocean. It is displayed in the Junior School
for all to see. It is important that all Abbotsleigh
girls are aware of ways we can nurture our
environment, not just to benefit our own school
community, but developing lifelong habits that
contribute to global understanding of caring for
the planet for future generations.
This year, we were blessed with sunshine and
rain to keep our gardens alive. Our most prolific
crops were our beautiful eggplants and lush
parsley. The girls enjoyed watching the growing
process and harvesting fresh, healthy produce,
and we re-used materials to create Flora the
Scarecrow for our Kitchen Garden.
For National Tree Day we planted two new trees
in our Bush Tucker Garden. We learnt about
bush tucker and Indigenous land management
in an incursion with Earth Story. Our native
stingless bees continue to thrive.
The girls continue to monitor our recycling and
landfill bins, ensuring that waste is disposed of
sustainably, for the benefit of us all. Vegetable
waste was collected and fed to our worms in
our worm farm, plastic lids continued to be
collected for Envision which upcycles them
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YEAR 3

Why collaborating in Mathematics is
an essential skill

Now hiring! Great team members needed!
This was Year 3’s initial provocation
when embarking on their Term 3 focus of
Interpersonal Skills in Mathematics. The
students were tasked with reflecting on what
they looked for in a team member. They each
wrote job advertisements that showed their
existing understanding. Most agreed on the
fundamental skills of listening to each other
and sharing ideas. They also made the realistic
assumption that disagreements would occur.
There was consensus that staying calm during
disagreements was much easier at school than
with our own brothers and sisters.
The impressive traits listed in their job ads
provided a strong launchpad for our unit. It
is often assumed that children will develop
the ability to collaborate and resolve conflicts
without too much effort and conveniently all
at the same time. This is actually not the case,
with most students benefiting from having
these dispositions broken down and modelled
for them. Focusing on this across multiple
learning areas, teachers and spaces has had a
remarkable impact in Year 3.

In the weekly Mathematics Specialist lesson,
with both Sally Southan and the class teacher,
students were given team challenges which
targeted both mathematical and interpersonal
skills. Interpersonal skills taught included
agreeing on goals, making plans, including
others, being responsible for our own
contribution, active listening and dealing
with disagreements.
Groupwork is essential in Mathematics and
has advantages beyond the exciting growth
seen in interpersonal awareness. Working with
peers creates a situation in which students
need to convince others of their ideas and
opinions. Essentially, they need to explain their
mathematical thinking articulately in order to
persuade their peers. These early opportunities
to collaborate lead students to develop their
mathematical language and ability to justify
and reason using examples to prove their point.
Hearing the Year 3 students reflect with such
depth and honesty on their growth throughout
the unit was most satisfying and bodes well for
their future as team members.
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SERVICE LEARNING

Year 3: service at home
Term 2 2020 began in an unusual way as
students logged on to, instead of walking
into, their classroom for the day. AOCL
marked a significant change in the style of
teaching and learning adopted by Abbotsleigh
teachers and students. Many important
and highly anticipated learning experiences
were reimagined.
Service Learning in Year 3 is a special and
treasured learning opportunity where students
typically work with other community members
to build new and reciprocal relationships. Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, our traditional means
of delivering the Service Learning opportunities
were no longer possible, thus was born the
Year 3 Service at Home project.

Some of the activities included paying it
forward, teaching an adult a skill, cooking a
meal for a family member, practising gratitude
or taking time in nature with a sibling. The
tasks outlined were diverse, but all linked by
the common themes of connection and serving
others. The girls' learning was deepened as
they were expected to reflect on their acts of
service. Students took great delight in recording
themselves as they discussed what they had
learnt and what they enjoyed while completing
their weekly tasks. The girls’ reflections were
thoughtful, introspective and heart-warming.
It is evident from the student responses that
Service Learning can take many different
forms. In developing and delivering the Service
at Home project, teachers realised how
valuable it is for students to dedicate time to
fostering purposeful relationships in many
different contexts.

“I learnt that the laundry takes a long
time to do. My mum has to do it twice
a week, so I am lucky I only had
to do it once.”
Sophie

Fuelled by student choice and
designed to nurture empathy while
strengthening family relationships,
the Year 3 Service at Home project
took the form of a Service Learning
grid titled, ‘Connection Time’. Each
week time was scheduled for girls
to address one task on their Service
Learning grid.

“Today for Connection Time, I chose to
dress up with my mum and sister. We
had lots of fun being silly together.”
Annabel

“For Connection Time, I read a book with
my little brother. I learnt to be patient.”
Stephanie
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School
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Middle School
Our Middle School girls have certainly
showcased their spirit and strength in this most
unusual year. The Years 7 and 8 tutor group
leaders and the rest of the cohort demonstrated
considerable skills during these challenging
times. It was wonderful to witness how well the
girls used the Friday ‘fun day’ tutor sessions
to show just how much they can celebrate life
and connection with their peers and Tutors,
along with their participation in our wellbeing
program. Our Year 7 girls were not prepared
to let a cancelled camp derail their interest in
getting to know all the members of their cohort
and all Middle School girls managed to make
the most of AOCL.

Huge thanks go to the Years 7 and 8
Coordinators, Mrs Haymen and Ms Butler, for
the engaging activities that they designed and
led, which promoted positive connections
between the girls. These included athletic
competitions as well as an online celebration
of joyful moments throughout 2020. Both these
staff members modelled the grit, resilience,
perseverance and agility that was needed this
year. They, along with the Middle School girls,
adapted to new ways of engaging with each
other. Congratulations also to Jeslyn Lim who
raised funds to support a children’s charity by
cutting off her hair after growing it to more than
a metre over the past eight years.
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Senior College
Archdale
The girls in Archdale faced the challenges
presented to them this year with determination
and consistently enjoyed the activities they
were able to complete. In their daily Zoom
welcome sessions, they remained connected,
embracing the changes and differences in their
school life this year. Their pastoral care groups,
co-curricular activities, year meetings, chapel
services and assemblies continued where
possible, providing structure and support.

The Year 9 girls used their tutor times creatively
to work on tasks. They also benefited from
learning more about essential study skills
and habits through the ELES programs. They
participated in the Wheeldon Cup performing
arts project, focusing on the eight school
houses and the significance of their names
while emphasising the five School Values. This
was particularly relevant in this, Abbotsleigh's
135th anniversary year.

While the girls were not able to participate in
all the events that are usually planned, they
experienced new ways to communicate. The
girls in Archdale continued to value their
learning experiences and adapted successfully
to the use of Canvas for lesson information and
resources. They adjusted very quickly to online
learning and completed tasks as required. Their
positive attitudes allowed them to cope with
home based school, often shared with and
supported by parents and even family pets.

The Year 10 subject selections provided an
opportunity for the girls to use video sessions
to access information for their senior subject
selections. In addition, Year 10 students
completed the All My Own Work (AMOW)
program through the Canvas space. They
were able to participate in their self-defence
day, which is a valuable program dealing with
life skills.
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Senior College
Our student leaders launched ‘Let’s Celebrate:
Our Stories, Our Spirit, Our Strength’ before
COVID-19 was part of our lives, and yet it could
not have been more apt for this year.
Senior College girls began the year with their
usual vibrant house spirit, a deep desire
to celebrate our strength as a community
and to hear more of each other’s stories.
‘Conversations on the Couch’ was to be a key
tool for embedding the theme of celebration
throughout the year. The Year 12 Conference in
late January saw the girls share their hopes and
dreams for their final year of school. Meanwhile,
Year 11 embraced their responsibilities as Peer
Support leaders and Peer Mentors as well as
club leaders. The year seemed predictable!
Our Senior College girls demonstrated
considerable agility and fortitude when off
campus learning became imminent. Through
beautiful chalk art on their final day on campus,
their commitment to ‘celebrating our stories,
our spirit and our strength’ remained steadfast.
During AOCL, the girls encouraged and
supported each other, often in highly creative

ways. Their care and compassion coupled with
their desire to make a positive social impact,
led many to join the Ku-ring-gai Civilian Army.
When students returned to campus, the
girls quickly adapted to new ways of ‘doing
school’. House spirit remained very much alive,
perhaps even energised by the challenges of
2020. Creativity flowed with new COVID-safe
house events being held; Kahoots and Zumba
being two that were rapturously received. The
girls’ commitment to worthwhile causes never
wavered: climate change, Black Lives Matter
and advocating for positive mental health for
drought-impacted communities as well as
groups which experience particularly high rates
of mental illness.
Our Year 12 girls leave school with so much to
celebrate. They have a unique story to tell of
their final year; they faced the unexpected and
came through it. Perhaps it’s the disruptions
of 2020 that will make them the best prepared
Year 12 class ever.
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Christian Studies

One of the consistent themes in the Bible is to
rejoice, even when the situation we are in is less
than ideal. This truth has resonated deeply in
a year of bushfire and coronavirus. Instead of
focusing on the difficulties, we have celebrated
our stories of how God has worked in and
through our circumstances this year.
It has been wonderful to see how the Christian
Studies team has worked together to be flexible
and agile with technology and lessons. During
AOCL the staff were constantly in touch with
each other to help develop and refine our Zoom
skills. Our new staff member, Ben Hunter,
was particularly helpful in in developing our
Department Canvas skills. The combined
efforts of the Chaplaincy and Christian
Studies staff to create a meaningful COVID-19
compliant final chapel service for Year 12 was
a testament to the creativity and innovation of
the team.

Our AOCL stage highlighted the importance of
relationships and community in our Christian
Studies lessons. When we physically came
together again in class, we told stories, asked
questions and discussed important issues with
care and respect. We valued and supported
each other in a way that put the interests of
each other before ourselves.
To further develop our experiential
understanding of compassion and connection,
we focused on service in Term 4 to model the
life and words of Jesus and to help others who
were especially vulnerable from the challenges
that this year has brought. In this way we
sought to use our head, heart and hands for the
sake of others.
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Drama
Shared learning and dramatic and theatrical
experiences in storytelling, as an actor and
as an audience member, are at the heart of
our educational innovation of discovering,
through people and our relationships, different
situations and changing perspectives of the
world we are living in, day-to-day.
Through the effects and restrictions of
COVID-19, Drama in 2020 at Abbotsleigh
highlighted the impact that we have on
each other, socially and culturally, through
every character and role that we inhabit and
experience. The empathy we feel for characters
and their situations and stories, brought to the
stage, and in 2020 especially, depicted on the
screen, allows us as individuals to discover
our own sense of self, our shared values and
shared learning.
In Year 7 and 8 Drama our students discovered
radio plays and clowning during the COVID-19
lockdown and the introduction of AOCL. This
was a very new form of dramatic expression
for our Stage 4 students, especially continuing
to work off campus in ensemble and pairs
through ‘breakout rooms’ on Zoom via
Canvas. The impact of movement through
sound effects and improvised group-devised
mime, or in retelling a humorous scenario,
spurred many creative solutions online. All the
students returned to the reality of classroom
theatrical performances as AOCL concluded
to present their fractured fairytales with radio
sound effects or their paired clown routines

Despite the Year 12 Drama students sadly losing the
opportunity to begin improvising and playbuilding a Group
Performance in Term 2, they turned the moment into a special
memory. When NESA announced the cancellation of the HSC
Group Performance in Drama for 2020, within minutes the Year
12 Drama students turned their shock and disappointment
into an improvised, online performance to express their loss
by staging a funeral for the Group Performance. I received an
invitation via email moments before my scheduled Zoom class
with them and quickly donned a black mantilla! As the Zoom
opened in its familiar ‘Brady Bunch’ gallery of faces, I saw a
host of grief-stricken faces, some behind black spotted veils
or under large sombre hats, some wearing dark sunglasses,
with white tissues in hand! Most of these ‘characters’ were
featured in front of changing backgrounds in a cathedral or
cemetery or by a grave or in a swirling universe of gothic mist!
Every one of them allowed their grief and loss of their longedfor ensemble opportunity to be acknowledged. Gradually
through this improvised process they revealed for themselves
the positive possibilities this necessary NESA decision had
given them in deepening their Individual Projects and their
written responses to and experiences of theatre.

in the Drama Studio with a live, socially
distanced audience!
Similarly, in Years 9-12 Drama this year, the
students discovered themselves standing in the
shoes of an individual character, quite literally
alone in their homes, responding and reacting
to a wide variety of given circumstances
and the theatrical styles of Gothic Theatre,
Shakespeare, Australian Drama or HSC
Individual Projects. In Term 1, our Year 11 and
Year 12 Drama students had just completed
their ensemble scenes, workshopped in two
plays of classic Australian plays or black
comedy. Without realising it, they were
more than ready to take on the challenge of
working individually.
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English

How do we survive when things fall apart?
Emily Dickinson explores this in her beautiful poem We
Grow Accustomed to the Dark. While the light has been
put away, we learn to adjust to the altered universe.
Either the Darkness alters —
Or something in the sight
Adjusts itself to Midnight —
And Life steps almost straight.
And so, we have aimed to step ‘almost straight’ after
the dreadful fires and the COVID-19 pandemic. The
English Department emphasised the value, beauty and
importance of literature as we encouraged optimism
and hope in our girls as a way of adapting to this
changed world.
COVID-19 could not deter us as we rallied in Term 1 and
embraced Canvas and off campus learning. Lessons were

adapted as we sought to deliver an interesting study
experience for our girls that would facilitate learning
and engagement. I appreciate the professional and
indefatigable work of the English team in this endeavour
as they faced and embraced the challenges strewn
before them.
It was wonderful to see the girls rise to the trials
that confronted us all as they participated in online
discussions, posted their work on Canvas and supported
each other in group work. Their resilience is impressive.
So, farewell to 2020 – a year that most of us will happily
see gone, but also a year where the art of resilience was
practised, and we continued to step ‘almost straight’.
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HSIE

Languages

In a year that provided a number of challenges to our
teaching and learning programs in the HSIE Department,
opportunities were found through a reimagining of topic
sequences, the development of new case studies and the
adoption of new modes of delivery that allowed students
to engage with global issues during AOCL. Highlights
included Year 10 Geography’s investigation of coastal
management issues through a virtual field trip to Long
Reef and Year 9 Elective History’s participation in a
live-streamed seminar on curating exhibitions. Year 12
Economics students analysed the unfolding financial
impacts and governmental and industry responses to
the COVID-19 pandemic. We were also impressed by the
ability of our students to collaborate with their peers on
group tasks when physically isolated in locations ranging
from Wahroonga to Queensland and as far away as
Singapore and Hong Kong. They were sophisticated and
creative in their use of software in the Year 10 History
presentation on the US Civil Rights Movement and in
the Year 7 Geography task to design the world’s most
liveable city. Although the Travel topic in the new Year 9
Commerce syllabus was taught with nostalgia, students
developed important skills required to plan a safe
overseas holiday and problem solve abroad in a postpandemic world.

With a new staffroom with all Language Teachers
together, and new staff members, 2020 was going to be
the beginning of a new era for Languages.

The Department is optimistic of a return to our dynamic
program of fieldwork and learning outside the classroom
in 2021, with excursions planned to Lake Parramatta,
Pittwater, Kosciuszko National Park, The Rocks and the
Jewish Museum.

Staff started the year reflecting on their practice and
discussing the implementation of a new K-10 curriculum
for modern languages, sharing ideas and our vision on
the best ways we could teach languages (modern and
ancient) envisioning a more holistic approach to learning,
incorporating deep learning attributes to our teaching/
learning goals and reflecting on how we could guide
our students and each other to be the best version of
ourselves with a growth mindset. Little did we know early
in Term 1 what was to come!
In 2019, the word ‘Canvas’ could have been associated
with a beautiful painting, something artistic and hopefully
the beginning of a masterpiece. In 2020, thanks to the
Innovation Team, Canvas meant mastering and using a
new Learning Management System so we could publish
our lesson overviews, upload resources, organise our
lessons and continue to teach our students while
on AOCL.
Back in class ‘live’, we neither put aside our textbooks
nor Canvas nor our passion for face to face teaching.
A sprinkle of modern technology, a sprinkle of more
traditional teaching and more than a sprinkle of
enthusiasm all made for a positive learning environment
and we hope that our students will fondly remember 2020
and their Language studies.
Although physically distant during AOCL, we were all in it
together and students demonstrated commitment to their
studies, respect for their teachers and their school when
connecting to their timetabled lessons via Zoom and
the magic of teaching and learning continued. We have
all grown from the experience and improved our skills:
listening, organisation, collaboration and planning. The
challenges that we faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic
have made us better people: developing our resilience
and solidarity.
A different ‘choreography’ to the one we had imagined,
but in retrospect it was a worthwhile educational
experience to have.
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Mathematics
2020 may be remembered as the year of COVID-19, but
it also will be remembered as a year where mathematical
terms became part of the normal vernacular, for example
exponential growth, graphical modelling and flattening
the curve. The Mathematics Department at Abbotsleigh
ensured that as the world may have slowed down due to
the pandemic, the exploration of Mathematics continued
with fervour both online and in the classroom so that
each student was able to increase their depth and
broaden their knowledge and skill base.
This year, Canvas was used more in Mathematics for
learning and assessments. The staff were able to run
their lessons using the features of Canvas and ensure
that formative and summative assessments were run
so that the students were able to get great feedback on
their progress in their mathematical understanding and
knowledge. The Mathematics Department looks forward
to using it more in 2021.
While we were not able to compete in the normal
competitions and Olympiads, the students were
given other opportunities to be involved with online
competitions including the NCSS Coding Challenge and
Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge.
The Mathematics Department has taken a collaborative
approach to implementation of the new senior calculusbased curriculum over the past two years, employing
programs that seek to meet the needs and challenges of
our students, empowering them to be the problem solvers
and mathematicians of tomorrow.
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Music
The Music courses at Abbotsleigh are designed to build
creative thought, collaboration skills, perseverance
and spark passion in Abbotsleigh learners. Students
are exposed to a variety of musical experiences and
undertake adventurous exploration of repertoire
and content through project-based learning. 2020
arrived with the celebration of the third consecutive
First in State award for HSC Music (2017, 2018 and
2019). This is testament to the innovative classroom
programming and development of learning dispositions in
Abbotsleigh students.
The Years 9 and 10 Elective Music classes benefited from
an excursion at the beginning of Term 1 to a live recording
of The Voice. They were inspired by the impressive
performances and made new discoveries from the behindthe-scenes snapshot of the entertainment industry. This
excursion supported topic work on the ‘evolution of song’
in the Year 9 course and generated much reflection by all
students related to performance presentation.
As the pandemic pervaded Australia, Music programs
were transformed and students proved to be adept at
pivoting and applying their skills of flexibility when
learning from home. We also discovered creative ways to

maintain existing programs. Rehearsals were revised to
a virtual format during AOCE and this helped to motivate
students to continue practising their instruments and
singing. Year 8 students, along with Elective Music
students, also enjoyed the extra time available to them for
composing and working with our Composer in Residence,
Harry Sdraulig (recipient of the 2020 Arcadia Winds
Composition Prize) during this period.
While many students took opportunities to participate
in practical activities online, Music students returned to
school with a heightened awareness and appreciation
of the sense of community that playing in an ensemble
provides, whether this be in the classroom or through
the cocurricular program. Music students embraced the
rollercoaster of changing government protocols with
adaptability and teamwork.
2020 was a truly transformative year for Music, but our
wonderful and talented musicians were undeterred,
continuing to work on new and exciting performances for
audiences to watch using digital platforms, participating
in workshops and performing ‘live’ for small audiences.
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PDHPE

The necessity of AOCL through 2020 allowed
both the staff of the Senior School PDHPE
Department and the students to be adaptive
and creative with their involvement and
interaction within PDHPE and Physical Activity
and Sports studies.
11PDHPE were completing a unit of work on
first aid with a range of practical learning
progressions such as CPR and the management
of injuries. Teachers and students adapted
to practise these important life skills on
their favourite teddy bear to ensure that they
were still applying and refining their newly
learnt skills.
Practical PE lessons were also a challenge,
though in collaboration with the Senior School
Sport Department, an ‘at home’ exercise and

sports skills Canvas page was developed where
students could pick from a suite of suitable
activities to complete in the home environment.
Students then uploaded photos or time-lapse
videos of their sessions to share with their
classmates. In many instances we could see
students participating in the activities with
their siblings and parents, with the exercise
becoming a positive experience for the whole
family during a difficult time.
It was pleasing that the interpersonal nature
of both practical and theoretical PDHPE was
not limited by the challenge and uniqueness of
AOCL, with students working collaboratively on
a range of tasks and providing rich, encouraging
feedback to their peers.
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Science
Earlier in the year during Science Week, I spoke about
the forced isolation that was experienced by well-known
scientist Sir Isaac Newton. During the Black Plaque,
Newton was forced off campus and back to his home.
There were no Zoom lessons for Newton, and so instead
he freed his mind and turned himself to studying some
of today’s fundamental scientific concepts.
Turning our minds to 2020, I was so impressed with how
both students and staff transformed their teaching and
learning practices to adapt to this ‘new way of learning’.
I commend the staff for bringing our entire curriculum
online and into the 21st century. We often talk about
‘preparing our students for their future’ and this year,
more than any that have gone before, I can honestly say
that we can celebrate what we have done in this domain.
Science is not an easy subject to teach entirely online.
However, the Science team rose to the challenge to
provide students with video practical sessions and
virtual field trips. I remember one particular lesson with
my Year 7 class where we were looking at invertebrates.
I challenged them to go out into their gardens and find
some invertebrate organisms. I was quite shocked when
one student uploaded a picture of a lobster. When I
quizzed her about it the following lesson (thinking she
had gone to the internet) she told me that it had been
sitting on the kitchen bench for dinner that night!
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Technologies
Innovation is embedded in the learning of the Technology,
Information Software Technology, Design and Technology
and Software Design and Development courses at
Abbotsleigh. Girls engage in design and production activities
with a systematic approach to problem solving.
Testament to the exceptional standard and creativity of
Design and Technology students and the classroom program,
2019 Year 12 student Rosie Meares was placed 4th in the
state and eight girls were nominated for SHAPE. In 2020, the
girls continued their Major Projects despite interruptions to
their access of specialist tools, resources and equipment.
They addressed this by embracing opportunities to adapt
and grow their projects.
Year 9 and 11 Textiles students participated in an Illy Strate
fashion workshop, learning the foundations of visual
communication of design ideas for both textiles and product
design. Prue Rainey, the Director of Illy Strate, introduced
girls to her Illy moving figure based on the nine heads theory
of fashion illustration and explained techniques for drawing
materials and textures.
Natalee Bowen, of Indah Island, provided a Zoom incursion
for Year 10 girls during their Interiors unit. “Natalee Bowen
has been in the design industry for over 20 years. Indah
Island has been commissioned both Australia wide and
internationally. Natalee’s work has received many industry
awards and is now featured in many magazines, social
media and TV programs”.
Year 8 girls embraced Gaming eSports, a full day STEAM
event, was provided by gaming educators from PWC.
Using Block42, girls extended their critical thinking skills
in learning about website design and gaming. Working
with Coder Academy, teachers extended Year 8 girls’
understanding of gaming and the ability to code games.
Jessica Collins, Year 12, was invited by the Calypso
marketing agents, Perfection Fresh Australia, to model her
dress created from mango seeds as the face of Calypso
Mangoes for this coming season.
Jessica was interviewed and invited to create a blog about
the dress.
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Visual Arts
The Visual Arts year commenced with the
Year 11/12 Young Curators exhibition Hide
and Seek – the art of Vanessa Stockard. This
event was a collaboration, over 10 months,
between Vanessa Stockard, the Abbotsleigh
Young Curators and Max Germanos and 3:33
Art Projects. Through this collaboration,
the girls learnt the role of the curator and
the requirements to set up all aspects of an
exhibition in the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery. At the end of Term 1 the 43 Year 12
Visual Arts students faced the necessity of
physical removal from their wide exposure to
artists, teachers and art facilities. Through
determination and creative invention, the girls
produced an excellent exhibition of their HSC
Body of Work in September.
Prior to COVID-19 restrictions, our Visual
Arts teachers were accustomed to working
with multi-modalities of visual art media and
quickly adapted lessons to suit off campus
learning. These restrictions necessitated a
transformation in their ways of connecting
and communicating with their students and
each other.
Artmaking completed by most year groups was
an inventive response to these history making
circumstances and included specific and
focused exercises alongside the continuation
of practical work started in Term 1. Year 7,
continuing the theme of Animals in Art, took

photographs using a camera or smart phone
of their pets, real or toy. Year 8 created a
photostory documenting their current family
life or explained their choice of what would be
saved during a bushfire. Both Year 8 and Year
9 were invited to contribute to #covidclassics,
the digital remaking of artworks initiated by
various world museums. Year 9 and Year 10
benefited from having an art kit and continued
to develop their paintings and drawings and
managed to negotiate assistance through their
Zoom lessons. Year 11 created a ‘Corona diary’
to draw, paint, document and interpret their
personal experiences at this time.
Girls continued to visit and enjoy the exhibitions
in the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery.
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Boarding
2020 changed almost every facet of life and that
was certainly true for the boarding community. Our
boarders and staff spent the year in continuous pivot,
proving the boarder spirit spreads far beyond the gates
of Abbotsleigh.
It was surreal to witness the boarders leave campus in
March for what was then an undetermined period, but
the unmeasurable experience offered to them while on
AOCE was quickly evident. For some families, it was the
first time in many years that all children were at home
for longer than three weeks at once. Boarders helped
parents with farm chores in the morning before school;
discussed homework over the dining table; rode horses
or motorbikes during lunchtime or helped with grocery
shopping. In particular, the girt and perseverance shown
by overseas boarders in being ready by 5 am for the
‘morning welcome’ is to be commended.
The intangible AOCE benefits of home life and learning
during COVID for boarders cannot be underestimated
although boarders and boarding staff worked hard to stay
connected beyond the classroom. The unique sisterhood
of a boarding house was quickly missed and weekly house
meetings went online. Family pets became regular guests
and birthdays were celebrated remotely. The weekly
catch ups, ‘show and tell’ and sing-a-longs transported
that distinctive boarder essence via Zoom to Hong Kong,
Quirindi, Tennant Creek, Dimbulah, Molong, Cootamundra
and beyond.
As the pandemic eased and boarders returned to campus
during Term 2, the biggest change to boarding life was
the relinquishment of the boarders’ iconic Dining Hall for
the ‘bubble’ experience of sharing meals in a boarding
house. It has been an unexpected delight for boarders
to eat meals as a year group in the boarding houses.
The slower pace of mornings and dinner in pyjamas was
eagerly welcomed. Boarding staff served each meal for
the boarders with joyful humility as a practical example
of Christian faith. These small measures are certainly
something to bring into a post-COVID world.
In 2020 the boarders found innovative ways to come
together while remaining physically separated with
interhouse web-trivia games and letter writing. The
boarders’ farewell to Year 12 was also experienced
differently. As boarders could not celebrate in the Dining
Hall together, each year group made personalised gifts
for the Year 12 group as precious mementos from the
boarding community.

Performing Arts
Junior School
Up Stage – Production experience with a difference
Up Stage – a Junior School 2020 Dramatic Arts program
was adapted to replace the production that was cancelled
due to COVID-19. This fresh, innovative project was
inclusive of all budding performing arts students from
Years 3 to 6.
Students were invited to submit a monologue, a stage,
costume or make-up design, a poster or a dramatic
opening scene for a play. Girls were welcome to enter
as many categories as they liked, and each category
was judged by a performing arts industry professionals:
awarding winning playwright Wayne Tunks; NIDA
graduate and Musical Theatre actress Isabella Schroder;
Belvoir Street Theatre Artistic Director Carly Pickard;
international film director Mr Jon-Claire Lee; New York
based director and producer Neil Gooding and acclaimed
author John Larkin.

A dramatic arts
program for
budding performing
arts students from

Years 3 to 6

Students could use photography, graphic arts, computer
imaging, paint or pencils to create their entries. The
creativity, colour and imaginative submissions were
delightful and a joy to view and read. Up Stage was
wonderful way to learn about all facets of the performing
arts. This exciting project helped expand students’
understanding of the industry and ignite passion through
a fun and enjoyable process.
Congratulations to the following winners
One-minute monologue – Feathery Fluster by
Neomi Verma, 5D
Opening scene of a script – Turn On by Chanel Kang, 6L
Poster design – Alice in Wonderland by Melanie Wong, 6G
Make-up design – Hadestown by Chanel Kang, 6L and
Amy Whitelaw, 6L
Costume design – Queen of Hearts by Saskia McDonald, 3L
Stage design – Amelia Herrick, 3O and Gemma Lim, 3O
The winners were announced at Primary assembly and all
entries were published in eBook format for students and
families to enjoy. Click here to enjoy them with us.

Up
Stage
TERM 3
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Senior School

Music

Drama students often work together in ensembles, pairs
and in larger casts developing team skills socially and
theatrically, as well as challenging themselves individually
in making and performing for others. In 2020 many of
these opportunities in competitions and festivals were
cancelled such as the School Musical, School and State
Shakespeare Festivals and the Senior School Play.

Junior School

Some events were changed to include an online or live
feed performance component such AbbLib Theatresports.
New skills in performing to a camera and online
relationships via video conferencing were discovered and
developed, allowing different perspectives and diverse
modes of theatrical communication. We hope to extend
these skills in next year’s plays and productions for our
2021 audiences.

2020 is a year that Music Departments all over the world
will not soon forget. Unprecedented restrictions on group
singing, wind instruments and ensembles required us
to dig deep into the imagination recesses and find very
different ways to create music. Lockdown presented
opportunities for all students K-6 to write and perform
rhythmic passwords for their study spaces. Submissions
featured cameos by parents, pets and younger siblings
breaking the rhythmic security system and illustrated
lovely moments of joint music making at home.
Years 3 and 4 would usually spend Term 2 developing
their singing skills, but COVID-19 opened up the
opportunity to develop their listening skills. Girls listened
to and analysed musical concepts in a wide variety of
music, from Ludwig van Beethoven to Ludovico Einaudi.
Then, using Seesaw, students created unique drawings
and artworks in response. Year 5 and 6 would normally
spend their upper Primary years being ‘tortured’ (read:
practising sight-singing exercises) by Ms Napier or
Mr Kooper, but to their delight, were instead able to battle
for high scores on the music speed-reading app Staff
Wars. At a time when live music was almost non-existent
worldwide, in Term 3 we were able to welcome Adam Hall
and The Velvet Playboys via Zoom. This Perth-based jazz
band delighted, entertained and innovatively found a way
to share live music with our girls. What an amazing year of
agile music making we had!
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Senior School
Despite our constant efforts to work around COVID-19,
Senior School Music, like many other aspects of school
life, was affected in ways beyond imaginable.
Our first strike came when our annual House Choir
Competition was terminated after the many hours of
hard work from the Year 12 leaders as well as the few
rehearsals we managed to squeeze in before restrictions.
From there, dozens of new restrictions were implemented
as rehearsals began to stop until finally, lockdown hit.
Lockdown inspired new and unconventional ways of
rehearsal with many ensembles such as choir and band
going ahead over Zoom. Although the girls found it
strange to be playing or singing by themselves, muted,
alone in their rooms, they all found themselves enjoying
the bits of music that they had missed.
As school began to open back up, restrictions were
consistently changing. Ensembles had to rehearse in
separate year groups while singing and woodwind/
brass instruments still had a complete ban. Slowly, these
restrictions began to lift and soon enough, woodwinds/
brass were back in business and we could have
solo singers.

Finally, nearing the end of the school year, some
instrumental ensembles were back to work, with all
years together at last (with social distancing of course)
and now five socially distanced singers were permitted.
The ‘Abbotsleigh Masked Singer’ was introduced,
where girls anonymously submitted a recording in a
guessing competition.
Even beyond just the music ensembles, our events such
as Speech Day and the Christmas Carol Service had to
be rethought. Instead of the usual numerous rehearsals
in preparation for these events, the Music and AV
Departments worked tirelessly to prepare and individually
record musical items to stream at the events, with some
of the recording sessions lasting up to two hours.
It was inspiring to see the girls so willing to take on
these challenges and satisfying for all to see the
spectacular results.
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AbbSchool
Drama
AbbSchool drama held Trinity Guildhall
examinations in November 2019 with a
majority receiving Distinctions in the results.
Ten students sat their ATCL Performance
Diploma, receiving four Distinctions
and six Merits. Two students sat their
ATCL Communications Diploma, both
receiving Merit.
We were unable to hold the annual Senior and
Junior Drama Recitals in 2020, nor were the
Trinity Guildhall exams able to take place.
A very pleasing part of 2020 was that
throughout the height of the pandemic in
Term 2, Speech and Drama private lessons
were able to continue via Zoom. This was
particularly pleasing for the students who
could continue with their lessons during the
unusual times.
The AbbSchool Drama Teachers helped
launch Up Stage, a innovative replacement
for the Junior School Production that involved
industry professionals judging monologues,
scripts, costume and make up, posters and
set designs.
Dance
The results of the inaugural ASSCF
competition for Junior School Comp POM at
Quay Centre Olympic Park that was held in
late 2019 weren't reported in last year’s report.
The excellent results were as follows:
• 1st in Junior School Pom
• 3rd overall (all styles, primary and
secondary school)
Unfortunately, all of the scheduled
Eisteddfods for 2020 were cancelled.
In September of 2019, 31 girls completed
their ADV Dance exams with an impressive
60% of those achieving Honours or Honours
with Distinction. In 2020, 60% of participants
achieved a Highly Commended or above,
including three Honours or Honours
with Distinction.

Pleasingly, in 2020 we were also able to
offer annual examinations for RAD Classical
and ADV Jazz syllabus, with a total of 44
dancers participating. Despite a very limited
preparation period, 45% of participants
achieved Merit or above, which was an
excellent result.
Through the height of the pandemic,
AbbSchool Dance staff worked hard to keep
the girls engaged in the program. They did this
via the introduction of an online class program,
including Zoom classes and by offering
extensive dance resources via Canvas.
Aquatic Centre
With the Aquatic Centre closed for a large
part of Semester 1, it was pleasing to be able
to invite Abbotsleigh swimmers back into the
pool in Term 3 for Learn to Swim lessons and
the Squad Program.
Unfortunately, external competitions, meets
and carnivals were cancelled throughout
this period. Our swimmers continued to
train hard and look forward to returning to
competitive swimming.
Other AbbSchool programs
Most other AbbSchool activities returned in
Term 3 albeit with some additional protocols.
Students and staff did a magnificent job
responding to these changes to ensure that
the programs were able to continue in a
safe manner.
Staff
The AbbSchool staff did an amazing job during
these challenging times. The staff showed
great flexibility and agility when responding to
change during 2020. Staff were willing to do
whatever was required throughout this period
including temperature testing, school holiday
program care, providing supervision of classes
and the provision of online activities. The
staff were very happy to be back providing the
programs and activities for the girls.
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STEAM initiatives
from Early Learning
to Year 12
Just as history has revealed that new
opportunities can emerge from crises, so too
the events of 2020 saw many changes and
successes that we can celebrate. While 19
March 2020 seems like a lifetime ago, it was the
day that Abbotsleigh held its first Off Campus
Learning initiative (AOCL). On that day, the entire
Year 9 cohort rolled out of bed, turned on their
computers, joined their Zoom class sessions
via Canvas and started us on our journey. This
incredible undertaking by the School brought
together the hard work and dedication of the
entire Abbotsleigh community. Traditional
teaching and learning practices were instantly
challenged and it was amazing to observe
the flexibility and adaptability of students
and teachers.
From that day, the rapidly changing situation
forced the Australian Government and school
leadership to make drastic changes to protect
the health and wellbeing of students and staff.
Our country moved quickly into lockdown and
with just one trial day, we moved to AOCL. While
the girls’ resilience shone through, the teachers
moved at whirlwind pace and with incredible
professionalism and perseverance to change the
way they delivered learning. Behind the scenes,
technicians and engineers worked tirelessly to
support staff and students.
During the first two weeks of AOCL leading up to
Easter, we uploaded 73,687 lessons onto Seesaw,
recorded 773,969 page views in Canvas and held
6005 Zoom meetings. This number continued to
grow as the state went into further lockdown.
Then we returned to campus and, despite
continuing restrictions, were able to run our
first STEAM day for 2020 – Zoo by Design for
Year 7. Much of the day was completed virtually,
using our Canvas platform and enabled students
to enjoy a break from routine and focus on
problem-solving and design. In Term 4, a new
program ‘Who Stole the Elf Off the Shelf?’ was
implemented. We discovered breakout rooms
and other online platforms to deliver two funfilled STEAM days for Middle School.
STEAM initiatives in the Junior School gave
outlet to experiential based learning that was
so important given we couldn’t venture beyond
the campus. Transition girls started with the
creation of a net to construct a 3D box that
morphed into an entire city with buildings and
airport. Designing a perfect bedroom captivated
the Kindergarten girls. In Year 1, a mini town

was created while the girls in Year 2 invented an
animal and designed its lifecycle and habitat.
Year 3 girls explored places of significance in our
world and researched their architecture before
constructing models of everything from the Eiffel
Tower to the Great Wall of China. Year 4 girls
responded to the devastation of native habitats
by constructing nesting boxes for animals from
possums to parrots. Constructing and racing
drones and billycarts consumed our Stage 3 girls
in Term 4.
The redesigning of our STEAM programs came as
a result of a grant that Abbotsleigh was awarded
to attend the STEM Academy at the University
of Sydney. Six teachers from the Mathematics,
Science and TAS faculties attended a threeday residential program at Women’s College in
December 2019. They explored case studies,
developed activities, discussed cross curricular
collaboration and drilled deeply into each of the
disciplines to enrich their understanding of how
to design and implement outstanding STEAM
activities for Abbotsleigh students.
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Global
connections
Student exchanges and careers
Sadly, we were not able to run any of our
normal exchange programs this year due to
travel restrictions, but although disappointed,
our many prospective candidates showed
great resilience and understanding about the
situation. Our partner schools were similarly
saddened, but we hope to re-establish our
relationships with them as soon as overseas
travel is safe and permissible again.
Year 10 students also lost their traditional
week of work experience, but there was still
the possibility organising work opportunities
for themselves when they became available
in one of their holiday breaks. They were still
be covered by insurance and able to have a
similar experience. Additionally, a number of
workplaces organised virtual work placements
that could be done online from home and some
girls embraced the opportunity to take part.
Although our annual Careers Night was not
able to run in its usual timeslot on campus,
we replaced it by a series of very successful
online Career Focus Nights, where our alumni
presented their stories to our girls, who could
tune in from the comfort of their own homes
to listen and learn. Using this format had the
advantage that some of our alumni who live
and work in regional areas and interstate, were
able to take part for the first time, which was
a wonderful bonus. It also allowed boarder
parents to join us and our audiences for each of
the six sessions was exceptionally good.

International visitors and
sister schools
Our 11th school trip to Japan was
cancelled in early February due to
COVID-19, as was our visit from Ohtani,
due to take place in August.
We had the fourth visit from three girls
from Fujimigaoka High School in Tokyo
during Term 1, but they sadly had their
stay cut short and left for Japan on
23 March.
Fortunately, we did have a four-day visit
from Nishiwaga Senior High School (four
girls, one boy and their teacher) in late
February. It was the school’s third visit
to Abbotsleigh and we all enjoyed the
brief experience.
The Fujimigaoka girls and Nishiwaga
students were the only two groups able to
visit us in 2020.

Our senior girls were able to hear from
far more universities than usual in their
lunchtime talk sessions, as by using Zoom,
we were able to include many interstate and
regional universities who normally would not
normally travel to speak to us. In addition, the
universities all ran numerous evening online
sessions to explain about their courses to
students and they also ran their Open Days
virtually. This had the huge advantage that
students could ‘visit’ several campuses on
the same day and so increase the number of
campuses they could explore. Virtual tours
provide students with an excellent feel for the
different campuses and the online environment
provided our students with far more extensive
opportunities to easily research a variety of
courses and campuses.
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Grace Cossington
Smith Gallery
The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery plays
an important part in the creative life of our
community and provides us with a place that
connects artists, visitors, local groups and the
School. It invites students to engage with the
visual arts and challenges their perceptions.
The proposed, exciting program for 2020 was
overtaken by world events and unimagined
challenges to visitor access. However, it
was pleasing to have presented four public
exhibitions that allowed our girls and visitors to
focus their minds in a positive way.

Young Curators, an inspiring learning
experience facilitated by Max Germanos and
3:33 Art Projects. Over 10 months, the girls
developed a working relationship with the
artist and her work. Visiting Stockard’s home
in Bowral, her exhibitions in Clayton Utz and
Chalkhorse gallery provided the background for
this student curated exhibition.
ART NORTH (March)

2020 exhibitions
HIDE AND SEEK – THE ART OF
VANESSA STOCKARD (February)

This annual exhibition presented works for the
2019 HSC examination developed by Visual Arts
students from 19 schools in the Ku-ring-gai and
Hornsby Shires. These local schools nominated
their outstanding art students, showcasing
artistic strength and diversity and providing the
opportunity to exhibit in a professional gallery.
In the HSC Body of Work, students develop
an independent approach to their artmaking,
responding to issues of personal interest or
concern and developing expertise in a chosen
art media. The exhibition was opened by Local
Member Alister Henskens SC MP and also in
attendance was the Hornsby Mayor, the Hon
Philip Ruddock AO.
VISUALISING STORIES (April to August)

Vanessa Stockard is a renowned Australian
artist and Abbotsleigh Old Girl (1993). She
has been an Archibald finalist multiple times
and has exhibited across the country and
internationally. Her love of the peculiar, the
comic and the ethereal can be seen in her
paintings of figures, portraits, landscapes
and pets. This exhibition was a collaboration
between Vanessa Stockard and the Abbotsleigh

Visualising Stories was an exhibition
highlighting diverse approaches to
contemporary children’s book illustration by
Liz Anelli, Lorena Carrington, Tannya Harricks,
Bethany Macdonald and Aura Parker. It was
inspiring to observe the artistic processes used
by the artists, including oil on linen, collage,
printmaking techniques, photography, digital
media, watercolour and coloured pencils.
Intended to complement the Abbotsleigh
Literary Festival, the exhibition was initially
presented as a virtual experience with a tour
displaying videos of the artists at work. The
exhibition opened to students when they
returned to on campus learning and to the
public for limited days in July and August.
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“The wonder of visualising stories is that the
artist is able to shape the story and create a
unique reading experience that goes beyond
words. Words and images unite to offer a rich
and rewarding experience for the reader.”
Paul Macdonald, The Children’s Bookshop
THE YEAR 12 VISUAL ARTS HSC artworks
of our 43 art students were exhibited in the
gallery in September for HSC marking. Parents
were provided with the opportunity to see the
fantastic works in the last days of Term 3.
MARGARET WOODWARD – WORKS FROM
THE STUDIO (September to December)
Presenting more than 40 works from local
artist Margaret Woodward’s studio in Hornsby,
this exhibition was curated by Mary Faith
and Lisa Jones. Woodward has received many
awards, including the 1971 Wynne prize and
Portia Geach Prize in 1983 and 1984, as well
as nominations as an Archibald finalist almost
every year of the 1980s. Woodward’s artworks
are represented in major public art galleries in
Australia and private collections in Australia
and abroad.

61

Community
Filled with natural enthusiasm, we started the
year like every other, with a calendar packed
full of varied, fun and interesting events. As
news of a strange new virus started to filter
in, some of our families needed to self-isolate
upon returning from overseas. Wishing not to
hold an event that would preclude any member
of our community attending, we postponed
our annual whole school Twilight on the Plaza
and Chinese New Year Lunar Morning Tea
celebrations until such time that we could all
celebrate together.

To mark the 135th year of the School, the
Abbotsleigh Boarder Parents’ Association
(ABPA), led by Sue Sylvester, produced a
magnificent cookbook, Seasoned. The boarders
have always been an integral part of the School
and the stories behind the recipes gave us a
great insight to where our boarders call home.

Fortunately, Junior School Year Group Morning
Teas all went ahead as did the Year 7 Parent
Tutor Breakfast. These popular events allow
our parents to get to know one another along
with their daughter’s class teacher or tutors.
Fortuitously, the very special Year 12 Mother
Daughter Breakfast also went ahead, as did the
annual Boarder Round Up – our very last event
before the students went home and we all went
into lockdown.
Keeping the community connected through
such unprecedented times became paramount.
It provided us the opportunity to think laterally
and creatively about how this may be done
despite the challenges. During such a difficult
year we wanted to support our families’
businesses, hence our Community Directory
was launched.
While the Literary Festival was cancelled,
Junior School parents were still able to order
the books for their daughters to read. The
McGrath Foundation ‘Pull On Your Socks’
campaign went ahead and a record $7,300 was
raised. Abbotsleigh has now raised a total of
$32,414 to help provide breast care nurses in
communities across Australia.
Although the annual Careers Night could not
proceed in its usual form, six different Careers
Focus Sessions were held via Zoom, hearing
from our Old Girls already making their way in
their chosen vocations. We had more students
and their families engaged in these events than
ever before.
The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association (APA)
led by President Ambereen Qureshi, sponsored
two extremely relevant and important parent
information evenings, held via Zoom and
again attended by record number of parents.
The ever-popular Paul Dillon spoke on teens,
socialising and alcohol – what parents
can do to keep their teens safe and Karen
Young joined us for a timely discussion on
strengthening children against anxiety.

To mark the end of their Junior School days,
our Year 6 girls were able to hold their farewell
dance plus the they had a lot of fun creating
Christmas gingerbread houses in their
classrooms and passing around their signature
owls for signing.
What a wonderful sight it was to see our Year 12
girls and their parents arrive back on campus
for their very special Valedictory events. The
Judith Poole Sports Hall was transformed to
hold their Valedictory Service in the morning
followed by the Valedictory Dinner and then
Year 12 Formal in the evening.
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We were also so fortunate to be able to
welcome our parents back on campus for
the Prize Giving Services by year group, a
celebration of our girls’ achievements after
such an odd year.

Foundation Celebration Zoom
On Saturday 24 October, history was made
in the Peter Duly Concert Hall as we went
live to our families’ living rooms for the
first ever Abbotsleigh Foundation virtual
fundraising event. It was just so wonderful to
see our parents, students, Old Girls and staff
‘Zooming in’ for a night of outstanding student

performances, fun and fundraising to celebrate
Abbotsleigh’s 135th birthday (with a truly
amazing cake).
Our sensational Old Girl MC, journalist Laura
Tunstall (2001), did a brilliant job in entertaining
us, running our various competitions and
encouraging our Zoom audience to donate to
the Foundation and place bids on items in our
exciting online silent auction. We were treated
to a glimpse of the new buildings planned for
the Junior and Senior School, and our Archivist,
Julie Daly, took us through the rich history of
our school that began 135 years ago.
Due to the generosity of our parents, Old Girls
and staff, we are thrilled to announce that we
raised a total of $109,992. An extraordinary
amount, especially in such difficult and
uncertain times. These funds will go towards
Abbotsleigh Foundation scholarships and
future building works on both the Junior and
Senior School campuses.
We would like to thank everyone who got
behind this experimental event: the families
who bought a ticket and those who also made
a donation, the parents and Old Girls who
donated prizes, the staff who worked with
students on their music, dance and drama
performances, the businesses who supported
the event and our parent organising committee
and Foundation Fundraising Committee. We
couldn’t have done it without you and we are
truly grateful.

Old Girls
COVID-19 undoubtedly impacted on many
plans for Old Girls in 2020, but thanks to a
variety of innovative approaches, it possibly
helped bring our Old Girl community even
closer together.
During the year we reached out via phone to
more than 150 Old Girls, those who would
usually attend our events such as reunions,
the Black and Gold Lunch, Card Day, Archibald
Tour, Golf Day and others. It was a wonderful
opportunity to check in, see how our Old Girls
were during the challenging times, plus keep
them up to date with what was happening at
the School.
The annual Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union
(AOGU) Mothers’ Afternoon Tea, where Old
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A number of Old Girls were virtual speakers in
assemblies and events, including:
• Katie Rigg-Smith (1996), Clare O’Rourke
(2015), Megan Jones (2015) and Gabriella
Pereira (2012) speaking at the Year 10
Conference Day: ‘Women in Leadership’
• Melinda Peterson (Hallowes, 1985) and Laura
Peterson (2018) speaking about the school
service partner, Sunshine Cambodia
• Sarah Kelland (2016), Kendall Shepherd
(2014) and Kaitlyn Crowe (2014) took part
in the inaugural Old Girls vs Current Girls
Debate hosted by the AOGU via Zoom –
successfully arguing against the topic ‘That
wisdom comes with age’.
• Aimee Openshaw (2013) speaking at the
School’s 135th Birthday Chapel Service
• Laura Tunstall (2001) as Master of
Ceremonies for the Abbotsleigh Foundation
Celebration Zoom event
• 135th School Birthday video montage of
reflections from 10 Old Girls about their
time at Abbotsleigh and wishing the School
happy birthday
• President of the AOGU Belinda Burton
(Tjuew, 1991), read the School Lesson (via
video) at the School’s Birthday Assembly and
fortuitously was able to speak in person at
the Year 12 Valedictory Assembly to officially
welcome the class of 2020 as our newest
Old Girls
• Careers Focus Sessions held via Zoom
provided an opportunity for 30 Old Girls from
around Australia and the globe to share their
wisdom and experiences with current girls
and parents.
Girl mothers of current students welcome
the Old Girl mothers of new students, was a
special afternoon, but made even more so as it
turned out to be the only in-person AOGU event
for 2021.
The AOGU Networking ‘Breakfast’ went ahead
via Zoom and Rebecca Ladd (1981), one of the
2019 AOGU 110th Anniversary Grant winners,
provided a fascinating insight into the deaf
community across the world.
The AOGU asked our Old Girls to share what
life had been like during COVID-19 and 45 Old
Girls supplied stories, photos and videos with
a variety of experiences ranging from front-line
health, supporting home schooling, learning a
language and attending university virtually.
Visit www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au/old-girls/
old-girl-news/old-girl-news to download and
read the special COVID supplement of The
Loom showcasing these incredible stories.
There was also welcome feedback from the
Old Girl community following the standard
editions of The Loom and Around Abbotsleigh,
increased social media profiles on Facebook
and Instagram as well as the launch of the
online Old Girls Business Directory.

Old Girls again contributed significantly to the
School with a total of 120 on staff, including
more than 70 leavers from the last five years.
This included close to 70 sports coaches, six
debating coaches, seven music tutors, 12 early
childhood and boarding house assistants and of
course, teachers and support staff.
Old Girls were strongly represented again in
the Day Girls vs Boarders vs Old Girl swimming
relay at this year’s only school carnival,
finishing a close second to the Day Girls.
The AOGU continued its recognition of the
positive contributions Old Girls make to their
local and worldwide communities through the
AOGU 110th Anniversary Grant. This year’s
worthy recipients were Linda Dalton (1979) and
Nina Dunn (Tesoriero, 1995).

HSC 2020 Results
Congratulations Year 12 2020
We celebrate and congratulate the amazing young
women of Year 12 2020 who, in the face of the
unprecedented challenge of a worldwide pandemic,
have demonstrated outstanding resilience, agility and
diligence. The girls navigated their learning during
AOCL superbly, supporting and encouraging each
other and remained committed to their theme of ‘Let’s
Celebrate: Our Stories Our Spirit Our Strength’. Each
girl worked with determination and a desire to achieve
her personal best and we are so proud of each and
every girl’s achievements. Girls, your stories, your spirit
and your strength have become part of Abbotsleigh’s
rich history and will certainly be something to which
future generations of Abbotsleigh girls will aspire. We
are excited to see where your paths will lead you beyond
Abbotsleigh and we know that your courage will hold
you in great stead to achieve the dreams you hold for
your future.

English Extension 1, French Continuers, French Extension,
German Extension, Music 2, Science Extension, Visual Arts
• 90% or more in the top two bands: English Advanced, PDHPE,
History Extension, Mathematics Extension 2
Overall Abbotsleigh results
•
•
•
•
•

7.9% 99 and over
19.7% 98 and over
40.1% 95 and over
66.4% 90 and over
84.2% 80 and over

Boarder results
•
•
•
•

3.2% 98 and over
25.8% 95 and over
51.6% 90 and over
71% 80 and over

Depth of performance
Abbotsleigh’s median ATAR is 92.75
State median ATAR is 70.15

Outstanding results by subject
• 100% in the top band: Japanese Beginners, Latin
Extension Music 1, Music Extension
• 100% in the top two bands: Chinese Continuers, Chinese
in Context, Design and Technology, English EAL/D,

Significant achievements
All round achievers
Lily Adams, Humpshinie Baskaran,
Georgina Conn, Alyssa Davis, Brianna
Ho, Annabelle Hopwood, Ayra Huda,
Shannon Ji, Heather Kim, Charlotte
Kindl, Katherine Lai, Linda (Yunxian)
Li, Monique Nicholls, Go Eun (Anne)
Pan, Madeline Robinson, Adelaide
Taylor, Yael Taylor, Ella Turner, Satara
Uthayakumaran, Lucie Varyiot, Heidi
Windybank
Top ATAR scores
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

99.85 Brianna Ho
99.75 Orla Hogan
99.7 Monique Nicholls
99.65 Lily Adams
99.45 Lucie Vayriot
99.4 Annabelle Hopwood
99.35 Heidi Windybank
99.25 Rosie Fordham
99.15 Humpshinie Baskaran
99.15 Go Eun (Anne) Pan
99.1 Linda (Yunxian) Li
99 Charlotte Kindl

Top achievers
Students who achieved a state
ranking in a course.
• Orla Hogan – 2nd in
Modern History
• Holly Nelson – 5th in
Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education
• Rosie Fordham – 6th in Personal

Development, Health and
Physical Education
• Julia Creighton-Jones – 8th in
Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education
• Daniella Speirs – 17th in
Modern History
NESA student showcases
ARTEXPRESS
Nominated
Ottilie Allen – Kings of the Burbs
Siena Bolger – Service to the Ocean
Maya Jayawardena – My Sri Lankan
Grandma said: “I wish I was a
migratory bird so I could fly home”
Ellen Pragastis – pacify[h]er:
Innocence and Decay
Bronte Xie – Jing and Joe, but where
are you really from?
Selected
Isabelle Lin – Growth and
vulnerability: coming out of my shell
Pascale La Hei – Ghosts of the
Casuarinas: The loss of the Glossy
Black Cockatoo
Sienna Russo – Smart Reconstructed
Chih-Lan Yang – Broken – No Such
Thing as a Still Life

ENCORE
Nominated
Olivia Hobbs – Music 2 (Composition)
Heather Kim – Music 2 and Extension
Music (Performance)
Holly Nelson – Music 1 (Performance)
Jessica Tam – Music 2 and Extension
Music (Performance)
Catrin Wood – Music 2 and Extension
Music (Composition)
OnSTAGE
Nominated
Harriet O’Brien – My Time is Very
Expensive
Charlotte Pearson – Devoured
Pier Sakker – Woman of Steel
Ella Turner – Young Beauty
Lucie Vayriot – Extremities
Shape
Nominated
Katrina Cheng
Georgina Amy Conn
Charlotte Kindl
Suhana Salhotra
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Band Summaries 2020
BAND 6
Subject

BAND 5

BAND 4

# Students

% Abb

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

Ancient History

21

47.61

8.86

38.09

24.51

14.28

29.5

Biology

50

44

6.5

40

24.22

12

31.94

Business Studies

43

30.23

9.4

48.83

25.92

16.27

27.08

Chemistry

42

75

43.31

25

32.62

0

12.83

Chinese Continuers

4

100

40.44

0

38.76

0

13.48

Chinese in Context

4

75

55.47

25

33.57

0

10.21

Design and Technology

18

55.55

15.72

44.44

31.54

0

35.96

Drama

22

40.9

19.22

31.81

28.19

27.27

42.87

Earth and Environmental Science

13

38.46

6.47

30.76

23.14

15.38

31.64

Economics

33

33.33

13.45

48.48

38.04

15.15

26.08

English Advanced

131

45.8

14.2

46.56

49.18

7.63

31.35

English Standard

19

0

0.54

36.84

11.02

57.89

46.08

English EAL/D

2

0

3.36

100

22.74

0

31.1

French Continuers

11

54.54

30.52

45.45

33.05

0

21.75

Geography

39

56.41

12.51

28.2

29.32

12.82

29.07

German Continuers

6

0

25

83.33

39.62

16.66

21.69

Japanese Beginners

2

100

17.16

0

18.11

0

23.93

Latin Continuers

6

16.66

50

50

38.73

33.33

7.04

Mathematics Advanced

95

37.89

23.13

36.84

29.45

21.05

28.43

Mathematics Standard 2

41

24.39

5.35

41.46

19.36

21.95

25.63

Modern History

43

55.81

10.23

32.55

27.2

6.97

28.73

Music 1

4

100

21.86

0

42.59

0

26.28

Music 2

6

66.66

38.37

33.33

49.41

0

11.91

PDHPE

30

56.66

9.2

40

25.26

0

26.97

Physics

20

30

12.63

55

28

10

26.53

Software, Design and Development

6

33.33

12.89

50

24.87

16.66

27.97

Studies of Religion II

14

21.42

6.55

42.85

37.29

35.71

30.44

Visual Arts

43

65.11

16.91

34.88

48.11

0

25.09

BAND E4
Subject

BAND E3

Number of students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

English Extension 1

26

57.69

38.77

42.3

53.9

English Extension 2

8

37.5

25.86

50

56.59

French Extension

5

40

27.06

60

54.13

German Extension

2

0

52.72

100

47.27

History Extension

18

55.55

20.56

38.88

55.55

Latin Extension

3

100

86.53

0

13.46

Mathematics Extension 1

63

44.44

37.94

36.5

36.55

Mathematics Extension 2

30

33.33

36.35

63.33

47.65

Music Extension

4

100

68.5

0

28.75

Science Extension

8

0

6.9

100

66.94
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Competition results
Junior School
English
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND
ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) – ENGLISH
(Years 3-6)
• Medal winner – Cate Atkinson

• Gold award – Neave Bailey
• Silver award – Amy Huang, Primrose Russell,
Wenxin Wang, Zhujin Zhang
• Bronze award – Cate Atkinson, Kaitlyn
Blair, Ishaa Bose, Veronica Charteris, Sonali
Edirimanne, Abigail Ly, Imogen Robertson,
Neomi Verma
RED ROOM POETRY COMPETITION

• 92 Credit

Hana Lee’s Painting in the SKY, has been
selected by Deuce Design as part of a
proposal to incorporate poetry in a walkway
at Barangaroo.

• 35 Merit

SEVEN STEPS TO WRITING COMPETITION

• 17 High Distinction
• 60 Distinction

• 150 Participation
MANLY ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM PRIZE

• Abelia Chung – Winner of Category 2,
‘Mistaken Identity’ (dynamic dialogue)

Imogen Robertson – The Surface

• Savannah Tan – Highly Commended in the
'Beautiful Word Pictures and Poetry' category

Imogen’s poem was one of 20 selected for a
live, online poetry reading event as part of the
Portraits Project exhibition at the Manly Art
Gallery in September 2020.

WHITLAM INSTITUTE'S WHAT MATTERS?
COMPETITION

MINIMUS MYTHOLOGY COMPETITION
As part of their Latin program, students from
6G were invited to respond creatively to the
myth ‘Daedulus and Icarus’ and enter the
2020 Minimus Mythology Competition. This
competition is open to children all around
the world who study Latin with the Minimus
textbook by Barbara Bell.
Ava Martinez – 2nd prize in the Creative
Writing category
MOSMAN YOUTH AWARDS IN LITERATURE
• Cecilia He – Hope (shortlisted)
• Yolanda Zhan – Bushfires (shortlisted)
• Cate Atkinson – The Future of Earth
(shortlisted) Commended prize in the Junior
Prose Category
OZ KIDS IN PRINT
Emma Bao’s narrative, Diving Deep Down, was
selected for publication in Oz Kids in Print,
Issue 2, 2020
QUEEN’S COMMONWEALTH ESSAY
COMPETITION
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition
is the world’s oldest international writing
competition for schools. The Junior School had
23 entrants from Years 3-6.
• Gold award finalists – Hailey Chan, Amber
Johnson, Audrey Li

What Matters? is an online writing competition
open to students in Years 5-12, as individuals or
via classroom work.
Shortlisted
• Amber Johnson – Happiness Matters
• Amber Li – Knowledge Matters
• Charlotte Parasyn – Making your Bed Matters
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As all of Year 6 entered, they won a prize – a
Zoom session with author Tamsin Janu.
WRITE4FUN POETRY AND SHORT STORY
COMPETITION
Annabel Woo – Excellence award

Mathematics
International Competitions and Assessments
for Schools (ICAS) – Mathematics
(Years 2-6)
• Medal winner – Saskia McDonald
• 13 High Distinction
• 69 Distinction
• 132 Credit

REEF RADICALS COMPETITION
For Years 1-8, students present their biggest
idea, action or solution for the Great Barrier
Reef in a 90 second video.
Finalist Hannah Yap won a virtual reef dive for
her whole class.

Debating
SDN DEBATING
The Junior School SDN Primary A debating
team won the Grand Final against Saint
Ignatius' College, Riverview.
Primary A Team: Veronica Charteris, Amber
Li, Chengsong Liang, Ava Martinez, Charlotte
Parasyn, Emily Wu, Zhujin Zhang

• 41 Merit
• 141 Participation
MANSW INVESTIGATING WITH
MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
Saskia McDonald – 1st place for The Purrfect
Paw!, Year 3, Individual Category
During AOCL, Saskia began researching
whether cats had a dominant paw. She
completed the entire investigation at home and
found creative but systematic ways to collect
data on other people's cats. In Term 3, Saskia's
project won the individual Year 3 category
for the Mathematical Association of NSW:
Investigating with Mathematics competition.
Her project then went through to the National
Mathematics Talent Quest, which she also won.

SDN Debating

Science
International Competitions and Assessments
for Schools (ICAS) – Science
(Years 3-6)
• 10 High Distinction
• 43 Distinction
• 98 Credit
• 33 Merit
• 160 Participation
MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY JUNIOR SCIENCE
ACADEMY COMPETITION
Rebecca Hocker
Rebecca used a range of materials gathered
from around her house to create a Rube
Goldberg machine (an over-complicated
machine that does something simple). The
machine used fast moving air to push a ball
through tubes and down ramps to activate a
soap bottle pump. Rebecca was awarded a
voucher to attend a Junior Science Academy
holiday workshop.

Rebecca Hocker
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Senior School
Geography
AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION
The Australian Geography Competition is
a contest for Australian secondary school
students, assessing their geographical
knowledge and skills.
Sophie Lim – equal first

ICT
CSIRO BEBRAS AUSTRALIA COMPUTATIONAL
THINKING CHALLENGE
High distinction and Honour roll
Perfect score – Jacinta Mak
Jacinta has had her name published on the
CSIRO Honour Roll – one of only 20 in Australia
across Years 7 and 8 to achieve this level
of success.
• 3 High distinction
• 16 Distinction
• 26 Credit
• 44 Merit

NSW STATE BAND SOLO CHAMPIONSHIPS
(ONLINE)
• Amy Fox, Year 11 (Trumpet) – Hansen Trophy
winner
• Emily Wan, Year 7 (Oboe) – U15 Double Reed
winner
• Elinor Trevelyan-Jones, Year 10 (French Horn)
– U19 French Horn winner
STRIKE A CHORD NATIONAL CHAMBER
MUSIC COMPETITION
• An initiative of Musica Viva for secondary
school students to experience the
excitement and camaraderie of performing
chamber music.
• Isabella Sun (the violinist and leader of her
piano quartet) – grand finalist

NCSS CHALLENGE (YEARS 7 AND 8)
Learning to code using Python through
problem solving.
Beginners
• 7 Perfect score
• 6 High distinction
• 6 Distinction
Intermediate
• 2 High distinction

Music
AMEB MUSIC
The following girls were awarded their
Certificate of Music (CMusA), Associate
of Music (AMusA) or Licentiate of Music
(LMusA) degrees.
• Alyssa Sor (Year 8): CMusA on the violin
• Emily Sor (Year 8): CMusA on the violin
• Anica Wong (Year 8): LMusA on violin
• Isabella Sun (Year 8): LMusA with distinction
on violin

Mathematics
AUSTRALASIAN PROBLEM-SOLVING
MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIAD (YEARS 7 AND 8)

• Meredith Wang (Year 9): AMusA on the violin

Five competitions throughout the year to
develop problem-solving skills.

• Rachel Ee (Year 10): AAMusA on piano

First in class

• Annabella Chen (Year 11): LMusA on the viola

Gemma Boden, Charlotte Cao, Ava Hui, Grace Li,
Sara Shah, Emily Sor, Sophia Wang, Rebecca Yao

• Annabelle Lo (Year 11): AMusA on piano
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Top achievers
Catherine Ahn, Alexandra Balog, Megan
Chinniah, Annelise Draper, Phoebe Fu, Frida
Guo, Anoushka Gupta, Victoria Li, Laeticia
Lin, Zoe London, Vianna Soh, Alyssa Sor, Kate
Stephenson, Shiori Tenso, Natasha Ton, Anica
Wong, Erica Wong, Danielle Wu, Sylvia Zhang,
Olivia Zhou

Public speaking and debating
PLAIN ENGLISH SPEAKING AWARD

Writing
NAN MANEFIELD YOUNG WRITER’S AWARD
All award recipients receive a certificate and
an invitation to an online Writing Masterclass
with award winning author Will Kostakis. The
Stanton Library published an eBook of the
stories and poems of the Winners, Highly
Commended and Commended young writers.
Elaine Li – 13 years Highly Commended (2nd place)
WRITE A BOOK IN A DAY

Olivia Harlamb – NSW winner
Satara Uthayakumaran – Finalist
LEGACY PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
(LATE 2019)
Megan Wang – National finalist

Science
JUNIOR SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
• 1 High distinction
• 13 Distinction
• 23 Credit
SENIOR BIOLOGY OLYMPIAD
• 3 High distinction
• 3 Distinction
• 4 Credit
SENIOR CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD
• 1 High distinction
• 6 Distinction
• 8 Credit
SENIOR EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
• 5 High distinction
• 4 Distinction
• 4 Credit

Write a Book in a Day is a competition for
students in Years 5 to 12 and adult writing
groups. Teams of up to 10 write, illustrate and
publish a book in 12 hours.
The Year 10 team, Book Busters 4.0 won Best
Book and Best Illustrations in NSW, winning
both of these categories in the national division
of the upper school competition or their book,
Legend of the Mage.
The Year 9 team (Fords and Ferraris) won
Best Illustrations in NSW in the middle school
division for their book, Glitch.
Book Busters 4.0
Jasmine Burton, Ashley Chan, Rachel Ee,
Caroline Gu, Gwyneth Leung, Arwyn Stone, Zara
Vellani, Jessica Wu

SENIOR PHYSICS OLYMPIAD

Fords and Ferraris

• 6 High distinction

Rianna Chen, Raina Han, Vera He, Jennifer
Hong, Ying Jiang, Liah Liao, Candy Sun, Lynn
Xu, Amanda Zhang

• 8 Distinction
• 12 Credit

Visual arts
NORTHERN BEACHES ART PRIZE
Meera Nirmalendran – Winner, Youth category
The 20 winning artworks were made into
printed postcards and are available for
purchase from Manly Art Gallery and Museum.

Northern Beaches Art Prize

Sport
Junior School

RIDERS FOR LIFE
The Personal Development, Health and Physical
Education (PDHPE) curriculum aims to develop students’
ability to participate in a range physical activities with
confidence and competence, while also providing
opportunities to enhance and develop resilience
and connectedness.
Each year, all Year 2 girls participate in the differentiated
Rideability Bike Education program, which focuses on
developing skills and confidence in the realm of bike
riding. For many of our girls, this is a chance to hone their
skills while also having the opportunity to grow and show
greater independence as they learn to ride unassisted.
The girls take absolute delight in this program, enjoying
the freedom to ride bikes both during PE lessons and also
during their lunch breaks.
While the skills required to ride a bike are the major
focal point, the program also has a significant impact
on developing our girls’ perseverance, resilience and
cooperative skills. Throughout lessons, the girls are
encouraged to share space, communicate and work
together to ensure safe participation and enjoyment for
all. Additionally, as they share spaces, the girls develop
resilience as they bounce back after a traffic jam or fall.
For students who are learning to ride unassisted for the
first time, they demonstrate perseverance, practising and
reinforcing skills so that they too can enjoy the thrill of
riding at lunchtime with their peers.

Saturday Sport participation numbers across the Junior
School have grown rapidly in recent years to a level where
more than 65% of our Primary cohort regularly participate
in the program, but the thrill, joy and sheer excitement
that the girls get from collaborating with their peers,
teachers and coaching staff out on the sporting field was
taken away from them on numerous occasions in 2020.
With the disappointing loss of most of our major sporting
carnivals throughout the year, we were able to run a
belated Cross Country Carnival event in Term 3. This
created much buzz and excitement as it was held on the
Junior School campus for the first time. The girls watched
the course GoPro flyover with excited cheers and delight
and were thrilled to be able to run through our carparks
as part of the course. This event assisted in raising fitness
levels post-COVID-19 lockdown.
Saturday Sport recommenced in Term 3 under strict
protocols and the girls set about enjoying the challenge
of interschool competition again. Before long, interschool
sport was again shut down. Left to our own devices, and
in collaboration with our neighbouring schools Pymble
Ladies’ College and Loreto Normanhurst, our girls did not
miss a single week of interschool AFL and touch football
sporting activity throughout the term.

The final skill the girls develop is empathy. While
celebrating their own achievements, the girls also revel
in the achievements of their peers, particularly those
who have learnt to ride independently for the first time.
The pride, enjoyment and independence that the girls
experience throughout this program is a true indicator of
a fun and engaging experiential learning experience.
ABBOTSLEIGH REPRESENTATIVE SWIMMING TEAM
2020 (COMPETED AT IPSHA)
Olive Allott, Emma Bao, Grace Black, Abigail Cho, Rachel
Choe, Allison Giang, Audrey Jackson, Jasmine Kamil,
Chanel Kang, Ria Kim, Abigail Li, Alyssa Low, Saskia
McDonald, Danielle Nayager, Summer Shao, Victoria
Sherlock, Leisel Tan, Isabella Wang, Amy Whitelaw
ABBOTSLEIGH REPRESENTATIVE DIVING TEAM 2020
(COMPETED AT IPSHA)
Carys Byrnes, Aurora Caie, Nicole Gabonian, Eve
Glendining, Ava Jamieson, Alisha Ly, Charlize Mackie,
Allie Marinovic, Mia Micallef, Georga Micallef, Charlotte
Parasyn, Emily Rundell, Victoria Sherlock, Jasmine Yap
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FENCING

• 1st Primary Years 4-6 Western Bend

Elaine Wu (Year 2)

• 1st Primary Years 4-6 Bounce Pony
• 2nd Primary Years 4-6 Rider
• 2nd Primary Years 4-6 Pairs
• 2nd Primary Years 4-6 Hunter
• 3rd Primary Years 4-6 Best Presented
Charlize was the Champion Years 4-6 Sporting Rider and
the overall Supreme Primary Champion Sporting Rider.
Chloe McCann (Year 4)
• 1st Intermediate Active Rider
• 1st Intermediate Hacking

Senior School
Let’s Celebrate: Our Stories, Our Spirit,
Our Strength

NSW U8 foil individual event – gold medal
NSW U10 foil individual event – gold medal

2020 has indeed been a different year for sport. With so
many cancellations and postponements, opportunities
for the girls certainly decreased over the past 12 months.
Term 1 began as usual – IGSSA swimming and diving
carnivals were run and won (Abbotsleigh came 3rd in both
events). Saturday sports were proving very successful…
and then COVID-19 happened. At the time when school
(and sport) went online, our badminton, softball and
tennis 1sts were all on top of their respective ladders!

NSW U10 foil team event – gold medal
NSW U12 foil individual event – silver medal
INTERSCHOOLS EQUESTRIAN CARNIVAL
Andi Mackie (Year 1)
• 1st Primary K-3 Best Presented
• 1st Primary K-3 Handler
• 4th Primary K-3 Rider
• 2nd Primary K-3 Active Rider
• 1st Primary K-3 Infants Hack
• 2nd Primary K-3 Pleasure
Alexa Garcia (Year 2)
• Reserve Primary Champion Active Rider
• 2nd Primary K-3 Best Presented
• 2nd Primary K-3 Handler
• 2nd Open Primary Rider
• 3rd Primary K-3 Pleasure Mount
• 2nd Primary Years 4-6 Pairs
Charlize Mackie (Year 3)
• Supreme Primary Champion Sporting
• Champion Years 4-6 Sporting
• 1st Primary Handler
• Supreme Primary Champion Sporting
• Champion Years 4-6 Sporting
• 1st Primary Handler
• 1st Open Primary Active Rider
• 1st Primary Years 4-6 Pleasure
• 1st Primary Years 4-6 Keyhole

But then, our sport staff learnt new skills – they worked
in the Junior School, with one-on-one supervision of
girls who were still at school. Some worked on library
stocktakes and most of them worked in the holiday
program in the April and July holidays. We also got
creative – AOCE began and our staff used our nonsporting skills like never before. We ran cooking classes,
dog sessions, cross country, sport aerobics and specific
sporting sessions, all online and all on Zoom.
The students were also up for the challenge, and they
continued their passions when they returned to school
late in Term 2. We started socially distanced fitness and
skills sessions and ran hockey, netball and rugby skills
with no equipment; it indeed taught us to be creative!
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Softball
Samantha Chew, Sara Chew
Swimming (competition cancelled)
Riley Allsop, Talia Allsop, Sophie Boden, Jemma
Chamberlain, Lara Chamberlain, Jasmin Foster, Angelina
Gong, Lindsey Kim, Alice Lee, Holly Nelson, Georgia
O’Connor, Annika Tonuri, Meredith Wang
IGSSA OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
Year 12 girls who have been selected four times in an
IGSSA representative team throughout their school years,
with the final year being Year 11/12
Athletics – Rosie Fordham, Pascale La Hei

Never in our life had we used so much hand sanitiser,
so many wipes and so much disinfectant! Wiping down
netball posts, score panels, cage handles, door handles,
stairway rails, hockey sticks, rugby balls, cones and other
equipment was never something we dreamt of back in
good old 2019!
Term 3 saw the commencement of ‘normal’ seasons again,
however with very limited trials. Unfortunately, the season
ceased four weeks later due to local COVID-19 cases and
new restrictions on sporting regions. Teams could only
be year- or stage-based, and the second half of term
brought forward a new look competition. Playing only
against three other schools in the local area meant some
very interesting looking score lines, as the divisions were
no longer graded. But the girls were just happy to be able
to play, and their resilience is something which should
be commended.
Term 4 saw touch football and water polo seasons
commence in new ‘north’ regions, with several Year 12
girls continuing to play throughout their HSC. The only
IGSSA representatives that played this year were our
two softballers, Samantha and Sara Chew; Lizzie Yanco
was selected in the U16 hockey team however the CIS
championships didn’t go ahead. On a positive note, we
must congratulate Rosie Fordham (12) for representing
Australia in the Winter Youth Olympics in Switzerland
in January!

Cross country – Rosie Fordham, Pascale La Hei
Swimming – Holly Nelson, Annika Tonuri
Touch football – Adelaide Sylvester
AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES
Awarded to any girl for outstanding achievement and
selection in an Australian team in any sport during 2020.
Cross Country Skiing - selected in and competed for
the Australian team at the 2020 Youth Winter Olympics
(Switzerland, January) – Rosie Fordham
Cross Country (running) – selected in the Australian
team to compete at the 2020 ISF World Schools Cross
Country Championships (Slovakia, April – cancelled
due to COVID) – Hannah Cerezo, Rosie Fordham,
Amelia Hansen, Annabel Hutcheson, Nicola Hogg,
Elyana Moonen
NSW ALL SCHOOLS REPRESENTATIVES
Girls who were selected to represent NSW and went on to
compete at SSA events
Athletics (December 2019)
Hannah Cerezo, Georgia Fichardt, Nicola Hogg
Interschools Equestrian Carnival
Eloise Clare (Year 9)

While we can celebrate all we did, several girls missed
out on their opportunities this year as so many events
and sports were cancelled: cross country, athletics,
gymnastics, equestrian, snow sports, football and
basketball. We look forward to 2021 where all girls
will hopefully be able to participate in their chosen
activities again.

• Supreme Secondary Champion

SENIOR SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

First placegetters at IGSSA carnivals

Eloise was the Champion Year 9 Rider, Champion
Years 7-9 Rider and Supreme Secondary Champion Rider
(for those not fluent in ‘equestrian’ – Eloise received the
event’s highest award; best rider at Arndell Interschools)

Swimming

Georgia was the Champion Years 10-12 Sporting Rider

IGSSA champions

17 yrs 50m freestyle, 17 yrs 50m butterfly Holly Nelson
IGSSA representatives
Girls who were chosen to represent IGSSA and went on to
compete at NSWCIS
Diving (competition cancelled)
Arienna Grebert, Harriet Kaan, Isabel Stammers
Hockey (competition cancelled)
U16 Lizzie Yanco

• Champion Years 7-9 Rider
• Champion Year 9 Rider
• C
 hampion Secondary Hunter Hack
Georgia Henley (Year 12)
• Champion Years 10-12 Sporting

73

Abbotsleigh team sports
Sport

Number of teams

Semi-finalists

Grand finalists

Premiers

AFL*

5

n/a

n/a

n/a

Badminton*

45

n/a

n/a

n/a

Basketball**

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Cricket

4

n/a

n/a

Team 1 (top of table at end of Term 4)

Football**

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Hockey***

13

n/a

n/a

n/a

Netball***

34

n/a

n/a

n/a

Rugby 7s

4

n/a

n/a

n/a

Softball*

14

n/a

n/a

n/a

Tennis*

32

n/a

n/a

n/a

Touch football

28

(14)

(9)

5 - Teams 8, 15, 25, 26, 27

Water polo

6

(2)

(1)

1 - Team 6

* Term 1 sports ceased mid-term due to COVID.
** Basketball and football seasons did not go ahead in 2020 due to the pandemic.
*** Hockey and netball seasons changed mid-term to local, non-graded, four-team competitions.
No ribbons were awarded.
Touch football and water polo were played in 'north regions' only – no finals, first past the post premierships
were awarded.

Senior school sport results
Overall results in major IGSSA carnivals and tournaments in 2020
IGSSA carnivals are contested by up to 27 schools

Sport

1st

Athletics*

n/a

Cross
country*

n/a

Diving

Pymble Ladies'
College

Gymnastics*

n/a

Swimming
Tildesley
Tennis **

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

St Catherine's

MLC

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Loreto
Normanhurst

Ravenswood

Meriden

St Catherine's

Roseville College

Pymble Ladies'
College

Kambala

*Athletics, cross country and gymnastics carnivals did not take place in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
**Tildesley - Abbotsleigh 11th (held in July with changed team)
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Staff achievements
Junior School
Cassandra Oates was awarded a Master of
Educational Leadership from the University of
New South Wales.
Susanna Matters was awarded a Professional
Certificate of Educational Neuroscience from
the University of Melbourne. Susanna was also
awarded the 2020 Macquarie University Rising
Star Alumni Award.
Georgia Scott was shortlisted for the Teachers’
Guild Award for Teachers in their Early Years
of Teaching.

Senior School
ENGLISH
After two and a half years as the Head of the
English Department, Ms Jane Meenahan has
decided to step down from this position and
continue teaching part time. We wish her the
very best and are thankful she is staying on to
share her many years of teaching wisdom!
Sarah Luke has decided to take up a position
at Meriden and we also wish her well, and we
welcome Mrs Margaret Rowe and Mr Brett
Kriedermann to our team.
MUSIC
Abbotsleigh’s Composer in Residence, Harry
Sdraulig, has had a successful year with external
awards, commissions and opportunities. He was
included in the Sydney Symphony Orchestra’s
multi-million dollar commissioning project, 50
Fanfares, and also received the 2020 Arcadia
Winds Composition Prize. Harry’s piccolo
concerto, Icarus, is a finalist in the Work of
the Year in the Large Ensemble category of the
2020 APRA AMCOS Art Music Awards, while he
also received an ABC Fresh Start Grant for his
upcoming string quartet commissioned by the
Goldner Quartet. Harry is also the current Fine
Music Stefan Kruger Scholar and the Layton
Emerging Composer Fellow with the Australia
Ensemble. Hat-trick, his composition for wind
trio, was premiered digitally by members of the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra in July and reached
a Facebook and Instagram audience of more than
30,000 viewers.
VISUAL ARTS
Viola Dominello was selected as a finalist in the
Paddington Art Prize, a finalist in Kangaroo Valley
Art Prize and took part in a group show at Stella
Downer Fine Art.

Lisa Jones had several remarkable opportunities
and successes this year. In February she
commenced a residency at the Onslow Storrier
Studio at La Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris.
Over the past few years she has been working in
collaboration with artist Julia Davis and together
they had work accepted into:
The Northern Beaches Art Prize 2020
The Paul Guest Prize at Bendigo Art Gallery
The 2020 National Works on Paper at
Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery
They have also been successful in a highly
competitive submission application process and
been awarded a solo exhibition at the Tin Sheds
Gallery – The University of Sydney School of
Architecture. Their exhibition Thresholds will be
part of the 2021 exhibition program.

Farewells
Fran Bilton was
part of the History
Department at
Abbotsleigh for more
than 39 years. Fran
is an exceptional
educator with a
high focus on the
individual needs of
her students. Those
girls lucky enough to be part of Fran’s class were
submerged in her passion for studying people,
societies and civilisations of the earliest human
communities. She will be remembered for her
genuine care, skill and loyalty to the students,
staff and School. She proved that it doesn’t take
a loud voice to accomplish tremendous things.
We congratulate Fran on her exceptional career
and wish her all the best in retirement.
Madeleine Compion
is congratulated on
her promotion to
Business Manager at
Mount St Benedict
College. Since
commencing in 2016,
Maddy proved to be
a highly professional
and exceptional
Director of Finance. She always had a positive
attitude and made staff feel welcome and
supported. Saying goodbye is never easy,
especially to someone who has been such a
valued team member. We wish her all the best.
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Bronwyn Foxall led the Library
Department for 17 years. An
expert in all things literary,
Bronwyn was a positive
leader who created a safe
and calming environment for
students of all ages to explore
the world through books. We
hope retirement brings her the
chance to do whatever it is that
she has always wanted to do, and send our best wishes.
Sarah Hamper is a well loved
and dedicated Mathematics
teacher who has been with
Abbotsleigh for the past 13
years. We congratulate her on
her recent promotion as Head
of Mathematics at Cheltenham
Girls High School. We know
she will tackle this new venture
with the same passion and
dedication she displayed as part of our Abbotsleigh
team. We are genuinely happy to see Sarah grow into
a leadership position, but she will be missed dearly by
students and staff.
Kerry Harding commenced in
2010 as a Senior School English
teacher. An outstanding and
caring teacher, who contributed
greatly to the spirit of the
school, she will be remembered
as one of the quiet achievers
who brought out the best in
her students. Kerry was a joy to
work with and we congratulate
her on her exceptional career. Best wishes for a happy
and healthy retirement.
Therese Hawes retired after
18 years at Abbotsleigh. We
thank her for the dedication and
care she has shown to all the
students and staff. Therese’s
classes always engaged girls in
their investigation of the forces
that have shaped the world. We
thank her for her enthusiasm
and wish her all the best.

Kimbali Harding led the Music
Department for four years.
She has been an inspirational
leader. Not only has she cared
and nurtured her students’
love of music, but she created
a team who are committed
to excellence. Kimbali is an
exceptional educator who has
continued to grow and develop
the students to a high standard. She will be missed by
her team and students. We hope she enjoys the new and
exciting adventures abroad.
Allysia Heness-Pugh spent 16
years at Abbotsleigh, starting
as Boarding Resident and
resigning as Deputy Head of
Boarding. Allysia’s career has
taken her down many different
paths and we are all thankful
that, for a time, that path was
here at Abbotsleigh. Staff, girls
and our boarding community
will miss her greatly. We congratulate her on her new
position as Head of Boarding at Ascham, we know she will
go on to do great things.
Brittany Holmes was with us
for the past seven years, firstly
as a Dance Tutor then as a
Sports Coordinator. Students
loved being part of her classes
and being a part of the amazing
dance performances. Brittany
is an absolute team player and
her team will miss her. We wish
Brittany all the best as she
heads overseas for further adventures.
Lynne Jardine retired from
her role as Accounts Payable
Officer after 21 years of loyal
service. Lynne’s expertise
ensured the smooth running
of finances over many years.
She will be remembered as a
personable, hardworking and
helpful team member. We wish
her every success in all her
future endeavours.
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Stephan Kooper gave 12
years of dedicated service
and inspired music making as
Head of Junior School Music.
A penchant for innovation and
exciting passions were evident
throughout Stephan’s time
at Abbotsleigh. The fact that
music is held in such high and
joyous regard by our girls is due
to his inspired leadership and passions, so generously
shared. We congratulate Stephan as he embarks on a new
musical experience at The King’s School.
Emily Liddell Liddell was
an enthusiastic member of
our middle leadership team
with a strong focus on the
pastoral care of all students.
Since starting in 2009 she
has worked tirelessly to
encourage and develop the
students’ abilities in Christian
Studies and Social Sciences.
During this time, she was an exceptional leader who was
warm, caring and a key driver in delivering educational
excellence at Abbotsleigh. We wish her well as she moves
to Dubai to teach at an international school.
Anne Pickering led the
Christian Studies department
for four years and is now
enjoying a new phase of her
career at Launceston Church
Grammar School. Anne
developed wonderful programs
and her relationships with
the girls were characterised
by great creativity and
compassion. She will be greatly missed by both girls
and staff and we hope she is enjoying this exciting new
chapter in her life.
Shauna Sweeney is moving on
as Assistant Head of English
and English teacher after
seven years with Abbotsleigh.
Shauna was a role model,
dedicated teacher and mentor.
She worked tirelessly to help
support and grow our students’
love of literature. She will be
remembered as a wonderful
and committed leader, with
so many brilliant and creative ideas. It’s clear that her
dedication to her students made a positive impact on
how they view the world. We hope the future brings her
wonderful things.

Julie Taylor commenced in
2008 as a Boarding Assistant,
before being engaged as a
Research Assistant to the
Director of Research and
settling in the PDHPE team.
She always took an active role
in the development and growth
of Abbotsleigh girls. Julie was a
true asset to the PDHPE team,
who will miss her greatly. She takes with her our best
wishes for future happiness and success.
Sarah Tucker commenced her
teaching in the Junior School
in 2012 as a young graduate
filled with a commitment
to see her girls achieve the
highest of standards and
determined to make learning
accessible, joyous and fun.
From sports coaching to editing
The Weaver, whatever Sarah
undertook was always done to an excellent standard. She
will be greatly missed. We wish her all the best for her
future adventures.
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