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Time flies faster than a weaver’s shuttle
It is with a sincere sense of gratitude that I reflect on the many relationships that I have enjoyed
in my time as the Headmistress of Abbotsleigh. I thank the students for their inquiring minds, creative
explorations and their joy in learning. Your smiles and laughter will remain etched on my heart. I
thank the staff for their dedication, care of the students and their continual drive for excellence.
Your commitment to developing young women ready for the future is nothing short of outstanding.
I thank the parents for the privilege of working with your daughters and the partnerships that have
been created. Your support of the School and my leadership has been greatly appreciated. I thank the
Old Girls for helping me learn the lessons of the past and for reminding me of the transformational
experience of education. Your interest and continual contribution to Abbotsleigh adds richness and
depth to the community. I thank the Council for careful governance and for setting the strategic
direction of the School. The future of Abbotsleigh is secure with her strong community.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be evident to all. Philippians 4:4

A year of pure joy
This year of 2016 has been a very special one for me. As I have
savoured the many vibrant activities on both campuses, I have
focused on what I enjoy most in in my role, which is engagement
with the students. Whenever possible I have escaped from my
office to indulge in observing the students both in formal learning
situations, informal tutor time or lunch and recess activities.
The girls’ laughter, questions and energy never fail to bring a
smile to my face.
The Prefects’ theme for the year has been ‘#G-Up’ which has
stood for three words; Grace, Gratitude and Generosity. The
theme aligns beautifully with the Christian message and values.
Various approaches to understanding the importance of each
word has been presented in chapel and assemblies. Each year
I also have a theme word and this year we have focused on the
word GRIT. We have explored the research by Angela Duckworth
on the topic and have applied it to our learning both in the
classroom environment and beyond. Teachers, students and
parents all inherently understand that success or mastery of
skills comes with hard work over an extended period of time.
When this sustained effort comes from an innate passion, the
result is simply beautiful. I have witnessed this in trumps in music
performances, sporting competitions, robotics, STEM projects
and service work on both campuses. Throughout the year
GRIT has been added to our #G-Up theme.

problem solving and robust explorations help students to make
connections with real world issues. Risk taking, teamwork and
challenge help students move beyond their comfort zone into new
horizons and creative pursuits. Discovering one’s own gifts is the
beauty of learning.
It has been my absolute pleasure to attentively observe the
transformation of girls throughout the year. Thank you to the
many students from Early Learning to Year 12 who have brought
me joy and left me with fond memories.

Mrs Judith Poole
Headmistress

Cultural diversity enriches our learning environment,
and reaching beyond our environment to the
wider world continues to be an important focus.
We celebrated our diverse student body with
our biennial International Day activities including
dancing, singing, languages, food and assembly
reflection. Wonderfully diverse cultural differences
were explored and enjoyed throughout the year. This
included lifting our understanding of Aboriginal issues
through further development of a Reconciliation Action
Plan for the School. Our exchange programs and
cultural tours continue to be a highlight for senior girls;
and junior girls have enjoyed their language learning
with many older Primary girls being extended with a trip
to China, visiting our sister school Yu Cai in Beijing.
The main service project for the year has been
‘Reach for Refuge’. Together we have explored the
refugee crisis in Syria and the complex political issues
surrounding displaced people due to war and tragedy.
While the students gave practical support such as filling
backpacks with basic supplies for new refugees to
Australia and providing sporting equipment for refugee
sporting teams, the main focus of the project was to
raise awareness of this crisis. Simulation exercises,
breakfast talks and chapel reflections all contributed
to our understanding of this multifaceted challenge.
As I reflect on the last decade at Abbotsleigh, the paradox
of improved personal learning through new technologies
and the development of students’ understanding of the
global framework in which they exist provides educators
and parents with many challenges. The ability to build
relationships remains paramount for young people and the
importance of growing caring and compassionate global
citizens stands firm in our School Purpose. Critical thinking,
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Judith Poole
Under Judith’s headship, the Abbotsleigh Centre for Environmental
Education (ACEE) was established in 2011 to provide a creative
space for educating girls in sustainability and environmental
responsibility. In 2013, Abbotsleigh opened the Grace Cossington
Smith Gallery; this visionary space brings artists, students and the
community together to learn and to celebrate creativity and has
expanded the educational possibilities at the School. These unique
learning spaces are evidence of Judith’s visionary leadership and
her ability to bring resources and expertise together to enhance the
learning for all Abbotsleigh girls.
Judith’s strengths include her encouragement of others to see
possibilities in ‘futures thinking’, constructively imagining the
future of our school and inspiring us to support innovation.
During Judith’s time as Headmistress, she has established many
programs allowing students to access and manipulate emerging
technologies. The new and thriving robotics program is just one
example of her enthusiasm for providing girls with opportunities
to imagine, to experiment and to learn, without the constraint of
requiring perfect outcomes.

Judith Poole, the 10th Headmistress of Abbotsleigh, is a visionary
leader with enormous capacity and energy and a heart to selflessly
give. Speak to Judith and you will soon hear that among her most
joyful times at the School have been when she has spent time
with our students. Whether she is training a softball team, having
morning tea with students, attending assembly or teaching a class,
Judith is as interested in the learning needs of young children as
she is in the outcomes for Year 12 students.
Known as an exemplary strategic and creative thinker, Judith’s
clear and inspiring vision for Abbotsleigh has only been matched
by her compassion and concern for each student, staff and
community member. These personal and intellectual qualities
have been used to position the School at the forefront of
innovation, creating an outstanding learning environment. Judith
has led and encouraged our community with her unique ability to
balance clarity of thought with an understanding of the complexity
and interdependence of initiatives and decisions. Her strong faith
in God, her commitment to sport and fair competition and her
delightful sense of fun underpin all her interactions. Abbotsleigh
is fortunate to have been led, these past 12 years, by a woman
of such vision, integrity and passion.

A visionary
On her appointment in 2005, Judith worked consultatively to set
the strategic vision for the first five years of her headship, creating
working groups of Council members, staff and key educators
to ensure that multiple projects were planned and completed.
The Indigenous Task Force was a prime example of Judith’s
commitment to a project that has enriched Abbotsleigh and
attracted the support of our community. Working in partnership
with Yalari, the School has supported boarding scholarships for
Indigenous students since 2008, and nobody was prouder than
Judith when our first Indigenous students graduated in 2013. It
is a testament to her humility and dedication to this program that
this year’s dinner to farewell Judith as Headmistress was focused
at her request, on fundraising to ensure the sustainability of the
Indigenous Scholarship program.
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Well before other schools embraced the importance of the STEM
subjects of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics,
Judith led Abbotsleigh in understanding the importance and
benefits of investing in STEM from the first stages of Early Learning
up to Senior College. Her commitment to excellence in early
learning and the value of enabling women and men to have access
to high quality child care, also saw the opening of the 70 place
Early Learning Centre in 2010. Under Judith’s headship, this state
of the art facility has been consistently rated as exceeding all
standards and is in high demand with extensive waitlists.

A builder
The first major building project during Judith’s tenure was the
long awaited, purpose built Kindergarten to Year 3 Evelyn
Forster Infants Wing and Early Learning Centre. Recognising
that successful programs require resourcing, she facilitated and
oversaw years of research and planning leading to the 2010
opening of this facility which is enjoyed for both its design and
functionality. Judith’s financial acumen and her relationship skills
contributed to the School securing two Federal Government grants
and the gift of a generous bequest, enabling this project to be built
within the School’s recurrent budget.

In addition to the ACEE and the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery, the conversion of Read House for Year 7 boarding is
another wonderful example of how Judith led the School to
repurpose facilities that broadened the learning environment
and opportunities for our girls. With support from the Council of
Abbotsleigh, Judith has also overseen a strategic increase in the
School’s property footprint to ensure access to resources for future
generations of students.
Judith has a great passion and ability for sport, and believes in
its importance and contribution to girls’ physical, emotional and
intellectual wellbeing. Leading the most ambitious building project
ever undertaken by the School, Judith worked tirelessly with
Council to ensure the on time and on budget opening in 2015
of the architecturally awarded Abbotsleigh Sports Precinct.
The dance studios within the new hall have given place and
priority to the dance program and the fully equipped strength
and conditioning room added a competitive dimension to training
sessions. The magnificent hall and oval are used extensively
by Junior and Senior School girls as well as for adult social
competitions, while the underground car park could not have come
quickly enough for staff and parents. Last year we were delighted
to celebrate our school’s birthday followed by Speech Day in this
remarkable space. This facility, masterminded by the skilled input
of Abbotsleigh staff and the expertise of architects and builders,
has significantly increased Abbotsleigh’s capacity to cater for the
needs of its community and can be considered a hallmark
of Judith’s commitment to physical education for girls.

A community minded spirit
Judith has continued to inspire our girls to be socially and
emotionally connected to the wider community by giving service
and contributing to society. Embedding Service-Learning into the
fabric of the School, Judith has seen this as an integral part of
a Christian education and an important part of girls recognising
their privileges and learning their responsibilities in the global
community. Judith is also known as generously giving her time
and expertise to multiple groups within our community.
Strengthening and building ties within our vibrant Old Girl
community has always been a priority for Judith, being a firm
believer in the importance of the Old Girl voice to Abbotsleigh.
Judith has been tireless in her commitment to attending reunions
and events, always greatly enjoying and valuing the company and
wisdom of our expanding Old Girl community.
Throughout her headship, Judith has been a
staunch supporter of our parent groups and
has been dedicated to ensuring a cohesive
Pre K to Year 12 involvement of parents in
their daughters’ education. Parents have
always known to expect Judith’s warm
support and attendance at multiple
social and fundraising events where
parents help us sustain our community.
With a belief in the importance of our
girls feeling confident in the global
community, Judith has strengthened
our five sister school connections with
visits and exchanges. Each year a growing
number of Senior School students has
spent time abroad in cultural visits,
short stays or extended exchanges
in countries that cross the globe.
The growth and development of our
International Day program is also

evidence of Judith’s
commitment to the
girls developing a
global perspective.
Visiting Nepal
in 2012 with
our girls and
supporting regular service trips to Cambodia and Fiji, Judith has
always believed in the importance of international understanding.
She drove the introduction of Mandarin in 2009 as a language
accessible to all girls from Early Learning to Year 12 through
AbbSchool and core curriculum delivery. This vision has led to a
student and staff exchange program established with Yu Cai school
in Beijing, China and this year Junior School girls, parents and
teachers toured China in a second round of exchanges.
Judith has also contributed to the broader educational community
in many ways and has shown leadership and collegial support
in a range of educational bodies. She has been an active and
well respected member of AHISA, sharing her expertise and
experience with other school leaders. Her chairing of the Alliance
of Girls Schools Australasia, membership of several AIS councils,
leadership in Girl Guides Australia, parish contributions and active
involvement in AHIGS show her capacity to contribute to and effect
positive change beyond our school. Her determination to establish
a meaningful connection between Abbotsleigh and Holroyd High
School is only one example of her commitment to reach out to
others. This partnership has proven significant for both schools
with our girls learning more about the world from each interaction.
Judith truly is a global citizen who delights in seeing others thrive.

A woman of faith
One might surmise that this ‘heavy lifting’ as a leader has meant
that Judith is serious only about hard work. Nothing could be
further from the truth as she will equally be remembered for
her wonderful sense of fun, warm humour and ability to see the
good in every challenge. Whether nursing a toddler in the Early
Learning Centre, coaching her Year 7 softball team to premiership
or hamming it up for the Year 12 final activities, Judith is most at
home mentoring, supporting, encouraging and having fun with
girls. Her belief in God is complemented by her belief in others
and her desire to see them shine. The teaching of the Christian
Studies course to Year 11 girls is a highlight and sacrosanct time
in her extraordinarily busy calendar. Judith is a born educator who
shares her authentic faith in God by connecting with others and
optimistically broadening the horizons and ambitions of our girls.
We have been truly blessed to have shared 12 years of Judith
Poole’s life as Headmistress of Abbotsleigh. She leaves a lasting
legacy of excellence across so many domains. The stained glass
windows in the Chapel commissioned in collaboration with the
Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union are symbolic of her leadership at
Abbotsleigh. She has provided a framework and structure through
which the Christian values of the School shine and the beauty
of her contributions have brought to life colourful patterns and
vibrant colours in our school and in the wider community. As
she concludes her leadership at Abbotsleigh, we celebrate an
extraordinary woman of faith, compassion and courage.
Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds
Deputy Headmistress and Head of Senior School
Ms Sally Ruston
Head of Junior School
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A fond farewell
Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds has been the Deputy Headmistress
and Head of Senior School since 2013. She embeds her Christian
worldview in all that she undertakes and has led the Senior School
with integrity and a passion for excellence.
Dr Wilson Reynolds is an outstanding educator and leader with
a strong focus on ensuring that student-centred learning remains
our focus. She has promoted student voice in decision making and
encouraged girls to develop their gifts and to aim for their personal
best. More recently, she has introduced the opportunity for curious
girls to do independent research on an area of passion.
Dr Wilson Reynolds completed her PhD in 2015 on creative leadership
and has used her findings in her leadership style. Her capacity to
promote and support innovative teaching practices continually
encourages teachers to be reflective practitioners.
Dr Wilson Reynolds will be remembered for her inner strength,
empathy, positive outlook and sense of purpose in leading the Senior
School in continuous improvement. She has been an exceptional role
model for teachers and students in the pursuit of life long learning.
We wish her and her husband all the very best as she moves to
Queensland to become the next Principal of St Hilda’s School.

Celebrating the service of departing
long serving staff
This time of year is when we acknowledge and farewell long serving
staff who will be taking on new challenges outside the Abbotsleigh
community. For those who will be enjoying retirement, we thank you
for your service to Abbotsleigh and wish you well in your new lifestyle.
Edith Robinson contributed more than 21 years of service as a
Boarding Coordinator, Science Assistant and Learning Support
Assistant. We thank her for her dedication and care she has shown
to all the students she worked with and wish her well in retirement.
Marianne Goodyer commenced in the Music Department in
January 2002. She has been an exceptional teacher with a
commitment to educational and musical excellence with a particular
focus on strings. We thank her for her care of students, focus on
service and her collegiality. We wish her well in retirement.
Michelle Carpenter is taking up the opportunity to live and work
overseas. Since 2004, Michelle has been a PDHPE Teacher who
has contributed as a Year Coordinator and leader of the Indigenous
taskforce for staff. We thank her for her enthusiasm and care for
the students.
Amy Croft joined us in 2005 and has demonstrated a deep care for
students and their learning outcomes. Her attention to detail and her
thoroughness of approach has benefitted both students and staff. We
wish her all the best as she moves to teach closer to home.
Michelle Wilsmore has been a highly effective PDHPE Teacher and
valued member of our Junior School staff since July 2005. Michelle
has decided to move to the country with her young family and we wish
her well in this new phase of her life.
Maeve Richards is retiring after 10 years of wonderfully stable and
caring service in our Abbotsleigh After School Care facility. She will be
remembered for her loyal and dedicated work and her delicious and
healthy afternoon treats that always delighted the girls.
Jason Teoh has been an IT Senior Systems Engineer for nine and a
half years. His service to the School often saw him working outside
regular hours to ensure that the system was up and reliable to all.
It has been a delight to see him grow during his time with us and we
wish him well as he leaves us for a corporate role.
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John Gaulke is retiring after nine years at Abbotsleigh. He will be
remembered by his students as a teacher who cared about them in
Mathematics learning as well as in their out of class activities. He
was involved with service trips and was a true team player. We
congratulate him on his exceptional career of 40 years of teaching.
Debra Barnard has been the Junior School Receptionist for the past
seven years and we thank her sincerely for her work in supporting
staff, girls, parents and our Abbotsleigh community over this
extended time.
David Beattie has been an outstanding AV Technician who has
contributed greatly to spirit of the School through his audio visual
skills, contribution to the Chapel Band and ‘can do’ attitude.

Outstanding staff achievements
Abbotsleigh’s highly professional staff are continually updating their
skills and many are engaged in formal postgraduate research and
study. It is with pleasure that I share some recent achievements.
Sally Ruston has become a Life Member of APPA (Australian Primary
Principals Association) due to her outstanding contribution to national
education over many years.
Viola Dominello won the James Kiwi Contemporary Watercolour Art
Prize; Wollongong Art Gallery as well as the Tattersalls Landscape Art
Prize (Tattersalls Club, Brisbane) and the Mosman Art Prize from the
Mosman Art Gallery.
Susan Filan was awarded a Vocational Teaching Award from the
Rotary Club of Wahroonga for her work in environmental education.
Heba Oweis was awarded a Vocational Teaching Award from the
Rotary Club of Wahroonga for her outstanding teaching.
Colleen Roche is the current President of Drama Australia, the
national professional association of Drama educators and teachers.
Rochelle Wiley has become the Vice Chair of ABSA (Australian
Boarding Schools Association) NSW chapter.
Michele Scott received the Junior School Gladly Teach Award in
recognition of her passion for STEAM and inquiry based learning
that has inspired students and teachers at Abbotsleigh and beyond.
Janet Lloyd received the Senior School Gladly Teach Award for
her passion in promoting languages through excellent teaching,
encouragement of global exchanges, cultural trips and organisation
of International Day.

Mary Ann Grant, Assistant Head of Mathematics and
Nicole Hunt, Junior School Teacher, were both awarded an
Abbotsleigh Foundation Research Grant for 2017.
The School encourages staff in their lifelong learning journeys
supporting those who are undertaking study as well as
organising professional development workshops. This year’s
accomplishments include:
Kimbali Harding completed a Master of Education (School
Leadership) from the University of New England, achieving a
high distinction average.
Sarah Evans completed her Master of Special Education
from Macquarie University.
Lynne Nolan completed her Master of Education
(Educational Psychology) from Sydney University.
Katherine Lobb, our Senior Resident, received her Certificate
in Residential Care.
Emma McMurrough has achieved a Post Graduate Certificate
in Education from the University of Northampton.
Jo Wheatley has completed a two-year Diploma of Business.

Sharing knowledge

Association of NSW (VADEA NSW) and the considerations and
nomination process for HSC Practical Examination Bodies of Work as it
relates to ARTEXPRESS. Attendees visited the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery and shared Visual Art programs.
Teacher Librarians’ Conference
Abbotsleigh’s fourth Teacher Librarians’ Conference concentrated
on the theme: Discover, Connect, View. As in previous conferences,
the aim was to showcase innovation, promote literature, and
learn from one another. More than 65 attendees from as far as
Bowral, Shellharbour, Campbelltown, Orange and Hobart. One
stimulating panel discussion centred around the Stella Prize, which
is concerned with the promotion of Australian women writers, the
underrepresentation of women authors in published reviews, the
representation of gender and diversity and about the ways unconscious
bias affects teenage reading habits. This highly successful and thought
provoking day concluded with a visit to the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery to view the Shaun Tan exhibition.
Teacher Librarians’ research skill development workshop
In addition to our annual Teacher Librarians’ Conference, the
Abbotsleigh Libraries and representatives from Monash University
jointly hosted a workshop: Keeping the Library Visible: Working with
the Research Skill Development (RSD) framework.

Art symposium
The focus of this year’s two day symposium, ‘The Lay of the
Land’, was building connections with remote and rural education
communities, and investigated specific issues for regional Visual
Arts educators.
The speakers presented on topics such as Visual Arts teaching in
a rural context, collaborative exchange, initiating programs and
projects in schools and professional connectivity through
technology. Other presentations included an introduction to the
resources and support of the Visual Arts and Design Educators

School Leadership
The Senior Leadership Team provides vision and serves
in leading the School with individual portfolios in specific
areas ensuring that there is a range of quality programs,
varied and extensive facilities, modern IT resources,
community services for parents and Old Girls, rich
cocurricular programs and dedicated and supported staff.
I thank the leadership team members for their hard work
and commitment throughout my tenure.
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The Council of Abbotsleigh

Prefects 2015-2016

President

Ms M Bisley BA LLB

Prefect Executive

The Most Reverend Dr Glenn N Davies
BSc MDiv(Hons) ThM(Hons) DipA PhD DD
Archbishop of Sydney

Mr R Bowden BBus CPA

Head Prefect Sarah Kelland

Mr E Campbell BA LLB

Head Boarder Prefect Charlotte Stump

Mrs J Cochrane BEc LLB(Hons)

Vice Head Prefect Duties Hasara Herath

Chair
Reverend I A Millican
BEcon BD(Hons) DipMin

Deputy Chair and Treasurer
Mr P Fontanot
BCompt(Hons) CA MAICD

Dr E Cope MB BS FRACGP FAICD
The Rev B Heath BA BTh DipA MA(Theol)
Mrs S Hofman MEc ACA GAICD
Mr I Londish BA LLB(Hons) GIA Cert
Mr P Nicholson BSc BE(Hons) ME MIEAust
Mr D Pontin MEd BPE DipTeach
Mrs S Roberts BPsych(Hons)
Ms M Vanzella BEc LLB(Hons) MBA MAICD

Vice Head Prefect Service Alissa Antoon
Vice Head Prefect Houses Victoria Booth

Portfolios
Vice Head Boarder Prefect Katie Merriman
Boarding Prefects Phoebe Boydell,
Elizabeth Corbett, Lillian Higgins,
Vanessa Washaya
Chapel Alice Mann

Governance
The School is governed by a highly efficient Council that meets monthly, overseeing
many sub-committees that meet regularly. Strategic planning for the School
including financial decisions, building programs, risk management and policy
formation are some of the critical activities of this highly experienced group. It
has been a joy to work with such dedicated individuals who spend many hours in
service to Abbotsleigh. I particularly take this opportunity to thank Reverend Ian
Millican for his leadership of the Council and for supporting me personally in my
role as Headmistress.
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Debating and Public Speaking
Rebecca McKeague
Drama Tanna Nankivell
Environmental Sustainability
Catriona Illingworth
Music Sophie Spencer
Sport Jessica Healy
Student Representative Council
Sophie Berton

This year we farewelled Melinda Brentnall, a Synod Representative, who dedicated
six years of service to the Abbotsleigh Council. Melinda contributed greatly to the
Finance Committee and the Governance and Risk Committee. We thank her for
her time and her dedication to contributing to the strategic direction of Abbotsleigh
through this service.

Year Prefects

We welcomed Ross Bowden to Council in September this year. Ross brings a wealth
of business management experience specialising in financial services.

Year 8/9 Nina Johnson, Yashika Upadhyaya

Simone Roberts joined the Council in October this year as a Synod Representative.
She is an Old Girl (1995) with leadership experience in the field of information
technology and communications. We welcome her as we begin our next formal
stage of strategic planning.

Year 10/11 Annabel McDermott,
Emma Robinson

Junior School Sara Nicita, Helen Pretorius
Year 6/7 Nanette Chan, Zoee Mylordis
Year 7/8 Clare Calo, Eliza Kennedy
Year 9/10 Fiona Higgins, Rani West

Year 11/12 Sigrid Fraser, Laura Mazza

Prefects 2016-2017
Prefect Executive
Head Prefect Jocelyn Abbott
Head Boarder Prefect Bridget Goldsmith

Environmental Sustainability
Morgan Graham
Music Denise Cham
Sport Rose Murray
Student Representative Council
Sabreen Hussain

Vice Head Prefect Duties Jessie Xiao
Vice Head Prefect Service Sarah Flint
Vice Head Prefect Houses
Alexandra MacDonald

Year Prefects
Junior School Emily Booth, Elbertine Chai
Year 6/7 Mary-Louise Fleischner,
Harini Lakshminarayanan

Portfolios
Vice Head Boarder Prefect Arielle Irving
Boarding Prefects Rebecca Ashcroft,
Charlotte Littlejohn, Elma Mammen,
Jonica Rooke
Chapel Verity Campbell
Debating and Public Speaking
Madeleine Rogers
Drama Danielle Boniface

Year 7/8 Annelise Harper, Molly Rennie
Year 8/9 Emma Kardell, Melanie Wong
Year 9/10 Nicola Harlamb, Anna Sutton
Year 10/11 Louise Campbell, Georgia Clark
Year 11/12 Annabelle Druce,
Rebecca Latimer

House Leadership
Chisholm Captain Amy Nelson
Vice Captains Nichola Clift,
Rachael McDonald
Franklin Captain Anna Chapman
Vice Captains Matilda Clifton,
Saffron Sylvester
Gilmore Captain Sophia Nicita
Vice Captains Lauren Clark,
Danielle Fagen
Melba Captain Eliza Hannah
Vice Captains Rachel Lau, Adele Laurie
Prichard Captain Katrina Smith
Vice Captains Samantha Lim, Alana Sargant
Richardson Captain Madeleine O’Meara
Vice Captains Alexandra Kemp,
Hannah Lawton
Tennant Captain Garnet Ho
Vice Captains Adelaide Cloros, Amy Upton
Wright Captain Lucy Phelps
Vice Captains Jocelyn Cunningham,
Miriam Keogh

Junior School
School Captain

Lucia Williamson

Vice School Captain

Aya-Lani Elias

Library Captains

Megan Wang, Jasmine Burton

Athletics Captain

Georgia Fichardt

Music Captain

Amy Severino

Cross Country Captain

Tegan Lee

Skiing Captain

Zali Slunjski

Crusader Leader

Erica Kim

Swimming Captain

Nikita Kyrikos

Environment Captain

Claire Kitching

Tempus Editor

Anoushka Pearson

Gymnastics Captain

Georgia Moore

Tennis Captain

Emma Ross

House

Captains

Vice Captains

Blaxland

Anjali Lambotharan, Abigail Gillman

Ashley Cheung, Marquise Brady Quealey

Lawson

Kimia Nojoumian, Puja Bhatnagar

Katya Lal, Gwendolyn Kong

Macquarie

Lucia Radford, Heidi Zubrinich

Eliza Laithwaite, Ruby Gee

Sturt

Amelia Hansen, Xanthe Condoleon

Callie Watts, Courtney Strong

Wentworth

Arabella Rayner, Aerin Slater

Ruby Selikowitz, Celine Hu
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Christian Purpose
At Abbotsleigh we actively seek to care for and nurture students as
whole people – mentally, physically and spiritually. Our Christian
Purpose is integral to this and runs as a thread throughout the
School. In 2016 this purpose was expressed through the theme:
Engaging minds
Inspiring hearts
Equipping hands
For Christ
All students were encouraged to see ways in which they could
explore and express love for God and others and so enrich the year
for all. This theme is based on the key words of Jesus; ‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind
and with all your strength’ and ‘Love your neighbour as you yourself’
(Mark 12:30-31). As we grasp God’s deep and enduring love for
us, we are called to share this love with others in the way we think,
work, talk and play. In the Junior School these ideas were expressed
using simpler language – Brain, Body and Be.
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The Christian faith is one that engages the mind; it is a reasoned
faith. Our aim is to enable students and our community to engage
in deep thinking as they consider the Bible and the Christian world
view. In our Senior School classrooms, the girls employ critical
thinking, creativity and imagination to engage with the world of
the Bible and reflect on their own life experiences. In the public
sphere, Professor Don Carson of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
gave the Abbotsleigh Lecture on the place of the Christian faith in
society. In 2017 we look forward to hosting Dr Amy Orr-Ewing from
the Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics.
In the middle of our week and at the heart of our school is our
time set apart in chapel to reflect on God’s grace to us in Jesus.
It is often the girls themselves who inspire hearts and model
hands-on service as they share devotions in assembly, engage
in service through student clubs, lead our lunchtime Christian
Groups (CRU), play in the chapel band or report back from
service trips. It was a joy to hear our Chapel Prefect delivering an
outstanding sermon calling on us as a school to reflect on Jesus.
There is space for all students to explore the Christian faith at
their own pace. The grace we reflect on in chapel is experienced
throughout our school as staff seek to uphold our Christian values
and share them with the girls in our care.

In our Senior School classrooms, the girls
employ critical thinking, creativity and
imagination to engage with the world of the
Bible and reflect on their own life experiences.
9

HSC results
Our Year 12 students achieved wonderful success in the 2015 HSC.
According to the Sydney Morning Herald ranking, Abbotsleigh placed
ninth overall in the state and was the top ranked independent
school in NSW for the third year in succession.
These academic results told only one part of the story of this
amazing cohort. They were engaged students and leaders in the
School across all areas, working as a cohesive group, encouraging
and supporting each other in their learning to achieve a remarkable
collective outcome.
Ziqing (Alex) Zhao achieved a remarkable 99.90 ATAR and came
fifth in English as a Second Language in the state. Arriving as a
boarder in Year 10 with limited English, Alex combined strong
academic results with a range of sports. Clare Rogers came to
Abbotsleigh in Year 7 as a boarder and achieved a 99.80 ATAR.
An academic all-rounder, Clare did exceptionally well in Extension
1 English and Extension 2 Mathematics. In addition to strong
contribution in sport, debating and music, she held the leadership
position of Vice Head Prefect – Duties. Zoe Lysaght achieved an
exceptional 99.80 ATAR and was an outstanding sportswoman and
role model for many of our younger girls. Her broad subject base
included Extension 2 Mathematics, Economics, English Advanced
and German. Carmen Tung (Year 12 2016) topped the state in
Mathematics 2U.

2015 student showcases
ARTEXPRESS

Selected
Stephanie Blair – Above and Below
Tileah McGrady – Royal Descent
Marina Palinginis – Through the Lens
Brigitte Podrasky – Disinterested Play
Nominated
Bianca Brummer – The Ever Present Past
Karis Cheng – The Frustrated Muse
Lara Dillon – The Glitz, The Glamour, The Grim Reality
Olivia Hobill Cole – Wasteland
Montana Middendorf – The Ghostly Memories of Elizabeth Bay
Georgia Murray – On Return and What Remains
Isabella Patrick – Coochiemudla Island:
En plein air
Eliza Rennie – Age Will Not Weary Them
Lauren White – Adrift
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Other notable results included: Eleanor Short came third in
Geography; Vanessa White came third in Studies of Religion II;
Meggan Kamsler came fourth in German Continuers; Georgia
Chahoud came sixth in Studies of Religion II; Stephanie Lo came
sixth in English (Standard); Clare O’Rourke came sixth in PDHPE
and ninth in Geography; Caroline Yu came seventh in English
(Advanced); Brigitte Podrasky came eighth in Visual Arts; Zoe
Lysaght came ninth in Economics; Georgia Murray came 10th
in Visual Arts and in 20th Modern History; Camille Ling 11th in
English (Standard) and Aoife Hogan came 16th in Modern History.

Outstanding results by subject
■■ 100% of Abbotsleigh candidature in top band: Chinese 		
Continuers, German Extension, Latin Extension, Music Extension
■■ 100% in the top two bands: Ancient History, Chinese 			
Background Speakers, Drama, English Extension 1, English 		
Extension 2, French Continuers, French Extension, German 		
Continuers, Heritage Chinese (Mandarin), History Extension, 		
Music 1, Music 2, Studies of Religion I, Studies of Religion II
■■ 90% or more of Abbotsleigh candidature in top two bands: 		
Biology, English Advanced, Geography, Mathematics Extension 1, 		
Mathematics Extension 2, Modern History, Visual Arts

DesignTECH

Nominated
Celia Reid – Textile art dress conveying anti-racism of refugees
Emma Bell – In-flight product to combat deep vein thrombosis
Alessandra Burke – Baby glove to promote grasp release to assist
with cerebral palsy
Lily Huynh – Sustainable garment opposing fast fashion
Lauren Rolley – Dress installation advocating funding for clean
water in developing nations

Encore

Nominated
Alison Feng, Rose Forster – composition

OnSTAGE

Nominated
Briony Wright – Chicken Coop
Rachel Drubetsky – Food For Love
Alexandra Moulis – God Forgive Gloriana
Olivia Hobill Cole – The Price of Peace

Band summaries 2015
Band 6

Band 5

Band 4

Number of
students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

Ancient History

27

29.62

7.90

70.37

24.70

0.00

28.04

Biology

36

33.33

5.77

61.11

22.19

5.55

31.62

Business Studies

60

33.33

8.38

55.00

27.50

10.00

30.00

Chinese Background Speakers

1

0.00

12.91

100.00

55.25

0.00

26.87

Chinese Continuers

1

100.00

53.92

0.00

14.70

0.00

20.58

Chemistry

48

18.75

10.72

58.33

30.33

20.83

32.24

Design & Technology

18

55.55

11.55

27.77

24.43

16.66

42.43

Drama

20

75.00

14.36

25.00

28.00

0.00

39.72

Earth & Environmental Science

9

33.33

7.66

44.44

34.93

11.11

29.30

Economics

39

38.46

11.36

41.02

34.49

20.51

28.74

English Advanced

142

52.11

15.40

43.66

42.41

3.52

33.27

English Standard

11

18.18

0.37

18.18

7.94

63.63

33.84

English as a Second Language

3

66.66

3.91

0.00

21.99

33.33

34.44

French Continuers

6

33.33

30.67

66.66

35.62

0.00

20.49

Subject

Geography

48

58.33

8.51

35.41

32.79

6.25

24.95

German Continuers

6

66.66

22.68

33.33

34.03

0.00

27.31

Heritage Chinese (Mandarin)

3

66.66

26.77

33.33

55.11

0.00

15.74

Japanese Beginners

3

33.33

12.94

0.00

24.96

33.33

22.34

Latin Continuers

3

0.00

51.79

66.66

30.25

33.33

12.30

Mathematics

71

42.25

19.63

36.61

32.68

21.12

28.38

Mathematics General

60

31.66

5.60

35.00

20.04

25.00

24.42

Modern History

57

56.14

11.47

36.84

32.18

5.26

28.27

Music 1

8

50.00

16.71

50.00

45.13

0.00

26.62

Music 2

7

71.42

36.59

28.57

51.44

0.00

11.67

PDHPE

43

41.86

8.68

44.18

20.94

13.95

32.53

Physics

19

36.84

8.38

31.57

20.37

26.31

37.30

Senior Science

17

58.82

7.47

29.41

20.54

11.76

31.98

Studies of Religion I

11

72.72

12.63

27.27

38.24

0.00

26.91

Studies of Religion II

8

75.00

6.30

25.00

33.66

0.00

30.52

Visual Arts

22

77.27

12.68

18.18

40.72

4.54

34.27

Band E4

Band E3

Number of
students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

English Extension 1

41

87.80

34.53

12.19

59.55

English Extension 2

15

73.33

26.13

26.66

56.24

French Extension

2

50.00

36.14

50.00

54.81

German Extension

1

100.00

33.82

0.00

63.23

Subject

History Extension

15

40.00

22.00

60.00

56.14

Latin Extension

1

100.00

76.92

0.00

20.00

Mathematics Extension 1

53

45.28

34.30

49.05

49.81

Mathematics Extension 2

33

18.18

36.00

78.78

50.14

Music Extension

3

100.00

56.36

0.00

36.79

11

NAPLAN
Year 3
Lower bands
combined %

Band 4
(%)

Band 5
(%)

Band 6
(%)

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

1.3

5.1

15.4

78.2

98.7

State

29.1

19

23.7

28.1

70.9

AIS NSW

18.2

17

26.2

38.6

81.8

0

6.5

41.6

51.9

100

State

19.1

26.7

37.5

16.6

80.9

AIS NSW

10.5

23.2

43

23.3

89.5

Abbotsleigh

2.6

10.3

23.1

64.1

97.4

State

23.8

21.7

27

27.4

76.2

AIS NSW

14.2

20

29.6

36.2

85.8

Abbotsleigh

2.6

5.1

7.7

84.6

97.4

State

28

19

18.3

34.6

72

16.5

17

18.8

47.6

83.5

Abbotsleigh

9

10.3

25.6

55.1

91

State

39

22.3

19

19.7

61

25.8

22.9

22.3

29

74.2

Lower bands
combined %

Band 6 (%)

Band 7 (%)

Band 8 (%)

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

3.8

12.5

26

57.7

96.2

State

37.7

23.7

23.2

15.4

62.3

Region/AIS NSW

24.1

24.4

28.5

23

75.9

Abbotsleigh

10.7

21.4

32

35.9

89.3

State

50.1

31.3

13.5

5.2

49.9

Region/AIS NSW

37

35.6

19.3

8.1

63

Abbotsleigh

7.7

15.4

22.1

54.8

92.3

State

36.4

30.4

17.7

15.5

63.6

Region/AIS NSW

25.1

32.2

21.9

20.9

74.9

Abbotsleigh

2.9

7.7

15.4

74

97.1

State

35.8

23.4

19.9

20.9

64.2

Region/AIS NSW

23.1

23.3

23.6

29.9

76.9

Abbotsleigh

4.8

17.3

15.4

62.5

95.2

State

43

26.6

15

15.5

57

28.4

28.4

20.3

22.9

71.6

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Abbotsleigh

AIS NSW
Numeracy

AIS NSW

Year 5
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Region/AIS NSW
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NAPLAN
Year 7
Lower bands
combined %

Band 7 %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Higher bands
combined %

5.1

14.7

29.5

50.6

94.8

State

46.8

23.1

18

12

53.1

AIS NSW

31.2

25.9

24.4

18.5

68.8

Abbotsleigh

18.6

27.6

32.1

21.8

81.5

State

58.2

24.1

13.3

4.5

41.9

AIS NSW

45.5

29.3

18.1

7.0

54.4

Abbotsleigh

7.7

17.9

36.5

37.8

92.2

State

37.8

28.1

21.8

12.3

62.2

AIS NSW

26.7

30.4

27.5

15.4

73.3

Abbotsleigh

5.8

9.6

25

59.6

94.2

State

42.8

26.4

15.6

15.2

57.2

AIS NSW

28.4

28.8

21

21.7

71.5

Abbotsleigh

1.9

15.5

25.2

57.4

98.1

State

39.3

29.3

17.7

13.7

60.7

AIS NSW

22.9

31.6

25.5

20

77.1

Lowerbands
combined %

Band 8 (%)

Band 9 (%)

Band 10 (%)

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

13.8

22.8

35.9

27.6

86.3

State

49.1

26.2

16.9

7.9

51

33

29.6

24.5

12.9

67

27.7

29.2

25

18.1

72.3

65

22.6

8.2

4.2

35

AIS NSW

52.4

28.8

12.2

6.6

47.6

Abbotsleigh

19.3

27.6

30.3

22.8

80.7

State

44.9

29.5

17.1

8.4

55

33

33.4

23

10.6

67

Abbotsleigh

22.8

17.9

28.3

31

77.2

State

58.1

19.7

13.4

8.8

41.9

AIS NSW

43.5

24.2

18.7

13.5

56.4

Abbotsleigh

3.5

21.4

24.1

51

96.5

State

47.2

25.9

15.9

11.5

53.3

AIS NSW

28.5

30.6

23.9

17.0

71.5

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh

Year 9
Subject

Reading

AIS NSW

Writing

Abbotsleigh
State

Spelling

AIS NSW

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy
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Competition results
JUNIOR SCHOOL
The International Competitions
and Assessments for Schools
(ICAS) awards

English
Years 3-6 participated

■■ Two medals (Anna Chua and
Arwyn Stone)
■■ 19 high distinctions
■■ 61 distinctions
■■ 106 credits
■■ 41 merits

Information Technologies
Years 3, 5, 6 participated

■■ One medal (Felicity Hu)
■■ 4 high distinctions
■■ 44 distinctions
■■ 70 credits

Westmead Children’s Hospital
Art Competition
Michelle Lin (6G), Celine Hu (6L), Amelie Morgan
(6L), Amelie Kumarasinghe (6G) were selected to
be hung in the exhibition. Amelie Kumarasinghe’s
work was selected for the exhibition invitation.
Primary Division of NSW Interschool Girls’
Team Chess Challenge 2016
Gwyneth Leung (6D), Jennifer Riley (6L),
Monique Tran (5O) achieved first place

STANSW
Young Scientist Awards
Arwyn Stone was selected as a prize winner for
her entry, Spelling – How much do we know?

Mathematical Association of NSW
Class 6G received a merit award for Step by Step:
An investigation exploring if Abbotsleigh teachers
and students are taking enough
steps to maintain a healthy lifestyle?

WriteOn – the Board of Studies,
Teaching and Educational Standards
NSW writing competition
Laura Halliday received a gold medal
Jolan Guo received a bronze award
Dorothea MacKellar Poetry Competition
Laura Halliday was awarded first place
for her poem, My Gran

Claire Kitching was selected as a prize winner
for her entry, What effect, if any, does protein
powder have on the weight patterns of second
stage meal worms?

■■ 19 merits

Mathematics
Years 2-6 participated

■■ 15 high distinctions
■■ 92 distinctions
■■ 115 credits
■■ 48 merits

Science
Years 3-6 participated

■■ 9 high distinctions
■■ 49 distinctions
■■ 117 credits
■■ 35 merits

SDN A Debating Team

Spelling

SDN Debating Awards

Year 4 participated

Teams A and B won their grand finals,
achieving first place in the competition

■■ 5 high distinctions
■■ 9 distinctions

A Team: Jasmine Burton, Eliza Evans,
Abigail Gillman, Laura Halliday,
Anjali Lambotharan, Arwyn Stone

■■ 31 credits
■■ 5 merits

B Team: Olivia Bell, Anna Chua,
Nikita Kyrikos, Jennifer Riley,
Zali Slunjski, Victoria Teo

Writing
Years 3-6 participated

■■ One medal (Caroline Gu)
■■ 40 high distinctions
■■ 68 distinctions
■■ 106 credits
■■ 45 merits
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SDN B Debating Team

Competition results
SENIOR SCHOOL
Languages

Abbotsleigh Mathematics Challenge
■■ Year 10 prize: Amelia Martin
■■ Year 9 prize: Chelsea Chaffey and Madeline Choi

Language Perfect World Championships

■■ Year 8 prize: Kira Trahana

■■ Jacinta Lin (Year 10) came 2nd in the world for Latin

■■ 11 high distinctions

■■ Abbotsleigh was 1st in NSW for the 501-1000 students
category (out of 29 schools)

■■ 25 distinctions

Computational and Algorithmic
Goethe Institut School Film Festival
Rebecca St Vincent and Winona Lu made the finals of
the competition, and Boya Zhang, Amelia Martin and
Sophie de Salis won their division
Erika Lo (Year 11 German) was awarded a SAGSE scholarship
to study, reside and travel in Germany in the Christmas holidays

Information and Software Technologies
NCSS Programming Challenge
Beginners

Thinking (CAT) Competition
■■ 3 high distinctions
■■ 13 distinctions
■■ 40 credits

Science
Big Science Competition
A total 204 Abbotsleigh girls entered

■■ 19 high distinctions
■■ 40 distinctions

■■ 4 perfect scores

■■ 68 credits

Intermediate

ICAS Science Competition

■■ 3 perfect scores

A total 625 Abbotsleigh girls entered

■■ 12 high distinctions

■■ 19 high distinctions

■■ 2 distinctions

■■ 73 distinctions

■■ 2 merits

■■ 191 credits

■■ 3 participations

Chemistry Quiz

Mathematics

A total 358 Abbotsleigh girls entered

Australian Mathematics Competition

■■ 3 high distinctions Excellence; this is the highest
award – Kira Trahana (Year 8), Sarah Chang and
Hannah Loh (Year 10)

Yuexi He (Year 7) received a Best in School award

■■ 16 high distinctions
■■ 118 distinctions
■■ 206 credits

UNSW School Mathematics Competition
■■ 1 distinction
■■ 2 credits

UNSW ICAS Mathematics Competition
Emily Chan (Year 9) and Winnie Yuan (Year 10)
received a Principal’s Award

■■ 22 high distinctions
■■ 128 distinctions
■■ 198 credits

Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiad
A total of 147 girls from Years 7 and 8 entered

■■ 26 high distinctions
■■ 50 distinctions
■■ 64 credits

National Titration Competition
■■ One team through to nationals
■■ Two gold medals and one silver
University of Sydney Gifted and Talented Discovery Program
10 students from Years 8 and 9 of 2015 received invitations
to attend this program after sitting the qualifying examination

Social Sciences
University of Newcastle Year 11 Business Plan Challenge
One class of twenty five Year 11 students entered into
the challenge and were selected to enter the next level
of the competition.

■■ 25 students placed in the top 10%
■■ 44 students placed in the top 25%
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Early Learning
Professional development
This year has seen the ELC focus further on how we document the
children’s learning making it more visible to our community. Earlier
in the year, eight educators attended in-residence programs with
Ann Pelo, a highly regarded teacher educator, program consultant
and author, whose work is anchored by a commitment to the right
of educators to be intellectually, emotionally and spiritually engaged
by their work. Throughout these programs, educators deconstructed
the Thinking Lens™ as a protocol for inquiry based learning with our
children at the ELC. This framework partners beautifully with the ELC’s
Reggio Emilia influenced program, recognising even our youngest
infants as knowledgeable and valuable contributors.
Relevant, inquiry based learning underpins the practice and teaching
at the ELC. The educators are implementing the Thinking Lens™
protocol as a framework for adding further depth to their work.
This protocol also influences the manner in which the educators
write individual learning stories and share weekly news through
our digital portfolio platform, Storypark. Our Special Projects Team
presented at the Early Childhood Australia Conference held in Darwin
this year, where their presentation, ‘Steaming ahead’, encouraged
others to continue to reflect on their professional practice so as to
offer meaningful and authentic learning experiences.

Further supporting staff in holistic development our Junior School
Counsellor, Mrs Anna O’Meara offered training in the Circle of
Security to our educators, and later to our parents.
This valuable parenting program delves into attachment theory
and providing a healthy, secure base for children.
This year has also seen the accreditation of our early childhood
teachers as a legislative requirement due to an amendment made
in 2014 to the Teacher Accreditation Act 2004, which stipulated
that early childhood teachers are to be considered for inclusion
within the scope of the Act. The accreditation granted allows for
early childhood teachers to be recognised for professional standing
within the community. We are delighted that all of our early
childhood teachers were granted Proficient accreditation.
Our teachers will maintain their accreditation status with
ongoing professional development.

STEAM and Maker Education
STEAM and Makerspace continued to be an area of development
within in the ELC. The ELC’s inquiry this year was ‘connections’.
The families and the wider Abbotsleigh community donated
recycled boxes and containers, giving the children open
ended materials to tinker with and consider the possibilities
of construction, a concept further stretched by the educators.
STEAM activities are a wonderful opportunity to learn
collaboratively. The searches undertaken offer each child the
gift of real discovery, rather than just being told facts and answers.
Educators use open ended questions, thus allowing the children to
develop their language and communicate their ideas and theories.
Inquiries begin with a ‘provocation’ or problem, requiring the
children to develop the skills of observation, theory formulation,
experimentation, testing and analysis. Our early learners are
then encouraged to test and retest their theories in order to
reach a solution. Of course their solutions are unique and
true to each child, and we celebrate their diverse outcomes,
acknowledging the processes and learning that have taken place.
The children were active participants over Science Week, with
this year’s theme, ‘Drones, Droids and Robots!’ The children
interacted with varying robots ranging from MIP to Spheros,
and even the large ball throwing robot that was built by the
girls in the Senior School Robotics Club led by Mrs Filan.
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Our Special Projects Team presented at the Early
Childhood Australia Conference held in Darwin
this year, where their presentation, ‘Steaming
ahead’, encouraged others to continue to reflect
on their professional practice so as to offer
meaningful and authentic learning experiences.

The children’s assumptions of what robots should look like
were challenged by the variety of robots. They inquired about the
different wires and colours of buttons, whilst others wondered
where the robot’s head was. The children learnt how to manipulate
and maneuver the smaller robots with the use of iPads or control
panels. Bee Bots were another firm favourite amongst the children.
When presented with programming challenges, even our 2-year-olds
considered possibilities and then attempted to order their thoughts
so as to move the Bee Bots along a path to reach the destinations.

Outdoor learning
Earlier in the year the ELC purchased a four seater stroller for the
infant program. It only took one outing to show our young learners
that the ‘buggy’ opened up opportunities to venture out into our
greater community. We also purchased wet weather gear for all
age groups so that the wind, cold and rain were not deterrents,
but rather added to learning experiences.
Our older children spent time in the Betty Archdale Library at the
Senior School, enjoying wonderful storytime sessions with the
Senior School girls. Their interactions were significant in further
developing understandings relating to how many people can be
part of a whole school community.
The Abbotsleigh Centre for Environmental Education (ACEE)
continues to offer wonderful possibilities for valuable, natural
learning to the children of the ELC. The 2-3-year-old children
greatly enjoyed the bus trip where they gained an understanding
of road safety and the need to remain seated with seatbelts on.
Once at the ACEE they explored the environment and created
group games, taking full advantage of the new surroundings
with their peers.
The 3-4-year-old children drew on the memories from the
previous year and soon engaged in play that encouraged
social development and negotiation skills. The children
in the 4-5-year-old group continued to visit the ACEE on a
weekly basis throughout the year where they interacted with
the environment in creative ways and challenged themselves

physically, cognitively and emotionally, while developing their sense
of self as an individual and within their community.
As the year progressed it was very evident to all educators
and children how nature offers a layer of complexity in learning
where healthy risk opportunities are experienced within a safe
and supportive environment. The ELC finally held their Celebration
of Learning with a focus on outdoor learning, which showcased
the richness of the experiences that the children had encountered
over the year.
Back at the ELC, our educators worked in teams – researching,
collaborating and problem solving to design different areas within
our own outdoor environment. We now boast vertical gardens,
cared for by the children, custom made, low, wooden benches,
large planter boxes made from recycled storage trunks, a purpose
built mud kitchen that is able to withstand the elements and
amazing, gritty creations made by our students. The outdoor
art space has also been a focus and now houses many of our
resources relating to Maker Education and STEAM.

Service-Learning
Our children have continued to participate in supporting those in
need in the broader context. They actively contributed to World
Vision, the Red Cross Great Cake Bake and Jeans for Genes.
This past year we considered how children in our country may
experience hardship due to their heritage. We celebrated NAIDOC
Week where the children explored what it meant for everyone to
be Australian and how we all have wonderful attributes to offer,
making our country rich with diversity. By supporting the children
in building an understanding of difference, the educators foster a
healthy respect for all people, assisting the children to
truly connect with our country.
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Junior School
Engaged and optimal learning occurs when we are able to make
connections with prior experiences and see patterns. It is therefore
surprising when we look at the siloed methodology of past years,
where subjects were presented as discrete and unrelated. We now
recognise the essential imperative of helping our girls see, make
sense of and build understanding through interdisciplinary pursuits.
This year in the Junior School we have sought to identify broad
concepts and then find means of exploring them across discipline
boundaries. Learning capabilities are not subject specific, rather
they are applicable across all domains. The ability to think critically
and creatively, engage confidently and persistently and to welcome
mistakes as integral to learning are vital attributes in all contexts
and subjects.
Complexity of learning comes when we layer the multiple demands
of our community. How do we embed our Christian Purpose in an
increasingly secular society? What are the ethical considerations
when working to support refugees? What codes of behaviour are
needed when engaging in Service-Learning opportunities with St
Lucy’s? How do we build respect and protect our environment in
our disposable, consumerist society? We want girls who are able
to respond positively to these important questions. None can
be answered in isolation; all require wisdom and insight gained
through interdisciplinary learning. Our role as educators demands
that we explicitly teach in a manner that helps the girls to see these
connections and grapple with making meaning of
the consequences.
The following excerpts and the later description of our Maker
Education projects demonstrate the multiplicity of ways in which
we are helping the girls see that learning is interdisciplinary,
rigorous, ethically challenging and rich.

Exploring what is real in Transition
Transition was excited to investigate dinosaurs this year as part of
their fortnightly visits to the ACEE. The girls identified and classified
animate and inanimate objects. After learning which characteristics
an object requires to be classified as living, the girls’ knowledge
was put to a real test around the campfire where they debated
whether fire was alive or not based on its qualities.
Transition also researched dinosaur species and their habitats,
diets, social behaviours, camouflage and protection methods
that could affect the dinosaurs’ suitability to live in different
environments. Combining their scientific knowledge and creative
thinking, the girls designed a dinosaur suitable to live at the ACEE.
To further challenge the girls and integrate their ideas with
information communication technologies, they worked in small
groups to transfer and adapt their dinosaur designs into digital
images using iPads. They also used technology to make connections
with the Royal Tyrrell Museum in Canada through a virtual learning
studio where the girls learnt about fossils and skeletons.

A highlight was the visit to the Powerhouse
Museum where the girls observed the kinds of
vehicles that have shaped our way of life, including
some grand and gracious vehicles of the past,
space exploration vehicles and a car sectioned and
powered to reveal its construction and operation.
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Reaching out through Service-Learning
in Kindergarten
Kindergarten girls investigated and explored the many ways that
farms help to meet their needs from scientific and social impact
perspectives. Understanding the interconnectedness of weather
patterns and life on the land, they quickly came to appreciate the
potentially dire impact of the weather on farming communities.
Mathematics lessons were undertaken with a focus on
measurement, data collection and problem solving and the girls then
embarked on a Service-Learning project as a way of showing support
for farmers experiencing the effects of drought.
The girls commenced their Service-Learning project by learning the
skills of French knitting. With persistence and the support of their
Year 6 buddies at lunchtimes, the resulting multi-coloured scarves
were then used to dress teddies that were sold to raise funds for the
drought-stricken farmers.
Knitting provided an opportunity to synthesise learning in an
authentic and meaningful way whilst heightening understanding for
the plight of farmers. Our Kindergarten girls were empowered by the
knowledge that they could contribute to their broader community.

Connections with community in Year 1
Fascinating links were found by Year 1 girls between their
study of community helpers in HSIE and mini beasts in Science.
Connections were made between the designated working roles
within the ant and bee communities and the different roles found
in a human neighbourhood. Community volunteer visits and the
excursion to Wahroonga Village contributed to an enhanced
understanding of community roles and responsibilities, the services
they provide and how they meet our needs.
Research then expanded into different mini beast communities
where the girls discovered the interdependency that linked roles
and responsibilities to the survival of the community.
This mini beast investigation led the girls to devise ways to stop
the rapidly declining bee population. Some of the thoughtful ideas
included promoting community awareness through
video creation,

bee hospitals and medicines to combat their diseases, robots to
capture garden pests in a humane farming approach and pollination
machines to help the bees do their job.

given to us by Marian Clarke. This deeper appreciation of our
history saw the girls embark upon a project based, learning
inspired task.

The activity demonstrated to the girls that if they can imagine ways
to make a difference, they will have a powerful voice in their world.

After visiting the Archives in the Senior School, the girls designed
a memento to represent their place in the history of Abbotsleigh.
They kept a process journal documenting design changes, peer
feedback and a justification of their symbolic representation.
As a celebration of their learning journey, the mementoes were
showcased at the Year 3 History Expo where staff, students and
parents alike came to together to applaud the girls’ creations.

Transport and technology in Year 2
Year 2 girls investigated and explored how transport systems are built
and interconnect to better understand how real transport solutions
need to be responsive to the requirements of our community.
A highlight was the visit to the Powerhouse Museum where the
girls observed the kinds of vehicles that have shaped our way of
life, including some grand and gracious vehicles of the past, space
exploration vehicles and a car sectioned and powered to reveal its
construction and operation. Using scientific inquiry, they considered
how changing forms of transport technology met society’s need to be
quick, sustainable and quiet.
Research was undertaken to source different transport pictures as a
stimulus for a discussion on the shapes visible in different modes of
transport. The Makers Empire software program allowed the girls to
design and create their own 3D transport models using the 3D printer.
Selected Year 2 girls were invited to attend an Awesome Engineers
workshop. Charlotte Parasyn and Nicole Gabonian built a steam
driven paddle boat, recreated the Eiffel Tower and made a working
hovercraft. The many challenges along the way required problem
solving that led to the satisfaction of a solution.
‘Awesome Engineers’ reflectioned: ‘I particularly enjoyed the challenge
of the boat construction. It was difficult making it waterproof and I
was amazed at how much tape it required to fill the cracks. A candle
was then used to propel the boat forward which was very exciting.’
Charlotte. ‘My favourite activity was constructing the Eiffel Tower out of
newspaper. The difficulty with the construction was creating a strong
base that would support the tower.’ Nicole.

Appreciating history
in Year 3
Abbotsleigh girls are encouraged
to be courageous, constructive
and compassionate world
citizens. This is something we
strive for at all ages for all our
girls. Understandably, this looks
different across all levels of the
School. The Year 3 girls focused
on the history of Abbotsleigh;
looking at significant individuals
and events that contributed to
changes in our community over
time. The first step to being an
influential world citizen is to
be a considerate and active
participant in your
own community.

It was most rewarding to observe the girls’ strengthened sense
of belonging and connection to Abbotsleigh as they came to better
understand their role as active members of our school and the
wider community.

Collaboration integral to survival in Year 4
What does it look like to work together as a team in order to survive?
Year 4 girls explored this concept by working collaboratively in a
simulated stranded island context. They negotiated the rules and
routines they would need to implement in order to maintain a
harmonious society. Teams had to consider the environmental
elements and compromise their individual needs in order to reflect
the team’s best interests.
Additionally, students identified the need to use their scientific
knowledge to research means to improve conditions of life for all
humanity. Through exploration and hands on experimentation, the
girls drew connections between microbiology and human survival.
Throughout the term, the girls investigated, explored and created
in order to present their Free Learning Independent Project (FLIP)
about a personal area of interest. During this integrated unit,
Literacy Circles were used to scaffold discussions and to enrich
the girls’ critical and creative thinking skills. This held them in
good stead for the culmination activity of the Amazing Race in
the learning space of the ACEE.
Grounded in the concept of survival, teams of students saw
themselves immersed in an experiential world in which they
unlocked clues, overcame challenges and worked fearlessly
as a team. With grit and growth mindsets, the students of
Year 4 prevailed against all adversities to achieve the ultimate
goal: survival.

The History unit achieved
just this by challenging
the girls to reflect on
the heritage of our
school by examining the
contributions of each
of our Headmistresses.
Specifically, they studied
the crest and motto
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Virtually possible in Year 5

Journeys: Service-Learning in Year 6

Years of tradition have seen the Year 5 students participate in
a simulated gold rush in the Junior School playground. With
great excitement and determination, students tried their luck and
sought their fortune in the dirt and leaf litter under the gum trees.
Changing times saw changing practices with Year 5 2016 being
the first group of students to join a ‘virtual’ gold rush in a
customised Minecraft world.

Through the concept of ‘Journeys’, Year 6 was immersed in the
stories of refugees who have made another country their home.
To provoke thinking, we started the unit with a simulation activity
intended to stimulate the sense of loss and uncertainty of those
who are forced to leave the country of their birth. Year 6 found this
to be a confronting yet powerful experience that served as the first
of many steps towards understanding the plight of refugees.

As in past years, some were lucky, some were not; some mined
determinedly, some not as much. In an effort to replicate inequalities
on the goldfields of the 1850s, this year’s students were allocated
varying degrees of privilege. Some students found themselves
beginning their search with the benefit of multiple tools and materials
at their disposal, while others did not.

The next step in ensuring that the learning for our girls was
significant was through our Service-Learning project that aimed to
assist families in the Auburn Refugee House through the work of
the Salvation Army. Many of these families had very little with which
to commence their new lives in Australia. To help make their start
a little easier, the Year 6 girls held a cupcake stall and backpack
drive to raise funds and collect goods for these families in need.
The Year 6 girls also gave of their time by making pillows that were
included in the backpacks.

Over the course of the project it was intriguing to observe the
ways in which different students overcame challenges, learnt to
negotiate with others, discovered the importance of persistence and
developed problem solving skills. Mining partnerships were formed,
fortunes were made, fortunes were lost, buildings were constructed,
a general store opened and hundreds of tunnels were dug in pursuit
of virtual gold.
Students’ engagement was high and positive outcomes were
achieved. Such learning was facilitated by the introduction of a one
to one laptop program for all girls this year. With virtual environments
becoming more of a reality in today’s world and into the future, it
is important that our students can safely navigate, interact and
ultimately learn to construct such environments.
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To celebrate the learning that had taken place, the girls took part
in a culmination activity titled ‘Stories from a Suitcase’. They were
required, for a few short hours, to step into the shoes of a refugee
they had learnt about. Using a suitcase filled with significant
artefacts, they shared the story of their journey with the
Abbotsleigh community.
Don’t judge my path if you haven’t walked my journey. For Year 6,
these learning experiences brought them one step closer.

Christian Studies
In our first Chapel of the year, students were challenged to consider
how they would engage their brain, the way they would actively
involve their body and who they would be as they participated in
school life. They were encouraged to see ways they could explore
and express love for God and others and so enrich the experience
of the school year for themselves and the school community.
Our weekly giving to World Vision and our support of The School
of St Jude’s in Tanzania helps students to enable other children
to benefit from the opportunities that education brings.
Students have also proposed, planned and organised events
to raise funds and awareness to assist the work of a variety of
charities. It is inspirational to see young children finding voice
and making a difference in the lives of others. We seek to make
such behaviour habitual.

The next step in ensuring that the learning for our girls
was significant was through our Service-Learning project
that aimed to assist families in the Auburn Refugee
House through the work of the Salvation Army.
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Senior School
2016 in the Senior School has been marked by innovation,
teamwork, creativity and celebration.
Our girls have continued to excel in the STEAM subjects of Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics. Using their skills and
working in teams, Year 7 solved questions and designed solutions
to real world problems, while our robotics team, ARTEMIS, found
success locally and beyond. We proudly celebrated their Australian
victory only to watch them compete with distinction in St Louis in
their very first international competition. The girls used strategy and
a wide range of technical skills to design, build, test and employ
their robot with amazing success. Not only were the girls wonderful
competitors, but they engaged with the other teams in ways which
brought them great credit.
The arts have also been an area of success this year. Drama,
dance, music and production teams combined to create our
energetic and uplifting Senior School musical Hairspray. Public
speaking and debating continued to go from strength to strength
in 2016. Our debaters won the Archdale and the SDN competitions,
and our Year 10 girls won their age group of the ISDA grand final,
all outstanding achievements. Hosting the annual Festival of Speech
in the 100th year of the AHIGS saw girls from the 32 member
schools use their voices to engage with big ideas and to reflect on
the beauty and complexity of the world in which we live through
poetry, prose reading, public speaking, current affairs and religious
and ethical questions. In addition to these pursuits our musicians
have also displayed their talents in solo, ensemble and orchestral
performances. Whether at assembly, in special events, as a
backdrop to festivals or a focus for achievement, our girls continue
to display remarkable poise and talent.
Our Service-Learning focus for the year was Reach for Refuge
where girls demonstrated their growing understanding of an
international dilemma and the ways in which their Christian values
can be employed. Our Year 9 girls considered the importance of
‘peacemakers’ in their Wheeldon Cup celebration and our Year 10
girls showed creativity and teamwork in their ALE projects. A growing
understanding of global connections was demonstrated in our
colourful and creative International Day celebration.
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These pursuits were all underpinned by an authentic and innovative
ministry led by our Chaplain Rev Jenni Stoddart. As our Senior School
girls learn more about their world and its inherent challenges, they
are encouraged to think more deeply about their own identity
and faith. We have celebrated student led chapels and a dynamic
and growing CRU community.
We also congratulate our 2016 student leaders. The Middle School
girls led a wonderful assembly in Term 3 and Year 8 showed their
community spirit in the Summer Festival. Our Year 12 cohort have
been a wonderful group of role models, reminding us to show grace,
gratitude and generosity. They brought a sense of fun and creativity
to our assemblies and events. Our year has ended with our Year 11
girls stepping up to leadership with a fitting reminder that we are
‘Better together’. Across sporting, cultural, academic and service
opportunities, the creativity and teamwork of our girls is cause for
constant celebration.

Christian Studies
What does it mean to be human? What does the good life look
like? What does it mean to be spiritual? Christian Studies plays
a key role in achieving Abbotsleigh’s Christian Purpose by
engaging our girls in critical thinking about life and faith. The
Christian Studies curriculum enables our students to be well
informed on biblical teaching perspectives and practices. By
exploring the biblical worldview, students are equipped to think
about faith and their own response to the claims of Jesus.
This exploration begins in the earliest days of Year 7 in the Chapel.
Why is this space here? What does it signify about this school?
Who is this Jesus at the centre of Christian belief? Throughout
Years 8 and 9 this exploration takes students from the ancient
world of Abraham to the lives of Jesus’ first disciples. They then
explore the impact of biblical faith on the Christian resistance
during World War 2 and in the life of a young Hawaiian who
becomes a world renowned surfer. Years 10 to 12 engage with the
big questions of life, discovering world religions and contemplating
how worldviews shape our perspectives. In the Year 11 program,

the girls connect with representatives from the five major world
religions and seek to understand the core of their beliefs. Students
in Years 11 and 12 may also take up an external theology course
offered through Moore Theological College and pursue focused
work through the Studies of Religion HSC Course.
The Christian Studies program seeks to honour Jesus as the one
who shows us what it is to be truly human through a commitment
to the Bible as the inspired word of God and a focus on engaging
with life’s big questions and contemporary moral problems.

Drama
Creativity in making and performing in Drama is at the heart
of developing our students’ skills and theatre experiences.
We strive to stimulate and strengthen critical and creative
thinking and learning in classrooms and onstage experiences,
in collaborative group work, decision making and team skills for
performance. We use the elements of drama to enhance confidence,
belief, trust and commitment as well as engaging an audience with
an open and positive attitude to experiential learning.
The success of our programs is evidenced by our continuing
high percentage of nominations for OnSTAGE. At this very
highest level our girls demonstrate their ability to devise and
perform with flair and success; tangible proof of the strength
of creativity in Abbotsleigh Drama.
During the year our girls enjoyed a wide range of performance
opportunities including our production of Hairspray, our
Shakespeare Festival, Theatresports, Greek drama, student
directed and Senior School plays. It has been a joy to see our
girls share their talents, insights and expressive gifts.

English
The goal of the English Department is to engender in the girls a
love of literature. We reach for this through our own passion for
the plays we see, the novels we read and the films we enjoy. This
passion is shared with the girls as we delve with them into the
riches that exist in the texts we study. We teach them to analyse
effectively, and to write in an elegant and intelligent manner. We
work carefully with the students from Years 7-12 to nurture their
love of learning and their love of literature. One measure of this
achievement is the HSC. We were placed third in the Higher School
Certificate in 2015, after Sydney Girls High and James Ruse, two of
the state’s elite selective schools. The whole department shared in
this achievement.
We have had our first scholarship student from Sydney University,
Ms Katrina Young, who has been working with the teachers to learn
the craft of teaching. We have enjoyed watching her blossom over
the course of the year and the girls have responded well to her
structured and engaging lessons.
Year 8 were treated to Bell Shakespeare’s Such Sweet Sorrow, a
brief but brilliant rendition of Romeo and Juliet, which forms part
of the year’s study. As part of their research for their Major Works
the Year 12 Extension students visited the State Library and the
Museum of Modern Art.
Abbreviate, Abbotsleigh’s short film festival run by Dr Carter, ran
again this year with a palm tree as the signature item. Each year
the quality of the films is refined and the competition for the four
awards increases. At the Abbreviate assembly in Term 4 the awards
(Best Film, Best Performance, Best Use of Signature Item, and the
People’s Choice Award) were announced. The competition was
open to all students in the Senior School.

History
2016 was a productive and dynamic year for the Abbotsleigh
History Department in the classroom. Through challenging and
engaging assessment tasks and excursions, guest speakers
and video conferences, History students encountered a variety
of aspects of the past and worked hard to gain a deeper
understanding of it. While all History courses have a content base,
the acquisition of historical skills and understanding of concepts
is just as important as learning detail. We wish to foster strong
historical thinking, and questioning and inquiring minds; essential
skills for survival in the modern world. Students are encouraged
to communicate their knowledge using a wide range of methods.
The capacity to enter the world of the past and understand it from
another’s point of view, the recognition of differing perspectives
and the role of both significance and contestability are greatly
valued so that all students are able to become active, informed
and involved world citizens.
Some highlights of the year included the Year 7 students availing
themselves of the Maker Space in order to create an historical
game based on the Silk Road in Ancient China. The Year 9 Elective
classes attended an excursion to the Museum of Sydney and the
Police and Justice Museum where they were addressed by the
senior curators of both institutions to find out about the thinking
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and planning that goes on behind the construction of museum
displays. The Year 12 Showcase presented the magnificent research
essays of the History Extension students, reflecting the diverse
range of topics and the complex, sophisticated questions they
tackled. History is indeed an unending dialogue with the past and
Abbotsleigh students are deeply engaged in the conversation.

Languages
The Languages Department seeks to awaken students’ interests in
and enthusiasm for other cultures by giving them experiences to gain
confidence in expressing themselves in their chosen language. Every
class lesson has an element of speaking and these activities can be
a source of great fun.
Other experiences that make language learning even more real and
relevant, such as our connections with sister schools in France,
Germany, China and Japan add another dimension. Students from
Year 10 have exchanges with these sister schools and Abbotsleigh
warmly welcomes their host sisters when they stay here. We bring
these girls into our other classes to speak and answer questions
about cultural topics in the target language.
Every two years, groups travel to these countries as supervised
Abbotsleigh tours, which always include a homestay experience
to expose girls to authentic family life situations. This makes the
experience in that country significantly more than just a tourist visit.
This year groups have travelled to Japan and China, and in 2017
Germany and New Caledonia will be the focus.
Here at home, we actively seek creative ways to practise our
languages. Year 9 Chinese students exchange letters in Chinese
with their Knox counterparts, and senior language speaking
practice days see lively conversations with students from Knox
and other schools.
Events like International Day, where students showcase their talents
from other cultures, Year 8 and Year 10 Languages Days, and Year
11 and 12 speaking days with students from other schools all add
to the range of experiences that develop confident linguists.

Mathematics
Our commitment to Mathematics is borne out by the fact that all
students from Years 7 to 11 study a Mathematics course and more
than 90% of the Year 12 cohort include the subject in their HSC
program, with around half of them studying at the highest levels. We
therefore seek to create an environment where creativity, innovation,
critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration are
part of the learning experience.
Our programs are designed to facilitate opportunities
for curiosity and deeper understanding. A wide variety of learning
activities is offered and students are encouraged to explore ideas
from many perspectives. Throughout the senior years of
Mathematics education at Abbotsleigh,
the girls are challenged
to take a complex
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mathematical problem, analyse it, reflect upon it and create a logical,
reasoned response.
In their classes, the girls are given many opportunities to listen,
question, discuss and explain. Technology and appropriate
software are critical for today’s Mathematics student as a tool
for communication. Virtual manipulatives give students prompts,
feedback and answers to problems, allowing the students thoughtful
self exploration. This year our girls have enjoyed using Desmos,
GeoGebra, efofex, Autograph, Mathletics, Hotmaths, Minecraft
and Scratch coding.
In their Mathematics classes the girls are given opportunities
for deeper thinking and not just to get ‘the right answer’. Collaboration
on solving problems and applications to real life situations afford
the students the opportunity to explore a range of approaches
to mathematical solutions. We strive to develop the numeracy
capabilities that all students will need in their personal, work and
civic life, and provide the fundamentals on which mathematical
specialties and professional applications of Mathematics can be built.

Music
‘Inspired: Music written for, by and about women’ was the theme
for this year’s Farewell to Year 12 Concert, and in many ways,
inspiration and the exploration of creativity has been a theme running
through the year.
Unlocking creativity in our students, engaging new perspectives,
developing the skills required to realise artistic vision and building the
courage to present this vision to an audience is the ongoing teaching
and learning dialogue that occurs in Music. We recognise that powerful
learning happens both in and outside the classroom and this year has
focused on extending our girls through opportunities to collaborate with
people from diverse disciplines, ages and contexts.
Students from Junior and Senior Schools have collaborated on a
number of performance projects that offered valuable learning
experiences and perspectives for all involved. Nationally recognised
musicians such as the violist Jane Hazelwood, jazz musician Kevin Hunt
and composers Dr Humberstone and Dr Vines have worked with girls
on a variety of extension projects.
A highlight of the 2016 Music calendar was the short residency
with international guest teacher, Floyd Cooley, ex-chair Tuba of San
Francisco Symphony, and the masterclass with the internationally
acclaimed Jerusalem Quartet.
Closer to home, the students extended their exploration of creativity
across disciplines. One example of this was evident at Abbotsleigh’s
Glow Festival, where student led projects saw Music and
Science combine to create mesmerising
performances

illustrating how music sound waves and light interact using a
Rubens Tube. It is impossible to encapsulate the breadth of student
creativity that is daily exercised in Abbotsleigh Music; however, one
element that is always apparent is ‘inspiration’.

PDHPE
The practical element of Physical Education allows the students to
extend their skills and strategies in a range of sporting activities.
This year, students have participated in a range of less traditional
sports and physical activities with a game-sense approach, placing
the game rather than individual skills at the core of the lesson.
Such activities have included Gaelic football, gripball, kingball and
tchoukball. Participating, engaging and reflecting on these more
obscure sports develops great interest and conscious processing
of strategies and tactics. These developed strategies can then, in
many instances, be transferred to more traditional sports such as
netball, hockey and football.
This year saw some exciting project work in PDHPE. Year 9 selected
adolescent issues of interest and concern such as healthy food
habits, road safety and drug use to research and present. In small
groups they had the freedom to explore current issues related
to the topics alongside scaffolded questioning. This freedom in
project direction saw unified group work and enabled the students
to create unique and interesting Pecha Kucha presentations, which
used narration across 20 slides featuring visuals only on screen
for 20 seconds each.
11PDHPE became skilled in First Aid and worked collaboratively
to create instructional videos that could be used by anyone when
managing a medical condition or injury. They used Office Mix
technology to demonstrate their understanding of first
aid procedures.

Science
In 2016, the Science Department has continued to embrace
STEAM. Each term, Year 7 have had different STEAM projects to
work on, and the girls greatly enjoyed the variety of group work and
the integration between their Mathematics and Science classes.
Science Week had the theme of ‘Droids, Drones and Robots’ and
Years 7-11 were involved in a number of activities. Mike Newby,
the Program Manager for the Satellite Engineering Project, spoke in
assembly, the Robotics Club had a number of activities for the ELC
and Senior School to enjoy in the library, Year 7 and 8 were treated
to STEMania (a visiting Science comedy show) and the week ended
with a lunchtime Science show with liquid nitrogen ice cream and
other party tricks.
The mentoring program with the Garvan Institute has continued
and extended to provide opportunities for our students. Clare
Stirzaker and her colleague from the Garvan Institute spoke
to Year 10 Science about epigenetics and hearing loss, and
Dr Richard McDermid from Macquarie University talked to our
Year 10 Science and Year 11 Physics girls about super massive
black holes.
To go beyond the classroom, Year 7 visited Taronga Zoo to deepen
their understanding of the classification of animals and gather
information for a Term 2 STEAM project. There were also visits
and video conferences to ANSTO, the Australian Museum, the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Long Reef rock platform, Rouse Hill
Water Recycling Plant and Kimbriki Resource Recovery Centre
and EcoGarden, where Preliminary Biology, Chemistry, EES,
Physics and Senior Science were able to extend their learning
beyond the classroom.
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Social Sciences

allowed the girls to showcase their works to a public audience and
was well supported by the Abbotsleigh community.

In 2016, we continued to bring the outside into the classroom.
Over the year we focused on creative and original research and
encouraged the girls to create and reflect on what and how they
were learning. This was accomplished by using different teaching
practices and pedagogies in and outside the classroom. In Year 7
Geography the students were given two opportunities to use the
new Maker Space to work in groups on student driven projects.
This allowed them not only to learn new skills but also to peer
teach. Year 10 Geography Elective students created their own
excursion using iPhone apps to teach each other about functional
zones in the Sydney CBD. For the students in both activities, it gave
them a feeling of ownership and empowerment.

On the strength of our computational thinking programs, the
growing interest in Robotics and Digital Creatives and great
results from the NCSS challenge in Information and Software
Technologies classes, we will be launching a Software Design
and Development class in Year 11 for 2017. It is encouraging
to see so many of our girls developing an interest in coding
and computational thinking across the Senior School and to
have such passionate teachers from the Design, Mathematics,
Science and IT Departments working in the Maker Spaces. The
girls are working collaboratively to take risks, solve problems
and learn from failure through a process of design, testing and
evaluation. Our studios and Maker Spaces are always dynamic
and exciting places of learning through design.

In Commerce, Business Studies and Economics we always aim
to establish relevance and the use of up to date case studies to
stimulate discussion and debate. Topical issues such as native
title, euthanasia or scams were examined in relation to changing
morals, ethics and technology. This has promoted more critical
thinking across our classes.
Academic care is the key focus area for the Social Sciences
Department. The ideal behind all our teaching and assessment
is to enhance understanding at all levels. This not only helps the
students to apply knowledge in class, in assessments and external
examinations but also to be prepared for the world beyond school.

TAS
The Design team continues to build on developing interdisciplinary
learning through Design Thinking, Computational Thinking and an
Entrepreneurial Thinking approach to our programs. This year the
Design initiative became GLOW, the Abbotsleigh Festival of Light.
Inspired by an excursion to Vivid Sydney, Year 9 students worked
in teams to create videos to project onto buildings, wearable
technology using soft circuits to light up accessories and installation
pieces for our outdoor spaces. Our works were joined by projects
and performances from students in Year 1, Drama, Music, Science
and Visual Arts. Professional artists were on show in the Grace
Cossington Smith Gallery in an exhibition titled Incandescence.
The event was supported by food stalls from the service clubs and
atmospheric lights from Switch It On Lighting. This celebration of
colour, light and entertainment

26

Visual Arts
2016 saw continued development within Visual Arts. Elective
numbers continued to grow with the addition of a Stage 5
Visual Arts class and a larger cohort in Years 11 and 12. This
trend will continue into 2017 and signals a high level of student
engagement in and passion for the unique learning opportunities
offered. Students immerse themselves in structured programs
that emphasise the development of material skills and
conceptual concerns. As students move through each Stage they
become more autonomous and build on previous experiences
– ultimately creating self directed Bodies of Work in Year 12.
Once again the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery was a focal point
for the annual HSC Visual Arts exhibition which made up one part
of the annual Showcase evening. The gallery provided the perfect
backdrop for highly resolved artworks in such diverse areas
as sculpture, drawing and photo-media. The positive sense of
achievement generated by this exhibition and the quality of work
displayed in our own gallery was a testament to the excellent
teaching and learning that had occurred throughout the year.
We are proud to also note that this was in evidence when we
received the news that a third of our 2015 cohort achieved 95
plus in their HSC Visual Arts results.
All Visual Arts students
were also provided
with opportunities to
learn beyond the class,
specifically through the
GCS Gallery, where the
Grace Cossington Smith
art award inspired in
terms of contemporary
approaches and
excursions such as
the Stage 5 visits to
Cockatoo Island and
The Brett Whiteley
Studio. Students also
had the benefit of
learning from teachers
engaged in their own
art making practice
and fully versed in
developments within
the Visual Arts.
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Boarding
This year boarders have focused on building cohesive
relationships across all the year groups. Leaders and staff
have promoted amongst the girls an appreciation of diversity
and an awareness of each other’s unique needs in an
encouraging and caring environment.

The weekend, which featured big sister/little sister pizza and
games on the Friday night and Saturday in the city, culminated
in fun organised by the Year 12 boarders on ‘Sunday Funday’.
By the end of the weekend, the girls had connected with many
others across the boarding school.

Our first closed weekend for the year was expanded to include
a very enjoyable outing to a multi-activity centre at Darling
Harbour. All weekend, new and old boarders enjoyed being in
colour teams that spanned the age groups.

Another innovation this year has been Year 11 weekend
sleepovers with the new Year 7s. Two Year 11 girls volunteered
to spend the weekend doing activities with the Year 7s, helping
them to settle in, baking, playing games, taking them to the
park or joining in their weekend outings. At the end of Semester
1, Year 10 boarders took over this role, organising daytime
activities on weekends with the Year 7 girls.
Boarders enjoy regular Sunday outings organised for those
who stay in on the weekend. Highlights this year have been
Zorb bubble soccer, ice skating, a Waratahs football game,
trampolining, rock climbing, and helping out with Clean Up
Australia Day in Wahroonga.
This year we have successfully trialled having chapel on Friday
evenings instead of Sundays. We have found that we have
many more boarders attending, the atmosphere is relaxed
and the girls more able to contribute to the services by
committing to help with music, reading the Bible
and praying.
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The Abbotsleigh Boarder Council (ABC) has regularly
organised informal after dinner activities. Girls particularly
benefited from a Friday night guest speaker, Dr Anne Prescott,
who gave an update on the Nepalese earthquakes and the
rebuilding process of a school and village in Gandakan. Our
service committee had raised $500 over the past year and
presented this on the night.
The ABC, which comprises the Prefects and the Year 10
committee leaders, stepped up their drive to connect across
the year groups. Along with their organisation of Friday night
activities, they each committed to staying in some weekends
to organise activities for boarders. These included pizza in the
park, a camp fire at the ACEE, a ‘My Cake Rules’ inter-house
competition, and a not-so-talented talent quest.
2016 saw the launch of an Abbotsleigh boarder Facebook page.
The closed page, Forever Boarders, has been a huge success
with families and Old Girl boarders enjoying seeing an almost
daily tableau of photos and snippets relating to boarding.
Connecting the boarding community, it has been a visual
picture book of the lives of our boarders, celebrating their
journey here at Abbotsleigh.
Our 10th Guide Dog puppy, a black Labrador called
George, arrived in September and commenced the social
part of his training. Abbotsleigh boarding, and particularly
Mrs Heness-Pugh, have nurtured and ‘puppy-raised’ for
the last seven years, with seven out of nine pups
successfully entering the Guide Dog program.

29

AbbSchool
AbbSchool is made up of two areas: extended tuition and the
school holiday program. The purpose of AbbSchool is to encourage
participation, fun and friendship through a range of activities.
Studies have shown that such involvement can promote a sense
of engagement with school, which in turn has a positive influence
on achievement, attendance and aspiration to higher levels of
education. Extended tuition provides opportunities for leadership
and personal growth and teaches the value of teamwork,
competition and responsibility.

Junior Film Club
Each term, girls in Years 4, 5 and 6 create a new genre of film
with the use of the newly installed green screen.
Dramatic Arts Recitals
The annual Junior and Senior and Dramatic Arts Recitals
were held in September. Parents were delighted with the
opportunity of viewing the work by students preparing for their
Trinity Guildhall exam.
AbbSchool assisting other departments
This year, Darcy-Lee Tindale was asked to judge the AbbLib
Theatresports event, the public speaking competition in the
Junior School, the Choral Speaking competition in Infants and
Primary, the Shakespeare Festival, and adjudicate at IPSHA.
Darcy also produced the Senior School musical, Hairspray.
Staff news
Darcy-Lee Tindale: Poems Compliments in Context and Why
Zombies Can’t Fight were published in Bumples Magazine,
her short story Lord Percy the Most Excellent III was published
with Storm Cloud Publishers USA, and play Super Villains and
The Perfect Crime Novel was published in The School Magazine.
The following short stories were nominated for literary awards
and published in anthologies: Vignettes of Love in the Stringybark
Anthology, Just Add Water in Newcastle Award Anthology and
Red Vignettes in Birdcatcher Books Hatchings Anthology.
Renee Nieass: Featured in a major role in a television commercial.
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Drama

Representative team results
Company A: Jetset
Highly commended at The Hills Dance Spectacular
Highly commended at The Ultimate Dance Challenge
Highly commended at DanceSpec
Company B: Beetlejuice

Trinity Guildhall 2015
Two students achieved their ATCL diplomas. The majority of
all other candidates again received distinctions, which was a
wonderful result.

Sydney Performing Arts Eisteddfod
Congratulations to Ruby Gutmann and Harriett O’Brien who
entered the Under 18 Duologue in Costume section of the Sydney
Performing Arts Eisteddfod. The girls performed a four minute
acting in pairs piece that was complex and action packed and won
them 1st place.

Australian Schools Theatresports Challenge
Two teams competed in the Impro Australia Schools Theatresports
challenge: Year 7 Junior team and Year 10 Intermediate.

Sharp Short Theatre
Years 9 and 10 had the
opportunity to compete
in the Sharp Short
Theatre competition at
Parramatta Riverside
Theatre alongside other
schools from
across Sydney.
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Dance

Highly commended and Most entertaining junior secondary
school at The Hills Dance Spectacular
Highly commended at DanceSpec

Crew
Highly commended at The Hills Dance Spectacular
1st at The Ultimate Dance Challenge
2nd at DanceSpec
Other results, activities, initiatives:

■■ Introduction of Royal Academy of Dance (RAD)
ballet program
■■ 46 graded assessments completed in September
2016 via ADi jazz syllabus classes
■■ 32 dancers completing VETAB accredited 		
Certificate I-III in Dance
■■ Volunteer dance assistants participating in weekly
‘Dance Project’ classes at St Lucy’s School
Staff news
Nicola Humphries (Year 10) completed the Australian
Dance Institute (ADi) Dance Teaching & Management
Certificate IV qualification through Abbotsleigh.

Aquatic Centre
Swimming results
(More swim and dive results on pages 34-36)
2016 Age Nationals individual medallists

Silver
Holly Nelson, 13 years 50 m freestyle; Natasha Ramsden, 15 years
50 m freestyle; Natasha Ramsden 15 years 100 m freestyle; Katie
Strachan 15 years 200 m individual medley

Bronze
Katie Strachan 15 years 100 m breaststroke
Relays:
Gold: 16/u 4 x 100 medley – Annabelle Druce, Katie Strachan,
Jaimey Yeats, Natasha Ramsden
Silver: 16/u 4 x 100 freestyle – Katie Strachan, Jaimey Yeats,
Amy Nelson, Natasha Ramsden

Staff news
Gold Licence Coach Amanda Isaac now leads the Abbotsleigh
Swimming Program. Amanda was Head Coach of Nunawading
Swimming Club in Melbourne for the previous 10 years and comes
to us with extensive experience in the sport, including building
teams for high performance. Amanda is motivated to get the best
out of individuals as they make their journey in the sport.
Cameron Gledhill has joined Amanda on pool deck as Assistant
Swim Coach. Cameron has a recent background in the Australian
Defence Force and has many skills to assist the aquatic program,
including a psychology degree.
Amanda and Cam deliver a high performance environment that
encourages swimmers to be their best.

Our IGSSA 1st team made the semi finals again in 2016 for the
third year in a row.
Charlotte Littlejohn’s ranking has risen from 312 to her current
Australian ranking of 259.
Our young guns have had an outstanding year with Sasha Nelson
(Year 8) peaking at her highest Australian ranking of 208 after
starting the year at 497. Noemie Ah Chong (Year 7) rose from
777 at the beginning of the year to her highest ranking of 587.
Head Tennis Coach Brendon Rose won the Open Men’s Singles and
again won the O/40 Men’s Doubles partnering Rob Pagano for the
4th time in a row at the Australian Corporate Games. Brendon is
currently playing in the Sydney Premier League Tennis Competition
for Sydney Cricket Ground in Open Men’s.
Tildesley Camp was a huge success with almost 100% attendance
and another exceptional group of girls. This year’s Tildesley team
did an excellent job and finished 5th, with 16 debutantes.

Sports Precinct
We have been pleased to offer a variety of programs from our
outstanding new facilities.

Programs
■■ A popular mixed and women’s Tuesday night adult social
netball competition ran for three seasons this year. An
additional night of netball will be offered in 2017.

■■ Basketball skills on Tuesday nights in Terms 2 and 3.
■■ Netball skills sessions in Term 3.
■■ Rugby fitness and Rugby 7s programs, with NSW Rugby
offering a six week introduction to Rugby 7s for Years 9 and 10.

Tennis
The AbbTen club is continuing and operating with the running of
more successful Tennis Australia MJDS tournaments and additional
state series events. In 2016, approximately 25 Abbotsleigh girls
participated in each event.
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Junior School sport
Exposure to high levels of participation in physical activity at the
Junior School level is vital in developing the fundamental motor
skills that will allow our girls to gain strength and confidence in
their movement. These skills are mastered through practice in
stimulating and challenging environments from an early age. At
Abbotsleigh, emphasis is placed on developing these movement
skills, particularly in T-2 where the effective development of early
milestones such as running, walking, crawling and more complex
skills such as jumping, throwing, catching and skipping are the
building blocks to the more specialised, complex skills required to
play organised sports.
The importance of these movement skills was highlighted during
the extremely successful Jump Rope for Heart program targeted

Athletics

Diving

Sking

Represented at IPSHA
Sophia Bradford, Chloe Chakrabarti,
Angelina Cheung, Phoebe Chung,
Genevieve Cook, Brooke Cousins,
Rachel Ee, Georgia Fichardt, Jasmin
Foster, Catherine Gavagna, Cameron
Graham, Sabine Grubisa, Amelia Hansen,
Charlotte Horbach, Anjali Lambotharan,
Gillian Lawrance, Selene Lee, Mackenzie
Luu, Sarah Magnussen, Renee Nayager,
Holly Rusterholz, Amy Severino, Trinity Teh,
Victoria Teo, Sarah Wang, Kiera Yerbury,
Taya Yerbury

Represented at IPSHA
Penelope Andrew, Angelina Cheung, Xanthe
Condoleon, Emma Fontanot, Jasmin Foster,
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach, Harriet
Kaan, Eliza Laithwaite, Alexandra Moore,
Charlotte Mortimer, Charlotte Parasyn,
Meredith Wang, Kiera Yerbury

Regionals
Amanda Allsop, Melanie Allsop, Jaylise
Beale, Kyasia Beale, Rosie Caswell,
Sophie Cheung, Kiera Finnerty, Madeleine
Freeman, Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine
Gavagna, Lucinda Hutchison, Rachel Kim,
Charlize Mackie, Sophie McNamee, Zali
Slunjski, Abbey Taylor, Sophia Sugo

Represented at CIS
Angelina Cheung, Genevieve Cook,
Brooke Cousins, Georgia Fichardt,
Catherine Gavagna, Sabine Grubisa,
Anjali Lambotharan, Gillian Lawrence,
Amy Severino, Trinity Teh, Keira Yerbury,
Taya Yerbury
Represented at PSSA
Georgia Fichardt

Cross Country
Represented at IPSHA
Laura Bogdanovic, Estella Cameron,
Angelina Cheung, Phoebe Chung, Eloise
Clare, Xanthe Condoleon, Genevieve
Cook, Alexandra Cuthell, Georgia Fichardt,
Natalie Figueiredo, Claudia Freeman,
Ashley Fung, Ruby Gee, Cameron Graham,
Amelia Hansen, Sarah Hooper-Mitchell,
Kayla Johnston, Holly Klockman, Nikita
Kyrikos, Tegan Lee, Josephine Lennox, Iris
Li, Sarah Magnussen, Jacinta Mak, Georgia
McDonagh, Sophie McNamee, Alexandra
Moore, Emily Nathan, Renee Nayager,
Chloe Pearce, Holly Rusterholz, Zara Vellani,
Veronica Wade, Sarah Wang, Madison
Whiteing, Shalisa Wijeyawardena, Taya
Yerbury, Kiera Yerbury
Represented at CIS
Amelia Hansen, Kiera Yerbury
Represented at PSSA
Keira Yerbury
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at our T-2 girls this year. This program encourages a positive
attitude towards exercise, healthy eating and a healthy heart and
our girls raised more than $11,000 for the cause. It was wonderful
to see our girls take the time at recess and lunchtime to practise
their skipping, and the development in skill level shown at our ‘jump
off’ was impressive. This notable increase in skipping from our
Infants girls filtered through to our Junior School girls, with skipping
becoming a popular choice across the School. With sedentary
activities becoming easier and often more attractive to children,
this commitment to physical activity in PE and Saturday sport at
the Junior School level increases our girls’ intrinsic enjoyment of
movement and leads to a variety of physical, social and emotional
benefits in the short and long term.

Represented at CIS
Jasmin Foster, Charlotte Horbach, Sophia
Horbach, Harriet Kaan, Charlotte Parasyn
Represented at PSSA
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach,
Harriet Kaan, Charlotte Parasyn
Represented at SSA
Sophia Horbach
Equestrian
Molly Tillett

Gymnastics
IPSHA

Artistic team
Melanie Allsop, Penelope Andrew,
Hannah Angus, Ilaria Bicego, Laura
Bogdanovic, Julia Cameron, Carysse Evans,
Ashley Fung, Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine
Gavagna, Elizabeth Goodsir-Cullen, Charlotte
Horbach, Harriet Kaan, Holly Klockmann,
Eliza Laithwaite, Elizabeth Lawrence, Georgia
McDonagh, Chloe McDonell, Alexandra
Moore, Georgia Moore, Charlotte Parasyn,
Chloe Pearce, Sara Shah, Isabel Stammers,
Sonia Walsh, Nichola Whitlocke-Jones,
Rachael Yoon, Heidi Zubrinich

Rhythmic team
Stella Aung, Catherine Bai, Monique
Batuwitage, Georgia Bicego, Kaitlyn Blair,
Angelina Cheung, Nicole Gabonian, Leanne
Huang,Kristen Kam, Lauren Kam, Rachel
Kam, Rachel Kim, Olivia Klockmann,
Elaine Li, Sophie Lim, Sarah Magnussen,
Sarah Wang, Isabelle Wong, Corinne Zhou,
Anika Zubrinich

State

Rosie Caswell, Sophie Cheung,
Zali Slunjski, Sophia Sugo

Nationals

Sophie Cheung

Soccer

Represented at CIS and Represented at PSSA
Amelia Hansen

Hockey

IPSHA Hockey Team
Eloise Claire, Georgia Fichardt, Aerin Slater
Represented at CIS and Represented at PSSA
Eloise Claire, Georgia Fichardt

Swimming
Represented at IPSHA and
Represented at PSSA
Chloe Chakrabarti, Jasmin Foster, Ashley
Fung, Cameron Graham, Amelia Hansen,
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach,
Nikita Kyrikos, Athena Lam, Selene Lee,
Alice Lee, Renee Nayager, Trinity Teh,
Veronica Wade, Meredith Wang,
Kiera Yerbury, Taya Yerbury, Millie Young
Represented at CIS
Cameron Graham, Amelia Hansen,
Charlotte Horbach, Nikita Kyrikos, Alice Lee,
Trinity Teh, Meredith Wang
Represented at PSSA
Cameron Graham, Amelia Hansen,
Nikita Kyrikos, Meredith Wang

Senior School sport
Touch football at Abbotsleigh is one of our greatest strengths. In
Term 4 2015, our Senior 1sts were once again IGSSA S01 premiers
for the fourth year in a row. Not only have they not lost a grand final
in four years, they haven’t lost a game in four years. It’s now touch
season again, and due to the change in nature of the competition,
the season is now first past the post. The S01 division in 2016
contains eight teams (instead of six), and Abbotsleigh is delighted
to have our 2nds in S01 too.
But it’s not just our performance that Abbotsleigh is proud of, it’s
our participation. Abbotsleigh has one of the highest participation
rates in the IGSSA system. This year we had 16 softball teams, 36
tennis teams, 28 badminton teams, 17 football (soccer) teams, 23
basketball teams, 31 netball teams, 16 hockey teams, two cricket
teams, nine water polo teams and 25 touch football teams… and
that’s just Saturday sport! It doesn’t include the countless numbers
of girls involved in swimming, diving, cross country, athletics,
gymnastics, snow sports, equestrian, sport aerobics, golf, sailing
and indoor hockey.
We must congratulate our cross country team for gaining first place
at IGSSA this year. The results were outstanding, with every team

(that is, each age group) placing in the top three. This led to an
incredibly low point score, meaning a victory over Pymble by 60
points. Well done to all our girls who continue to commit to two or
three 6.40 am sessions each week.
The culture of sport at Abbotsleigh is undeniable. We have a long and
proud history of participation and performance in sport, and our new
facilities are already proving invaluable when it comes to providing a
strong program for all of our students. The all weather surface has
led to fewer washouts (both training sessions and games) and the
Sports Hall has meant more room for training, and many more home
games for our badminton, basketball and netball teams.
The field is already starting to see results, with our Junior A football
team taking out the J01 premiership this year, and the improvement
seen in our hockey teams from last year to this year has been
outstanding. Both our 1sts and Junior As for hockey reached the
semi finals this year, with our Junior As making it to the grand finals.
We look forward to another strong year of participation and
performance in 2017.

ABBOTSLEIGH TEAM SPORTS – Term 4 2015 to Term 3 2016
Sport

Number of teams

Semi-finalists

Grand finalists

Premiers

Badminton

28

13

9

Teams 1 (S01), 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 18

Basketball

23

16*

6**

Teams 4, 5, 8, 17

Football

17

11*

8**

Teams 8, 10, 11 (J01), 14

Hockey

16

12

5

Teams 6, 7, 15

Netball

31

20

10

Teams 3, 8, 11, 30

Softball

17

12

5

Teams 2, 12, 15 (Y701), 16, 17

Tennis

36

15

3

Team 12

Touch football

23

17

8

Team 1 (S01), 8, 12, 15

Water polo

6

3

2

n/a

* No semis – teams came in top four in a 'first past the post' season
** No finals – teams came in top two in a 'first past the post' season

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT RESULTS
Overall results in major IGSSA carnivals and tournaments in 2016		
IGSSA carnivals are contested by up to 27 schools
Sport

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Athletics

Pymble Ladies' College

Abbotsleigh

Roseville

Monte Sant' Angelo

St Catherine's

Cross country

Abbotsleigh

Pymble Ladies' College

Loreto Normanhurst

St Catherine's

Kincoppal Rose Bay

Diving

Pymble Ladies' College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

MLC

Ravenswood

Gymnastics

Pymble Ladies’ College
n/a
and Ravenswood

Abbotsleigh

MLC and PLC
Sydney

n/a

Swimming

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Pymble Ladies' College

Ravenswood

Loreto Normanhurst

Pymble Ladies' College

Queenwood

St Catherine's

Wenona

Tildesley Tennis* Meriden
*Abbotsleigh 6th place
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Senior School representative honours
IGSSA champions

IGSSA representative team

First place getters at IGSSA carnivals

Girls who were chosen to represent IGSSA and went on to compete
at NSWCIS

Athletics
16 yrs shot put Lauren Clark; 18 yrs 100 m, 18 yrs long jump
Sarah Healey; 13 yrs 800 m, junior 1500 m Nicola Hogg; senior
1500 m Annabel McDermott; 16 yr 800 m Sarah McDermott;
senior discus (record), 18 yrs shot put (record) Kristina Moore;
13 yrs long jump Holly Nelson; 12 yrs shot put Caitlin Winslade

Athletics

Cross country

Basketball

12 yrs team Annabelle Lo, Anousheh Moonen, Charlotte Turner,
13 yrs 3 km and 13 yrs team Nicola Hogg; 13 yrs team Hannah
Cerezo, Annabel Magnussen 14 yrs team Rosie Fordham,
Pascale La Hei, Jessica Nagy 17 yrs 4 km and 17 yrs team
Annabel McDermott; 17 yrs team Teaan Mocatta,
Saffron Sylvester

Open: Teaan Mocatta, Kristina Moore, Olivia Steer

Gymnastics
Level 3 vault Jessica Woodgate; Level 3 floor Elizabeth Xerri; Level
9 rope Mary-Louise Fleischner; Level 10 ball and hoop Annelise
Harper; Senior international ribbon Emma Chan

Rosemary Andrew, Hannah Cerezo, Lauren Clark, Giulia Duddy,
Mia Hemsworth, Nicola Hogg, Olivia Hogg, Julia Kelland,
Pascale La Hei, Chloe Leahy, Sarah McDermott, Kristina Moore,
Holly Nelson, Sarah Reece, Jemma Tran, Caitlin Winslade

Cross country
Hannah Cerezo, Emma Chan, Caitlin Donovan, Rosie Fordham,
Emma Glendinning, Arienna Grebert, Nicola Hogg, Olivia Hogg,
Pascale La Hei, Annabelle Lo, Annabel Magnussen, Sarah
McDermott, Teaan Mocatta, Anousheh Moonen, Jessica Nagy,
Holly Nelson, Laura Nguyen, Samantha Ramsden, Sarah Reece,
Saffron Sylvester, Jemma Tran, Charlotte Turner, Serena Xu
Diving

Swimming
15 yrs 50 m backstroke, intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Keely Allsop; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Sophie
de Salis; 17 yrs 50 m backstroke Annabelle Druce; 13 yrs 50 m
freestyle, 13 yrs 50 m breaststroke and 13 yrs 50 m butterfly Holly
Nelson; 15 yrs 50 m butterfly, intermediate 4 x 50m freestyle relay
Emily Ong; 18 yrs 50m breaststroke and 18 yrs 50 m butterfly
Natasha Ramsden; 16 yrs 50 m freestyle, 16 yrs 50 m backstroke,
16 yrs 50 m butterfly, intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Jaimey Yeats
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Jocelyn Abbott, Alice Candrick, Sophia Nicita
Football
Beth Bernardi, Katie Merriman (Interstate Sporting Challenge)

Hockey

Swimming

Open: Georgia Henderson-Smith

17 yrs 100 m backstroke Annabelle Druce; 13 yrs 50 m freestyle,
13 yrs 50 m breaststroke and 13 yrs 50 m butterfly Holly
Nelson; 15 yrs 50 m backstroke, intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay, intermediate 4 x 50 m medley relay Emily Ong; 15 yrs
50 m freestyle, 15 yrs 100 m freestyle, 15 yrs 50 m butterfly,
intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay, intermediate 4 x 50 m
medley relay Natasha Ramsden; 14 yrs 50 m freestyle, 14 yrs 100
m freestyle Rebecca St Vincent; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay, intermediate 4 x 50 m medley relay Jaimey Yeats

Netball
Open: Jessica Healy
		
Softball
Tania Radovic
Swimming
Keely Allsop, Sophie de Salis, Annabelle Druce, Holly Nelson,
Georgia O’Connor, Emily Ong, Natasha Ramsden, Imogen Short,
Rebecca St Vincent, Annika Tonuri, Rani West, Jaimey Yeats.

NSWCIS representative team
Girls who were chosen to represent CIS and went on to compete at
NSW All Schools

Tennis
Charlotte Littlejohn (Interstate Sporting Challenge)
Touch football
Open: Rose Murray, Katrina Smith, Olivia Steer
Under 16: Emily Phelps, Adelaide Sylvester

Athletics
Merit team: Rosemary Andrew, Hannah Cerezo, Lauren Clark,
Mia Hemsworth, Nicola Hogg, Olivia Hogg, Pascale La Hei,
Chloe Leahy, Sarah McDermott, Kristina Moore, Sarah Reece,
Jemma Tran, Caitlin Winslade

NSWCIS Champions
First place getters at NSWCIS carnival
Athletics
Junior 4 x 100 m relay Rosemary
Andrew; 16 yrs discus (record) and
16 yrs shot put Lauren Clark; 14 yrs
90 m hurdles (record) and junior 4 x
100 m relay Mia Hemsworth; 13 yrs
800 m (record) and 13 yrs 1500 m
(record) Nicola Hogg; 15 yrs 1500 m
and 15 yrs 3000 m Olivia Hogg; junior
4 x 100 m relay Pascale La Hei; 16
yrs 800 m Sarah McDermott; 17 yrs
discus (record), 17 yrs javelin and 17
yrs shot put (record) Kristina Moore;
junior 4 x 100 m relay Jemma Tran; 12
yrs javelin (record) Caitlin Winslade
Cross country
12 yrs team Arienna Grebert, Annabelle
Lo, Anousheh Moonen, Charlotte Turner,
13 yrs team Hannah Cerezo, Nicola
Hogg, Holly Nelson, Samantha Ramsden,
14 yrs team Rosie Fordham, Pascale
La Hei, Jessica Nagy
Diving
17+ yrs platform Jocelyn Abbott, 16 yrs
springboard Sophia Nicita
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Basketball

Basketball

Teaan Mocatta, Kristina Moore

Teaan Mocatta, Kristina Moore

Cross country

Swimming

Hannah Cerezo, Caitlin Donovan, Rosie Fordham,
Emma Glendinning, Nicola Hogg, Olivia Hogg,
Pascale La Hei, Samantha Ramsden, Sarah Reece.

14 yrs 50 m butterfly Rebecca St Vincent, intermediate 200 m
freestyle relay (record), intermediate 200 m medley relay (record)
Emily Ong; 15 yrs 50 m freestyle, 15 yrs 100 m freestyle, 15 yrs
50 m butterfly (record), intermediate 200 m freestyle relay (record),
intermediate 200 m medley relay (record) Natasha Ramsden;
intermediate 200 m freestyle relay (record), intermediate 200 m
medley relay (record) Jaimey Yeats

Diving
Jocelyn Abbott, Alice Candrick, Sophia Nicita
Swimming
Sophie de Salis, Annabelle Druce, Holly Nelson,
Georgia O’Connor, Emily Ong, Natasha Ramsden,
Rebecca St Vincent, Annika Tonuri, Jaimey Yeats.
Touch football
Open: Rose Murray
Under 16: Emily Phelps

NSW All Schools representatives
Girls who were selected to represent NSW and went
on to compete at SSA events
Basketball
Kristina Moore
Cross country

NSW All Schools champions
First place getters at NSW All Schools carnival
Athletics
16 yrs hammer throw Lauren Clark; 14 yrs 90 m hurdles,
14 yrs 100 m Mia Hemsworth; 13 yrs 800 m, 13 yrs 1500 m
Nicola Hogg; 16 yrs 1500 m Sarah McDermott; 17 yrs
discus Kristina Moore

Hannah Cerezo, Nicola Hogg, Sarah Reece
Athletics (December 2015)
Lauren Clark, Sarah Healey, Mia Hemsworth,
Sarah Kelland
Diving (November 2015)
Jocelyn Abbott
Swimming (November 2015)
Keely Allsop, Holly Nelson, Emily Ong, Natasha Ramsden,
Rebecca St Vincent, Jaimey Yeats (September 2016)
Rebecca St Vincent

SSA champions
First place getters at a School Sport Australia carnival
Athletics (December 2015)
Under 14 girls 4 x 100 m relay: Mia Hemsworth
Basketball
Kristina Moore
Cross country
Under 13: Nicola Hogg
Swimming (November 2015)
12 yrs 200 m freestyle relay, 12 yrs 200 m medley relay
(record), 12 yrs 400 m freestyle relay (record) Holly Nelson,
14 yrs 50 m freestyle, 14 yrs 100 m freestyle, 14 yrs 50 m
butterfly Natasha Ramsden

36

37

Literary Festival
Our 2016 Literary Festival was a wonderful success. It was
exciting to welcome hundreds of students from as far away
as Shellharbour and The Blue Mountains to join our girls
in a celebration of books and reading. This year we were
joined by more than 30 speakers including Aaron Blabey,
Isobelle Carmody, Peter FitzSimons, Jackie French and Morris
Gleitzman. There was an excited buzz around the School as
students poured into venues to see their favourite authors and
lined up to purchase books to have them signed.
Our girls in both Junior and Senior Schools had the wonderful
opportunity to talk with authors and illustrators and to learn
about the power of literature and the ways in which it can help
us to best find our place.
In the Junior School, this celebration of literature engaged the
girls in myriad ways. Aaron Blabey read his hilarious shortlisted book Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas, the girls behaved
like wombats as instructed by Jackie French and Geoffrey
McSkimming mystified his audience with a magic show based
on his Phyllis Wong series.
Much loved author Jacqueline Harvey also launched her
fourteenth book in the Alice-Miranda series.
At our opening assembly in the Senior School, Emily Maguire
shared her journey to become an author and how important it
was for her to be able to express her ideas imaginatively. In our
evening launch, Peter FitzSimons spoke about the importance
of storytelling and the ways in which it gives us a diversity of
experience that can protect us from small mindedness. He
suggested that reading a book a week can save us
from a raft of evils.

The girls enjoyed a vast array of presentations and workshops
inspiring them to continue to read and write in ways which
capture their own ideas. As the festival unfolded it was clear that
curiosity, creativity and wonder were being inspired across the
campuses in very exciting ways. Parents and friends were also
fortunate to have lunch with Meg Keneally and Nicole Alexander
who have been finding their own place within their family heritage,
their working lives, and their creative development as authors.
Through their writing they bring to life a deep understanding of
heritage and history and a very profound sense of what it means
for us, as Australians, to find our place.
Sometimes as readers we feel so connected with the
characters and a real involvement in a story that the
opportunity to talk with the creator is a real treat. This
was true of the Literary Festival for 2016.
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Performing Arts
Junior School
2016 saw passion and determination rewarded for our Junior
School girls in the Junior School production of The Twits and at
the IPSHA Performing Arts Festival.
More than 60 girls took to the stage in this 100th year since
Roald Dahl’s birth to bring to life the colourful characters of the
hideous Twits, the mistreated Muggle-Wumps and the Roly-Poly
bird. The resulting spectacular and highly entertaining performance
was a testament to the hard work and commitment from the entire
staff and crew, led by Ms Darcy-Lee Tindale.
On a different stage, our Everett and Cantare Choirs tackled an
ambitious repertoire for performance at the magnificent Sydney
Town Hall. Deep Sea Dreaming by Elana Kats-Chernin was a
monumental undertaking. The girls are to be congratulated for
mastering this demanding piece, while the Clocktower Strings’
performance of ‘Allegro’ from Concerto for Two Violins in D minor
by J.S. Bach was equally impressive.

Senior School
Our Senior School production of Hairspray was an energetic
and inspiring treat. We were transported to the 1960s and the
excitement and intrigue of a black and white television competition.
Against the backdrop of segregation, the characters challenged us
to consider the importance of respect and courage and we were
caught up in a fight for what is right.
This colourful and dynamic production was beautifully staged and the
choreography was brilliant with humorous and poignant moments.
While there were a number of really strong performances from
individual characters, it was the consistent strength of the entire cast
that left its mark on the audience. The skill and commitment of the
musicians was also a highlight, recreating rock and roll with great skill.
The production involved 105 girls on the Assembly Hall stage, with
six boys from Knox, supported in the orchestra pit by 29 wonderful
student musicians. All were led by Ms Kimbali Harding, Ms Colleen
Roche and Ms Darcy-Lee Tindale. The tunes from the
show were hummed around the school corridors for
many weeks through Term 1.
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ARTEMIS
Abbotsleigh Robotics Team: Engineering,
Mathematics, Inspiration, Science
The Senior School robotics team, ARTEMIS, had an amazing first year.
Robotics is an engaging STEAM activity where students apply the
knowledge and skills they learn in Mathematics, Science and TAS to
problems that require creative and critical thinking.
Middle School girls compete in RoboCup Dance and FIRST® LEGO®
League (FLL). RoboCup Dance requires not only precise and creative
programming, but also an appreciation of musical rhythm so that the
robot movements match the music, combined with imagination to
deliver the story in the dance. The 2016 story was the hare and the
tortoise, with line-following robots in costumes racing each other.
The girls were awarded a silver medal at the Sydney Regional
RoboCup Competition.
The FLL competition
requires both robotics and
real world problem solving
and creativity. In the robot
game, teams have two
minutes to complete a
series of tasks on a game
board. Students must
also research a real world
problem and present an
innovative solution.

The FIRST® Robotics Competition (FRC) team comprises Senior
College girls. In early January each year a new robot game is released.
Robots play in teams of three on a field roughly the size of a basketball
court. Students have only six weeks to build a full-size robot, weighing
up to 50 kg. The Australian Regional competition was held in March
and the girls finally got to play Stronghold. This game involved
overcoming obstacles and throwing ‘boulders’ (foam balls) at
a castle. It was fun and exciting with robots crashing and getting
stuck on obstacles.
The ARTEMIS FRC robot, Prongs, was simple, but reliable. As a result,
we were seeded 6th after the qualifying rounds and team captains for
the finals. The girls had a fantastic time learning about teamwork and
fun competition. Their team spirit, engineering skills and willingness
to help everyone saw them awarded the Rookie All Star Award and a
trip to the World Championship in St Louis, USA. With more than 800
teams competing in the event, World Championships was a mind
expanding experience for the girls and mentors. FRC competition is
huge in the USA and attracted stars like Grant Imahara and will.i.am,
as well as leaders from the military, NASA and industry.
This year’s Science Week theme was ‘Drones, Droids and Robots’.
Naturally, the ARTEMIS girls got involved. With the assistance of the IT
Integrators and Teacher Librarians, they hosted a series of events in
the library. Science and ELC students enjoyed visiting in the classes
and learning about the robots. Year 2 students also experienced
robotics with a LEGO robotics workshop during their Science lesson.

Service-Learning
Service Project - Reach for Refuge
Our Year 12 service project for 2017 was a wonderful example of
student devised Service-Learning. The project was led by Alissa
Antoon and focused on awareness raising rather than fundraising.
The initiative has given our student community a much clearer idea of
what it means to struggle to find a home in another country.
In a year where unimaginable numbers of people have become
displaced due to war and political turmoil, it has been timely to
consider the complexities of the situation and to promote empathy
and understanding amongst our student community. Over the course
of the year we have heard from a number of speakers, considered
media views and connected with online resources. One highlight of
the project was a challenging simulation game at our International Day
where girls were randomly given name discs and set the challenge
of finding their complete families before they were able to join in
activities on the oval. The girls in Senior School also supported a
number of refugee support groups collecting materials for backpacks
and sporting equipment.

International Day
International Day is a celebration of the cultural diversity of our
Abbotsleigh community. This day of fun and reflection incorporated a
flag parade, dance, music and songs from a wide variety of countries.
This year we were grateful to welcome back former Abbotsleigh
Deputy Headmistress, Mrs Rosemary Abrahams, to share her
reflections on the theme, ‘Finding my Place’.
The day reminds us that Abbotsleigh is a school that embraces and
celebrates diversity. Through contact with students from a variety
of backgrounds and cultures, Abbotsleigh girls learn about the way
others think and see the world and develop the important skills of
respect and empathy.
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Holroyd High School connections
In support of our Reach for Refuge project, four Year 10 students
travelled with Dr Wilson Reynolds as guests of the Holroyd High
School Multicultural Day in August. The connection between
Abbotsleigh and Holroyd has been a long one, and to celebrate
diversity and unity with the students of Holroyd was a powerful
experience. Our girls enjoyed the strong sense of pride in
national heritage and the warmth of a diverse community which
has embraced a significant refugee population. The girls spent
time speaking with the Principal Mrs Dorothy Hoddinott AO and
she explained her commitment to pursuing scholarships for
refugee students.

innovation in Science, Technology,
STEAM: Advancing
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics education
The future for our girls is largely unknown. What we do know
is that everyone and everything are becoming increasingly
connected – knowledge, the solutions to problems facing
humanity, the job market. As our world becomes smaller, the
connections we have with others and knowledge become
inextricably linked. Schools and tertiary institutions across
the world recognise this and are looking to design learning
programs suitable to 21st century learning.
At Abbotsleigh over the past year, our focus has been on
creative and critical thinking, collaboration and interdisciplinary
learning; all elements of STEAM projects. These projects have
been numerous, engaging our girls in experiential learning
opportunities from the ELC to Year 12. In Early Learning, one
provocation has been ‘How do we join things?’ Through this
question, the children have explored all types of tools and
technology to build such things as bridges and bird feeders.
Since then, robots have been constructed, spheros coded
and dinosaurs explored. There has been an archaeological
dig and the exciting discovery of fossils.
In Year 1, the first semester saw the girls challenged by the
question: ‘How do we work with light and sound?’ The doors
were open between the Year 1 classrooms and students
rotated through workshops on coding and computational
thinking, the use of technology such as Little Bits and Makey
Makey and using play dough to create squishy circuits. Their
culminating project was a personal one involving light and/or
sound which they exhibited alongside Year 9 creations in the
GLOW festival. The second semester saw each girl imagine
an invention to save the bees.
Year 6 enjoyed what now has become a tradition – the annual
AbbKart Project. This year, the project was embedded in
STEAM. In order to create the optimum speed machine, the
girls undertook fair testing in Science lessons, designing
and prototyping to build an original yet functional billycart.
In Mathematics, they focused on orthographic drawings to
represent the prototypes and all was accomplished through
teamwork. It was in the Senior School that the girls used all of
the necessary tools to build their machines before the AbbKart
Derby. There was even an IT bootcamp for the girls to design
and code a virtual race in preparation for the true test.

Once a fortnight, Science
and Mathematics teachers
spent one lesson working with
Year 7 on an interdisciplinary
STEAM unit. Each term had a
different focus: measurement,
animal habitats, building
structures and water catchment,
with different outcomes and
different IT programs. Most
exciting were our incursion
days during which the girls were
immersed in STEAM challenges.
How can you design the most
economical and efficient plan for
providing relief to isolated areas
devastated by natural disasters?
Working in groups, the girls were
required to construct a model of
a temporary bridge/ramp to take
supplies in a robotic transportation
sphere from the far side of a river to
the top of the opposite bank where the
villagers live. Then, the girls were asked
to develop a model of a water catcher
to collect and store water for a family of
four in a given location. The aim being to
consider how we might make better use of
Australia’s water supply.
STEAM learning such as this is purposeful and contextual,
experiential, social, nonlinear, involves problem solving
and applying knowledge to new and novel situations and
engages girls in higher order thinking where they
are deepening and applying their
understanding.

Because most real world problems have multiple
possible correct answers and numerous ways of
arriving at a solution, STEAM education has a
better resemblance to real world problem solving
as it promotes diverse thinking to be combined
for the best solutions.
(Judith Poole, Headmistress, Abbotsleigh, 20 February 2015)
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Global Experiences
Cambodia
Challenging. Exciting. Life changing. Lots of emotions were
experienced by the 17 girls on their 15 day journey in Cambodia.
From the sights and smells of Phnom Penh, the sombreness of
the Killing Fields, the exhaustion and sense of achievement of the
Community Engagement Project phase at Tonle Bati school, to the
challenges of the trek phase in the Virachey National Park and the
final days of rest and relaxation around the temples of Angkor at
Siem Reap, this was an unforgettable journey.

China
A group of 100 Abbotsleigh Junior School students, parents and
staff explored China over the September holidays. The girls’ first
two days were spent attending classes and going on excursions
with the Yu Cai children. With desks in rows, 40 children in a class
and reciting rote learnt content, this was certainly a stark contrast
to the girls’ usual learning experience. While at Yu Cai, the girls
were billeted with Chinese families. The warmth of the welcome
and enormous generosity of the Yu Cai students and their families
made this a most positive and unique adventure.
The depth and breadth
of Chinese history was
brought home to us as
we climbed the 1,000
steps to the ridge of
the Great Wall, and
later viewed the 8,000
entombed warriors,
130 chariots and 520
horses in Xian.
We marvelled at
the sheer size of
Tiananmen Square
– one of the largest
public squares
in the world,
and standing
in front of
Beijing’s

‘Bird’s Nest’ stadium at the 2008 Olympic site was another
reminder of how much China has opened up and changed.
World class technology and veterinary research meant that we
saw pandas and their cubs at play, now off the highly endangered
list. Shanghai is the newest of the Chinese cities we visited and
reflects western influence and culture. The girls and parents
enjoyed bargaining there and came home with treasures as well as
memories as we concluded our second biennial study tour.

Japan
The Japan tour in April was a treat for the 12 Abbotsleigh girls
who attended. The main feature of the tour was a five day
homestay with families from Ohtani, our sister school. Our students
immersed themselves in genuine Japanese life, participating in
the normal daily routines and attending school alongside their
host sisters. The homestay component was supplemented by
a visit to several major Japanese cities as well as participation
in many hands-on activities, which really added to the richness
and variety of the tour. Our students decorated a trinket box with
gold leaf, learnt how to make traditional Japanese sweets, made
a Japanese wrapping cloth using silk screening, learnt Japanese
book binding and created a bookmark. All of this was in addition
to visiting the main sights, travelling on the famous bullet train,
visiting Tokyo Disneyland, sampling the beautiful and varied
Japanese food and seeing the world famous cherry blossoms.

Oxford
In the June/July term break, 13 Year 10 students travelled to the
UK for two weeks of intensive study. The trip allowed them to
pursue areas of interest beyond the regular school environment.
Courses undertaken included Introduction to Engineering and
Medicine, Broadening Horizons and New Perspectives. The girls
took three lecture style classes in the morning session, followed by
practical master classes in the afternoon. Assessments were a key
element of each course, with each student submitting at least one
task and giving one presentation.
Not only did the students benefit from the advice from specialists
in their fields, but they also gained an understanding of university
life through their residential stays in Oxford Colleges as well as trips
to local sites.
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While many had their efforts acknowledged with academic prizes,
when asked about the most rewarding element of the tour, the
overwhelming response was the opportunity to engage with mentors,
students and cultures beyond their everyday experience. Abbotsleigh
is the only independent girls school in New South Wales to send tour
groups of students to Oxford Royale, and with students from more
than 100 nations taking part, it was a wonderful chance for our girls to
build new relationships, connect with people, groups and educational
institutions beyond the norm, and develop in areas of passion they can
build on through future study and career development.

Space Camp – USA
In December 2015 a group of 30 Middle School students travelled to
Huntsville Alabama for a week at Space Camp followed by five days in
Houston exploring a variety of space and science related activities.
Space Camp immersed the students in an experience that mimicked
what it is like to train as an astronaut. They undertook mission
simulations, experienced the feeling of walking on the moon in 1/6
gravity and learned what it is like to live on the International Space
Station. Students conducted experiments, built and launched their
own rockets, developed their knowledge of man’s journey into space
and explored the onsite museum.
On completion of their training the group travelled to Houston
Texas, the home of the Johnson Space Centre. Here they met a
real astronaut and asked him questions about his experiences
as well as visiting the actual Mission Control. Other activities
included a day at Texas A&M University for a lecture on marine
biology followed by a shark dissection, a guided tour of the Wiess
Energy Hall exploring the oil industry, a visit to the National Space
Biomedical Research Institute to meet astronaut Dr Leroy Chiao
and a lecture from Dr Andrea Hanson on her experiences working
as part of the space program with NASA. The trip ended with an
NBA game before returning home.

India
In December 2015 a group of 15 students travelled to India with
Dr Sujatha Mehta, Miss Annabel Armstrong and Rev Jenni Stoddart.
The trip enabled students to experience the richness of Indian culture
and history, visit Hindu and Bahá’í temples, experience a Christian
church service and serve in two contrasting Indian Schools.
The students began their trip at St Andrew’s in Hyderabad where
they experienced extraordinary hospitality from the school.
St Andrew’s provides education at no or very little cost and Rev
Stoddart opened a new wing of the school to which the 2015
Abbotsleigh Service Project had contributed.
The students also took part in St Andrew’s Christmas celebrations,
a science fair and interacted with the orphaned children who live
with the school’s Principal. In Jaipur the group was hosted by Neerja
Modi School. Our students served at the Nischay Institute, which is
a school within Neerja Modi providing free education to girls below
the poverty line. Abbotsleigh girls ran an art class for the students
and were taught chocolate making and henna art by the Nischay
students. The girls also visited significant historical landmarks and
places of worship and experienced an Indian wedding.
The trip was immensely challenging and rewarding with students
experiencing a very different culture, facing the
realities of poverty and extending their
understanding of history and
religious practice.
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Grace Cossington Smith Gallery
The gallery is a venue where students and the public engage with
high quality professional art with a focus on learning. Exhibitions
contribute to visual literacy and knowledge in many faculty areas
providing information and visual stimulus. The exhibitions Creativity
in Wartime, Incandescence and Shaun Tan: The Art of Story were
directed towards syllabus areas in History, Design and Technology
and English in the Junior and Senior School. The first hand interaction
with works by significant Australian artists, and often the artists
themselves, adds immensely to the art teaching across the School.
The Art of Cicada Press (January/February/March) was an exciting
collaboration with Michael Kempson, Head of Printmaking at Uni
NSW Art/Design. The exhibition included works by distinguished
artists such as Vernon Ah Kee, Fiona Hall, Elisabeth Cummings,
Euan Macleod and Reg Mombassa (aka Chris O’Doherty).
Interiors/Exteriors (March/April), continued the gallery’s engagement
with Artist Run Initiatives (ARI) in inner Sydney with an exhibition from
MOP gallery and Galerie pompom. Selected contemporary artists,
Chris Dolman, Deb Mansfield, Emma Thomson, Gary Carsley,
Hayley Megan French, Heath Franco, Kate Beckingham, Kylie
Banyard, Mason Kimber, Nana Ohnesorge, Ron Adams, Samuel
Quinteros, Vivian Cooper Smith presented their experiences of
living and being in a place.

Creativity in Wartime (April/May) was specifically curated for History
students with an emphasis on creative responses to WWI. This
important exhibition was made possible through an Anzac Centenary
Grant from the Federal Government. It included works by George
Lambert, Frank Hurley, Norman Lindsay, books by May Gibbs and C
J Dennis and other artefacts. Loans were generously offered by the
families of Charles Bean and William Tebbutt, amongst others. The
catalogue introduction was written by Peter FitzSimons.
Incandescence (June/July) was an exhibition coinciding with
Vivid Sydney. Selected artists Warren Langley, Cinnamon Lee,
Tom Loveday, Dani Marti, Eugenia Raskopoulos, Jason Sims
Brendan van Hek and John Wright exhibited works responding
to the materiality of light. GCS Gallery staff facilitated GLOW, a
light event on 15 June, bringing together the Junior and Senior
Schools, the gallery and our local community.
Shaun Tan: The Art of Story, Discovering The Lost Thing, book to
film (July/August) was a highly popular touring exhibition from Books
Illustrated, Melbourne organised to complement the Abbotsleigh
Literary Festival. It explored working drawings and visual directions of
Australian illustrator Shaun Tan.
Abbotsleigh Art Month (August/September) saw the annual Year
12 Showcase of Visual Arts students followed by an exhibition of
artworks by 35 Abbotsleigh Old Girl professional artists.
Two exhibitions in September/October were selected from
proposals submitted by artists. Certain journeys: in search of
connections with place, was a survey show of artist/printmaker
Gary Shinfield, and Drawn Together, Painted Apart, was an
exhibition of plein air artworks from the Hawkesbury
Drawing Group.
Grace Cossington Smith art award (November/December) is
a national art award inviting contemporary Australian artists
to respond to the theme ‘Making Connections’. The winning
work becomes part of the Abbotsleigh collection.
The recipient of this year’s award was Mark Titmarsh with
his three-panel work, Light from Light.

Community engagement
The gallery provides a welcoming and ever changing
backdrop for school community functions. This year,
the gallery hosted numerous events for parents, staff,
the Old Girls and local community groups. Volunteers
are instrumental in providing relief for gallery staff.
Our 25 volunteers mind the front desk and welcome
visitors. The two hours that they offer are invaluable
and offers of assistance are always welcome. Beyond the gallery,
Mary Faith presented to the Adult Discussion Group, Wahroonga
Rotary and the VADEA Conference and Lisa Jones presented to
curatorial students at Sydney University.
In 2016, the GCS Gallery received Deductible Gift Recipient
status and became part of the Federal Government’s Cultural Gift
program, enabling the gallery to receive tax deductible gifts of art.
We greatly appreciate the support this year from Shirley Fong,
Book Council Australia Northern Group, Fuji Xerox Australia and
the Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union.
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Community
Abbotsleigh’s community is defined by the quality of the social
and emotional connections holding it together and by our desire
to grow these relationships. We know that by working together,
we are creating the best possible learning environment for our
girls, and that these relationships will sustain the School’s future.
2016 started with record attendance at Twilight on the Plaza,
a welcome for all parents from the Headmistress, at which
we were entertained by student musicians including the
Jazz Ensemble. Early in the term, boarder parents gathered
at the annual Boarder Parent Roundup and later in the year,
at informal events in Singleton, Mudgee, Orange and Dubbo
as well as at House dinners.
As part of the City Family Scheme, a gathering was held at
Linton House for parents and daughters in Years 7 and 8
where students played games and shared afternoon tea with
their families and the resident Guide Dog puppy.
With the guidance of Rev Jenni Stoddart, the School’s Chaplain,
Abbotsleigh’s Christian Fellowship has reformed this year and
is in a season of growth. The ACF supports the School through
prayer and acts of generosity, for example, each Year 12 leaver
was given a yellow rose during the Valedictory Chapel service to
signify our community’s prayers and thoughts.
The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association supported two parent
seminars in 2016: Susan McLean, who presented on the positive
benefits and responsible use of technology, and Paul Dillon, who
presented on keeping teenagers safe around alcohol and drugs.
Community service
is a significant part
of Abbotsleigh’s
culture. In 2016
students and parents
in both the Junior
and Senior Schools
gave their support
to the McGrath
Foundation’s

Pull on Your Socks campaign by wearing pink socks to their IPSHA
and IGSSA Saturday sport.
The APA has raised funds for its activities while providing
enjoyable opportunities for our community. A much appreciated
initiative in 2016 was the introduction of a coffee van during term
time on Saturdays at the School’s Aquatic Centre. In addition,
the APA ran barbecues at the Infants Athletics and Swimming
Carnivals and a baked goods stall at the Junior School Cross
Country Carnival. We are also grateful to the many parents who
volunteered their time to support this year’s Literary Festival,
including attendance at events, care of authors and provision
of morning and afternoon teas.
Our Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union held two business networking
events in 2016, including an address in October by Dorothy
Hoddinott AO, Principal of Holroyd High School, talking about
the education of refugee and asylum seeker children. In addition
to the annual five and ten year reunions, in September our Old
Girls gathered on the east and west coasts of the United States,
and during the year, at regional reunions including in the west
of NSW, Queensland and Victoria. This year’s Old Girl mother
daughter dinner featured Jessica Cant (2012) who spoke about
networking and her life since school.
At the end of October, a dinner was held to recognise 12
years of Judith Poole’s headship and to celebrate 40 years of
the Abbotsleigh Foundation. Our attendees included current
and past staff and parents, Old Girls, Council and Foundation
members and the wider community. Mrs Poole spoke to us about
the meaning of community and encouraged us to consider the
many ways we can extend our reach and ‘open our gates wider’
through philanthropy, thus enabling more girls to benefit from an
Abbotsleigh education. Our Indigenous Scholarships program
and our Kathleen McCredie scholarships are just two examples
of opportunities kindly supported in 2016 with gifts from parents,
Old Girls and other friends of the School. This year the Foundation
also completed its $2 million contribution to the School for the new
Sports Hall development, a significant facility that will contribute to
the education of girls for generations to come.
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