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2017: Working as a team in an
amazing year of change and continuity
2017 has been an amazing year and I would like to thank the whole
Abbotsleigh community for your warm welcome and for the wonderful
support you have given me throughout the year. Abbotsleigh is a rich
and complex learning community and it is a great privilege to have been
entrusted to lead the students of Abbotsleigh on their learning journey,
a journey that is lifelong and something to be treasured.
Since time immemorial, philosophers have pointed to the ‘truth’ that
the one constant in our world is ‘change’, and this is especially true of
our 21st Century world. It also has been true of Abbotsleigh in 2017
with a new Headmistress, Deputy Headmistress/Head of Senior School
and Chair of Council. Yet, within these changes, there is much continuity,
especially in the light of the unique culture of Abbotsleigh, which has
woven its rich tapestry of empowering young women since 1885.
Today, Abbotsleigh’s distinct culture is clearly seen in our girls’ love of,
and dedication to, learning and striving to achieve their personal best
both within and beyond the classroom. It is also seen through our girls’
willingness to embrace challenges, take risks and understand that
making mistakes is a good (although not always comfortable) learning
experience. Additionally, Abbotsleigh’s culture is evident in our whole
community’s commitment to service and making the world of today and
tomorrow a better place, and it is palpable in the vibrancy, enthusiasm
and the ‘can do’ attitude of our girls and staff which means that they
seem to be involved in absolutely everything.
I have been so inspired by our girls’ strength and courage and the
myriad activities in which they have been involved throughout the
year. It has been wonderful to see the way in which they embraced the
2016/17 Prefect theme of ‘Together We Are Better’ and the Service
Project: We Can - highlighting mental health issues and wellbeing.
Additionally, I have been delighted with the way in which our girls and
staff worked as a team on our School Values project. Managed by Mrs
Victoria Rennie and Ms Sally Ruston, the process was enthusiastically
undertaken by girls and staff and culminated in a school wide vote. I
also have been pleased to see the way in which every member of our
school has worked as a team throughout this year of change.
We certainly have many people to thank for all that they have done for
Abbotsleigh in 2017:
Firstly, I would like to thank Mr Paul Fontanot, Chair, Reverend Ian
Millican, retired Chair, and the whole Abbotsleigh Council for their
expertise, support, time, good governance and prayer. I would
especially like to acknowledge and thank Reverend Ian Millican,
Mr Euan Campbell, Mrs Sarah Hofman and Reverend Brian Heath
who have retired this year. These people have served Abbotsleigh
faithfully for many years and we are indebted to each of them for their
dedication and selfless service.
The Abbotsleigh Foundation, chaired by Mr Rob Adams, and its
associated committees, also deserve our gratitude. These groups
have worked hard throughout 2017 to continue to successfully provide
financial support for scholarships, including Indigenous Scholarships,
library and building programs. We are especially grateful to all our donors
for the generous contributions they have made towards each of the areas
listed above, as well as towards academic prizes for our girls.
We are equally grateful to our parents and grandparents. Through
the Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association, led by Ms Kathy Campbell, the
Abbotsleigh Parent Representatives led by Mrs Dee Phelps, and the
Abbotsleigh Boarder Parents’ Association led by Mrs Rachel Laurie,
our community is all the richer as a result of the many activities that
have been organised and the wonderful way in which parents and
grandparents help in many areas throughout the School. We are
particularly appreciative of fundraising activities, such as ‘Cinema
under the Stars’, that have helped finance great projects such as
the innovative Maker Education space and STEAM corridor in the
Junior School.
Our Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union under the leadership of Mrs Kim
Boniface, also has been very active and we are most appreciative
of its support, the Kathleen McCredie scholarship and for the way in

which our Old Girls encourage the
continuation of our fine Abbotsleigh
culture and traditions.
Finally, I would like to thank our
exceptional staff, led so well by our
Senior Leadership Team. I would
like to acknowledge especially, Mrs
Victoria Rennie, my Deputy and Head
of Senior School; Ms Sally Ruston,
Head of Junior School; Mrs Rochelle
Wiley, Head of Boarding and Mr John Doran, our Bursar.
I am, indeed, indebted to every member of our staff. Each and every
staff member is so dedicated to our girls, challenging them to be
courageous, to take risks and to soar higher and higher to reach
their personal best.
The achievements of our girls and staff can be seen clearly in our
girls’ HSC results and we congratulate warmly our classes of 2016
and 2017 whose achievements appear later in this report. This year,
our girls have truly shone, and it has been a privilege and a delight
to witness the way in which they have supported one another,
been involved in so many co-curricular activities, and taken the
challenges of the HSC in their stride.
Notwithstanding its importance, preparing our girls for the future
they face, is not only about the HSC. Our girls also need to be
prepared to face the one constant of this world – change. Indeed, as
Charles Darwin once stated:
“It is not the strongest or the most intelligent who will survive, but
those who can best manage change.”
To do this, our girls must be well educated, agile and flexible; they
need to think creatively and critically; to think ‘outside the box’, if
you will. They also need to relish the challenge of solving problems,
be able to manage change, and, to be resilient.
It is with this in mind, that the Abbotsleigh Council, together with
the staff, have not only refreshed our values, but they have also
developed our new Strategic Plan: Our School. Our Girls. Today and
Tomorrow.
As John Dewey once said: ‘if we teach today, the way we taught
yesterday, we rob our children of tomorrow’. Abbotsleigh never has,
and never will, rob our girls of tomorrow. Indeed, it is a feature of
Abbotsleigh, who has been empowering young women since 1885,
to provide our amazing girls with the opportunity to do more, so that
they have the ability to be more.
Abbotsleigh always has been, and will continue to be, an academic
school. It also always has been, and will continue to be, a school
that educates the whole girl, and it is a school that encourages each
girl to become a young woman of fine character.
Our new plan (our ‘roadmap’), and our refreshed values: ‘Integrity,
Respect, Courage, Compassion and Perseverance’ will help
guide our School to maintain the wonderful traditions and unique
characteristics that encapsulate Abbotsleigh, while at the same
time, help our girls and staff navigate the rapid changes that are
occurring in all fields, and especially in the field of education. As we
head towards our 140th birthday, we aim to maintain Abbotsleigh’s
position ‘at the cutting edge’ and to achieve our School’s purpose
‘to empower our amazing girls to do amazing things’ – both today
and tomorrow.
Our future is exciting indeed, and I am really looking forward to
working with you as we move towards fulfilling our dreams for our
Abbotsleigh girls towards 2025 and beyond.

Mrs Megan Krimmer
Headmistress

Celebrating staff
Celebrating the service of departing long
serving staff
Mr Raffaelle Guerrera, our Groundskeeper, retired
earlier in the year after 25 years of service. Mr
Guerrera was a colourful character on campus,
enjoying interacting with anyone who came his way and
taking a great deal of pride in the work he did. His joyful
whistle and hearty ‘hellos’ are missed by all.
Mrs Royna McNamara was farewelled in 2015 as our
Director of Music, but returned to Abbotsleigh in a part
time role as Head of Creative and Critical Thinking.
Royna is now once again taking on an exciting new
venture educating and creating beyond the classroom,
leading adult and professional learning tours overseas
for teachers and schools. We thank Royna for her
incredible 22 years of service to the School and wish
her every success with this endeavour.
Mrs Michelle Pall gave 21 years of dedicated and loyal
support throughout the School in her role as Junior
School Administrative Assistant. Michelle has taken a
position that harnesses her passion and expertise in
design and we wish her well in her new venture.
Mrs Susan Drury was a Senior School Teacher Librarian
for 17 years and announced her retirement at the end
of this year. Susan has been a dedicated teacher and
a highly valued and collegial staff member who has
made a significant contribution to learning and the
Senior School Library at Abbotsleigh. She will
be missed greatly by staff and students alike. We
wish Susan good health and happiness and we hope
that she enjoys the many joys and blessings that
retirement brings.
Mrs Jillian Anderson, Head of English, has given nearly
15 years of exceptional service to Abbotsleigh. Jillian
has been a superb teacher and Head of English and
her impressive depth of knowledge, academic rigour,
passion, leadership and collegiality will be missed
greatly. We thank Mrs Anderson for her dedication and
for her outstanding contribution to Abbotsleigh, and we
wish her well as she furthers her career in an exciting
new leadership direction.
Mrs Daniele Woloszuk is retiring after 15 years of
service at Abbotsleigh as a Science Teacher. Daniele
has been a fine member of the Science Department,
and has displayed a strong work ethic, provided
support to new members of the department and
consistently shared her resources and expertise.
Daniele showed the utmost of care for all students and
her contribution as House Parton of Prichard has been
supportive and appreciated. We thank Daniele for her
warmth and dedication and wish her all the best with
her many plans for retirement.
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Sister Lyn Horsfield forged many strong connections
across the School over her 12 years of dedicated
service. Her level of expertise, care and fine treatment
of the girls was of the highest order, and her warmth,
skill and compassion provided a great deal of comfort
to boarder and day girls and their families alike. Lyn will
be missed greatly and we wish her all the very best in
retirement.

Mrs Wilda Tung was a Science Lab Technician for 10 ½
years and retired earlier in the year to spend more time with
her family. Wilda was a highly valued member of the Science
staff with a patient and dedicated approach to her role. She
designed novel ways of demonstrating scientific principles
and was always willing to offer helpful suggestions. We
thank Wilda for her tireless work and wish her well in
retirement.
Mrs Louise Rassack left us mid-year as Director of
Human Resources to take on a new corporate role. We
wish Louise well and thank her for almost 10 years of
meticulous organisation and handling of staffing, recruiting,
professional development and the overall ongoing support
of our staff.
Mrs Heather McWhannell was our Transition to Year 2
Coordinator, and retired mid-year after seven exemplary
years of leading educators and engaging young minds
at Abbotsleigh. Mrs McWhannell has been a dedicated
educator for more than 40 years and we congratulate her
on her outstanding career, throughout which she has been
passionately committed to seeing young learners thrive. We
wish her all the very best in retirement.
Kathryn Fraser has only been with us for a relatively
short time, but has been a strong leader of the Science
Department and a committed educator. We wish her all the
best as she leaves to take on a new direction in the Gifted
and Talented field.
Vale Mr Rory O’Donoghue
It is with great sorrow that we acknowledge the sad passing
away of our highly talented guitar teacher and accompanist,
Mr Rory O’Donoghue. Rory was a well-renowned actor and
musician who was known especially for his role as Thin
Arthur in the ABC comedy series The Aunty Jack Show.
He was also famous for playing the guitar solo in Kevin
Johnson’s hit – Rock and Roll, I Gave You the Best Years of
my Life, and for partnering with Grahame Bond to compose
award winning music scores for film, theatre and television.
As a soloist, he composed and performed the highly
successful solo album This, That and the Other in 2012. For
the past 15 years, Rory used his creativity and versatility as
a musician to inspire
and mentor our girls
as an AbbSchool
Music Tutor. He knew
just how to arrange
a piece and mentor
young performers to
help them see how
brilliantly they could
shine, often igniting a
love of music that led
to tertiary study and
professional careers.
In later life, Rory
found an additional
personal passion in
competing in Ironman competitions with great success. In
2015, Rory was awarded a world ranking of 67 from 712 in
the ironman triathlon discipline in the 65 to 69 age group.

Outstanding staff achievements
Abbotsleigh’s highly professional staff are continually
updating their skills and many are engaged in formal
postgraduate research and study. It is with pleasure that I
share some recent achievements.
Ms Sally Ruston: Australian College of Educators Excellence
in Education Award
Miss Susanna Matters: Australian College of Educators
NSW Young Professionals Award
Mrs Ming Urwin: Premier’s 2017 Kingold Chinese Language
Teacher’s Scholarship. The award provides funds for
overseas travel to enable professional learning.
Mrs Margaret Jordan and Mr Peter Garside:
NGS Scholarships
Mrs Jordan will be focusing on student tracking, touring
schools which are utilising data to improve teaching,
learning and student welfare in a meaningful way.
Mr Garside is focusing on enhancing student engagement
in mathematics. The award will be used to further develop
his Systematic puzzle-based tool as a digital resource with a
view to distribution to schools across Australia.

Miss Viola Dominello (VA Teacher) exhibited in the
Mosman Gallery Bush to Bay group exhibition and
the GLOW group exhibition at the Grace Cossington
Smith Gallery.
Ms Suzanne Heymans (Art Assistant) was a finalist in
the Ravenswood Women’s Art Prize.
Mrs Brigiat Maltese (HOD VA Dept) was a finalist in
the NSW Parliament Painting Prize and was a NESA
Coordinator Senior Marker for HSC Visual Arts.

School Leadership
The members of the Senior Leadership Team are talented strategic
thinkers who provide vision and strong leadership in the many varied
areas of the School. This allows Abbotsleigh to provide superb
opportunities for our students both within and beyond the classroom.
The leadership team ensures that there are myriad quality programs,
extensive facilities, modern IT resources, community events for
parents and Old Girls, rich co-curricular programs, and highly
committed and supported staff members. I thank the members of
the leadership team for their dedication, wisdom and hard work.

Mrs Colleen Roche has been elected to the 2017/2018
Drama Australia Board in the role of Director of
International Liaisons.
Ms Sally Southan received the Junior School Gladly
Teach award for her passion, optimism and dedication to
creating a learning environment where girls thrive by being
challenged and where her colleagues are inspired by her
leadership and commitment to excellence in learning.
Mrs Elizabeth Russell received the Senior School Gladly
Teach award in recognition of her passion in teaching and
modelling the values of integrity, honesty and selflessness,
as well as her collegiality, empathy and loyalty to those
around her, both within and beyond the classroom.
Dr Irini Savvides and Mrs Michele Scott were both awarded
an Abbotsleigh Foundation Research Grant for 2018.
Mrs Jessica Carlisle and Ms Sarah Docker received
Proficient Teacher accreditation from NESA.
Mrs Barbara Beilharz, Ms Claire Butler, Mrs Julie Taylor
and Ms Martina Muehlenbernd were awarded Experienced
Teacher Accreditation through AISNSW.
The School is also supportive of further study as a means
of personal enrichment and enhancing our teaching.
Ms Philippa Janu is currently completing her PhD, having
been granted an APA scholarship by Sydney University.

Professional achievements by staff include:
Ms Lynne Verghese was chosen to participate and
contribute at the first International Consultation on Serving
Children and Young People with Disabilities hosted by the
International body of Scripture Union. Lynne contributed her
extensive experience and knowledge towards developing
national guidelines at the consultative event, which took
place in May at Le Rimilishof in Buhl, France.
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The Council of Abbotsleigh

Prefects 2016-2017

President

Prefect Executive

The Most Reverend Dr Glenn N Davies
BSc MDiv(Hons) ThM(Hons) DipA PhD DD
Archbishop of Sydney

Chair

Mr P Fontanot 		

Treasurer

Mr R Bowden 		

BCompt(Hons) CA GAICD

BBus CPA

Mrs S Baillie 		
BCom (Merit) CA CFA MAICD
Rev A Barraclough 		
BE BD DipMin MA
Ms M Bisley 		
BA LLB
BEc LLB(Hons)
Mrs J Cochrane 		
Dr E Cope 		
MB BS FRACGP FAICD
Dr C Janssen 		
MB BS MBA FAICD
Mr I Londish 		
BA LLB(Hons) GradDipAppCorGov GIA
			Cert MAICD AMIIA
BSc BE(Hons) ME MIEAust
Mr P Nicholson 		
BPE DipTeach MEd
Mr D Pontin 		
BPsych(Hons)
Mrs S Roberts 		
BEc LLB(Hons) MBA MAICD
Ms M Vanzella 		

Governance
Abbotsleigh is governed by a highly efficient Council that
meets monthly, overseeing many sub-committees that meet
regularly. Strategic planning for the School including finances,
building programs, risk management and policy formulation are
some of the critical activities of this highly experienced group.
It has been my great pleasure to work with such a superb
group of individuals who spend many hours in the service of
Abbotsleigh. I particularly take this opportunity to thank Mr Paul
Fontanot for his leadership of Council and for supporting me
personally in my role as Headmistress.
This year we farewelled Rev Ian Millican, Mr Euan Campbell,
Reverend Brian Heath and Mrs Sarah Hofman. Rev Millican
devoted 15 years’ service as a member of the Finance and
Administration Committee and from 2010, as Council Chair.
Mr Euan Campbell served for seven years as a member
of the Governance Risk and Compliance Committee. Rev
Heath gave six years’ service to Council as a member of the
Strategic Planning Committee, and Mrs Hofman served for
seven years as Council Treasurer and Chair of the Finance and
Administration Committee. I thank all departing members for
their selfless dedication and for contributing to the strategic
direction of Abbotsleigh through this service.
In October and November this year, we were joined
by Mrs Sonia Baillie, Rev Antony Barraclough and
Dr Christopher Janssen. Mrs Baillie contributes high level
financial and management skills, while in addition to ministry,
Rev Barraclough brings engineering and strategic planning
skills. Dr Janssen contributes both medical knowledge and a
wealth of corporate experience. It is a pleasure to welcome
new members to Council.
4
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Head Prefect Jocelyn Abbott
Head Boarder Prefect Bridget Goldsmith
Vice Head Prefect Duties Jessie Xiao
Vice Head Prefect Service Sarah Flint
Vice Head Prefect Houses Alexandra MacDonald

Portfolios

Vice Head Boarder Prefect Arielle Irving
Boarding Prefects Rebecca Ashcroft,
Charlotte Littlejohn, Elma Mammen, Jonica Rooke
Chapel Verity Campbell
Debating and Public Speaking
Madeleine Rogers
Drama Danielle Boniface
Environmental Sustainability Morgan Graham
Music Denise Cham
Sport Rose Murray
Student Representative Council
Sabreen Hussain

Year Prefects

Junior School Emily Booth, Elbertine Chai
Year 6/7 Mary-Louise Fleischner,
Harini Lakshminarayanan
Year 7/8 Annelise Harper, Molly Rennie
Year 8/9 Emma Kardell, Melanie Wong
Year 9/10 Nicola Harlamb, Anna Sutton
Year 10/11 Louise Campbell, Georgia Clark
Year 11/12 Annabelle Druce, Rebecca Latimer

House Leadership

Chisholm Captain Amy Nelson
Vice Captains Nichola Clift, Rachael McDonald
Franklin Captain Anna Chapman
Vice Captains Matilda Clifton, Saffron Sylveste
Gilmore Captain Sophia Nicita
Vice Captains Lauren Clark, Danielle Fagen
Melba Captain Eliza Hannah
Vice Captains Rachel Lau, Adele Laurie
Prichard Captain Katrina Smith
Vice Captains Samantha Lim, Alana Sargant
Richardson Captain Madeleine O’Meara
Vice Captains Alexandra Kemp, Hannah Lawton
Tennant Captain Garnet Ho
Vice Captains Adelaide Cloros, Amy Upton
Wright Captain Lucy Phelps
Vice Captains Jocelyn Cunningham, Miriam Keogh

Prefects 2017-2018
Prefect Executive

Head Prefect Annabel Brentnall
Head Boarder Prefect Olivia Taylor
Vice Head Prefect Duties Jacinta Lin
Vice Head Prefect Service
Nicola Humphries
Vice Head Prefect Houses
Abigail Coffey

Portfolios

Vice Head Boarder Prefect
Abella Judd
Boarding Kiara Davies,
Ashleigh Donoghue, Athena Kam,
Olivia Slack-Smith
Chapel Natasha Li
Debating and Public Speaking
Winnie Yuan
Drama Charlotte Raftesath
Environmental Sustainability
Amelia Martin

Music Josephine Brereton
Sport Claire Eaton
Student Representative Council
Celeste Zhong

Year Prefects

Junior School Katharine Laithwaite,
Isabella Anderssen
Year 6/7 Renee Crofts, Elizabeth Luu
Year 7/8 Natasha Ramsden,
Anneliese Buddee
Year 8/9 Olivia Robinson,
Eliza O’Connell
Year 9/10 Claudia Allworth,
Rebekah Underwood
Year 10/11 Scarlet Lindsay,
Vimbainashe Murambi
Year 11/12 Emma Downham,
Sophie French

House Leadership

Chisholm Captain Sarah McDermott
Vice Captains Keely Allsop,
Lauren Henderson

Franklin Captain Jaimey Yeats
Vice Captains Madeleine Vincent,
Alexandra Zubrickas
Gilmore Captain Alexandra Hofman
Vice Captains Natalie Freeman,
Sarah Reece
Melba Captain Alexandra Brice
Vice Captains Bailey Stephen,
Emily Wiggan
Prichard Captain Joanna Windybank
Vice Captains Grace Campbell,
Olivia Steer
Richardson Captain Emily Krust
Vice Captains Isabelle Ellerker,
Lauren Li
Tennant Captain Claudia Flanery
Vice Captains Katelyn Lamb,
Laura Petersen
Wright Captain Sophie Lloyd-Hurwitz
Vice Captains
Sasha Matthews Hornery, Anthea Tang

Junior School
School Captain Ashley Fung
School Vice Captain Ella Booker

Cross Country Captain Georgia McDonagh

Environment Captain Sophie Fox

Athletics Captain Genevieve Cook

Swimming Captain Trinity Teh

Library Captains Chloe McCormick, Audrey Longhurst

Crusader Leader Sophie Lim

Tempus Editor Evelyn Nguyen

Music Captain Emma Yap

Gymnastics Captain Catherine Bai

Tennis Captain Sophie Cheung

Skiing Captain Sophia Sugo

House

Captains

Vice Captains

Blaxland

Holly Rusterholz, Phoebe Luu

Anna Galthorpe, Sophie Pitman

Lawson

Josephine Lennox, Meredith Wang

Lucy Breden, Jasmin Foster

Macquarie

Emily Nathan, Eva Whymper-Williams

Isabel Stammers, Sophie McNamee

Sturt

Monique Batuwitage, Alexandra Gavagna

Catherine Gavagna, Amadea Luong

Wentworth

Chloe McDonell, Cameron Graham

Penelope Andrew, Eloise Clare
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Christian Purpose
We began our year by welcoming our new Headmistress
Mrs Megan Krimmer, new Deputy Headmistress Mrs
Victoria Rennie along with new staff, students and
families. The concept of welcome stands at the heart
of the Christian faith – God is a God who welcomes us
to himself through Jesus and calls us on us to share
this welcome with others. Encouraging young women
to grow in mind, body and spirit stands at the heart of
all we do. Our Christian Purpose is integral to this and
runs as a thread throughout the School. This purpose is
expressed as:
Engaging minds

Equipping hands

Inspiring hearts

For Christ

An Abbotsleigh education is one that is distinctively
Christian in its ethos and values and seeks to share this
with our students in such a way that all are welcomed and
embraced. This year a particular focus has been placed
on considering our values as a school. An anchor for us in

this was our School Lesson. Staff and students shared in
the task of engaging with this passage as a basis for our
thinking. We have sought together to reflect on:
‘whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.’
Philippians 4:8.
We do so knowing that Jesus Christ is God’s ultimate
expression of what is noble, right, pure lovely and
admirable and he expresses this in his life and sacrifice.
Our aim is to enable students and our community to be
welcomed and enriched through the Christian faith. This
year we have seen our ELC students gather to sing and
story that faith. The Abbotsleigh Christian Fellowship
has prayed that faith for our community. Students have
explored that faith in Junior School chapel with drama
and puppets. In Senior School chapel students have
led us in teaching that faith. In the public sphere, we
welcomed international speakers Amy Orr-Ewing the
Director of the Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics
and Alissa Wilkinson from The King’s College New York.
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Our aim is to enable students and our community to
be welcomed and enriched through the Christian faith.

Early Learning
This year the ELC has focused on wellbeing and
teaching by adding depth and richness to the enquiry
based curriculum. Upholding an image of Abbotsleigh’s
youngest children as capable contributors to society
is paramount. It is our aim to share the identity of
our children as active learners and researchers;
contributing alongside their peers within the greater
Abbotsleigh landscape.
Particular focus was given this year to the smooth
integration of specialist lessons. French classes were
shaped by the Reggio Emilia philosophy. This involved
starting lessons with a question to provoke thinking
before diving into the French language within the
context of artist Cezanne’s works. Harvard’s ‘See,
Think, Wonder’ protocol was adopted to take the
children’s learning to a deeper level. Through art,
the children were invited to document their thinking
using a range of media.
ELC educators were invited to share their work with
our wider early learning community as part of this
year’s Reggio Emilia Conference. Teachers have also
presented at Gowrie’s STEAM Conference and The
Infants and Toddlers Conference: Practice, Pedagogy &
Research conference.

Narragunnawali Group
Connecting our children with Australia’s first people has
always been a focus at the ELC. This year a group of
educators came together to form an ELC Narragunnawali
Group. Narragunnawali is a word from the language of
the Ngunnawal people, the traditional owners of the land
on which Reconciliation Australia’s Canberra office is
located. It means: alive, wellbeing, coming together
and peace.
The formation of this group created a structure, direction and a framework
for our work with the children around the planning and implementation of a
respectful and authentic Indigenous curriculum.
The overarching goal for the Narragunnawali Group is to enhance the
education of both the children and staff around Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island peoples, their history and their rich culture.
The group meets on a regular basis to collaborate and ensure that high
quality immersion in Aboriginal culture is evident in our daily operation here
at the ELC. During the year it has been our privilege to invite Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander guests to share their knowledge and stories. Through
these visits, the children have had the opportunity to learn language and
traditional dances and to explore Aboriginal art.
One of the initiatives of our Narragunnawali Group has been the formulation
of a weekly Yarning Circle for each of our classes. This has been invaluable
in ensuring that an Indigenous perspective is authentically embedded in our weekly curriculum.
8
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Worship Group
A group of our educators has come together to form
our Worship Group, with the aim of embedding
Abbotsleigh’s Christian faith into our daily life at
the ELC. A holistic framework recognising the
connectedness of mind, body and spirit inspired by
Christian values such as kindness, caring, empathy,
and humility guides our practice.
The Worship Group aims to strengthen the
children’s experiences in connecting meaningfully
with the Christian faith. The educators draw upon
connections to biblical stories and analogies as a
platform for teaching pro-social behaviours such
as empathy and compassion. Our worship time
supports the wellbeing of educators and children
as we stop to be still, to show gratitude and
hold space to honour and nurture our sense of
community at the ELC.

Froebel, Pestalozzi, Montessori and
Rudolph Steiner… all viewed the
young child as more than just a
growing body and mind. They saw
a spiritual dimension to human
development as well.
Ruth A. Wilson

Wellbeing
We recognise the importance that wellbeing has on
children’s development. The Early Years Learning Framework, which
mandates and underpins our practice, identifies holistic approaches
as a core principle of early childhood pedagogy:
‘When early childhood educators take a holistic approach
they pay attention to children’s physical, personal, social,
emotional and spiritual wellbeing as well as cognitive
aspects of learning’ (DEEWR, 2009, p. 14).
The ELC set out this year with a clear emphasis on achieving best
practice in this wellbeing domain. To that end, staffing rosters were
streamlined to ensure that the daily schedule provided children
with the greatest degree of continuity with their educators. When
children are provided with a safe and secure environment with
familiar educators, they can fully engage in the program. A strong
sense of wellbeing is fundamentally connected to the children’s
sense of belonging, being, and becoming.
We recognise that healthy eating habits begin in early life. A
diet of nutritious food provides the essential fuel for supporting
the growth and development of babies and children. The ELC’s

new chef has made it his mission to overhaul the menu with a
renewed commitment to providing the children with whole foods
and minimising the intake of processed foods that are consistently
high in fats, salt and sugar. The seasonal menu is published to
parents. The educators recognise that many of the children spend a
significant amount of time at the ELC and that we play an important
role in providing nutritious meals that reinforce the importance of
eating well as a significant measure of wellbeing. ‘Learning about
healthy lifestyles, including nutrition and physical fitness, is integral
to wellbeing and self-confidence’. (DEEWR, 2009a, p.30; ACECQA,
2011, p.63)
The ELC recognises the important role professional learning has
on the wellbeing of its educators. Our educators have all expanded
their teaching practice through weekly collaboration meetings,
attendance at state and national conferences and through monthly
staff meeting presentations. Our reputation has been enhanced
and learning consolidated as our educators have presented at
national conferences this year.
9

Junior School
Optimal learning that is engaging, rich and memorable is achieved when educators support children in linking new
experiences to prior understandings. Essential to this process is the realisation that explicit instruction to grow skills
and fundamental knowledge must be counterbalanced with deep and consuming experiential learning opportunities.
Only then do children see the relevance of new content and the interconnected nature of all learning.
Whilst our teachers and girls never shirk from the perfect practice needed to achieve mastery of skills, knowledge and
concepts, there is great satisfaction and joy in the application of these newfound abilities.
Although getting the right answer is important, just as imperative is the ability to persist through
multiple iterations of the learning process to enable refined thinking and an understanding that
first efforts are just that.
Successful outcomes and the excellence we so keenly seek are achieved when we welcome
ambiguity and build the resilience needed to try again and learn from the first mediocre or even
failed attempts.
The following excerpts and later description of our STEAM and Service Learning projects
demonstrate the multiplicity of ways in which we are helping the girls see that learning is
interdisciplinary, rigorous, ethically challenging and rich.

Valuing our natural environment as an educator in Transition
The value of first-hand experiences in developing meaningful, long
term connections has been well researched. To this end, Transition
girls have been fortunate to have many opportunities this year
to engage in very practical learning at the Abbotsleigh Centre for
Environmental Education through immersion experiences. Each
fortnight the girls take their learning outdoors. Their days at the
ACEE are full of purposeful play and exploration.
A recent enquiry emerged from such an activity when the girls
sought to determine how to categorise chickens. They questioned,
‘Are chickens birds?’ This then became a unit of enquiry full of
debate, research, clarification and discussion as well as first-hand
observation and note taking. Through the combination of careful
observation over extended periods of time, the girls tested theories
and made connections to existing knowledge. After thoughtful
deliberation they developed a checklist of the features of birds and
eventually concluded that yes, chickens are birds!
Similarly, the girls participated in an Indigenous yarning circle with
Dharug Elder, Chris Tobin. Chris shared his knowledge of the bush
and how many useful things can be found or made in nature. The
girls were fascinated as he finely ground sandstone with water
to make a white paint. The following day at the ACEE the girls
spent their morning searching for a perfect piece of sandstone
and experimented with different techniques to grind the stone.
They were delighted with the different colours they made from the
sandstone found.

Exploring the diversity of the living world in Kindergarten
Whilst the Kindergarten curriculum is based on children’s own experiences, we value the
opportunities for students to broaden their general knowledge and make connections
with new learning. The students’ studies of ‘Living Things’ took what the students knew
and opened their eyes to growth and development. They loved watching chicks hatch from
eggs and caring for them over a two-week period. This was carefully integrated by the
class teachers and Kindergarten Science Specialist, Dr Chris Preston. Carefully integrated
excursions furthered these connections. At Calmsley Hill City Farm, the girls experienced
a tractor ride, met a range of farm animals, watched a whip-cracking show and saw a
sheepdog rounding up a herd of sheep.
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At the Royal Botanic Garden, the students considered another classification of living things: plants. This involved
a walk around the gardens, a look at some historic and interesting sites as well as a Mathematics activity to help
save Alexander the duck. The Kindergarten experiences during the Indigenous Dharug Elder incursion and Field of
Mars excursion looked at living things from a different perspective: the human physical and spiritual connection
to the land. Whilst the Science unit began in Term 1, it was wonderful to witness the students making connections
between their current studies and those from the beginning of the year as the curriculum spiralled through these
familiar concepts.

The science and mathematics behind culinary
endeavour for Year 1
The smell of freshly cooked food filled the Infants wing throughout Term 2. The Year
1 cooking program provided much opportunity for integrated learning across the
curriculum. The students looked carefully at procedural writing; developing and
refining recipes to ensure the steps could be followed by others. Time was also
spent discussing how to make healthy food choices.
Mathematical concepts explored through hands-on tasks made for much richer
understanding. The girls measured using scales, cups and spoons. They explored
volume and capacity, learning the importance of standardised measuring tools.
They worked cooperatively, learning of the need to share food and jobs out
equitably. Additionally, the girls came to appreciate the benefit of preparing and
eating whole foods that are nutritious, healthy and delicious.

Time changes all in Year 2
The introduction of the new Australian Curriculum has provided the most wonderful
opportunity to reimagine what and how we teach. Year 2 educators and girls
took full advantage of this by exploring the natural links between History and
Mathematics as they investigated the impact of change over time.
The girls began by visiting the Senior School Archives and Chapel to learn more
about the history of Abbotsleigh and took delight in being transported into the
1800s at the Schoolhouse Museum. The importance of keeping records of the
past was explored through examination of primary sources. The students then
considered what they could leave as a memento for future generations that would
be memorable and insightful to our current context.
The experiential learning opportunities continued as we visited the Powerhouse
Museum to explore how technology has changed. The students were fascinated by
the ways in which communication has developed. From street directories to satellite
navigation on mobile devices and handwritten letters to text messages, the jump
has been quantum. This led the girls into their Mathematics investigation to design
a communication tool. This research, involving data collection, budgeting and model
creation culminated in a project that was awarded second place in the Mathematics
Association of NSW Competition.

Wondering about Wahroonga in Year 3
Curiosity and excitement were at an all-time high in Year 3 when a time capsule was discovered in the Junior School.
The girls enjoyed exploring old Abbotsleigh artefacts and learning about the history of their school, but their curiosity
was piqued when they discovered that the wider Wahroonga community didn’t always look the way it does today.
Old photos of Wahroonga shops were uncovered, which provoked two central questions: How has our community
changed? How has it stayed the same?
This unit of work was brought to life when Mrs Bonham (a former Abbotsleigh Junior School Teacher) came to speak
to Year 3 about her family connection to Wahroonga village, and Mr Cameron (father of Julia in 3O) spoke about his
relative, after whom Abbotsleigh’s Vindin House is named.

tour of The Rocks. Exploring Sydney Harbour aboard the
tall ship, Soren Larsen was an absolute highlight for all
students, staff and parent helpers. This inaugural excursion
exceeded all expectations. From investigating the cargo
hold to helping set the ship’s enormous sails, the Year 4
students experienced what life was like for people travelling
to Australia on the First Fleet. As a culminating activity, the
girls participated in Convict Day, held in the ACEE. The day’s
activities included making damper by the campfire, farming,
chain gang tasks, shelter construction and flag design.

Firing up learning in Year 5
How we are affected by and, in turn, change our
environment are deep, interdisciplinary questions that
the Year 5 girls have grappled with in very real and
immediately relevant ways. This was achieved by studying
the effect bushfires have on Australian people, places and
environment. The girls were also challenged with finding
ways of reducing the effects of bushfires in the future.

‘Guest speakers’ continued to appear when the teachers
dressed up as key historical figures from Wahroonga’s past,
sharing information about the history of their community.
They brought with them primary sources, such as old maps
and old copies of train timetables and train tickets. The
girls were quick to point out that these have been replaced
with apps and Opal cards today.
The unit of work ended with a walking tour of Wahroonga,
where the new was compared with the old. The girls came
to appreciate that their community is rich in history and
understood the importance of preserving stories from the
past. This was most evident when the girls independently
initiated the creation of their very own time capsule for
future generations to discover.

Discovering our roots in Year 4
When undertaking a study of ‘First Contacts’, Year 4
students participated in a wide range of experiential and
interdisciplinary learning experiences. This generated great
interest, excitement and engagement as they explored
issues related to Australia’s original inhabitants prior to
the British arrival and occupation of Australia. Through
small group and whole class activities, the students also
evaluated the consequences of British colonisation for
people and the environment.
An interdisciplinary approach to the planning and
teaching of this unit saw the Year 4 students meeting
NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) outcomes
in History, Geography, ICT, Reading, Writing and
Mathematics. This enabled them to develop a holistic
understanding and appreciation of significant historical
events and their relevance to today’s society.
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Through participation in various practical learning
activities, the students came to appreciate the beliefs,
values, knowledge, experiences and behaviour of
people from the past. Australian history was brought
to life when the students learnt about the people,
buildings and stories of early Sydney on a walking

Using our fantastic outdoor environment, the ACEE,
the girls saw firsthand the effect of back burning and
learnt about the adaptations of Australian native flora
from our Senior School Science Teacher and Head of
Environment Education, Susan Filan. The girls produced
botanical drawings; understanding that whilst they must
be scientifically accurate, they also have an artistic
component.
Literacy and research skills were used to produce a variety
of texts on extreme adaptations. Experimenting with apps
and programs allowed the girls to make decisions about
how best to share ideas.
Louise Keyter, our Junior School Art Teacher, spoke to the
girls about her experiences as a NSW Rural Fire Service
volunteer. The opportunity to ‘meet an expert’ promoted a
deeper understanding of the effect of bushfires in NSW.
The diversity of experiences and integration of key
learning areas allow deep learning to occur. Integrated
units of work that focus on concepts promote greater
levels of understanding, provide transferable learning and
encourage higher level thinking.

A diverse world: A taste of the new
Geography curriculum in Year 6
When embarking on implementing a new syllabus
document, we always endeavour to meet the outcomes
in ways that are both engaging and significant for the
girls. With the support of our Senior School Geography

colleagues, this was made possible with our new unit ‘A Diverse World’.
The girls started exploring the countries of the Asia region, commencing
with India. The economic, demographic and social characteristics
of this remarkable country were studied whilst also focusing on
the key Geography skills and tools of understanding maps, special
technologies, visual representations, graphs and statistics. We also
heard from a range of guest speakers, cooked some delicious samosas
and tried some Bollywood dancing. The girls then examined an Asian
country of their choosing and compared this with India.
Our unit concluded with a Celebration of Learning Day where we
dressed in Asian-inspired outfits, listened to guest speakers, shared in
Asian cuisine and took part in our very own kite festival, making kites
from a simple plastic bag. We capped off the day with some delicious
kulfi, a traditional Indian ice-cream, which most definitely gave the girls
a taste for the new Geography curriculum.

Christian Studies
At Abbotsleigh we seek to embody the words of Jesus, as recorded in
Matthew 22:37-39:
Jesus answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and the most
important commandment. The second most important commandment
is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself.’
Our weekly chapel times and Christian Studies lessons enable Junior
School students to interact with the biblical narrative and become
familiar with the message it presents. These times seek to engage
students’ minds and hearts, as we explore what it means to have faith
in God.

In chapel during Term 2, we unpacked the intriguing story of Joseph and saw that at every twist and turn God was with
him. Year 6 students helped to bring this story to life. During their Christian Studies lessons, Year 1 students explored
the different events of Joseph’s life as they created various outfits for him. As students modelled the clothes on a
wooden figure, they recounted the challenges Joseph faced. His story provides a wonderful example how every life
situation provides an opportunity for personal learning and growth in our understanding of God.
Compassion for the needs of others is encouraged at each year level through the weekly support of our World Vision
sponsor children and our ongoing link with The School of St Jude in Tanzania. Our annual ‘Coin Line Chapel’ raised
$1047.75 for Anglican Aid’s Waterworks project, which enables communities to access to clean drinking water.
Students also organised events to raise awareness and take action to support community projects. Of particular note
were the efforts of two Year 6 students, Chloe McDonell and Lucy Breden. Chloe promoted and managed the collection
of second-hand clothing donations for Anglicare’s Winter Appeal. Lucy arranged for Abbotsleigh to be part of the Heart
as Big as Yours art project that raised $4,375 for the Love your Sister campaign for cancer research. The resulting
artwork, comprising individual tiles with fingerprint hearts, is on permanent display in the Garvan Institute.
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Senior School
2017 has been a year of new beginnings, building
positive relationships and working together as a team.
We began our year gathering as a whole school to share
in the induction of Abbotsleigh’s 11th Headmistress Mrs
Megan Krimmer by The Archbishop of Sydney The Most
Reverend Dr Glenn Davies. This was a significant event
in the school’s history and a time for thanksgiving and
prayer which saw the return of Abbotsleigh’s past three
headmistresses, past members of staff and a number of
special guests who shared in this historic occasion.
The Prefect theme for 2017 ‘Together we are better’
captures the vision we have for our girls, a learning
community where every member feels connected and
cared for, where they can care for others and where they
feel motivated to pursue their interests and achieve
their personal best. In assemblies and chapels, we
encourage our girls to consider how they might care and
contribute to the community in positive and meaningful
ways. Belonging is vital to wellbeing. When people feel
they belong, they are much more likely to be engaged
and successful and for students, it is one of the most
important factors in determining academic success.
Education is not, of course, just the NESA curriculum;
it embraces so much more. Of course, we want our
girls to have the best academic education possible,
but we also want them to enjoy school, respect and
serve each other and feel confident, and we know that
positive and productive relationships are the key to all
this. Our curriculum leaders and their teams continued
to be committed to designing vibrant and innovative
learning programs for our girls with many departments
working hard on the new syllabus documents. Alongside
this, the Senior School campus is busy all year round
with activities that give our girls a broad and diverse
education with opportunities that foster relationships.
The music program continues to grow and flourish, with

a number of girls travelling to Europe showcasing their
outstanding talents. In sport, our girls continue to excel,
placing exceptionally well in all IGSSA carnivals and a
large number of girls continuing to participate weekly in a
variety of sports.
And again this year Abbotsleigh girls did so much to help
and serve others. The Prefect Service Project ‘We CAN’
saw a number of initiatives designed to have the girls
raise awareness of the issues around mental health and
having girls connect, be active and take notice. Central
to the girls’ work was the service event, which saw the
Senior School staff and girls participate in a joint Zumba
class. This fun event certainly brought us closer together
while delivering a clear message of the importance of
understanding mental health. Our Sony Foundation
Children’s Holiday Camp, ABBOX of FUN, celebrated 10
years this year and our Year 10 ALE programs continued
to grow and change, ensuring that the experiences
remain relevant to our girls.
This year we have grown as a community marked by
strong relationships, teamwork and persistence. ‘Let’s
be a team in 2017’ meant that we gained strength and
support from each other so that we made the most of
our talents, enjoyed the success of hard work and used it
strengthen and support each other.

Christian Studies
2017 is an exciting time to be alive. The innovations
in technology and the explosion of information at
your fingertips bring myriad stimulating choices and
endless opportunities to learn. The need for strong
foundations and continuity is vital in the midst of so much
change. Christian Studies plays a key role in achieving
Abbotsleigh’s Christian Purpose by engaging our girls in
deep thinking about life and faith in an ever-changing
world. The Christian Studies curriculum seeks to explore
the Bible and equip students with the skills they need to
understand and navigate the world in which we live. By
exploring the biblical worldview, students are enabled to
think rigorously about faith and their own response to the
claims of Jesus.
The curriculum in Christian Studies works at developing
skills in critical and creative thinking, applying current
educational practices. Some innovations this year include
the Pompeii-style graffiti wall outside the Christian
Studies room, where Year 7 students responded to the
question ‘Who is Jesus?’ Year 8 developed their visual
representation skills by creating a picture book for primary
age students on a biblical character who spent time in
Egypt, the superpower of the time. Year 9 researched a
Christian woman from the past and articulated how her
Christian faith informed her life and legacy. In Years 1012, students engaged with the big questions of life and
differing worldviews and perspectives. Tough questions,
world religions and the analysis of contemporary culture
are topics that encouraged students to think and reflect
deeply and critically.
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The Christian Studies program seeks to honour Jesus
as the one who shows us how to live in an ever-changing
world. It does so through a commitment to the Bible as
the inspired word of God and a focus on engaging with
life’s big questions and current moral issues.

English
The English Department this year has focused on the
new NESA syllabus that will begin for Year 11 students in
2018 and for Year 12 students in 2019. Most of the texts
we have taught previously are no longer options for these
courses, so we have been reading new material and
writing programs of study that will open the girls up to
the wonder of literature across the centuries and across
different cultures.
While reading new texts, discussing possible
combinations of texts and choosing the courses that
will optimise the girls’ learning, we continued to make
changes to how we teach Years 7-9. Our goal is to allow
the girls to master essential skills, with a wider view to
engaging with literature at a more sophisticated level.

Drama
Working collaboratively to not only communicate and
think critically in Drama, but also extend creativity in
every embodied challenge and theatrical moment is the
essence of successful theatre making and performance.
Our students develop strong skills in trust and confidence
in each other through collaborative group interaction.
This enhances their commitment and characterisations
on the stage and allows their engagement with the
audience to be open and positive as they discover new
styles and elements in performance.

During Year 8’s new film study of Brian Percival’s The
Book Thief, the girls were treated to a visit by Annie
Friedlander and Ari Lander from the Sydney Jewish
Museum. The girls heard from Annie, whose mother is a
Holocaust survivor from Auschwitz, and Ari, who explored
the limitations and features of WWII-based historical fiction.
Abbreviate, Abbotsleigh’s short film festival, open to all
students in the Senior School and run by Dr Keryn Carter,
ran again this year with a square as the signature item. At
the Abbreviate assembly in Term 4 the awards (Best Film,
Best Performance, Best Use of Signature Item, and the
People’s Choice Award) were announced.
The Weaver Club expanded this year with lots of new girls
joining, keen to enjoy the fortnightly kahoot-quiz and creative
writing activities under Ms Sarah Luke, club Patron. The
2017 Leadership Team worked hard to create a strong
sense of purpose and enthusiasm amongst the girls.
This year we welcomed our second scholarship student
from Sydney University, Mrs Samantha Bowers. We
enjoyed watching her expertise strengthen over the
course of the year and the girls responded well to her
structured and engaging lessons. Mrs Bowers supported
the debating teachers and students throughout the year
and was instrumental in their success.

History
A recent ACARA statement regarding the importance
of a History curriculum emphasised how the subject
helps students to appreciate how the world has changed
and to value what we have learnt and gained from
what happened in the past. The Abbotsleigh History
Department wholeheartedly subscribes to this view
and our construction of rich, vibrant and challenging
programs of study for all courses is testament to our
belief that History develops students’ ability to ask
relevant questions, critically analyse and interrogate
sources, respect and explain different perspectives and
communicate effectively.
In 2017, Year 7 students interacted with the Cleveland
Art Museum and their wonderful Ancient China collection.
Year 9 Elective students visited the Museum of Sydney
and the Police and Justice Museum in preparation for
their own Museum of Childhood assessment task. Year
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skills as well as their understanding of their chosen
culture. Nothing can replace immersion as a powerful
learning tool.
In the Language Perfect World Championships,
Abbotsleigh language students came 1st for the first time
in the G6 competition. Abbotsleigh came 9th in the world
out of 1,302 schools, 1st overall in NSW and 6th overall
in Australia. Jacinta Lin was 3rd in the world for Latin.
All students in Year 8 enjoyed Language Days where they
did cultural craft and took part in cultural activities like
German dancing, Chinese martial arts, French theatre or
a Latin museum visit. Of course, authentic international
food always plays a significant role and is always integral
to the success of the day.

Mathematics
The Mathematics Department at Abbotsleigh seeks
to create an environment where creativity, innovation,
critical thinking, problem solving, communication
and collaboration are part of the learning experience.
Students from Years 7 to 11 and more than 90% of the
Year 12 cohort study a Mathematics course (half of them
studying the higher levels of Mathematics).
In each of our classes our programs are designed for
a variety of learning experiences and differentiation.
This facilitates opportunities for curiosity and deeper
understanding. A wide variety of learning activities are
offered and students are encouraged to explore ideas
from many perspectives. Year 8 created an expedition to
Mars using Minecraft and Google Sketchup, while Years 7
and 8 were involved in collaborative STEAM projects.

10 Elective students participated in video conferences
with the Dallas Book Depository Museum and the New
York Holocaust Survivors Museum in order to extend their
understanding of two different strands of their course
of study. The Year 10 Mandatory students augmented
their study of the ‘Rights and Freedoms’ topic with an
engaging learning program at the National Museum in
Canberra, and the ‘Australia in the Vietnam War’ topic
with a poignant visit to the Australian War Memorial Post
1945 Conflicts gallery. Diversity in research options was
clearly exhibited in the wide ranging topics chosen by the
Extension History students for their individual essays.
From the challenges of reclaiming the voice of Helen of
Troy from the ancient record to the changing approaches
of feminist historians Gerda Lerner and Joan Wallach
Scott, it is very clear that Abbotsleigh History students
are embracing all the dimensions of the study of History
with great enthusiasm.

Languages
2017 has been a very successful year for the teachers
and students of languages at Abbotsleigh. A German Tour
and a Tour to New Caledonia as well as many exchanges
and hosting opportunities developed the girls’ language
16
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Members of the faculty are encouraged to attend
professional development courses to keep abreast of
current trends. Sharing of ideas in the faculty ensures
that the Mathematics Department has access to new and
innovative ways of educating young women. Conferences
attended included the Love Learning conference with
Dan Meyer, the Project Zero conference with Harvard
University and the Mathematics Association of NSW
(MANSW) annual conference.
Throughout the senior years of Mathematics education
at Abbotsleigh, the girls are exposed to more and more
approaches to solving problems cumulating in them
having the confidence and ability to take a complex
mathematical problem, analyse it, reflect upon it and
create a logical, reasoned response. Year 7 began with
the Inquisitive Minds incursion, and together with Year
8, took part in the Computational Thinking competition
and the Maths Olympiad. In Term 1, Years 7-10 took on
the Abbotsleigh Mathematics Challenge, then in Term 2
the UNSW three-hour Mathematics competition (joined
by Year 11) and finally in Term 3, Years 8 and 9 took part
in the Northern Suburbs Problem Solving Maths Day, and
Years 7-11 competed in the Australasian Mathematics
Competition. Year 8 rounded off the year in Term 4 with
a fun but instructive ‘Mathematics in Action’ excursion to
Luna Park.

Music
A key feature of developing strong creative and critical
thinking skills is the ability to make connections between
current and new learnings. The Music Department
in 2017 has been actively fostering opportunities
for girls to extend their learning world outside of the
immediate music classroom and syllabus content;
making connections between classroom, ensemble and
individual music studies, making connections between
students from different year groups and from different
schools, and connecting with local and international
professional musicians.
A number of long-term projects have come to fruition
in 2017 including Abbotsleigh’s first Composer in
Residence, Mr Harry Sdraulig. Mr Sdraulig continues
to build his reputation as one of Australia’s best and
brightest classical composers with ongoing commissions
and performances from Australia’s top ensembles and
organisation including Musica Viva Australia, Zelman

Symphony and Ensemble Three. Mr Sdraulig has been
working with all of the Music Elective classes to great
success with a number of Year 12 students taking
Composition as elective and extension options and
applying for composition courses at tertiary levels.
In 2017 the number of Composition elective students
has more than doubled. Having a professional composer
on staff has inspired and invited students to break away
from the traditional understanding of music studies being
only about performance and has unlocked a number
of possibilities for girls to explore career pathways in the
creative industries. All Year 12 students who have taken
composition electives are applying for tertiary courses
that involve composition or creative music technology.
Considering The Guardian’s recently published statistics
concerning female composers (15%) following the Women
in the Creative Arts conference, Canberra, in August 2017,
Abbotsleigh’s Composer in Residence program is proving
to be a front runner, despite it only being early days.

PDHPE
2017 has been a year where PDHPE and PASS students
at Abbotsleigh explored opportunities not previously
offered. Year 8 had the wonderful experience of attending
a two-day Surf Smart Program at Mona Vale beach run
by Sydney Northern Beaches Surf Lifesaving School.
Students learnt important information pertaining to rips
and currents and engaged in practical sessions of board
paddling, tube rescues, body surfing, crucial first aid and
trauma management in an aquatic setting.
Australian rules football is an emerging female sport and
PDHPE and PASS students participated in training, junior
coaching and umpiring sessions run by AFL NSW/ACT.
Students were also involved and represented Abbotsleigh
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in the inaugural Independent Girls AFL gala day held at
Macquarie University in two different modified formats
of the game. This was an excellent opportunity for our
students to pick up the complexities of the game and
work successfully as a team. There is a great deal of
excitement and buzz around female AFL and the
PDHPE Department is looking to integrate this sport
into future programming.

to ANSTO, the Australian Museum, the Royal Botanic
Garden, Long Reef rock platform, Rouse Hill Water
Recycling Plant and Kimbriki Resource Recovery Centre
and EcoGarden, while Preliminary Biology, Chemistry, EES
and Physics students extended their learning at Knox
Grammar School at a ‘Women in Physics’ lecture.

This year also saw the first involvement of PDHPE/PASS
with the annual GLOW festival. 9PASS students created
a ‘luminous games station’ for attendees to interact and
play competitive and non-competitive games including
handball, table tennis, ten-pin bowling and quoits.
Students used their event management skills learnt in
the PASS course to create a vivid and engaging games
opportunity for the Abbotsleigh community.

Students in Social Sciences are challenged to apply their
knowledge to contemporary issues and problems that
face the world, its communities and individuals. They
are encouraged to develop innovative solutions and
present them. Many of these are group based tasks.
Class tasks and assessments require students to employ
presentation techniques that actively engage the interest
of their peers or synthesise information for their display.

Science
2017 has seen the Science Department busily preparing for
the implementation of the new Stage 6 Science syllabi. This
has been an exciting opportunity to reinvigorate our senior
programs for future years.
The STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts
and Mathematics) program expanded this year to include
term projects in Years 7 and 8. The girls greatly enjoyed
the variety, group work and the integration between their
Mathematics, Science and Design and Technology classes.
We celebrated Science Week with an inspiring speech at
the science-themed assembly about ‘Women in science’
from Calida Tang (AOG 2014). The students were involved
in a number of activities throughout the week, such as a
scavenger hunt, a paper plane competition and Robotics
Club display. To tie in with the Future Earth theme, the
Environment Club took up coloured chalk and decorated
the paths and walkways around the Senior School
campus with facts highlighting sustainability – ‘science
on the sidewalk’. Finally, Years 7 and 8 were entertained
and informed by a science comedy show, Global Gamble.
Going beyond the classroom, Year 7 visited Taronga Zoo
to deepen their understanding of the classification of
animals and gather information for their Term 2 STEAM
project. There were also visits and video conferences
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Examples include;
■■ Filming a news stories with live crosses
■■ Digital as well as well as paper based posters
and cartoons
■■ Creating a new desert animal with appropriate
adaptations
■■ Creating relationship and mind map diagrams using
presentation software such as Coggle and Inspiration
■■ Collecting primary data using online survey software
■■ Year 11 Senior Geography project submitted totally online
■■ Year 10 Elective students helping to design and run
their excursion to the CBD
Critical thinking is also facilitated through drawing
connections between their research and current syllabi.
Students are also encouraged to question the authority
of material and verify sources of information including
their texts.
Social Sciences staff model good critical analysis
and explicitly teach students to write in a manner
that demonstrates evidence of their critical thinking.
Emphasising and building writing skills for class tasks
facilitates achievement in assessment.
Staff have also been working on refining questioning
techniques that require students to wrestle with
knowledge and encourage higher order thinking within

a risk free classroom environment. Students in turn
learn to add depth and detail to their answers and fully
explain their reasoning for an alternative course of
action that they propose.
Faculty professional learning has focused on building an
awareness of the Australian Curriculum in our subject
area and making connections to existing practice. Staff
have proactively planned for potential resources needs
and considered ways to address the general capabilities,
in particular, critical and creative thinking.

TAS
Every year we examine our courses looking for innovative
ways to foster learning through meaningful and fun
activities. Abbotsleigh is blessed with wonderful
learning environments in the TAS area that help promote
innovative enterprise. Our commitment to resourcing
facilities with up to date technology gives the students
exposure to real life experiences that not only reward the
girls with good results, but sets them on the path to being
valuable citizens.
Research is an essential component of any design
process and students from Years 7-12 actively undertake
research in all its forms to help them realise appropriate
design solutions.
Australia is acknowledged as the ‘clever country’ and
the TAS Department is in an ideal position to explore
past achievements and promote the idea of being
clever. Clever being resourceful, innovative, resilient
and determined; attributes we would like our girls to
exhibit when they go about solving life’s challenges. The
study of past design genres and movements that have
helped shape our world is an important aspect of the
course, particularly in Year 11 as students undertake a
specific design task that requires the adoption of a past
design style in the creation of a new product. We also
look at ethics and responsible design as it impacts on
the individual, society and the environment.

well as a continued development in the ever changing
digital space. Other equally important elements are the
connections made between students’ art making and
theoretical frameworks, which occur as a continuum
across Stages 4 through to 6.
The teaching and learning of artists and artworks informs
how and why students make art. Direct experience of
artworks enables students to make connections between
their own practice and those of other artists. It is for this
reason that the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery is an
important learning tool. The gallery is a venue to discuss
and exhibit work and has been central to developing
students’ awareness and understanding of the art world.
Our teaching staff are actively engaged within the art
world; as practitioners, through connections with other
Visual Arts educators and as participants in professional
development. This dynamic and current approach of staff
enables a clear focus on the development of art making
and art studying skills.
The sophistication of the HSC Body of Work Showcase
and the inaugural Years 5-8 Exhibition are testament
to the high outcomes achieved within the framework
developed by the Visual Arts Department. Our highly
intentional approach encouraged students to challenge
themselves and learn through making. It was also a
wonderful moment for our school community of parents,
teachers and students to come together and celebrate
learning, creating and achievement.

The TAS Department continues to support and facilitate
Abbotsleigh’s service initiatives by providing resources
and expertise, while our senior students actively look
for design opportunities that also lend themselves
to helping others. For example, one student recently
auctioned her Year 12 major project, a stunning dress,
at a charity event held by Ku-ring-gai Council, while
another student designed an information pack to help
senior students at risk of mental illness attributed to the
stress of examinations.

Visual Arts
The Visual Arts Department is informed by the firmly held
belief that Visual Arts offers enormous opportunities
and high levels of achievement for all students. Students
are encouraged to take risks, innovate and refine. This
year has seen a strengthening and refinement of more
established areas such as painting and drawing as
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Boarding
This year our Boarding Prefects launched a new initiative
focused on demonstrating ‘Habitual kindness’ and
celebrating differences among boarders. The intention
was to foster an ethos of kindness that is constant,
purposeful and which will become instinctive. Leaders
and staff promoted the qualities of being friendly,
generous and considerate through planned events
called ‘warm and fuzzies’, where boarders celebrated
and praised the qualities and virtues of their fellows,
whilst also being built up by their peers. This, combined
with in-house dinners to build relationships within the
houses, and communal events at weeknight dinners with
mixed year set seating, such as Throwback Thursdays,
has helped boarders relate to each other, build unity and
connectedness and appreciate their shared differences.
We started the new year by taking all the boarders
on a day out to Luna Park in Sydney. It was a great
introduction to boarding fun for the Year 7 boarders and
every year group enjoyed the hot summer day spent
by the harbour, riding the Ferris wheel, taking photos
in front of the Harbour Bridge, and experiencing the
delights of Luna Park.
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Continuing our celebration of connectedness and unity,
Abbotsleigh boarding implemented a new, recurring
‘Friday Night Unplugged’ event this year. Across several
Fridays each term, boarders were encouraged to put
aside their phones for a little while, relax and enjoy each
other’s company and bond across year groups. The
Abbotsleigh Boarder Council and Boarding Prefects led
many activities, including an exciting games night in the
Old Gym, a cup cake decorating competition and a movie
night in the Peter Duly Concert Hall.
On the third Saturday of each term, the Year 11 boarders
ran a cake stall for those attending weekend sports
at Abbotsleigh in order to raise money for the Royal
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS). The delicious items were
all made by the boarders, with each year group kindly
donating a little of their time and love to operate the stall
or to contribute cakes, slices and desserts to the stall.
The combined efforts of the boarders helped to raise a
more than $750 for the RFDS this year.

To honour our School’s Prefect theme for 2016/17, ‘Together
we are better’, more than 100 families came together at the
beginning of Term 3 to celebrate the unique and exciting
community that is Abbotsleigh boarding. Parents and
siblings, the Headmistress and other senior staff joined us
for an extraordinary gala night, with each boarding house
entertaining us with a fabulous, fun filled performance.
The boarders also raised money for the Royal Flying Doctor
Service through a paper aeroplane competition. It was
wonderful to see parents meeting other parents across year
groups, boarders bonding across year groups, and everybody
sharing in the talents of each of the boarding houses. It was
the first time Abbotsleigh boarding has held such an event;
one that united all the year groups and their families in a
celebration of connectedness and community. What a lot of
fun it was and what a great night for our boarders.

AbbSchool
AbbSchool is made up of two important areas within
the Abbotsleigh community: extended tuition and the
school holiday program. The purpose of AbbSchool is
to encourage participation, fun and friendship through
a range of exciting activities. Studies have shown that
involvement in extended tuition can promote a sense of
engagement with school, which in turn has a positive
influence on academic achievement, attendance and

aspiration to higher levels of education. Extended tuition
provides students with opportunities for leadership
and personal growth and teaches students the value
of teamwork, competition, cooperation and individual
and group responsibility. Students have found that
participation in these activities helps them to de-stress,
providing them with a break from the rigours of academia.

AbbSchool Dramatic Arts

Murambi won Best Group Devised Piece and Madalene
Seit won Best Actress at the Sharp Short Theatre grand
final performance at Parramatta Riverside Theatre in
June 2017.

Trinity Guildhall Examinations
Results for the 2016 Trinity Guildhall were mostly
distinctions. A wonderful achievement for all the girls.
Congratulations also to Nicola Harlamb, Isabelle Schroder,
and Madison Ayton for achieving their ATCL diploma.
2017 again saw outstanding Trinity Guildhall results.
Almost 300 students sat the exam with the majority of
students achieving distinctions. We congratulate Charlotte
Raftesaft, Eliza O’Connell, Abigail Coffey, Isabelle Ellerker,
Zara Paleologos, Annabel Brentnall, Jessica Laing who
were awarded their ATCL Trinity Guildhall Diploma.

Australian Schools Theatresports Challenge
Year 8 students Elizabeth Brown, Ava Lambie, team captain
Danielle Speirs, Ella Turner and Catrin Wood placed fifth
out of 40 schools across NSW in the Impro Australia
Theatresports grand final held in November 2016.

Sydney Eisteddfod
Elizabeth Brown and Adelaide Taylor were awarded a
highly commended in the 2017 Sydney Eisteddfod 18 and
under duologue performance with their piece by Anthony
Horowitz, Mind Games.

Fast & Fresh
Alyssa Davis, Ella Ryan, Ha-Yeon (Hayley) Armsworth, Kiara
Davies, Madalene Seit, Portia Donaldson and Vimbinashe
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Junior School’s Arabian Nights
Darcy-Lee Tindale produced and directed the 2017 Junior
School production, Arabian Nights in June over three
performances. She was assisted by AbbSchool drama
teacher Lara Rosenthal.

Junior and Senior Drama Recitals
Family and friends enjoyed the Drama Recitals in the
Junior and Senior Schools, viewing the drama pieces the
students had worked on throughout the year, culminating
in their Trinity Guildhall exam

Staff achievements
Drama Coordinator Darcy-Lee Tindale published
several plays in The School Magazine; her short stories
were published in Stringybark, Newcastle anthology,
Birdcatcher books and Storm Cloud USA; and her poems
in Bumples magazine.
Drama Teacher Jessica Fallico codirected Miss Saigon at
Parramatta Riverside Theatre.

Team for FINA Junior World Swimming Championships
in Indianapolis USA, August 2017

Best results 2017 Australian Open and Age
Nationals:

AbbSchool Dance
Representative team results (at time of print):
■■ Company A – Beauty Queens
Highly Commended at Extreme Dance Competition
Highly Commended at DanceSpec
■■ Combined Company A and B
Highly Commended at Extreme Dance Competition
■■ Crew
3rd at Extreme Dance Competition
2nd at DanceSpec
■■ Junior Company A – Aladdin
Highly Commended at Extreme Dance Competition
2nd at DanceSpec
■■ Junior Company B – Little Red Riding Hood
Highly Commended at DanceSpec
Other results, activities, initiatives:
■■ Inaugural year of Royal Academy of Dance (RAD)
examinations, with Abbotsleigh holding AEC 		
(Approved Examination Centre) status
■■ Grace Bolger, Year 10, completed the Australian
Dance Institute (ADi) Dance Teaching and 		
Management Certificate IV qualification through
Abbotsleigh
■■ 52 assessment entries for September 2017 ADV
jazz syllabus program
■■ 30 dancers completed VETAB accredited 		
Certificates I-III in Dance
■■ Volunteer dance assistants participated in weekly
‘Dance Project’ classes at St Lucy’s School
■■ Dance staff Professional Development day, including
Behavioural Management session with Rachel
Heidrich (Psychologist and BCBA, Bright Eyes Early
Intervention Clinic) and dance physiotherapy
safe dance workshop with Katie Godwin (Sports
Physiotherapist, Kinetica Physiotherapy)
■■ Sofie Batchelor NSW tutor for Australian Dance
Vision 2017 technical workshop and teacher
validation (Jazz)

■■ Natasha Ramsden
Finalist 50 m freestyle Open Nationals
2nd 16 years 50 m freestyle Age Nationals
■■ Holly Nelson
2nd 14 years 50 m freestyle Age Nationals
■■ Emily Ong
15 years 100 m backstroke Age Nationals
15 years 100 m butterfly Age Nationals
■■ Sophie de Salis
16 years 100 m breaststroke Age Nationals
Natasha Ramsden and Holly Nelson selected 2017
NSW swim team

Staff achievements
Head Coach Amanda Isaac is currently completing an
Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) Performance Coach
Program. Amanda was one of only 15 coaches across
Australia to be selected for this program.

Tennis
Abbotsleigh’s annual Father Daughter Tennis event was
held on Saturday 22 July after having been washed out
in Term 1. There was some fantastic tennis played with
29 pairs playing and as always it was played in great
spirit, with lots of laughs had by all. The eventual winners
for 2017 were the Bateup family who played some
outstanding tennis on the day. Once again the outfits were
very well done with the Goldsmith family winning the best
dressed award.

Tennis Australia Rankings
■■ Sasha Nelson (Year 9): 193
■■ Charlotte Littlejohn’s (Year 12): 237
■■ Noemie Ah Chong (Year 8): 372

Staff news
One of our casual coaching staff, Monique Adamszak won
her first career WTA doubles titles in Nottingham, England
in June 2017 and then went on to reach the second round
of the Wimbledon doubles event. We look forward to
Monique returning at some stage in between tournaments.

Aquatic Centre
■■ Abbotsleigh Swim Club – 4th 2016/2017 Swimming
NSW Club Point Score
■■ Year 11 student Natasha Ramsden and Head Swim
Coach Amanda Isaac selected on Australian 		
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Junior School sport
Exposure to high levels of participation in physical activity at the
Junior School level is vital in developing fundamental movement
skills and embedding a lifelong habit and enjoyment of sport
and exercise. At Abbotsleigh, emphasis is placed on developing
these movement skills from a young age in a fun and inclusive
environment. This approach lays the foundations for our girls to
master more complex skills and apply them in competitive sport
situations.

a wonderful example of an event that catered for all ability levels with
a great mix of fun, skill development and healthy competition.

The recognition of the importance of participation and skill
development was never more evident than at our restructured
Primary Athletics Carnival this year. With all girls participating in a
wide range of athletic activities throughout the day, our carnival was

With sedentary activities becoming easier and often more attractive
to children, this commitment to physical activity and fun in PE and
Saturday sport at the Junior School level increases our girls’ intrinsic
enjoyment of movement and fosters a lifelong love of sport.

Whilst our IPSHA Saturday sport numbers in Years 4-6 have seen a
steady increase this year, a rethinking of our Year 3 Saturday sport
program has led to impressive participation rates with excellent
outcomes achieved. This important stepping stone to IPSHA sport in
Year 4 has many social, emotional and developmental benefits for
our girls.

Annabelle Wang, Sarah Wang, Emma Yap,
Kiera Yerbury, Taya Yerbury, Millie Young
Represented at CIS
Chloe Chakrabarti, Angelina Cheung,
Sophie Cheung, Genevieve Cook,
Alexandra Gavagna, Cameron Graham,
Gillian Lawrence, Trinity Teh, Kiera Yerbury,
Taya Yerbury
Represented at PSSA
Kiera Yerbury

Basketball
Represented at CIS
Emily Nathan

Cross Country

Athletics

Represented at IPSHA
Grace Black, Sophia Bradford, Aurora
Caie, Chloe Chakrabarti, Angelina Cheung,
Sophie Cheung, Genevieve Cook, Alexandra
Cuthell, Genevieve Doran, Jasmin Foster,
Ashley Fung, Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine
Gavagna, Cameron Graham, Harriet Kaan,
Gillian Lawrence, Sarah Magnussen,
Bonnie McInerney, Charlotte Pullen,
Skye Pullen, Trinity Teh, Estella Tran,

Represented at IPSHA
Hannah Angus, Cate Atkinson, Elizabeth
Bailey, Monique Batuwitage, Grace Black,
Aurora Caie, Estella Cameron, Angelina
Cheung, Genevieve Cook, Alexandra Cuthell,
Ashley Fung, Alexandra Gavagna, Cameron
Graham, Julia Hooper-Mitchell, Penelope
Hu, Amber Johnson, Kayla Johnston, Harriet
Kaan, Olivia Klockmann, Josephine Lennox,
Gemma Leonardi, Scarlett Low, Mackenzie
Luu, Jacinta Mak, Georgia McDonagh,
Alexandra Moore, Chloe Pearce, Phoebe
Peng, Sophie Pitman, Charlotte Pullen,
Skye Pullen, Holly Rusterholz, Monique
Tran, Veronica Wade, Sarah Wang, Sophie
Watson, Madison Whiteing, Shalisa
Wijeyawardena, Kiera Yerbury, Millie Young

Represented at CIS
Elizabeth Bailey, Aurora Caie, Alexandra
Cuthell, Ashley Fung, Alexandra Gavagna,
Kayla Johnston, Mackenzie Luu, Jacinta
Mak, Skye Pullen, Holly Rusterholz, Sarah
Wang, Kiera Yerbury
Represented at PSSA
Kiera Yerbury

Diving
Represented at IPSHA
Penelope Andrew, Mietta Brookman,
Angelina Cheung, Alexandra Cuthell,
Emma Fontanot, Jasmin Foster, Charlotte
Horbach, Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan,
Bonnie McInerney, Alexandra Moore,
Isabel Stammers
Represented at CIS
Penelope Andrew, Mietta Brookman,
Angelina Cheung, Charlotte Horbach,
Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan,
Bonnie McInerney
Represented at PSSA
Penelope Andrew, Mietta Brookman,
Angelina Cheung, Charlotte Horbach,
Sophia Horbach
Represented at SSA
Sophia Horbach

Equestrian
Holly Balfour-Brown
Eloise Clare
Charlize Mackie
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Gymnastics
IPSHA Artistic Team
Melanie Allsop, Penelope Andrew,
Hannah Angus, Laura Bogdanovic,
Aurora Caie, Julia Cameron, Sophie
Choi, Alexandra Cuthell, Catherine
Gavagna, Elizabeth Goodsir-Cullen,
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach,
Harriet Kaan, Holly Klockmann,
Phoebe Lim, Alisha Ly, Georgia
McDonagh, Chloe McDonell,
Alexandra Moore, Antonia Morgan,
Charlotte Parasyn, Sarah Richardson,
Sara Shah, Isabel Stammers, Kiara
Van de Ree, Nichola Whitlocke-Jones,
Rachael Yoon
IPSHA Rhythmic Team
Catherine Bai, Monique Batuwitage,
Kaitlyn Blair, Ziyu (Vivian) Chi, Nicole
Gabonian, Leanne Huang, Tian Jiang,
Kristen Kam, Lauren Kam, Rachel
Kam, Rachel Kim, Olivia Klockmann,
Selene Lee, Sophie Lim, Sarah Wang,
Sophie Watson, Isabella Wong,
Corinne Zhou, Olina Zhou

Sophia Sugo, Anna Tan, Abbey Taylor,
Sophie Watson, Lynn Xu, Fiona Yan
Represented at State
Amanda Allsop, Melanie Allsop,
Sophie Cheung, Kiera Finnerty,
Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine
Gavagna, Eloise Gavagna, Charlize
Mackie Sophia Rayment, Sophia
Sugo, Abbey Taylor, Sophie Watson
Represented at Nationals
Amanda Allsop, Sophie Cheung,
Alexandra Gavagna, Eloise Gavagna,
Charlize Mackie, Sophia Rayment,
Sophia Sugo

Softball

Represented at PSSA
Anika Pincott, Elena Slonim

Swimming

Represented at IPSHA
Imogen Beletich, Grace Black,
Chloe Chakrabarti, Genevieve Doran,
Jasmin Foster, Qi (Angelina) Gong,
Cameron Graham, Charlotte Horbach,
Sophia Horbach, Jeremia Kim,
Athena Lam, Selene Lee, Laeticia Lin,
Skye Pullen, Jazarah Tambyrajah,
Trinity Teh, Veronica Wade,
Meredith Wang, Kiera Yerbury,
Taya Yerbury
Represented at CIS
Grace Black, Cameron Graham,
Sophia Horbach, Trinity Teh,
Meredith Wang
Represented at PSSA
Cameron Graham, Sophia Horbach,
Trinity Teh, Meredith Wang

Hockey

Represented at CIS
Sophie Bradshaw, Eloise Clare,
Sonia Walsh, Sophie Watson
Represented at PSSA
Eloise Clare

Snowsports

Represented at Regionals
Amanda Allsop, Melanie Allsop,
Jaylise Beale, Sophie Cheung,
Kiera Finnerty, Emma Fonanot,
Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine
Gavagna, Tian Jian, Ying Jiang,
Charlize Mackie, Sophie McNamee,
Charlotte Rayment, Sophia Rayment,
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Senior School sport
Participation in sport at Abbotsleigh continues to be a strength.
We cater for all levels of ability from competitive teams, beginners
and senior social teams. Employing coaches with representative
experience as players and coaches, ex-students who love returning to
give back to the programs they enjoyed and new coaches who bring
in a new approach means that we can cater for what our girls are
seeking when they sign up to sport at Abbotsleigh.

team in the country. Abbotsleigh also placed 1st and 3rd in the
Balmoral Burn.
Our 1st hockey team had a fantastic season making the SO1 semifinal. The Junior As also made the semi-finals and our 7As made the
grand final. Depth in hockey at Abbotsleigh is fast growing and the
future looks promising.

Our swimming and diving teams experienced their own camp this
year during Challenge Week as they prepared for the IGSSA carnival.
The squads and athletes bonded well and placed 1st and 3rd for
swimming and diving respectively.

We have seen improvement in basketball thanks to our coaches and
coordinator making good use of the three indoor courts in our Sports
Hall. Extra skill training for those looking to develop their skills and
communication between coaches of all age groups will help build our
program each year.

Cross country continues to impress with strong results at IGSSA, CIS,
state and national events. Our ISF World Schools team qualified to
represent Australia next year in Paris as the strongest girls’ schools

The Sport Department wishes to thank all Abbotsleigh students,
parents and coaches who support our programs and encourage our
girls to participate and enjoy their sport.

ABBOTSLEIGH SPORT TEAMS – Term 4 2016 to Term 3 2017
Sport

Number of teams

Semi-finalists

Grand finalists

Premiers

Badminton

39

27

16

1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 20, 32, 34, 39

Basketball

27

16

5

4, 10, 11

Cricket

2

1

1

Nil

Football

19

7

3

Nil

Hockey

15

10

5

5, 6, 15

Netball

28

13

6

12, 27

Softball

19

*

*

*

Tennis

33

*

*

*

Touch football

25

15

6

1, 9, 17, 18

Water polo

9

3

2

4, 5

** No finals – teams came in top two in a 'first past the post' season

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT RESULTS
Overall results in major IGSSA carnivals and tournaments in 2016		
IGSSA carnivals are contested by up to 27 schools
Sport

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Athletics

Pymble

Abbotsleigh

Roseville

St Catherine’s

Monte Sant’ Angelo

Cross Country

Pymble

Abbotsleigh

SCEGGS

Ascham

St Catherine’s

Diving

Pymble

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Ravenswood

MLC

Gymnastics

Pymble

Ravenswood

PLC Sydney

MLC

Abbotsleigh

Swimming

Abbotsleigh

PLC Sydney

Pymble

Ravenswood

Loreto Normanhurst

Tildesley Tennis

Meriden

St Catherine’s

Queenwood

Kambala

Frensham

*Abbotsleigh 10th place
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IGSSA champions

IGSSA representatives

First placegetters at IGSSA carnivals

Girls who were chosen to represent IGSSA and went on
to compete at NSWCIS
Athletics
Hannah Cerezo, Claire Eaton, Georgia
Fichardt, Rosie Fordham, Olivia Hogg,
Annabel Magnussen, Isabella Rudolph,
Adelaide Sylvester
Basketball
Open: Kristina Moore
Cross country
Annabelle Andrew, Hannah Cerezo,
Phoebe Chung, Nicole Creighton-Jones,
Claudia Flanery, Rosie Fordham,
Amelia Hansen, Pascale La Hei, Carly
Lomax, Annabel Magnussen, Sarah
McDermott, Anousheh Moonen,
Jessica Nagy, Emily Phelps, Samantha
Ramsden, Sarah Reece, Jemma Tran
Diving
17/19 yrs platform, Jocelyn Abbott

Athletics
16 yrs long jump Charlotte Banks; Junior 1500 m Hannah
Cerezo; senior discus and senior shot put Lauren Clark;
13 yrs long jump Georgia Fichardt; junior javelin Chloe
Leahy; 17 yrs 800 m Sarah McDermott; 18 yrs 800 m
Sarah Reece; intermediate 1500 m Abbey Rockliff; 15 yrs
high jump Isabella Rudolph
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Gymnastics
Merit team
Artistic: Annabel Duff, Mia Humphries
Rhythmic: Danielle Boniface, Juliet Boniface, Alexandra
Bull, Annelise Harper, Charlotte Wong
Hockey
Open: Grace Elgie, Natasha Li, Alice Madew

Cross country
15 yrs team Rosie Fordham, Carly Lomax, Jessica Nagy
17 yrs 4 km and 17 yrs team Sarah Reece; 17 yrs team
Sarah McDermott, Annabelle Andrew

Swimming
Talia Allsop, Sophie de Salis, Annabelle Druce, Lindsey
Kim, Amy Nelson, Holly Nelson, Emily Ong, Natasha
Ramsden, Samantha Ramsden, Imogen Short, Rebecca
St Vincent, Arizona Staley, Romilly Walker, Jacinta Walsh,
Jaimey Yeats.

Gymnastics
Level 10 open ball and ribbon Annelise Harper; Level 10
open clubs Charlotte Wong

Tennis
Open: Sasha Nelson

Swimming
Intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay, Intermediate 4 x
50 m medley relay Keely Allsop; senior 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Annabelle Andrew; senior 4 x 50 m freestyle relay
Emily Booth; intermediate 4 x 50 m medley relay, 16
yrs 50 m breaststroke Sophie de Salis; 18 yrs 50 m
backstroke, senior 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Annabelle
Druce; senior 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Amy Nelson; 14
yrs 50 m freestyle, junior 100 m freestyle, 14 yrs 50 m
butterfly Holly Nelson; intermediate 4 x 50 m medley
relay Georgia O’Connor; intermediate 100 m freestyle,
intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Emily Ong;
senior 100 m freestyle, 18 yrs 50 m butterfly Natasha
Ramsden; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Arizona
Staley; intermediate 4 x 50 m medley relay, 15 yrs 50 m
breaststroke, 15 yrs 50 m freestyle, 15 yrs 50 m butterfly
Rebecca St Vincent; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay
Romilly Walker; 17 yrs 50 m butterfly Jaimey Yeats

Touch football
Under 18: Emily Phelps, Olivia Steer
Under 16: Jessica Nagy
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Cross country
Individual
14 yrs 4 km Hannah Cerezo; 17 yrs 4 km
Sarah McDermott; 16 yrs 4 km Abbey Rockliff
Team
14 yrs Hannah Cerezo, Annabel Magnussen,
Samantha Ramsden, Jemma Tran
15 yrs Rosie Fordham, Pascale La Hei, Jessica Nagy,
Carly Lomax
17 yrs Sarah McDermott, Sarah Reece, Annabelle
Andrew, Nicole Creighton-Jones
Diving
17/19 yrs platform Jocelyn Abbott
Swimming
15-16 yrs 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Natasha Ramsden,
Emily Ong, Romilly Walker, Rebecca St Vincent; 15-16
yrs 4 x 50 m medley relay Natasha Ramsden, Emily
Ong, Arizona Staley, Sophie de Salis; 14 yrs 50 m
freestyle and butterfly, 12-14 yrs 200 m individual
medley Holly Nelson; 15 yrs 50 m freestyle and
butterfly Rebecca St Vincent; 16 yrs 50 m freestyle
and butterfly, 100 m freestyle Natasha Ramsden;
16 yrs 50 m backstroke Emily Ong; 16 yrs 50 m
breaststroke Sophie de Salis; 17 yrs 50 m butterfly
Jaimey Yeats

NSWCIS representatives
NSWCIS Champions
First place getters at NSWCIS carnival
Athletics
14 yrs 1500 m Hannah Cerezo; 15-16 yrs 3000 m
Rosie Fordham
Basketball
Open: Kristina Moore

Girls who were chosen to represent CIS and went on
to compete at NSW All Schools
Athletics
Merit team
Hannah Cerezo, Claire Eaton, Olivia Hogg, Georgia
Fichardt, Rosie Fordham, Annabel Magnussen,
Isabella Rudolph
Basketball
Kristina Moore
Cross country
Hannah Cerezo, Claudia Flanery, Rosie Fordham,
Olivia Hogg, Pascale La Hei, Annabel Magnussen,
Sarah McDermott, Jessica Nagy, Sarah Reece
Diving
Jocelyn Abbott, Arienna Grebert, Lorna Macfarlane
Swimming
Talia Allsop, Sophie de Salis, Annabelle Druce,
Lindsey Kim, Amy Nelson, Holly Nelson, Emily Ong,
Natasha Ramsden, Rebecca St Vincent, Arizona
Staley, Romilly Walker, Jacinta Walsh, Jaimey Yeats
Touch football
Open: Emily Phelps, Olivia Steer

NSW All Schools champions
First placegetters at NSW All Schools carnival
Athletics
16 yrs high jump Isabella Rudolph; 19 yrs hammer
Lauren Clark; 17 yrs 800 m and 1500 m Sarah
McDermott; 16 yrs 1500 m and 3000 m Abbey Rockliff

Cross country
17 yrs Sarah McDermott; 16 yrs Abbey Rockliff
Swimming
15-16 yrs 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Emily Ong,
Natasha Ramsden, Rebecca St Vincent, Romilly Walker;
15-16 yrs 4 x 50 m medley relay Arizona Staley, Sophie
de Salis, Natasha Ramsden, Emily Ong; 15 yrs 50 m
butterfly Rebecca St Vincent; 16 yrs 50 m butterfly,
50 m freestyle, 100 m freestyle Natasha Ramsden;
14 yrs 50 m and 100 m freestyle Holly Nelson

NSW All Schools representatives
Girls who were selected to represent NSW and went
on to compete at SSA events
Athletics (December 2016)
U18 shot put and discus Kristina Moore; U18 hammer
Lauren Clark; U18 1500 m Sarah McDermott

SSA champions

First placegetters at a School Sport Australia carnival
Athletics (December 2016)
U18 discus Kristina Moore
Cross country
U18 Abbey Rockliff

ISF World Schools team
State team – 1st place
Annabelle Andrew, Rosie Fordham, Annabel Magnussen,
Sarah McDermott, Samantha Ramsden, Sarah Reece
National team – 1st place
Hannah Cerezo, Rosie Fordham, Olivia Hogg,
Sarah McDermott, Abbey Rockliff, Sarah Reece
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Passion and play
Junior School production – Arabian Nights
This colourful play set under the stars delighted
audiences, who were taken on an adventure from the
sultan’s palace to the exotic bazaar, a desert camel trek,
onto a ship and across the ocean, culminating with a
flying carpet ride. The stories unfolded, revealing that not
all genies are good and not all stories end the way one
would expect. Full of colourful dancing girls, fishermen
and guards, quirky characters including snake
charmers, merchants, sword swallowers, a cranky king
and the master of storytelling, Scheherazade, the play
presented some of the ancient Arabian tales. With
the help of a little AV trickery, nearly 60 Junior School
students put together a show that thrilled and delighted
all ages.

original work embraced the detective mystery and the
magic of story in its writing and telling. The performances
by the students were strong and powerful. Both plays were
performed on the delightfully intimate stage of the Drama
Studio with contrasting effects of atmosphere and styles
for very appreciative audiences.
Mr Owens returned to the director’s chair to direct his first
Middle School play at Abbotsleigh, and what a bright and
entertaining romp Treasure Island became, for both the
audience and the 30 student pirates on the stage. With live
music, dancing, excellent characterisations and costumes,
the performers developed a strong and vibrant ensemble
engaging each audience in the drama and frivolity.

Music in the Junior School
Passion, purpose and play are the principle tenets of our
engaging and diverse music program in the Junior School.
We have delighted in the infectious enthusiasm
for music making demonstrated by the girls with more
than 80 choristers in our Years 5 and 6 non-auditioned
Everett Choir and more than 50 string players in our Year
K-2 string ensemble, Bambini Strings.

New heights were scaled as we took our music beyond
our school gate through ensemble performances at
local nursing homes, through collaboration with similarly
minded schools and with our Senior School students.
The pursuit of any passion demands time, and again this
year we gave time to such passion building as we held
our biennial music camp. The format was altered this
time, with the two days occurring in the Junior School
over a weekend. A good night’s sleep in one’s own bed,
the familiarity of being on home ground and the ability
to allocate additional resources to expanding small
ensemble instruction saw impressive growth in musical
ability. Such success is intrinsically motivating and sees
girls better prepared to persist with the challenge of
essential daily practice.
Senior School on stage
2017 opened wonderfully with the student-directed play,
The Pillowlady and the Playwright, in Term 1, co-directed
this year by Madison Ayton and our Drama Prefect,
Danielle Boniface. This adaptation of Martin McDonagh’s
30
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Other co-curricular events in Drama included the
annual Shakespeare Festival and the Year 7-9 AbbLib
Theatresports events, both attracting our Elizabethan
thespians and teams of improvisers in exciting scenarios
and original roles.
Finally, Term 4 saw the adaptation of Heather Raffo’s
9 Parts of Desire, performed by nine talented Year 11
students for the Senior School play and directed by Ms
Colleen Roche. This powerful play presented the life
experiences of nine Iraqi women in the decades between
the first and second gulf wars. Described by The New
Yorker as ‘an example of how art can remake the world’,
Raffo herself wrote, ‘I consider all the women in my play to
be dramatised characters in a poetic story.’
Music in the Senior School
The Abbotsleigh New Music Festival, October 2017,
was a highlight of Abbotsleigh’s forward thinking music
program. This festival is a new event that offered students
the opportunity to explore what it means to create and
perform new music. This included having original student
compositions workshopped by a professional string

quartet with Mr Sdraulig. The Year 9 elective class
was particularly excited about this opportunity, with
an unprecedented number and depth of works being
submitted for consideration. All Music Elective students,
symphony orchestral and school choir members learnt
and performed a world premiere of Dr Nicholas Vine’s
work The Essayist’s Prayer. The work is a satire based
on the fictional inner thoughts of a Year 12 student
preparing an English essay assessment. In true
postmodernist style, the humorous work is specifically
designed to show students that stimulus material can
come from everyday life and that classical music can still
only one in a program of rich and varied experiences
that all spoke to the idea of making music ‘ensemble’ or
‘together’.
Other memorable musical experiences from 2017
included short-term residencies from the Royal Australian
Navy Band and Yale University A Capella group Whim
N’Rhythm, master teacher workshops with alumnus Laura
MacDonald and Zoltan Szabo, concert performances from
Indie Rock Band Crystal Cities and Japanese/Australian
group TaikOz.

be highly relevant. The students learnt about the work
and derived their own techniques from workshopping
the piece with Dr Vines. They also learnt performing
skills under the baton of Mr Trevelyan-Jones, whose
professional career includes conducting/performing
with Exeter Cathedral Choir, Choir of Westminster Abbey
and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.
The annual Music Celebration Concert (June 2017) was
titled Passion and Play, and was an embodiment of the
school-wide theme of working as a team. The concert
showcased Abbotsleigh’s advanced ensembles and for
the first time presented an item combing JS, SS and
non-music teaching staff. It was a truly collaborative effort
that reminded the audience and performers that the word
‘ensemble’ means ‘together’. Passion is often discussed
in education strategies and philosophies. The individual
and collective passion that drives musicians to toil for
hours in individual technical practice, to share with an
audience their emotional connection to the music, to bring
joy, energy and endurance in creating a performance was
on display at this performance and was highly appreciated
by the overflowing audience. However, this event was

Passion for playing was also exemplified by the 48 girls
who embarked on the three week European Concert
Tour in June 2017. After working for more than nine
months to prepare a 90-minute concert program, the
students presented concerts in venues across Italy,
Slovenia, Croatia and Austria, concluding with the Summa
Cum Laude International Youth Festival in Vienna.
Extraordinarily, the group included some girls as young as
12 years old, as well as students in their final year. The
ensemble, consisting of Chamber Orchestra and Choir,
prepared an entirely Australian contemporary program,
which was technically challenging, but also designed to
push students’ conceptual understanding and experience
of music. The concerts showcased the students’ versatility
in performing sound worlds ranging from popular idioms
to contemporary interpretations of Baroque western art
music and even examples of modernist musical language.
All of this providing a rich and varied program that spoke
to the multi-layered and complex cultural identity of
Australia. Performance highlights included the beautiful
San Pietro di Castello in Venice and the standing ovations
of the enthusiastic audience at the Ultrapadrum Festival
in Recco, Italy. The student learning was profound as they
naturally reflected on the differences and similarities
between cultures and what role music plays in our society
and in the students’ individual lives.
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ARTEMIS
ARTEMIS had an exciting year competing in the Regional
FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) at Homebush in March
and Duel Down Under (DDU) at Macquarie University in the
Term 2 holidays. Teams came from Australia and Asia and
ARTEMIS made it to the finals. At these events, ARTEMIS
members had the privilege of networking with women in
STEAM careers in Google and other companies. Two former
members of the team volunteered at the DDU event,
testament to the service and teamwork values fostered by
the program.
The prestigious Gracious
Professionalism Award
was presented to ARTEMIS
in both competitions.
Nominations were from
competitors, making it
particularly meaningful.
This highly sought after
award recognises the team
exemplifying the values
promoted by FIRST around the world; being thoughtful,
kind, helpful, gracious and showing respect for others.
Following the Duel Down Under, many of the girls
volunteered at the FIRST LEGO League Asia Pacific
Invitational tournament (API) (6-9 July) and the FIRST
Tech Challenge Asia Pacific Invitational (14-16 July). The
latter tournament is a smaller tournament and ARTEMIS
members made up a significant proportion of the
volunteers. Erin Filan, the lead mentor, served as MC for
both API tournaments.
Build season through January and early February saw the
team documenting, planning, prototyping and building their
robot for the FRC. They then spent the time leading up to

DDU refining
their design.
During the offbuild season, in
second semester,
ARTEMIS worked
on various
projects. These
included the
design of training
modules for
new team members, reaching out to support new teams,
developing the skills of team members in coding, CAD, and
electronics as well as producing training videos for use by
teams around the world. The team has also been working
on an exciting service project: the production of an e-NABLE
hand, a 3D-printable assistive device.
There are between 25 and 30 girls who regularly attend
sessions after school every Wednesday and on Saturday
mornings. They assist with the FIRST LEGO Robotics team
which meets on a Monday afternoon as well as robotics
activities in the Junior School.
Being a member of ARTEMIS has enormous benefits
for all involved. The students develop essential
entrepreneurial skills, becoming confident presenters,
designers, collaborators and problem solvers. There is a
genuine sense of
joy in success and
learning from failure.
ARTEMIS thanks our
mentors who give
freely and generously
of their time and
expertise.

Service Learning
The ability to empathise, be compassionate and recognise
that the diversity of our world is that which makes
each of us invaluably unique can take some learning.
Consequently, we deliberately place our girls in situations
that require them to learn how to meaningfully contribute
in ways that are fruitful, respectful and inclusive. This
is the heart of Service Learning. It is not the act of
‘giving to the poor’, as this can suggest superiority and
condescension. Rather, it is learning how we can respond
effectively to the abilities, needs and experiences of
others and with humility and grace.

To whom much is given, much will be required. Luke 12:36
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The will to serve is strong throughout the entire
Abbotsleigh community; students, staff and parents are
involved in a variety of Service Learning activities. It is
wonderful to observe the modelling of service to others
and to each other.

We are fortunate to have a very strong connection with
St Lucy’s School. We work to raise our girls’ awareness
that gifts, talents and limitations are a reality for us all.
It is then our individual responsibility to respond and
accommodate inclusively.
The Week Without Words is a great fundraising program
initiated by St Lucy’s School. Our Transition to Year 6 girls
gave up the ability to speak during one recess as a means
of entering the world of a student without expressive and
receptive language skills.

Through the concept of ‘Journeys’, Year 6 was immersed
in the stories of refugees who have made another country
their home. The girls embarked on a project that aimed
to assist families in the Auburn Refugee House through
the work of the Salvation Army. Many of these families
had very little with which to commence their new lives in
Australia. To help make their start a little easier, the Year 6
girls held a cupcake stall and backpack drive to raise funds
and collect goods for these families in need. The girls also
gave of their time by making pillows that were included
in the backpacks. It is important for students and staff to
realise that service includes making connections with the
marginalised in our society and they have a great deal to
learn and give through relationship with others.
The Year 10 Applied Learning Experience program changes
year to year to ensure that the experiences remain relevant
and manageable. This year we said farewell to our long
standing connection with Anson Street school in Orange.
We are grateful for their hospitality and the amazing
experience they provided our students. We also farewelled
Lockhart River in Cape York after a two-year partnership.
We were humbled to be welcomed into the Lockhart
community, but the travel to such a remote destination
proved unsustainable. We still ventured to Cape York in
2017, but in partnership with an organisation called Red
Earth with a destination a few hours from Cairns.
This year our Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camp,
ABBOX of FUN, celebrated 10 years. In December we
welcomed 26 children with varied disabilities to Abbotsleigh
for a three-night residential camp. The camp requires the
dedicated assistance of 110 volunteers. Our volunteers are
made up of Year 11 students from Knox and Abbotsleigh,
supported by staff, nurses, physiotherapists and doctors.
The students attend training and complete a research task
as part of their preparation. Once on the camp they work
alongside staff and allied health professionals to provide
the best care and fun possible.

Year 3 worked alongside St Lucy’s students in Art
and Drama lessons. For some, working with children
with special needs was a new encounter. As the visits
continued and friendships formed, the girls came to
appreciate and embrace diversity as well as realise
the common interests that they shared with their new
friends. The students in Early Learning demonstrated that
you are never too young to develop a heart for service
by developing an amazing Service Learning program
focused on understanding cultural diversity. The program
grew from the students’ own enquiry of differences they
observed in a visiting staff member.

From Early Learning to Year 12, every student has had the
opportunity to develop empathy, courage and resilience
through service; discovering attributes in themselves and
developing a lifelong will to serve.

The Year 5 ‘Adopt a Grandparent’ is a long running, well
established program. In recent years the number of
visits per year has grown from two to four. This increase
in frequency has improved the quality of relationships
developed and the confidence and courage displayed in
our students. The visits are assisted by parents who help
escort the students and are great role models
in demonstrating interaction with the residents.
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STEAM
Following the success of our STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) programs in 2016,
this year saw a continued focus on projects that integrate
working scientifically, working technologically and working
mathematically. An integral component has been the
development of critical and creative thinking skills
and there has been a new emphasis on making and
experimentation.

On the Junior School campus, our Transition girls
considered 3D objects and their place in the creation of
buildings. In Kindergarten, the students responded to
the need for more dress up costumes by designing and
creating their own. Patterns were imagined and drawn,
and material cut, sewn and decorated. Their project soon
became part of an important event celebrating their first
100 days of formal learning.
Motivated by the picture book, On a Beam of Light, the
Year 1 classes began a unit of enquiry on sound and light.
The girls learnt about simple circuits and basic computer
coding concepts. In Year 2, the girls embarked upon an
integrated Geography and ICT unit exploring Australia’s
location within the world. The girls used Google Earth
to create a virtual tour, moving from the broad concept
of Australia to refined searches of Wahroonga and
Abbotsleigh. While comparing and contrasting capital
cities around the world, the girls built model cities from
cardboard.
The Year 6 AbbKart project, which had its inception in
2013, saw a new iteration. This year, the girls designed
and created a prototype of a billycart centred on the
theme of ‘speed’. They had a term to finalise the design,
with the prototype being made in the Senior School Maker
Education Space during Orientation Week in Term 4.
The Year 7 STEAM program from last year continued with
the girls engaged in a different STEAM challenge each
term. Beginning with coding, the girls then designed
and made a new and improved zoo enclosure. By Term
3, their challenge was to design the most economical
and efficient plan for providing relief to isolated areas
devastated by natural disasters. In Term 4, the girls
developed models of a water catcher to collect and store
water for a family of four in a given location.
This year, we extended our STEAM programs into Year
8 and in the first term, the girls were involved in an
engineering day where they built prototypes of a bionic
hand, a wind farm and floating houses. Guests from
engineering and aeronautical industries attended as
well as Old Girls undertaking Engineering degrees.
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In Term 2, the girls created their own macro lenses
using a basket of materials including a disposable
camera, a ruler, a screwdriver and some Blu Tac, plus
their phones or laptop. Armed with their self-made
macro lenses and a goal to take photographs of small
things, Year 8 headed out to explore the Senior School
campus. Their photographs were projected onto a wall
of the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery during GLOW.

the different requirements for building an appropriately
scaled habitat using Minecraft or Google SketchUp. In
Science, they discussed surviving on Mars, including
the efficiency of different fuel cells, the weather and
the availability of food and water. In Mathematics, they
considered the structural components of a Martian
habitat using various individual and composite solids,
whilst calculating the required volume and capacity.

During Semester 2, the girls entered a simulated world
where they were stranded on Mars, having to design
and build their own habitat in which to survive until
help arrived. In their STEAM classes, they learnt about

As we approach 2018, our aim is to continue to
develop our STEAM programs so that students have the
necessary knowledge and skills to contribute to society
and influence scientific developments.
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Global experiences
This year our girls again took their learning beyond the
classroom, participating in a number of international
experiences.
One of our Year 11 Chinese language students, Claire
Eaton, went on exchange to China over the 2016/17
school holidays as part of the reciprocal program with
our sister school Yu Cai Beijing. Her two host sisters
returned to Abbotsleigh in Term 3 and experienced life
as Abbotsleigh students. For the first time in 2017 we
hosted two Japanese students in Term 1.

Trinity School. Two Year 9 boarders took part in the
annual simultaneous boarder exchange to Moreton Hall
in Term 2 and four Year 8 girls took part in the annual
short-term exchange to Nowra Anglican College.
In the Term 1 school holidays, 15 students visited
Germany to try out their language skills. After three days
in Berlin, the group then travelled to Hamburg where they
were billeted with local families and attended school.
The students all enjoyed the challenging but satisfying
week with their German hosts. After travelling the length
of Germany by fast train, the girls enjoyed Salzburg and
attended the Sound of Music and the Salt Mines tours.
The trip finished with five days in Munich with bike rides,
traditional food, castle visits, a tour of Dachau, trying on
national costumes, an afternoon at the German movies
and a visit to one of the largest thermal baths in Europe.
The improvement in their German skills was significant as
well as improving their understanding of German culture,
while at the same time developing their skills of teamwork
and cooperation.
During the biennial trip to the Crossroads Foundation,
Hong Kong, in April this year 19 Senior School students
built their awareness of global issues and contributed
to a world in need. Our students also participated in
simulations aimed at developing their understanding
of the challenges faced by people living with blindness,
AIDS, poverty or those who are refugees. During the
following debrief sessions, the Crossroads staff led our
students in articulating their feelings, fostering empathy
for people in our world who permanently live in such
conditions. The students connected with staff members,
volunteers and other school groups at Crossroads, which
has resulted in ongoing conversations between the
participants in relation to global issues.

In 2017 we welcomed a number of Japanese schools
who gave their students a taste of the Australian school
system. The students had specific language lessons
each morning and then accompanied their Abbotsleigh
buddies to afternoon lessons. Included in these visits
was our sister school in Japan, Ohtani. This time they
were accompanied by their new Headmaster, Mr
Horikawa. This is part of their annual visit which also
includes time on a farm in Bathurst.
Students who have been learning French or German
since Year 7 and who are willing to continue with their
language studies in Year 11 can in Year 9 (for French
students) and Year 10 (for German students) apply
to go on reciprocal exchange to our sister schools in
Paris and Münster. This year we have had four French
students attending Abbotsleigh in Term 1 and two
German students attending Abbotsleigh in Term 3. Our
Abbotsleigh students went to France or Germany and
attended school there from mid-November 2017 to
mid-January 2018.
This year we offered a semester exchange to Ridley
College in Canada for four of our Year 10 day girls. They
then hosted the four Ridley girls in Term 1 of Year 11.
Another two Year 10 girls hosted girls from Miami in
Semester 1 and then spent Semester 2 attending Palmer
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Grace Cossington Smith Gallery
The gallery is a physical acknowledgement of the powerful place
the arts hold in stimulating teaching and learning. Teachers
imaginatively use the gallery exhibitions, enabling their classes to
make multiple connections between specific subject areas and the
artworks. Throughout 2017 the gallery prioritised links to curriculum
while consolidating its relationship with artists, galleries, our local
community and schools, and held the following exhibitions and
activities:

The three following exhibitions were selected from our Proposal for
Hire program in which artists or groups submitted proposals to hire
the exhibition space for a period of three weeks
Endless Answers, One Question (January/February) was an
exhibition of selected prints by 27 Open Bite artists celebrating
25 years of this collective. The works included the print media
techniques of etching, collagraph, woodblock, lithograph,
screenprint, linocut and monoprint. Opened by master printmaker
Bernhardine Mueller, this exhibition also included a workshop in dry
point etching by Karen Ball.
Another Perspective with Paper (July) included work printed,
sculpted, folded, pulped, projected upon and encased, and
highlighted the flexibility of paper as a medium. It was curated by Old
Girl Christiane Keys-Statham (Ayling, 1994), opened by the President
of The Print Council of Australia, Akky van Ogtrop, and included works
by 11 artists.

Landscape as Knowledge (February/April) was a selection of works
by 29 artists from the private collection of philanthropic businessman
Geoffrey Hassall, curated by Adrian Gebers. The exhibition explored
changes in how the landscape has been viewed and included
works by Peter Booth, Rosalie Gascoigne, James Gleeson Fiona
Hall and Sidney Nolan and Indigenous artists. This exhibition
provided inspiration for our own students from Visual Arts, English,
Mathematics and History, as well as students from Freshwater Senior
Campus and Masada College.

Our House (July/August) presented the colourful works
of artists Tania Alexander, Nuha Saad and Victoria Lobregat,
exploring the psychological complexities of the home, reflecting
on the idea of the house as a space filled with subtle links and
personal associations to family, memory and imagination. It was
opened by the dynamic Annalisa Capurro.
HSC Showcase and Years 5-8 exhibition (August) was keenly
attended by parents and students who also attended a celebratory
morning tea.

Cut Fold Shape (May) evolved in collaboration with Ms Terri Moore,
Head of Technological and Applied Studies. Ms Moore selected the
elements of cutting, folding and shaping that underpin the work of
Abbotsleigh’s textile and fashion students. These elements were
revealed in the vintage fashion designs of international designers
Christian Dior and Madame Vionnet and the accompanying pattern
pieces that created a visual record of their designs. Artist Kate
Scardifield spent a day working with classes. Visitors dressed paper
Seeing Science (September/October/November) presented works
by some of Australia’s finest artists examining the important scientific
ideas and questions of our time. The works in the exhibition provided
a perfect visual avenue for exploring the wonder of science and
engaging with scientific concepts and thinking. Seeing Science was
opened by Ms Kim McKay AO, Director and CEO, Australian Museum.
Shan Turner-Carroll: Relics (November) was a solo exhibition
by photographer and multidisciplinary artist Shan Turner-Carroll.
Presented in partnership with the Australian Centre for Photography,
Turner-Carroll’s works responded to ideas about identity and the
search for self.
dolls at the hands-on work table available throughout the exhibition.
During this exhibition the Association of Independent Schools
conducted a one day English Inservice and presenter Dr Irini Savvides
used the artworks as inspiration for writing.
Moment of Light and GLOW (June) was an exhibition coinciding with
the GLOW festival of light. Eight local artists explored the perceptions
and representations of the peculiarities of light, aiming to capture
that moment when the light was exactly right for them; moments of
ambient, reflected, backlit, flickering and dazzling light.
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Floriage (December) was a short exhibition, coinciding with the
Wahroonga Fair, of works by paper artist Brian Doyle.
Community engagement
Mary Faith explained the connection between Art and Science to
Abbotsleigh’s Adult Discussion Group, judged the Willoughby Art
Centre annual Art Prize, was interviewed on local radio and was invited
to participate in the Kuring-Gai council tourism forum. We are thankful
for our team of volunteers who offer invaluable assistance enabling
gallery staff to attend meetings.

Community
2017 started with our annual Headmistress’s welcome,
Twilight on the Plaza, where parents heard from Mrs
Krimmer and were introduced to our new Deputy
Headmistress and Head of Senior School, Victoria Rennie.
As is tradition, parents were entertained by our talented
student musicians, whilst getting to know other parents in
their daughters’ year groups.

In March we held our
annual Boarder parent
gathering, and later
in the year boarder
parents attended
informal events in
Dubbo and the central
west of NSW. The
Boarding School hosted
its first gala family
dinner in July. Years 7
and 8 boarder families
also gathered for an
afternoon tea at Lynton
House with extra entertainment provided by the resident
Guide Dog puppy.

by our families at the same time as raising funds to
support the Junior School Maker Education Space.
Our Abbotsleigh Boarder Parents’ Association met
regularly with the Head of Boarding and the Headmistress
to support the School’s care for our boarders. The Daisy
Club is a fundraising initiative of the ABPA which raises
funds for the School through the agistment and sale
of cattle and sheep. In 2017 the Daisy Club launched
a range of merchandise to allow all school families to
support their activities.
The Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union held two business
networking events in 2017. Old Girl Dr Sally (Auld, 1989)
Chief Economist and Head of Fixed Income and FX
Strategy ANZ at J.P. Morgan, addressed our September
breakfast on the science of economics and the cultural
changes in workplaces that may enable women and men
to be remunerated equally. In May, our Old Girls gathered
for a networking dinner in the city, enjoying a presentation
by Old Girl Tara Commerford (Bowman, 1996), Managing
Director of GoDaddy ANZ, on her professional journey to
senior management in the technology sector. In addition
to the annual five and ten year reunions, in May our
Singapore resident Old Girls enjoyed a reunion dinner,
reminiscing over photographs and meeting new local
friends. A Queensland reunion, was also held in Brisbane
in October for the first time in a number of years. Wendy
Bowman (Peters, 1951) was the guest of honour at the
AOGU Mother and Daughter Dinner. Ms Bowman was
one of the 2017 Goldman Environmental Prize recipients,
an award given to people from six global regions for
outstanding grassroots environmental activism.

The Abbotsleigh Christian Fellowship has met once a term
this year to pray and support the Christian Purpose of the
School. In September, the ACF supported a presentation
by John Dickson by welcoming guests and running the
book stall.
In 2017 our parents and students once again supported
the McGrath Foundation’s Pull on Your Socks campaign
by wearing pink socks to their IPSHA and IGSSA Saturday
sport. Through parent and daughter breakfasts, money
was also raised this year for research into ovarian cancer
and men’s cancer.
The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association supported parent
seminars by Dr Justin Coulson on raising resilient children
and by Dr Kristy Goodwin, who presented advice for parents
on children’s use of digital devices and technology.
This year’s APA President Kathy Campbell has lead a team
of committed parents who have provided their support
and time, ensuring our parent community stays connected
with each other and with the School. In 2017, the APA has
raised funds and supported many social opportunities
for our parents and girls including an evening social,
providing catering for parents at evening events and
running barbecues at sports carnivals. The APA’s biennial
Cinema Under the Stars in the Junior School was enjoyed

The Abbotsleigh Foundation’s sixth
Sports Lunch was held in August
and raised funds for Indigenous
Scholarships. The lunch was another
highlight in the calendar with
guests being treated to a star panel
comprising Robert de Castella AO MBE,
Emily Seebohm OAM, Mick O’Loughlin
and Marcia Ella-Duncan OAM. After
a combined service of more than 52
years to the Abbotsleigh Foundation,
in September we also farewelled
directors Margaret Sachs, Anthony
Serhan and Colin Roden and thanked
them for their invaluable contribution
to girls’ education at Abbotsleigh.

Competition results
JUNIOR SCHOOL

Debating

The International Competitions and
Assessments for Schools (ICAS)
awards

ISDA

English

Charlotte Allan, Sophie Cheung,
Vivian Choi, Anna Horner, Phoebe Luu,
Caitlyn Tieu, Meredith Wang, Emma Yap

Years 3-6 participated
■■ Three medals (Gillian Lawrance,
Amber Li, Sophie Lim)
■■ 13 high distinctions
■■ 68 distinctions
■■ 103 credits
■■ 35 merits

The Primary A ISDA debating
team won their grand final.

Information Technologies
Years 5-6 participated
■■
■■
■■
■■

8 high distinctions
39 distinctions
75 credits
21 merits

Mathematics

Years 2-6 participated
■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

One medal (Amber Li)
19 high distinctions
71 distinctions
139 credits
36 merits

Science

Years 3-6 participated
■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

One medal (Sophie Lim)
15 high distinctions
45 distinctions
115 credits
40 merits

Spelling

Year 4 participated
■■ 8 distinctions
■■ 5 credits
■■ 26 merits

Writing

Years 3-6 participated
■■ Two medals (Amber Li,
Sophie Lim)
■■ 22 high distinctions
■■ 59 distinctions
■■ 132 credits
■■ 18 merits
Congratulations to Amber Li and
Sophie Lim – Abbotsleigh Junior
School’s triple medal winners; the only
two Australia-wide.
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■■ 60 distinctions (the highest
award in the primary division)
■■ 19 perfect scores in the lower
primary competition
■■ 13 perfect scores in the upper
primary competition
MANSW
■■ Kindergarten – Participation
The girls used informal
measurement techniques and
considered shapes to design and
create a costume that would
fit them.
■■ Year 1 – 2nd Place
Year 1 planned the perfect party
using Mathematics.
■■ Year 2 – 2nd Place

This is the first time that an 		
Abbotsleigh Primary A team 		
has won this competition since
the trophy has been presented.
SDN
The Primary A team won the grand final.
A Team: Charlotte Allan, Sophie
Cheung, Alexandra Gavagna, Phoebe
Luu, Meredith Wang, Emma Yap
B Team: Monique Batuwitage, Ella
Booker, Vivian Choi, Anna Horner,
Hayley Kwan, Caitlyn Tieu
Coach: Georgia Chahoud (AOG, 2015)
Dorothea MacKellar Poetry
Competition
Anica Wong (5D): Participation
certificate

The students designed 		
a communication device using
mathematical concepts such
as data collection, budgeting
and measurement.
NESA Write On Competition
■■ Neomi Verma (2G) received a
silver award
■■ Sophie Lim (6D) received a
bronze award
Both girls’ writing is published in The
Best of WriteOn 2017 Anthology
Queen’s Essay Competition
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay
Competition is the world’s oldest
international writing competition for
schools. Abbotsleigh Junior School
submitted more than 30 entries
from Years 3-6 on the theme of ‘A
Commonwealth for Peace’, and the
following students were awarded
certificates:

Fred Hollows Humanitarian Awards
Lucy Breden (6G) and Chloe 		
McDonnell (6G) were awarded Fred
Hollows Humanity Awards. Lucy
received hers for her Heart as big
as Yours artwork initiative,
which raised money for the Love
your Sister campaign, while Chloe
was recognised for raising
funds and awareness for the
Fred Hollows Foundation.

■■ Bronze: Sara Shah, Anica Wong,
Meave Churchyard, Alexandra
Gavagna
■■ Silver: Sophia Chi, Isabel
Stammers
■■ Gold: Riya Garg, Aria Munton

Mathematics Challenge for
Young Australians

Emma Yap: Which type of moisturisers
retain the most water?

Selected Years 3-6 students worked
in groups to solve a range of complex
mathematical problems over a period
of three weeks with minimal teacher
input permitted.

Hannah Yap: Do Aussie artists make
or break mathematical rules?

STANSW Young Scientist Award
Prize winners

Competition results
SENIOR SCHOOL

CAT Computational and Algorithmic
Thinking

University of Sydney Gifted and Talented
Qualifying Examination

History

146 girls from Years 7 and 8 entered
■■ 4 high distinctions
■■ 4 distinctions
■■ 74 credits

In November 2016, 17 students from
Years 8 and 9 submitted entries and three
students received invitations to attend the
Gifted and Talented Discovery Program
during the July 2017 holidays.

Science

Social Science

Australian Science Olympiad

Australian National Geographic Competition

Based on her outstanding performance,
Rebecca Whittle (Year 10) will be
attending the 2018 Australian Science
Olympiads Summer School for Earth and
Environmental Science.

29 students from Years 9 and 10 Elective
Geography entered
■■ 7 high distinctions
■■ 8 distinctions
■■ 6 credits

Waiwai Yeap (Year 10) received the 2017
NSW Premier’s ANZAC Scholarship. As a
recipient she was awarded a 13 day tour of
the Western Front.

Mathematics
Australian Mathematics Competition
Jane Yang (Year 8) received a Best in
School award
■■ 14 high distinctions
■■ 123 distinctions
■■ 204 credits
UNSW School Mathematics Competition
■■ 1 distinction
■■ 2 credits
UNSW ICAS Mathematics Competition
Chloe Lam (Year 7) and Natasha Huang
(Year 10) received the Principal’s Award
■■ 31 high distinctions
■■ 137 distinctions
■■ 184 credits
Mathematics Olympiad
146 girls from Years 7 and 8 entered
■■ 26 students placed in the top 10%
■■ 39 students placed in the top 11%-25%
Abbotsleigh Mathematics Challenge
236 girls from Years 8-10 entered
■■ Year 10 prize: Emily Ong
■■ Year 9 prize: Olivia Lee
■■ Year 8 prize: Kylie Shi
■■ 14 high distinctions
■■ 36 distinctions

Linguafest short film competition
Year 8 teams wrote, directed and acted
in their own two-minute films, which were
judged against entrants from Stage 4
state-wide in all modern languages.
Alyssa Bateup, Krishna Ghelani, Megan Luu
and Miah Poon were named state finalists for
their Chinese entry.
Loren Gorman, Samantha Jang, Megan Li,
Jemma Vizard and Elizabeth Xerri, were
awarded 1st prize for their German entry,
No dinner for you.

Chess
Inter-schools chess competition
(metropolitan north region)
■■ Junior team (Vanessa Choi, Gwyneth
Leung, Ella-Rose Marland, Anousheh

Big Science Competition
255 entered from Years 7-9
■■ 34 high distinctions
■■ 56 distinctions
■■ 78 credits
ICAS Science competition
649 entered from Years 7-11
Holly Yang (Year 8) received a Principal’s
Award
■■ 18 high distinctions
■■ 85 distinctions
■■ 230 credits
RACI Chemistry Quiz
331 entered from Years 8-11
■■ 5 high distinctions – excellence
■■ 27 high distinctions
■■ 47 distinctions
■■ 51 credits

Languages
Language Perfect World Championships
■■ Jacinta Lin (Year 11) was 3rd in the
world for Latin
China Bridge Performance Competition
■■ Imogen Urwin (Year 10) came 2nd in
the world for Latin. Nikita Sethi
(Year 10) was been awarded a 		
scholarship to study in Germany
in January.
China World Recital Competition
■■ Prudence Luttrell (Year 12) won 		
(competing against Chinese
native speakers) which led to her being
offered a university scholarship in China.
Carol Manners Essay Competition
■■ Abby Shen (Year 10) won 2nd place
in the for HSC and IB students of Latin
and Ancient Greek. Her essay will
be published in the scholarly journal
Classicum.

Moonen and Jennifer Riley)
came 2nd to Knox
■■ Intermediate team
(Katie Ord, Amy Wang,
Chelsea Chaffey and 		
Charlotte Deng) came 4th
■■ Senior team (Jennifer 		
Chang, Alysha Chin, Emma
Jane Loong, Kristine Quek
and Annie Zhang) came 		
2nd to Barker
The NSW Interschool Girls’
Chess Challenge
■■ Junior team (Gwyneth Leung, Anousheh
Moonen Jennifer Riley) came 2nd to
James Ruse Agricultural HS
■■ Open team (Chelsea Chaffey, Charlotte
Deng and Katie Ord) came 2nd to 		
Hornsby Girls’ HS

Australian Schools Teams Championship
■■ Our team (in board order) of Kristine
Quek, Katie Ord, Alysha Chin and
Amy Wang, with reserves Emma Jang
Loong and Anousheh Moonen, 		
represented NSW and came 2nd to
PLC Melbourne

HSC 2016 results
It was with much pleasure that we congratulated our
Year 12 2016 students on their outstanding HSC results.
The girls worked diligently, and supported and encouraged
each other. We also recognise the dedication and
commitment of our teachers and support staff throughout
the girls’ journey through school.
Nanette Chan commenced in Kindergarten and was an
outstanding scholar and contributor to the broader life of
Abbotsleigh. She was a Prefect and achieved her Duke
of Edinburgh Gold Award in Year 12. Nanette received
the Centenary Prize for Dux of the School and achieved
an ATAR of 99.85. Marnie Clarkson was an exceptional
all-rounder. She represented Australia in athletics in 2016,
winning a silver medal in the heptathlon at the Oceania
Melanesian Championships. A Prefect and House Captain,
Marnie achieved an exceptional ATAR of 99.80, placing
4th in Geography, 9th in Earth and Environmental Science
and 10th in PDHPE. Yiayue (Suzie) Chen arrived midway
through Year 9 from Shanghai. Suzie was actively involved
in Embrace Global, supporting international students
and achieved her Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award during
Year 12. Suzie achieved an outstanding ATAR of 99.75
placing 3rd in the state in English as a Second Language.
Olivia Norley adjusted quickly to boarding school life
away from her family in Broken Hill. Her passion for the
sciences was reflected in her choice of subjects and
she worked diligently and purposefully to achieve her
ATAR of 94.55. Charlotte Stump, a boarder from Burren
Junction, contributed extensively across a broad range of
areas and achieved her Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award in
Year 12. An accomplished sportswoman, she was Head
Boarder Prefect for 2015-16 and received the prestigious
Faith Brodziak Prize for Excellence in Sport, Work and
Leadership. Charlotte’s effort and application
was rewarded with an outstanding ATAR of 99.20.

2016 student showcases
ARTEXPRESS

Selected
Jessicah Briggs – Miss Represented stories
Hayley Byer – Bloom, after Tim Maguire
Poppy Elvy – Look up at the stars, not down at your feet
Anneliese Foung – Lost Solace
Nina Johnson – Remnants
Maya Sugden – Seeds for the Millennium
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Nominated
Calista Sam – Child of Hiroshima
Genevieve Scott – Microcosm
Madeline Boydell – Buster, Charlie, Ruby,
Spot, Baxter, Muffy and Teddy
Sherry Chen – A Requiem for 1989
Samantha Gregory – Through the Eyes of Generations
April Gregson – Feeding the Thousands or Thousands
Consuming
Alice Mann – Ascension
Josephine Pereira – Voyeur
Emma Scott – Ever-Present
Sophie Spencer – Don’t Erase Me Bob
Isabel Adams – Pull Yourself Together

Other notable results included: Victoria Booth 6th in Earth
and Environmental Science; Emma Glendinning 13th in
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education;
Sarah Healey 9th in Geography; Zixin (Starry) Zhang 4th
in Chinese Background Speakers, 8th in English as a
Second Language.

Outstanding results by subject
■■ 100% of Abbotsleigh candidature in the top two bands:
Design and Technology, English as a Second Language,
English Extension 1, English Extension 2, French 		
Extension, German Extension, Latin Continuers,
Latin Extension, Music 1, Music 2, Music extension, 		
Visual Arts
■■ 90% or more of Abbotsleigh candidature in the top two
bands: Drama, English Advanced, Geography,
Mathematics Extension 2, Modern History, History 		
Extension, Studies of Religion I, Studies 			
of Religion II

Best in subject
■■
■■
■■
■■

Students who achieved a state ranking in a course.
Victoria Booth 6th in Earth and Environmental Science
Jiayue (Suzie) Chen 3rd in English as a Second Language
Marnie Clarkson 4th in Geography, 9th in Earth and 		
Environmental Science, 10th in Personal Development, 		
Health and Physical Education
■■ Emma Glendinning 13th in Personal Development, 		
Health and Physical Education
■■ Sarah Healey 9th in Geography
■■ Zixin (Starry) Zhang 4th in Chinese Background 		
Speakers, 8th in English as a Second Language

Encore

Sophie Spencer
Samantha Wu

OnSTAGE

Nominated
Georgia Matthews Hornery – Ballet Dilemma
Victoria Booth – I knew Red was a Controversial Colour
April Gregson – Julia
Grace Gallur – Piaf
Tanna Nankivell –
This Property Is Condemned

Shape

Nominated
Alissa Antoon – Racewear Melbourne Cup Carnival
Adrianna Au – Australian Wool Fashion Awards Couture
Madeline Boydell – Contemporary Laser cut lace dress
Emily Cheung – Fashionable women’s cycling wear
Catriona de Salis – Elderly assist pet feeder
Jade Kelly – Contemporary swimwear collection
Jiayi (Iris) Li – Smart storage solution
Emily Mak – Costume Cherry Blossom Festival
Lisa Tiu – Couture dress Met Gala Ball

Band summaries 2016
Band 6

Band 5

Band 4

Number of
students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

Ancient History

28

25

8.21

46.42

22.47

25

27.26

8.72

46.29

26.39

11.11

29.59

Subject

Biology

54

40.74

Business Studies

47

36.17

8.81

51.06

25.52

10.63

29.07

Chinese Background Speakers

2

100

14.11

0

51.61

0

29.7

Chemistry

47

25.53

9.65

53.19

31.29

17.02

32.27

Design & Technology

16

68.75

12.5

31.25

28.3

0

35.7

Drama

27

66.66

14.31

29.62

28.29

3.7

40.49

Earth & Environmental Science

21

33.33

6.46

47.61

27.92

19.04

33.89

Economics

26

50

13.85

34.61

31.35

11.53

28.65

English Advanced

135

53.33

15.39

41.48

46.53

5.18

28.46

English Standard

0.85

50

12.54

40

35.8

10

0

English as a Second Language

7

85.71

4.64

14.28

22.39

0

31.75

French Continuers

8

50

29.78

37.5

35.55

12.5

23.87

40

45

8.35

47.5

32.58

7.5

29.32

German Continuers

7

42.85

22.89

28.57

31.32

14.28

24.09

Japanese Beginners

2

50

17.51

0

25.74

50

21.4

Latin Continuers

2

50

48.78

50

31.7

0

14.63

Mathematics

72

54.16

23.13

34.72

29.38

9.72

23.88

Mathematics General 2

55

20

5.31

50.9

20.32

21.81

25.93

Modern History

73

43.83

9.33

46.57

31.51

8.21

31.81

Music 1

4

50

18.41

50

44.33

0

26.01

Geography

Music 2

4

75

34.44

25

55.09

0

10.32

PDHPE

27

55.55

11.1

33.33

23.31

11.11

27.72

Physics

21

14.28

8.32

71.42

21.62

14.28

35.67

Studies of Religion I

11

27.27

13.48

63.63

36.44

9.09

25.92

Studies of Religion II

10

40

9.2

50

38.74

10

22.92

Visual Arts

33

75.75

14.09

24.24

40.29

0

32.95

Band E4
Subject

Number of
students

% Abb

Band E3
% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

English Extension 1

31

67.74

35.31

32.25

59.63

English Extension 2

13

38.46

18.11

61.53

61.24

French Extension

7

57.14

39.03

42.85

49.73

German Extension

3

66.66

38.77

33.33

57.14

History Extension

26

30.76

21.54

61.53

59.05

2

50

70.17

50

28.07

Mathematics Extension 1

65

29.23

33.03

60

46.34

Mathematics Extension 2

29

17.24

32

72.41

53.34

2

50

51.87

50

41.72

Latin Extension

Music Extension
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HSC 2017 results
It is with pride and great pleasure that we congratulate
our Year 12 2017 girls on their outstanding HSC results.
A distinguishing mark of this cohort has been the way in
which they have demonstrated the value of a balanced
approach to school life. They have been engaged in myriad
activities, exercising strong leadership, while showing
their commitment to fostering unity, celebrating diversity
and promoting measures to support wellbeing. We also
commend the staff of Abbotsleigh and recognise their
dedication and commitment every point throughout the
girls’ entire school journey.

Outstanding students

As Head Prefect, Jocelyn Abbott led the School with
verve. Adept at balancing her academic studies with
leadership responsibilities and co-curricular activities, she
continued her commitment to diving winning numerous
championships and representing NSW. She is the first
Abbotsleigh student to be awarded one of the prestigious
Tuckwell Scholarships. Danielle Boniface has been an
outstanding scholar and contributor to the broader life
of Abbotsleigh over many years. Drama Prefect and an elite
sportswoman, Danielle represented Australia as a rhythmic
gymnast. She enjoyed a broad pattern of study and finished
7th in the state in Ancient History. Josephine Lee has been
an outstanding scholar and contributor to Abbotsleigh’s
music programs. Josephine was the recipient of the
Centenary Prize for Dux of the School and achieved an
impressive ATAR of 99.75.

■■
■■
■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

Best in subject
Students who achieved a state ranking in a course.
Danielle Boniface 7th in Ancient History
Catherine (Elbertine) Chai 9th in Visual Arts
Winnie Fong 10th in ESL English
Jacinta Lin 16th in Mathematics
Prudence Luttrell 3rd in Chinese Continuers, 3rd in
Chinese Extension
■■ Rachel McDonald 3rd in Ext 2 English
■■ Celeste Thomson 9th in Ext 1 English
■■ Jacqueline Truong 8th in Visual Arts

Outstanding results by subject

Prudence Luttrell’s passion for, and proficiency in Asian
languages has seen her recognised with many prestigious
awards. Prudence achieved outstanding results in her
HSC, finishing 3rd in the state in both Chinese Continuers
and Chinese Extension. Prudence also achieved an
exceptional result in Japanese Beginners, and in her
own time has been learning Korean. Katrina Smith is
a strong all-rounder. She commenced at Abbotsleigh in

2017 student showcases

Encore

Selected
Eliza Hannah – Troubled Waters
Thea Hayes – Wonder Woman – Having it All
Molly Rennie – Conversations with my Country
Nominated
Catherine (Elbertine) Chai – Perpetual
Shadows (My Grandfather’s Memory)
Macy Chong – My Father
Juliet Farlow – Liminal States
Cindy Gu – Diaspora (self-portrait)
Arielle Irving – Windows to the Sublime
Rachel Lau – Disjunction in Surfaces
Hannah Lawton – Why Can’t I Remember
Rachael McDonald –
The Pursuit of Shadows
Jacqueline Truong – Withering/Weathering
(Roderick)
Sara Watson –
Upon Arrival
Cindy Sein Tong Yeung – Big Brother
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Outstanding results by subject

■■ 100% in the top band: English as a Second Language, 		
Music 1, Music Extension, Chinese Continuers, Chinese
in Context
■■ 100% in the top two bands: English, Extension 1, 		
English Extension 2, Mathematics Extension 2, Music 2,
Chinese Extension, German Continuers, German 		
Extension, Latin Extension
■■ 90% or more of the Abbotsleigh candidature in the top 		
two bands: Biology, Business Studies, Drama, Earth
and Environmental Science, English Advanced,
Geography, Mathematics Extension 1, History 		
Extension, Visual Arts

ARTEXPRESS

44

Year 9, becoming heavily involved in sport and making
a significant contribution to the Boarding School. In her
final year, Katrina exercised leadership as a Prefect where
her enthusiasm and energy were well utilised in her role
as Prichard House Captain. A passionate musician, Tsz
Yan (Stephanie) Tam is an accomplished performer on
piano and cello. A dedicated student, Stephanie achieved
outstanding results in the HSC, topping the state in both
Music 2 and Music Extension.

Garnet Ho
Danielle Huen
Hannah Lawton
Amy Nelson
Isabella Schroder
Tsz Yan (Stephanie) Tam

OnSTAGE

Nominated
Madison Ayton – Goodbye, Rose
Isabella Schroder – Lost Camelot

Shape

Nominated
Shape nominations
Rose Murray – Wooden curved bench seat for an
indigenous garden
Sophia Nicita – Sustainable and economically viable
organic fashion collection
Gabrielle Stevens – ‘The Culture of Redfern’
inspired fashion
Callback
Nominated
Anna Mylordis

Band summaries 2017
Band 6

Band 5

Band 4

Number of
students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

Ancient History

22

40.91

8.78

40.91

27.2

9.09

25.02

Biology

48

45.83

11.93

45.83

27.35

8.33

28.95

Business Studies

41

34.15

8.15

58.54

27.99

7.32

28.48

Chemistry

47

14.89

9.48

42.55

33.23

29.79

28.35

Chinese in Context

1

100

39.79

0.00

47.95

0.00

12.24

Chinese Continuers

3

100

45.31

0.00

34.37

0.00

9.37

Design & Technology

9

77.78

11.27

11.11

31.93

11.11

33.73

Drama

21

52.38

12.88

38.10

29.25

9.52

41.75

Earth & Environmental Science

12

33.33

6.5

58.33

29.49

8.33

37.78

Economics

27

40.74

14.46

44.44

34.52

14.81

24.71

English Advanced

131

45.80

15.21

48.09

48.43

6.11

28.05

English Standard

6

0

0.85

33.33

15.06

33.33

38.85

English as a Second Language

4

100

5.22

0.00

20.03

0.00

30.3

French Continuers

8

25

25.5

62.50

40.25

12.50

24.35

26

50

7.65

46.15

34.25

3.85

31.06

German Continuers

2

50

25.66

50.00

33.18

0.00

28.76

Japanese Beginners

6

83.33

16.52

0.00

23.8

16.67

25.21

Latin Continuers

3

33.33

52.2

33.33

29.55

33.33

13.2

Mathematics

87

50.57

23.47

27.59

30.01

13.79

21.46

Mathematics General 2

40

22.50

6.79

47.50

18.7

25.00

24.7

Modern History

57

24.56

9.19

64.91

29.63

10.53

31.76

Music 1

7

100

20.35

0.00

44.87

0.00

23.89

Music 2

7

85.71

36.89

14.29

52.27

0.00

10.69

PDHPE

31

51.61

8.82

32.26

21.74

12.90

28.63

Physics

25

28.00

10.69

60.00

23.11

12.00

33.36

Senior Science

9

22.22

6.07

22.22

18.03

44.44

34.86

Studies of Religion I

7

42.86

15.49

42.86

34.38

14.29

32.05

Studies of Religion II

15

0

6.98

53.33

39.49

46.67

30.77

Visual Arts

31

77.42

12.7

19.35

41.87

3.23

35.44

Subject

Geography

Band E4

Band E3

Number of
students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

Chinese Extension

3

66.67

72.41

33.33

27.58

English Extension 1

32

68.75

29.92

31.25

63.35

English Extension 2

10

50

20.52

50

56.86

German Extension

2

0

41.37

100

58.62

History Extension

33

33.33

21.61

60.61

58.01

Latin Extension

2

50

71.11

50

25.55

Mathematics Extension 1

51

54.90

38.08

41.18

43.52

Mathematics Extension 2

19

31.58

33.52

68.42

50.48

4

100

63.32

0

31.54

Subject

Music Extension
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NAPLAN 2017
Year 3
Lower bands
combined %

Band 4
(%)

Band 5
(%)

Band 6
(%)

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

0

1.4

15.1

83.6

100

State

26

23

22

29

74

16.9

20.1

22.9

40

83.1

0

11

51

38

100

23.6

23

39

14.5

76.4

AIS NSW

14

19.3

43.3

23.4

86

Abbotsleigh

2.7

5.5

17.8

74

97.3

State

26.3

21.1

24.4

28.3

73.7

AIS NSW

16.8

20

26.6

36.7

83.2

0

1.4

24.7

74

100

23.6

14.4

26.2

35.8

76.4

AIS NSW

15

11.9

26.3

46.9

85

Abbotsleigh

2.8

12.3

20.5

64.4

97.2

State

29.5

27.3

20.3

23

70.5

AIS NSW

18.5

25.9

22.7

32.9

81.5

Lower bands
combined %

Band 6 (%)

Band 7 (%)

Band 8 (%)

Higher bands
combined %

0

8.7

30.8

60.6

100

State

34.2

26.1

21.3

18.4

65.4

AIS NSW

21.3

25.1

25.8

27.9

78.7

Abbotsleigh

3.8

26.9

36.5

32.7

96.2

State

51.8

30

12.8

5.3

48.2

AIS NSW

38.8

35.4

17.6

8.2

61.2

Abbotsleigh

2.9

14.4

28.8

53.8

97.1

State

32.4

29.5

20.8

17.4

67.6

AIS NSW

22.3

29.5

24.9

23.3

77.7

Abbotsleigh

1

8.7

19.2

71.2

99

State

38

25.7

14.4

21.8

62

AIS NSW

25.5

25.8

17.2

31.6

74.5

Abbotsleigh

2.9

21.2

26.9

49

97.1

38.2

29.3

19.1

13.4

61.8

24

30.5

25.5

20

76

Subject
Reading

AIS NSW
Writing

Abbotsleigh
State

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh
State

Year 5
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh

State
AIS NSW
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NAPLAN 2017
Year 7
Lower bands
combined %

Band 7 %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

6.4

14.1

33.3

46.2

93.6

State

39.8

29.6

18.8

11.8

60.2

AIS NSW

24.9

31.5

25.5

18

75

Abbotsleigh

10.9

28.8

35.3

25

89.1

State

57.1

21.6

15.9

5.4

42.9

AIS NSW

42.6

26.3

22.5

8.5

57.3

Abbotsleigh

5.7

11.5

37.2

45.5

94.2

State

31.8

26.9

27

14.3

68.2

AIS NSW

21.5

26.6

33.1

19

78.7

Abbotsleigh

5.1

25

20.5

49.4

94.9

State

39.8

30.2

17.3

12.8

60.3

AIS NSW

25.2

32.6

23.3

18.9

74.8

Abbotsleigh

3.2

12.9

20

63.9

96.8

State

36.2

29

17.8

17.1

63.9

AIS NSW

19.6

30

25

25.5

80.5

Lower bands
combined %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Band 10 %

Band 8 to 10
combined %

7

25.5

36.3

31.2

93

State

41.6

33.7

17.1

7.6

58.4

AIS NSW

25.4

37.5

24.7

12.4

74.6

Abbotsleigh

19.1

35.7

21

24.2

80.9

State

54.8

27.2

10.7

7.3

45.2

AIS NSW

39.2

33

15.9

11.9

60.8

Abbotsleigh

12.7

20.4

43.9

22.9

87.2

State

44.8

24

22

9.1

55.1

AIS NSW

34

26

27.9

12.1

66

Abbotsleigh

14

27.4

20.4

38.2

86

State

48.4

26.7

13.7

11.1

51.5

AIS NSW

34.5

31.1

18.3

16.1

65.5

Abbotsleigh

3.2

14.1

34.6

48.1

96.8

State

36.2

28.7

17.7

12.1

58.5

AIS NSW

19.6

32.7

26.6

17.5

76.8

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Year 9
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh
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