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‘Be somebody who makes
everybody feel like a somebody’
(Robby Novak)

Look Up,
Reach Out
2019 has been an incredible year which has
seen our student leaders skilfully weave their
theme – ‘Look Up, Reach Out’ into the rich
tapestry of all that has made Abbotsleigh the
great school that it is. The girls’ inspirational
dream was to have everyone look up, notice
those around them and reach out to each
other and to those in the wider world.
The theme, combined with the 2019 service
project, Connect our Community, has seen our
girls, staff and parents embrace what it means
to make a positive difference in our world of
today and tomorrow. As a result, we have seen
members of our community involved in many
initiatives, some of which have included:
• Collecting musical instruments and
distributing them to children who can’t
afford an instrument but desperately want
to play one
• Becoming involved with Anglicare’s mobile
pantry
• Collecting for, and packing hundreds of
Anglicare Christmas boxes,
• Volunteering at Foodbank
• Providing food for the homeless in Hornsby
• Raising money for those in need, including
the girls’ Term 4 initiative: ‘Denim for
Drought’.
• Ensuring our rural boarders are being
looked after through incredible generosity

• Continuing to provide Indigenous
scholarships, again through incredible
generosity.
Indeed, our girls, staff and parents have
inspired us all to be ‘somebody who makes
everybody feel like a somebody.’ (R Novak)
As I have said to the girls many times, what
you are or become, is very important; however,
who you are as a person, your character, your
treatment of others is even more important. At
Abbotsleigh the girls are striving to become
girls and young women of fine character,
whose behaviour reflects our deep Christian
values of ‘Respect, Integrity, Perseverance,
Courage and Compassion’. By embedding
these strong values into their very being, our
girls are striving to become the very best
versions of themselves.
In the same way, our girls are striving to
become the best learners that they can
be. 2019 has certainly been a year of deep
learning, excellent teaching and exceptional
accomplishment on the part of each girl. Our
girls’ curiosity about all things has meant
that they have asked excellent questions
and grappled with problems and difficult
concepts. They have also revelled in thinking
deeply, critically and creatively, all the while
connecting, collaborating and communicating
with one another as well as with those well
beyond the gates of Abbotsleigh.
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Our girls’ skills of authentic problem solving
are impressive and we have seen them code,
build robots and ‘think outside the box’ to
develop innovative ideas that solve real life
problems.
2019 again saw Abbotsleigh girls attain
exceptional NAPLAN and Higher School
Certificate results with the School being
named the Top Independent Girls’ School in
NSW and being placed 12th overall for this
year’s HSC. We especially congratulate Nao
(Olivia) Chen who attained an ATAR 99.9 and
is this year’s HSC dux. We also congratulate
Stella Leonardi who was placed 1st in the state
in Music 2; Rosie Meares who was placed 4th
in Design and Technology; Grace McInerney
who was placed 5th in History Extension;
and Annabelle Shaw who was placed 10th
in Business Studies. Further, many of our
girls’ works were nominated for OnSTAGE,
ARTEXPRESS, ENCORE and Shape. We are
certainly very proud of each girl of the Class of
2019.
As a school that offers our girls ‘the
opportunity to do more so that they have the
ability to be more’, our girls across the whole
School have continued to be involved in myriad
activities throughout the year. It has been
wonderful to see them play and compete in
so many different sports, as well as debate,
participate in public speaking competitions,
play musical instruments, sing and perform
in concerts, plays, musicals and dance just
to name a few. The list of clubs that are both
teacher and student led is awe inspiring and
I am always delighted when the girls come to
me with yet another initiative or idea about
other activities in which they would like to be
involved. Our future is indeed, in good hands!
And what of the future of education? 2019 has
been an exciting time in this crucial area with
the Masters’ Review calling for an overhaul
of the NSW curriculum. It seems that this
overhaul will mean that our curriculum is likely
to much more innovative and agile, also it is
likely to be more inter-disciplinary and have
a much more global focus. These changes
are most welcome, and it is wonderful that
Abbotsleigh is already heading in this direction
as we provide agile and innovative as well as
deep learning experiences that are often inter-

disciplinary (STEAM) and globally focused,
stretching our girls well beyond what the
current curriculum already offers.
Our School Council is also looking towards
an innovative and outward looking future
and they are working very hard to ensure
that we are providing state of the art learning
environments and buildings that will enhance
our girls’ learning and opportunities well into
the future.
We have many people to thank for all that they
have done to help make 2019 at Abbotsleigh
so marvellous.
Our sincere thanks go to:
• Mr Paul Fontanot, Chair, and the whole
Abbotsleigh Council
• Parents and grandparents – through the
Abbotsleigh Parents Association, led
by Ms Kathy Campbell, the Abbotsleigh
Parent Representatives, led by Dr
Ambereen Qureshi, and the Abbotsleigh
Boarder Parents Association, led by Mrs
Rachel Laurie (until August) and Mrs Sue
Sylvester (from August)
• Our Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union led by
Mrs Belinda Burton
• The Abbotsleigh Foundation, chaired by
Mr Rob Adams
• Our very generous donors – who contribute
to scholarships, bursaries, prizes, our
library, and buildings.
We would especially like to thank Ms Kathy
Campbell, who has led the APA so well for
three years and Mrs Rachel Laurie who has led
the ABPA equally as well for three years. These
dedicated women, both of whom are retiring
from these positions, have selflessly given their
time, expertise and wisdom to Abbotsleigh and
we are very grateful for all that they have done.
We are indeed, so grateful for all that every
member of our community is doing to ensure
that our girls have wonderful opportunities and
the best environment in which to learn.
Another very important person to whom we
must pay tribute is our Archbishop – The
Right Honourable Dr Glenn Davies who is also
retiring. As Archbishop, Dr Davies has been
President of the Abbotsleigh School Council,
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presided over many Speech Days, conducted
Confirmation Services and my Induction
Service, commissioned our prefects at annual
Prefect Services, provided wise counsel, and
prayed for everyone in our community. We are
very grateful for all that Dr Davies has done
for Abbotsleigh and we wish him God’s richest
blessings in his retirement.
As the year draws to a close, we would like to
thank our wonderful staff, led by the Senior
Leadership Team, for all that they do. Our staff
at Abbotsleigh are committed, professional
and talented educators who inspire our girls to
achieve their personal best and we are deeply
indebted and grateful to every member of
staff for all that they do for our girls. We thank
especially, Mrs Victoria Rennie, Deputy Head
and Head of Senior School and Boarding and
Ms Sally Ruston, Head of Junior School for
their wisdom, support and hard work.

We would particularly like to acknowledge Mrs
Sue Carr, ‘Mathematics Teacher Extraordinaire’
who is retiring after 29 years of exceptional
service, and Mrs Janet Lloyd, our wonderful
Head of Languages, who is retiring after 10
years of equally exceptional service. We also
congratulate Mrs Kate Coventry who is moving
from her role as Deputy Head of the Junior
School to a Pre-K – 12 role at our school.
We thank these dedicated women and all
members of staff who are leaving, for their
great contribution to Abbotsleigh. We will
certainly miss them, and we wish them well.
2019 has seen our community challenged to
‘Look Up and Reach Out’ and it has been a
great privilege to see how our girls have strived
to make a positive difference in their world of
today and tomorrow. Each girl has certainly
tried to be ‘somebody who makes everybody
feel like somebody.’
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Christian Purpose
Anyone who experiences joy
will want it again. Our hope
is to give our students an
understanding and experience
of joy in God that they will
want again and again.

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:
Rejoice! Our School Lesson instructs that we
should ‘Rejoice’ that is to re–joy our world.
Joy has been the key theme of Christian
Enrichment at Abbotsleigh in 2019. C.S
Lewis, the writer of The Lion the Witch and
the Wardrobe, contrasts joy with happiness
and says:
‘Joy must be sharply distinguished both from
happiness and pleasure. Joy has indeed one
characteristic, and one only, in common
with them; the fact that anyone who has
experience it will want it again…’
Joy is Jesus’ gift. Joy is the recognition of
being ‘in kilter’ with oneself, God, others and
the physical world through Christ. This ‘in
kilter’ leads to responding to the good days
of life with gratitude and generosity and in
the struggles of life with faithfulness and
purposefulness.

We have re-joyed by focusing on relationship
with God. In chapels from ELC to Senior
School the message of God’s always present,
forgiving and transforming love through
Jesus has been shared. ELC students have
gathered to create Easter gardens and sing
with joy. Junior School has been visited by
writers, puppets and Bible story tellers. Senior
School has been transfixed by a visit from
Henry Olonga and the story of his faith as he
protested apartheid in Zimbabwe.
We have re-joyed by focusing on connecting
with others. Year 9 students spent a day with
students from Shore where they considered
the needs of those who are differently-abled.
Through the generosity of our students,
particularised gifts were created for members
of Jesus Club, a group that cares for those
with intellectual disabilities. The gifts were so
thankfully received, and our students learnt in
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action what it is to value each human as made
in the image of God. In boarder chapel we
have been building a connection with Bunda
Girl’s School in Tanzania. Writing letters to
boarders on the other side of the world has
brought great joy.

We have re-joyed by focusing on caring for the
created order. You can read elsewhere in this
report how Year 4 learnt about how precious
water is; a way to discover the beauty and
wonder of God’s created earth and a reminder
of the joy it is to act in care for the earth and
others.

8

Early Learning
Documenting Children’s Skills,
Abilities and Thinking

available digitally as well as displayed at the
infants’ and toddlers’ eye levels, on the walls,
so they could revisit, reimagine and redo.
When the educators stopped to reflect upon
this shift, they noted that often seemingly
small moments can act as a catalyst in
highlighting infants’ and toddlers’ thinking
and learning. The educators wanted to share
more about thinking dispositions in Nursery
aged children and move away from the
language of developmental milestones that
can be a limiting paradigm.

The Nursery Room educators decided to
implement the ‘thinking routines’ as defined
by the Visible Thinking Course run out
of Harvard University. The intent was to
establish habits of minds in our youngest
of children that would stand them in great
stead in their learning for life.

The ‘Artful Thinking Palette’ was another
Visible Thinking tool to collate thinking
dispositions. Photographs visually
highlighted the infants and toddlers involved
in learning situations and were matched
with the dispositions that the educators
observed. Sharing this documentation with
the children, the parents and educators
allowed us all to view our toddlers as
capable and confident learners.

The educators began with the routine 'See,
Think, Wonder' to demonstrate how these
words slow down the power of observation
to detect learning. These strategies were
used to assist infants and toddlers in
demonstrating their newly acquired skills.
The results were also shared with families
through documentation. Sharing pedagogical
documentation is a very powerful platform
not just for teachers and families, but also
for children. The documentation was visible,

While the Nursery embarked on this journey,
Abbotsleigh as a whole school has been
looking at defining ‘deeper learning’. The
continuum of education begins with infants
and toddlers. This project of structuring
and provoking the learning of our youngest
children has enabled us to see them as
thinkers and theory makers already ready
to ‘thrive in turbulent, complex times,
apply thinking to new situations, and
change the world’ (Fullan, 2018).
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Christian Enrichment

Professional Learning

Mixed age grouping offers opportunities
for learning and development that is not
present in age-based grouping. The maturity
and sophistication of older children offers
a model for younger children and leadership
opportunities. Younger children also tend
to receive more emotional support from
older children than from those closer in
age and readily share their active
imaginations and creativity.

Our insights and knowledge into the nature
of learning for very young children continues
to grow in quantum and rigour. Because
learning is essential to attaining professional
best practice and is an intellectually
simulating pursuit, our Early Learning
educators have spent much time this year
engaged in research and reflection. Such
practices have included:

Working through this mixed age lens in
partnership with the school’s Christian ethos
and values, a group of the 3-4 and 4-5-yearold children meet weekly to participate in
the Godly Play program. It is here where the
educators unpack children's thinking and
relationships through shared wondering as
they respond to the project with their own
expressive work. The use of concrete objects
lays the foundation to support children's
thinking. For example, using the symbol of
a figure with outstretched arms is a visual
representation of Jesus.
Praying is an integral part of Godly Play and
something the children and educators do at
the beginning and end of each lesson. Part
of Godly Play is giving the children time to
represent their thinking through the 100
languages while planting the seeds of faith,
joy and love to support our youngest of
children in their spiritual growth.

• Incorporating the research on selfregulation of Dr Stuart Shanker (research
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and
Psychology at York University). Given a
well-developed capacity for self-regulation
has been highly correlated with wellbeing
and learning development, much focus has
been given to building a learning culture
that promotes this skill set.
• Connecting with Expert in Residence,
Anthony Semann, who provided bespoke
professional learning and advice to all
Early Learning educators to ensure that our
practices are innovative and evidence based.
• Nursery educators and families partnered
with Macquarie University’s Department
of Educational Studies to undertake a
new research project titled, Talk-LearnKnow (TaLK) that is investigating whether
the language environment experienced
by 12-18 month old infants predicts their
language development at three. Through
investigating the use of language used
in storytelling, play, meals, care and
incidental interactions, this research
is seeking to find means of supporting
parents and early learning educators
with strategies to support rich language
development.
• Collaborating with a paediatric nutritionist
to assist the chefs in adjusting and refining
the menu so that meals provide a wide
variety of nutritious food to expand the
palate and build good food habits.
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Junior
School
The joy of working with young minds is infinite.
Our girls bring such purpose, curiosity and
energy to learning as they are hungry to acquire
understanding and make sense of their world.
Our challenge as educators is to ensure that
the requisite skills, knowledge and attributes
are well developed in each student while at the
same time making learning engaging, deep and
relevant to real life. The following vignettes give
snapshots of learning at its most compelling.

Great learning happens when the tension
between the acquisition of core knowledge
and skills is balanced with a child’s ability to
transfer such understanding to create new
and innovative outcomes. The hack work of
learning grammatical features, basic number
facts and spelling rules is certainly not
memorable or exciting in the life of a learner.
Yet such foundational underpinnings are
essential if we are to create the framework
against which all creative, critical and
innovative thinking is to thrive.

We share here this melding of minds where
equal emphasis is placed on equipping the
child with the acumen to empower them
to engage in learning that is deep, rich,
sustained and challenging. Each of these
year group explanations demonstrates
innovative programs that have been delivered
for the first time this year. As educators, we
are constantly seeking to see our girls as
powerful, resilient and intrinsically motivated
learners of the highest calibre.

junior school
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TRANSITION

Transition has been exploring
nature in myriad ways. The project
began from a simple provocation
by one of the girls during story time
when she asked, ‘What is nature?’

The exploration began in our own
playground, where every morning we
gathered in a circle around a grand old
gum tree. We acknowledged the Aboriginal
people who cared for the land for thousands
of years and watched the rainbow lorikeets
and cockatoos come and go above us.
The girls germinated seeds and planted
them at the ACEE and hid potatoes in the
damp earth in the hope that they would
grow. Eating our lunch around the campfire,
we watched local kookaburras in the
towering gums.

Together we began to explore what did and
did not constitute nature. The topic really
grew traction when we asked the girls to
bring in a photo of a place in nature that
was special to them. Some brought in a
photo of a garden or beach. However, other
girls brought in photos of theme parks and
high-rise hotels. We decided to explore this
further and expose the girls to the wonder
and beauty of this country.

To expand their knowledge of the local
community and other natural environments,
we visited the Ku-ring-gai National Park.
We walked through the bush, observed
different plants, fungi and rocks, and
looked out for insects and creatures.
Through each experience the girls grew
in confidence and understanding that our
natural world is precious and priceless.
If we want children to flourish, to become
truly empowered, then let us allow them to
love the earth before we ask them to save it.
- David Sobel, Beyond Ecophobia
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KINDERGARTEN

Defining Creativity
Kindergarten explored what it means to
be creative. They discussed the types of
activities and times that they felt very
creative and what this looked like at
school. Through exploring their strengths
and weaknesses they thought of ways to
develop and express their own creativity.

the form of a room in a shoe box. The
girls were given time to plan, collaborate,
problem solve and create. Making a birds’
eye view map and zooming in on features
of their rooms was a highlight. They enjoyed
discussing their projects with others to
share and develop their ideas.

There were many opportunities to explore
this skill during the school day; through clay
making in Art, block building in Maths and
story writing in English. However, the main
project occurred in our Geography lessons.
The girls thought carefully about places that
were special to them such as their home, the
playground or the classroom. They were then
invited to create their own special place in

The girls were very proud of their special
place boxes. They wrote about the process
and discussed ways that they showed
creativity. This project brought much joy
through the satisfaction of what had been
produced as well as through peer feedback.
The girls learnt that they need to take risks and
make mistakes as part of the creative process.

junior school
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YEAR 1

What do you Treasure?
The excitement in Year 1 was almost
palpable as the girls brought in various
precious artefacts as part of a History
project. These items painted a personal
narrative for each student as they explored
family histories. The Abbotsleigh Learning
Framework, with a focus on self-regulation,
was used to support the program.
Girls monitored their progress as they
made decisions on how to best represent
their learning.
Rich literature was shared with a focus
on themes relating to family structures,
belonging and change. These were explored
and discussed in great detail. They provided
a setting that enabled a deepening of the
learning experiences and an opportunity
for the girls to relate these stories to their
own lives.
Students then demonstrated their
understanding through the creation of a
personal online book which they could
access and share via a QR code. It was
fantastic to see the girls’ innovation and
creativity in this task.

This deep learning History project
culminated in a Celebration of Learning
afternoon, where the girls’ projects were
on display for the wider school community
to view. It was impressive to see the girls
grasp this opportunity to share their family
history and how proud they were of their
own accomplishments.
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YEAR 2

Innovating and Creating
through Technology

An exciting new project for Year 2 girls began with a
focus on changes in technology over time. Without
instructions, each student was given a Tamagotchi to
explore. The students had to investigate, enquire and
communicate with one another to try and work out
how the piece of technology worked. The devices went
home so the girls could care for their creature. The
students showed persistence and worked with each
other to solve any problems that they encountered.
The next stage of the project was for the girls to design
their own Tamagotchi. They spent time choosing
from a large list of characteristics that they had
brainstormed, then had four attempts at drawing
their pet. Finally, the girls drew and cut out their final
design and brought it to life using different materials
such as felt, pom poms, feathers and string.
To conclude the project, we used pocket-sized
computers called micro:bits to enhance the girls’
coding knowledge and expand their creativity using
digital technologies. Each girl created their own
‘block code’ for their pet. Using algorithms, they
wrote instructions and then synced their written
code to the micro:bit before inserting into their
Tamagotchi. Together Year 2 girls used innovation,
persistence and resilience alongside technology to
create their own virtual pet.

YEAR 3

Reading Coming to
Life in Book Café
The Year 3 Book Café was a learning celebration
of a new sort. It was a day underpinned by the
theme of connection, punctuated by engaging,
student-led discussions, deep reflection and a
fascinating guest speaker.
After being inspired by the notion of a traditional
book club, students were transported to their very
own Book Café, complete with hot chocolate and
charming decorations. The Book Café was officially
opened by Madame Glen, a former Abbotsleigh
teacher and reading enthusiast. Madame Glen
shared her favourite childhood books before
teaching girls about the joys of starting a book club.
Following Madame Glen’s talk, students were assigned
discussion groups. Within their groups, each girl was
given a specific role, these roles included: manager;
synthesiser; questioner and summariser. By taking
on the specific responsibilities of their role, students
responded to a series of questions designed to
promote critical and creative thinking as well as
collaboration. The scaffolded discussions brought
together a term’s worth of rich learning.

The girls’ conversations revealed their complex and
multifaceted understanding of characters, storylines
and major themes. In response to the question,
‘How is connection represented around the world?’,
students commented that:
Sign language can be a connection around the
world. (Elyse)
Connection can be represented around the world
with music or even with art or statues. (Sophia)
The Year 3 Book Café was an opportunity to bring
literacy lessons to life and provide students with a
chance to apply and challenge their understanding
and skills in an authentic context.

junior school
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YEAR 4

Exploring the Life
of a Convict
According to American businesswoman, Denise
Morrison, innovation requires an experimental
mindset. This was very much the case when the
idea of a Year 4 Convict Camp was proposed.
For many years, Year 4 students had attended
The Rocks Walking Tour excursion when learning
about the British Colonisation of Australia. Year 4
teachers then experimented with the introduction
of a tall ship cruise of Sydney Harbour in 2017. This
was done to help students experience conditions
onboard an actual tall ship, like the one that travelled
in the First Fleet. This additional excursion proved
highly successful and its positive impact on student
learning exceeded expectations.
With an experimental mindset and a determination
to further enhance learning for all students, the Year
4 Convict Camp was born. This innovative initiative
provided a highly engaging and interactive experience
for all the girls. The addition of a guided tour and
overnight stay on Cockatoo Island, a jet cat ride along
the Parramatta River, an opportunity to explore St
John’s Cemetery and time spent working as convict
children at Elizabeth Farm, has seen Convict Camp
become a hallmark of the Year 4 History program and
an example of educational innovation at Abbotsleigh.

Convict Camp Student Reflections:
Before Convict Camp I didn’t know how I
would feel if I travelled back in time, but on
Convict Camp I ‘was’ a real convict. I felt a
bubble of hope rise when I signed my ticket
of leave but was rather nervous when we were
asked to show our housekeeping skills in case
I got a flogging! (Neave)
Convict Camp was terrific! It was so
much fun when we acted like convicts
at Elizabeth Farm. It gave Year 4 a good
understanding of what life was like in the 18th
century. (Matilda)
Convict Camp was a joy-filled experience
packed with many extraordinary adventures.

I especially enjoyed the amazing views at
Cockatoo Island and watching my teachers,
Mr Keating and Madame Jacobs climb the
mast of the tall ship. (Katherine)
Convict Camp was extremely interesting, and
it helped me to grow in knowledge of the First
Fleet. It was a great opportunity to develop
independence and friendships. (Nimue)

junior school
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YEAR 5

Drone Challenge
Understanding that not everyone welcomes
new development was eye opening. The girls
were therefore provoked to find solutions
to the objections raised and hurdles to
be surmounted. This is where the drones
became integral to solution finding.

Investigating a variety of contemporary
geographical land uses was made exciting
and real for our Year 5 girls when the means
of exploring these spaces was enhanced
through the introduction of drone coding
and flying. The impact of major projects
such as NorthConnex, Sydney Metro and
Barangaroo was introduced to expose the
girls to exciting and real-world challenges.
Through investigations of the benefits and
consequences of these projects, students
examined the geographical characteristics of
the sites, the interconnections between the
places and the range of differing viewpoints.

Students investigated the use of drones
in real-world scenarios and came up with
solutions to identified problems in our local
area. Using Tello Drone Blocks the girls
coded their drones to complete specific
challenges. Within these groups, students
presented their solutions and showed off
their coding ability by flying drones with
skill, dexterity and increasing speed.
To put these new skills to the test,
Abbotsleigh hosted the inaugural Interschool
Drone Challenge. Students from Barker
College, Knox Grammar School and
Ravenswood worked collaboratively with
our girls in mixed school teams to solve
real world problems focusing on the United
Nations sustainable goal of building resilient
infrastructure, promoting inclusive and
sustainable industrialisation and fostering
innovation. The students were given
scenarios that promoted the development
of a sustainable community. They had four
key challenges in their community that had
to be solved using drones. Testing possible
design solutions based on computational
thinking meant constant iterations, failures
and successes all featured in the students’
collaborative solutions.
One of our key focus areas during the
project was the way in which the girls
developed their interpersonal skills.
Working effectively in teams is one of
our key learning dispositions at Abbotsleigh;
a skill which will last the girls a lifetime.

junior school
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YEAR 6

Stories from a Suitcase
The Stories from a Suitcase project allows
Year 6 girls to walk in the footsteps of
others and contend with the complexities
of migration. Every girl researches a
migration story and recreates that story by
adopting the characteristics of its subject.
In doing so, the girls must select artefacts
to symbolise key events and significant
emotions experienced within the recounted
journey, packing them in a suitcase to share
with an audience of peers, parents and
teachers. The project is an example of deep
learning as historical content is acquired
alongside empathy. Additionally, students
need to think critically in order to respond to
different source materials; inferring values
and considering a range of perspectives.
In order to present this task with sensitivity,
students spent a whole term participating
in rich learning tasks such as an immersion
experience to recreate the experiences of a
refugee, a discussion of first-hand testimony
with a Holocaust survivor at the Sydney
Jewish Museum, and the completion of a
Service Learning activity in which students
researched, budgeted for and earnt grocery
items needed in a range of ethnic cuisines
for Anglicare’s Mobile Pantry program.

Building empathy along with research skills
and knowledge of Australia’s immigration
history prepares the girls to respond with
insight, compassion and positive intent in
our global world.
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Christian Enrichment
Expanding our girls’ biblical knowledge and
helping them to embody our Abbotsleigh values
that are underpinned by our Christian faith is an
incremental and ongoing journey that we take most
seriously. Shared here are illustrations of class-based
curriculum initiatives that have supported the girls
to respond with ‘head, heart and hands’.

YEAR 4: PRECIOUS WATER

YEAR 6: MOBILE COMMUNITY PANTRY PROJECT

This year Sydney saw its first water restrictions in a
decade. For many of our Junior School students, this
will have been the first time that the abstract concept
of water shortage will have had a direct impact on
their daily lives. To grapple with this concept, Year
4 students increased their understanding of and
empathy for people around the world with limited
access to clean water.

But all other pleasures pale into nothingness before
service which is rendered in the spirit of joy. – Ghandi

In a cross-curricular Christian Studies and Geography
unit, Year 4 students participated in a water simulation
challenge illustrating some of the difficulties of living
with limited water supply. Students were given a list of
tasks to complete which represented different aspects
of daily life, all of which required water. Students
experienced how simple daily tasks can become
incredibly time-consuming and how lack of access to
a basic resource like water can have a big impact of a
child’s life and education.
In the lead-up to the simulation day, students
reflected on their own water usage and researched
water accessibility around Australia and the world.
Our Year 4 students loved the hands-on learning of
the water simulation challenge. Since the experience,
they have shown great generosity in caring for those
with limited access to water and extra thoughtfulness
about their own water usage.

Year 6 have been learning about continuity and change
within Australian society and have been exploring the
journeys of refugees. To complement this, the Year
6 Service Learning project has focused on assisting
refugees in our local community through their support
of Anglicare’s Mobile Community Pantry. This program
endeavours to assist refugees in their transition to
life in a new country by providing grocery items at a
significantly subsidised price.
To help make their start a little easier, the girls
organised a food drive to collect goods that will make
a significant difference to these families in need. The
girls worked with enthusiasm to calculate the cost of
the items to be purchased and did jobs at home to
earn the required amount of money. Year 6 were also
fortunate to spend time with Ashleigh Lee-Jo from
Anglicare, who shared the stories of many people
who have previously been assisted by the Mobile
Community Pantry.
Throughout this project, Year 6 experienced joy in
being able to serve others, making a difference to the
lives of refugees within our community.
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Middle School
Middle School enjoyed its second year of
smaller tutor groups, which enabled us to
deliver a more comprehensive and better
tailored wellbeing program for our girls.
Our focus areas included the four pillars
of health (nutrition, sleep, exercise and
relaxation), developing positive relationships,
different communication styles, cyber safety,
resilience building as well as some time for
study skills.
Our Year 7 girls prepared a group
presentation demonstrating what they learnt
in tutor time while our Year 8 girls prepared
videos for our inaugural short film festival.
Middle School is certainly a time that allows
our girls to develop their skills but also to
be empowered to promote our Abbotsleigh
values. Our academic program continues
to promote multi-dimensional learning and
is complemented by our outdoor education
programs and well as co-curricular and
STEAM opportunities.

Our Year 8 girls have led the Middle School
in terms of pursuing initiatives of interest.
First up was the very successful Teddy
Bears’ Picnic held in March to raise money
and awareness for the Bandaged Bear
Foundation. The girls ran a very successful
bake sale which was enjoyed by the rest
of the Senior School. Later in the year, our
girls ran a ‘Ribbon for the Rainforest’ day
to demonstrate their understanding of the
quote by Greta Thumberg that ‘You are never
too small to make a difference.’ Concerned
about the effect of the fires in the Amazon
rainforest on climate change, our girls ran
a fundraiser for Amazon Watch, a not for
profit organisation aimed at protecting
the rainforest and advancing the rights of
indigenous peoples in the Amazon Basin.
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Senior College
Archdale
Senior College Archdale has continued
to develop strength as a key link between
Middle School and Senior College.
Archdale students have been provided with
opportunities to further contribute their
voice and ideas in a number of areas of
school life. The student voice group ‘The
Bettys’ grows in strength and continues to
support the views of the Archdale students.
The girls have also made a significant
contribution towards school achievements in
areas of sport, music and language arts.
Ten Year 9 and 10 students have enjoyed
being part of the SANG (Student Alliance
Network Group) which has focused on
the 2019 theme, ‘Stronger Together’,
concentrating on building networks, a
sense of agency, collaborative skills,
empathy and having more conversations
together regarding issues of equality. The
girls also contributed towards two social
justice activities: Leading by Listening,
supported by Killara High School and The
Brigidine College Social Justice Forum.
The first forum looked at leadership within
Indigenous communities and the latter
provided opportunities to listen to a range of
programs and organisations which address
social justice issues in our community
including the Smith Family, animal rescue
organisations and St John Ambulance.
Madeleine McDonnell (Year 10) encouraged
Year 10 students to contribute books to
provide resources to students in Papua New
Guinea.
The Year 9 girls continued their involvement
in their wellbeing program, ‘Successful
Minds’. This has been helpful in girls
being able to understand their character
strengths, develop skills in goal setting
and look at the concepts of empathy and
optimism. In addition, the girls have had
many opportunities to listen to speakers in
the areas of sleep, nutrition and hear from
our Police Liaison Officer, Senior Constable
Lynda Hart.

The theme for Wheeldon Cup in 2019 was
‘We are the Future’ and this encouraged
the girls to look at significant groups and
people who have allowed for a better future
such as Amelia Earhart as well as their own
contributions to creating a more just society.
In Year 10, the girls continued to enjoy many
experiences. In Term 1, the girls visited
Canberra as well as completed the All My
Own Work (AMOW) program and Morrisby
Testing. Work Experience was a highlight of
Term 2 and allowed the girls to gain many
experiences to support subject choices for
their Senior Studies. The girls continued
to participate in their Wellbeing program
and this year addressed the Four Pillars of
Health through various sessions including
relaxation sessions (cognitive), social board
games (social), rice paper rolls (nutrition)
and Rounders (physical). During Terms 3
and 4 the girls worked towards their ALE
(Applied Learning Experience) projects
which saw girls participating in activities to
support local schools, building houses in Fiji
and participating in an immersion program
through Red Earth in Far North Queensland.
The Year 10 girls also enjoyed the refreshed
look of the U corridor providing new, clean
lockers and great areas for girls to socialise
as well as work together on various projects.
There have been many activities and a lot of
successes in Archdale in 2019, thanks largely
to the support and significant and valued
contributions of the Year Coordinators Clare
Haymen (Year 9) and Jennifer Hurll (Year 10)
and all the Archdale Tutors.
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Senior College
‘Look up, Reach out’ very much infused the
life and culture of Senior College in 2019.
The girls supported each other as they
embraced the challenges of their Preliminary
and HSC studies. They also celebrated
each other’s successes and achievements
spanning academic and co-curricular areas;
the thundering applause for peers during
assemblies is just one of many indicators
that our girls are looking beyond themselves
and delighting in others.
Senior College students were actively
engaged in service activities this year. They
volunteered time and donated food items
to support Anglicare’s Mobile Community
Pantries which support people in need
throughout the broader Sydney region. They
donated musical instruments in support
of ‘Play it Forward’, a wonderful initiative
that will enable children in disadvantaged
schools to experience the social and
emotional benefits of music education.
Year 12 continued their regular visits to the

Thomas and Rosetta Aged Care facility in
Wahroonga, bringing joy to the residents
through music and conversation. Year 11 girls
knitted and crocheted squares that will be
made into blankets for people experiencing
homelessness, embracing this project with
gusto.
The importance of sleep, nutrition and
relaxation was at the forefront of our
wellbeing programs this year. The girls also
benefited from Dr Natasha Moore’s seminar
on the importance of freedom of speech
amid increasing intolerance in society.
Senior College students exercised
outstanding leadership through the Peer
Support and Peer Mentoring programs by
leading our many Abbotsleigh clubs and
through their leadership of major school
events and carnivals. Their contribution to
the culture and spirit of Abbotsleigh was
considerable.
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Christian Studies
2019 was an exciting year for the Christian
Studies Department. This was particularly
evident in the continual development of
curriculum to ensure that it is contextually
relevant and true to the Bible.
The first year of the Examining Existence
elective for Year 9 was very successful.
The girls thought deeply and developed
significant skills in the process of answering
the big questions about life. The multidisciplinary approach ensured that student
engagement and discussion was dynamic
and rigorous. A class United Nations
Security Council meeting presenting and
discussing the present conflict in Jerusalem
was a particular highlight.
The Examining Existence elective has
enabled further opportunities for students
in 2020. The HSC Studies of Religion course
will be offered for the first time as an
accelerated subject in Year 10.
We also introduced a refreshed offering of a
Theology course for Year 12 students in 2019.
The students benefited greatly from studying

the book of Mark despite the busyness of
HSC studies and we look forward to offering
more opportunities to study Theology in the
future.
The Prefect theme of ‘Look up, Reach
out’ was particularly relevant for Year 9
who researched the impact of famous
Christian women from the past. Along with
their report, the girls created artefacts to
visually represent their chosen women.
These artefacts were displayed in the GLOW
festival for parents and other students.
The impact of these women who looked
up and reached out is still felt today. It is a
great privilege to work with and teach these
outstanding young women.

senior school
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Drama
In Drama classrooms, theatrical ensembles
and onstage experiences, in collaborative
group work, decision making and team
skills for performance, the elements of
drama enhance confidence, belief, trust and
commitment.
Dramatic and theatrical experiences in
storytelling, as an actor and as an audience
member, are at the heart of the learning
and educational innovation of discovering,
through people and our relationships,
different perspectives of the world in which
we live. The impact we have on each other,
socially and culturally, is explored through
every character and role we inhabit. The
empathy we feel for these characters and
their situations and stories, allows us as
individuals to develop our own sense of
identity, understandings and knowledge.
In Years 7 and 8 Drama our students discover
the impact of movement and improvisation
in telling a story, creating a series of

moments in a situation or standing in the
shoes of a character to respond briefly and
react to given circumstances. In Years 9-12
Elective Drama, students pursue different
dramatic forms and performance styles
of theatre, including Gothic, Commedia
dell’Arte and Black Comedy. They experience
the work of a range of scriptwriters and
theatre practitioners such as Brecht and
Stanislavski, and create characters through
playbuilding, solo and group performances.
Drama students working together in
ensembles, pairs and larger casts have
enriching experiences in developing team
skills socially and theatrically, as well as
challenging themselves individually in
creating and performing for others. The
individual experience for each member
empowers her in simultaneously discovering
her own strengths and extending her
commitment to the group. Often the results
are spectacular!
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English
Throughout 2019 the central focus in English was
the preparation of our Year 12 students for the new
Higher School Certificate examinations in Standard,
Advanced and Extension 1 English. We worked
with the syllabus documents and prescribed texts
in readiness for what was, for us as well as for the
students, a bit of an unknown in terms of the types of
questions NESA might ask. This was invigorating and
challenging for all.
We also been worked on implications of the new
Stage 6 syllabus for our Stage 4 and 5 courses and
considerably refined the Year 11 courses that were the
first stage of the new syllabus last year.
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History

Languages

2019 saw the implementation of new Stage 6, Year
12 syllabuses in Modern, Ancient and Extension
History, including new topics for study and a stronger
emphasis on perspective, interpretation and source
analysis.

Individual empowerment is embodied clearly in the
very study of a language. Students learn to find their
voice in another language while awakening their
curiosity about another culture. Events such as Year 8
Languages Day and Year 10 Languages Day, as well as
exchanges to sister schools and contact with students
from other countries further develop these skills.

Digital technology continues to enhance student
learning including a new 20th century Colonial
Frontier Massacres site produced by Newcastle
University which Year 8 students access as part of
their Aboriginal and Indigenous Peoples, Colonisation
and Contact History unit of study. Year 7 students
use Minecraft to construct trading centres on the
Silk Road as part of their study of Ancient China.
The increasing use of podcasts and online lectures
keeps students up to date with the most recent
historiography.
Pertinently, Year 8 students learnt about the
devastating impact of drought on the once thriving
Angkor/Khmer Empire, while two Year 10 Mandatory
History classes were privileged to hear from
Rebecca Baillie, television producer and current
parent. Rebecca spoke about the production of the
Australian Story episode focused on Little Pattie
and the commemoration of the Battle of Long Tan,
demonstrating a different view in which history can be
presented.
Modern and Ancient History students in Year 11
undertook an historical investigation of their own
choice and presented their research as a written essay
as well as a viva voce in order to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding of their topic.
Some Extension History students participated in a
seminar led by Professor Carol Liston from Western
Sydney University to learn about the most recent
developments in the historiography of convict women,
analysing the statistics from the Assize Courts in
England and Scotland to overturn some long held
ideas about the nature of these women.

Our Languages students learn to become global
citizens who, with more than just their mother tongue,
can feel confident in other cultures. The extension
courses in particular challenge students to discuss
current world themes and to develop and articulate
their beliefs and values.
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Mathematics
The Mathematics Department is committed to
providing students with the opportunity to enjoy
and excel in Mathematics. Unlike the national and
international trend of girls discontinuing Mathematics
in senior years, student retention rates in Mathematics
at Abbotsleigh are well above the state average.
Mathematics teaching and learning strategies at
Abbotsleigh encourage students to work in groups,
think creatively and apply different strategies to
solve a problem. Students actively participate in
competitions and participate in hands-on, problemsolving activities in classes. STEAM initiatives have
also allowed students to use and develop their coding
skills to see the richness of Mathematics in the world
around them.
Our programs are designed for a variety of learning
experiences and differentiation, facilitating
opportunities for curiosity and deeper understanding
where students are encouraged to explore ideas from
many perspectives. Identifying individual learning
needs provides the opportunity for students to take
advantage of specially designed programs, including
Abbotsleigh’s Accelerated Mathematics Program. This
program is available from Year 8, allowing students to
progress through the core content of a school program
at a natural rate, rather than being restricted by
artificially imposed steps of progression.

The girls are given opportunities for deeper thinking
and not just to get ‘the right answer’. Collaboration
on solving word problems and applications to real
life situations afford the students the opportunity
to explore a range of approaches to mathematical
solutions. Throughout the senior years of Mathematics
at Abbotsleigh, the girls are exposed to more and more
approaches for solving problems, culminating in them
having the confidence and ability to take a complex
mathematical problem, analyse it, reflect upon it and
create a logical, reasoned response.
2019 was a particularly exciting year as the
Mathematics Department embraced the new Senior
Mathematics curriculum content and investigative
style assessment. These courses allowed students
more opportunities to think mathematically through
questioning, communicating and reasoning. Students
are given opportunities to find connections, think
critically and creatively and use appropriate
technology to support their mathematics.
Members of the faculty are encouraged to attend
professional development courses to keep abreast of
current trends in pedagogy. Sharing of ideas in the
faculty ensures that the Mathematics Department has
access to new and innovative ways of educating young
women. Virtual manipulatives give students prompts,
feedback, and answers to problems, allowing the
students more self-exploration.
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Music
Educational innovation is embedded in the everyday
life of the Music student at Abbotsleigh. Each student,
from Middle School through to our senior elective
Year 12 classes, is empowered to seek and explore
their individual aesthetic across a range of forums
and performance media. Music in 2019 achieved
stellar heights beginning with a performance on stage
at the Sydney Opera House ENCORE! concert by
Sarah Chang (First in State HSC 2 and Extension).
Consecutive First in State awards for the HSC
Music 2 and Extension course (2017 and 2018) are
testament to the exceptional standard and innovation
of Abbotsleigh Music students and the classroom
program.
Part of this learning innovation is providing the
opportunity to work with industry leaders and
performing musicians. This gives our students
experience grappling with artistic challenges and
solutions at the highest level. In 2019, the focus on
educational innovation continued to bring worldleading musicians to Abbotsleigh to give specialist
workshops and classes to our students.

Visiting artists included Madeleine Easton (protégée of
Sir John Eliot Gardner), award winning violinist Charmian
Gadd (Vienna International Violin Competition) and
renowned educator Mark Walton OAM.
In 2019, all our senior students worked with Composer
in Residence, Harry Sdraulig (recipient of the Layton
Fellowship 2019) and visiting artists to workshop
their original compositions. Receiving feedback
from professional experts and having the exciting
experience of hearing their works realised by live
musicians is a unique and invaluable experience for
our girls.
The Year 8 classes proved to have a number of
nascent composers, performers and entrepreneurs in
their midst. In each Music class, the girls immersed
themselves in student directed projects, creating
and performing four original musicals. They took on
roles of script writers, composers, directors, singers,
instrumentalists, lighting and staging designers,
producers and even critics. It was wonderful to
witness the diversity, humour and creativity of our girls
emerge through this challenging project.
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33

PDHPE
During Physical Activity and Sport Studies
(PASS), students incorporated innovative
technology into their understanding of the
human body systems by using the School’s
virtual reality equipment and software to
take a virtual tour of important body systems
linked to movement such as the circulatory
and respiratory systems. Additionally, PASS
students furthered their understanding of
some of the barriers faced by athletes with
a disability by participating in a practical
wheelchair basketball workshop conducted
by elite athletes. Students in this elective
also became qualified coaches with practical
experience in coaching the emerging
women’s sport of AFL.
9PDHPE students were engaged in a ‘choose
your own adventure’ style project where they
selected a health issue relevant to them
as young people and researched relevant
factors of interest to them related to that
topic. Students then showcased their work
in a creative presentation format of their
choosing. The freedom of this choice-based
project allowed for some insightful and
interesting research from the students.

The strength of Abbotsleigh’s sport aerobics
results in part had some influence from the
programming of the sport into the Stage
5 PDHPE program. All Year 9 students
successfully learnt and performed the
challenging Level 3 routine, which many
of our students performed at the State
Championships held at Abbotsleigh with
great success.
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Science

Social Sciences

Throughout the year the Science Department has
implemented five new course curricula where
students have been challenged to take on enquirybased approaches to their learning. The pinnacle
of this new design of the Science syllabus was the
implementation of the brand new Science Extension
course. This course embeds the understanding of the
history and philosophies of the scientific method and
combines it with rigour and scientific investigation.

Academic care and individual empowerment have
been and always will be a key focus of the Social
Sciences Department. The ideals behind all our
teaching and assessment tasks are to enhance the
knowledge and understanding of each student while
allowing each student to develop their own style of
learning. Care is taken to establish relevant and up to
date case studies to stimulate discussion and debate.

In 2019, we had six students complete this course,
including undertaking student-driven investigations
in an area of science which piqued their curiosity,
and I am very glad that we have 10 new students
currently embarking on their own journeys.
In an excursion to the UNSW Centre for Quantum
Computation and Communication Technologies, a
small group of Year 10 Science students were treated
to the insights of a group of international scientists
currently working on the development of the world’s
first quantum computer which is believed to have
the capacity to solve multiple, complex problems
simultaneously in seconds – a development that will
change the course of our technology forever.
The Science Department has taken a collaborative
approach to the implementation of the new
curriculum over the past two years, employing
programs that are innovative and seek to challenge
our students, empowering them to be the scientific
thinkers of tomorrow.

In Commerce, issues such as the changing role of
women in the workforce and marriage equality are
examined in relation to the topics such as The Law
and Society and Employment Issues.
In Geography, physical topics such as climate change,
water resources and human geographical issues as the
refugee problems in Syria are studied to encourage
critical thinking, problem solving, development of
empathy and understanding cultural differences.
Critical thinking is seen by the department as a key
element of our teaching and learning.  
Students in Social Sciences are challenged to
apply their knowledge to contemporary issues and
problems that face the world, its communities and
individuals. They are encouraged to develop and
present innovative solutions; many of these are
group-based tasks. Class tasks and assessments
require students to employ presentation techniques
that actively engage the interest of their peers or
synthesise information for their display.
The ideal behind all our teaching is to enhance
understanding at all levels. This is vital when
attempting application of knowledge in class, through
assessments and external examinations.   
The department continues to produce excellent
results, which is a true reflection of the dedication
and ability of its staff.
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Design
Inspired by the annual excursion to experience Vivid
Sydney, Abbotsleigh Year 9 Design and Technology
and IST students developed projects for exhibition
showcasing their skills in design and innovation
for Abbotsleigh’s very own GLOW festival. Textiles
students created light up garments inspired by
the theme of the event ‘Enchanted’. The resistant
materials students created interactive garden
installations that set the mood for our event and
encouraged children to play amongst the designs.
The digital students produced amazing animations
that were projected onto the buildings.
Year 11 and 12 Design students engaged in a
workshop presented by the Global Head of
Visualisation, Grimshaw Architects, David Crapp.
In this workshop, the girls created photorealistic,
architecturally accurate 3D models using industry
software. They also engaged in a Q & A session
developing an understanding of opportunities for
careers in 3D design for architecture and engineering.
Two of our Year 12 students will be taking up the
opportunity to engage in industry experience
programs with Grimshaw.
Year 12 Design and Technology students developed
projects across a wide range of design fields. As
teachers of design we continue to build our support
networks within and outside the School to provide
appropriate mentors for each student. This year we
engaged staff from IT to guide the girls in designing
and creating software systems incorporating
electronics and programming.
The process of design thinking for Year 12 Design
and Technology students is documented in detail in
their design folios. The diversity in design solutions
demonstrates an interest across a range of design
specialisations from fashion, product, interior,
textile, architectural and industrial design. Each
year we have the honour of mentoring the girls
through a process of research, designing, testing,
experimenting, prototyping and evaluating their
design concepts. This is a journey with highs and
lows, successes and failures. It is a credit to the
girls’ resilience to dig deep through adversity and
move forward to resolve their design concept and
present some amazing solutions. It is a journey of
developing creativity and critical thinking skills as
young entrepreneurs. Project management has been
essential in realising their concept and innovative
solutions.
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Visual Arts
Throughout the Visual Arts courses, all
girls complete a body of work. To achieve
originality in making their artworks, creativity
and courage are inextricably linked. There
is an inherent element of risk involved in
uncovering the vision being sought, and
this requires consistent effort in mastering
the technical skill, in researching concepts
and in dealing with self-doubt. Visual
Arts Teachers mentor girls to foster and
develop their vision and master skills.
An integral component of the Visual Arts
courses is the theoretical framework, and
the direct experience of artworks in the
Grace Cossington Smith Gallery allows girls
to make connections with their classroom
experience and those of professional artists.
The HSC Showcase was again an
outstanding success. The 35 students
achieved highly sophisticated works in a
diverse range of media; a tribute to their
efforts and to the dedication of the Visual
Arts Teachers with support from the Visual
Arts Technical Assistant. The benefit of
separate studio rooms for the Year 12
girls invites them to embrace professional
practice as the gallery accommodates out
of school hours access and permits works in
progress to be worked on over time.

The situation of the studio space alongside
the gallery provides a fluid interaction
between the established artists and Visual
Arts students.
A group of Year 11 students gained first-hand
experience as exhibition curators through
the Young Curators Program established by
Max Germanos. The girls are preparing for
an exhibition of works by Vanessa Stockard
(Abbotsleigh Old Girl, 1993) in February 2020
in the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery.
Girls from Year 9 Photographic and Digital
Media experienced the procedures involved
in creating images and video for magazine
and online publishing. Delicious magazine is
produced for News Corp through SUDDENLY
Production Studios in Alexandria. The
Creative Director, Chef and Photographer
were generous in sharing their knowledge
in the planning required, setting the scene,
managing the lighting, choosing the camera
settings and editing the image before
finalised for print and digital publication.
The PDM girls learnt the techniques of light
painting and during GLOW were available to
teach visitors this skill.
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Service Learning and the
Development of Empathy:
SOCIAL IMPACT AND INDIVIDUAL
EMPOWERMENT IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
One of our goals at Abbotsleigh is to help every girl
recognise that she has the ability to make a positive
social impact. Here are some examples of the way in
which each year group in the Junior School has worked
towards this goal in 2019:
Transition to Year 2 Explore: What is Joy?
With an aim to better understand the learning that
brings delight amongst the students, the teachers
in Transition to Year 2 investigated the concept of
joy; where we witness it in learning and students’
perceptions of this feeling. Through this examination
we looked for what similarities and differences there
were between grades and stages to discover how we
could provoke this sense of enjoyment in our everyday
interactions with the students.
Pekrun, Goetz, Titz & Perry (2002) suggest that
there is a correlation between feelings of joy and
academic effort and achievement. If this is the case,
then as educators we should be striving to look for
opportunities to provoke joy and an appreciation of this
feeling within students to maximise learning outcomes.
What we discovered through collecting photos,
observations and students’ thoughts is that key
themes arose. Students found joy as they worked hard

and struggled before finding a solution, when they
worked with others, through gratitude and kindness
and in endeavours that involved creativity.
As a result of this we decided to plan a ‘Joy Day’
where we specifically celebrated all the things that
we noticed brought joy to our students and where we
could bring positive social impact to our relationships
with our peers. With a range of rotating sessions
with mixed-age grouping across Transition to Year 2,
the students enjoyed STEAM and problem solving
challenges, outdoor games involving teamwork,
creativity with a range of art resources, dramatic play
activities using iPads and an exploration of gratitude
and how we can play a role in bringing joy to others.
By completing this project as a team, we demonstrated
to the girls that there is ‘nothing without joy!’
Environmental Sustainability in Action
Year 3 and the Environment Club joined forces to
conduct a waste audit. We discovered that Year 3
generated more than 100 pieces of plastic wrap and
plastic bags at lunchtime alone in just five days. This
could equate to girls from Kindergarten to Year 6
generating more than 700 pieces of plastic waste in just
one week! We had a problem of significant proportion.
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As a result, the Environment Club introduced Nude
Food Mondays. This encouraged families to pack
lunchboxes without any landfill waste like plastic or
foil. As well as having healthier lunches, the girls were
proud of their contribution to lowering plastic waste
at school. Another initiative saw the introduction of
recycling drink containers through the 10 cent Return
and Earn program. We also recycled plastic bottle tops
and lids for upcycling into prosthetic hands through
the Envision program.
The Environment Club took their crusade to reduce
waste at school one step further with the introduction
of new colour-coded recycling bins. Year 3 integrated
this initiative into their Geography unit focused on
sustainability. Year 3 ‘Waste Warriors’ educated others
about what goes in each bin so that the girls became
better and more mindful of correctly recycling their waste.
Our plans are to roll this program out across the
Junior School in 2020. It is challenging to influence
the girls to engage in the messiness of waste and
recycling. It can be smelly, unappealing work, but we
are committed to our students being eco-conscious
learners. It is essential to respect our planet and
understand the importance of caring for our environment.
Reducing, recycling and reusing are great ways for
all Abbotsleigh girls and their families to ensure a
healthier planet for us now and future generations.
Positive Social Impact – Senior School
We are committed to creating and strengthening
opportunities for our students to positively impact
their future and that of others. Throughout 2019, this
occurred in a multitude of ways.
The 2019 Service Project, ‘Connect our Community’ was
ably led by Claire Luger, Vice Head Prefect – Service.
Developing understanding and fostering empathy for
the 800,000 Sydneysiders who live below the poverty
line and are therefore unable to provide food and
financial security for themselves and their families
was the key focus of this project. This was achieved
through simulation activities at school and volunteer
opportunities with Anglicare’s Mobile Community
Pantries. Anglicare kindly allowed one of their Mobile
Community Pantries to be onsite for a day so that we
could see how these vans function to meet the needs
of those who struggle to provide food for their families.
Our students and staff responded by generously giving
grocery items to stock one of these vans.
The ‘Play it Forward’ initiative, led by Music Prefect
Stella Leonardi, who worked in partnership with Musica
Viva, resulted in well over 100 second hand musical
instruments being donated for distribution to schools
in disadvantaged areas of NSW so that primary school
students could enjoy the gift of music.
In Term 4, Senior School students and staff packed
108 Christmas food hampers which were then
distributed through Anglicare’s Toys ‘n’ Tucker program.

Some of our students had the privilege of helping to
distribute these hampers at Campbelltown in midDecember.
In addition to the whole school initiatives, there were
many other opportunities for our students to make
a positive social impact. These included regular
visits by our Year 12 tutor groups to the Thomas and
Rosetta Agst Aged Care facility in Wahroonga where
conversation and music bought joy to many of the
residents. Year 11 students embarked on a knitting
project with hundreds of squares being produced that
will be made into blankets for people sleeping rough.
The Year 10 Applied Learning Experience allowed our
girls to engage in a wide range of Service Learning
opportunities throughout Sydney as well as in places
like Cape York, Fiji and the Northern Territory.
The many service focused, student led clubs in the
Senior School continue to make a positive social
impact while fostering empathy and developing
leadership capacity in our students. Examples include
the support of the Z Club for the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai
Women’s Shelter, the World Vision Club’s support of
international water and sanitation projects, the Interact
Club’s support of Studio Artes, and the Environment
Council’s ‘Clean up Wahroonga’ activities.
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Boarding
At the heart of Abbotsleigh’s boarding community
lies the significance of positive and productive
relationships, and 2019 was certainly a year of building
new and exciting friendships with many new boarding
families and new staff. From our first weekend
together, the fun led superbly by our Year 12 boarders
was focused on the importance of team effort and the
value of contributions from all community members.

also afforded the girls the chance to share with the
whole school an update on how many of our families
and the broader rural communities continue to suffer
in light of drought. And so on the Thursday, a number
of boarders and boarding staff held a barbecue to
raise money and awareness of the need for support
with mental health in rural areas, directly donating to
Beat the Breakdown.

On their return to school, the Years, 7, 9 and 10 girls
were excited to see the upgrades in McCredie and
Lynton with fabulous new bedrooms and bathrooms.
These have made a huge difference to the atmosphere
in these boarding houses.

This year Mrs Krimmer, Allysia Henness-Pugh, Donna
Mahrous and I attended the Boarding Schools Expo
in Dubbo and held a community event for current
parents, Old Girls and prospective parents. This
is the first regional event in some time, and it was
wonderful to be able to spend time with our boarding
community on ‘home ground’. Following this we
travelled to Tamworth and again the community event
was a great evening. All Expos were positive, and many
people came with referrals and encouragement from
current and past parents, which of course is the best
advertising of all. We will now build these community
events into our calendar and look forward to seeing
growing numbers attending.

Our food committee was very busy in Term 1 working
on designing for the refurbishments in the Dining
Room which occurred over the Term 1 holiday break.
These involved painting, window dressings and new
flooring providing the girls with a bright, light and
fresh environment for dining.
The refurbishments of the Dining Room were perfect
for our introduction of boarder chapel and family
dinner on Monday afternoons. This was to make
space for our whole boarder community to connect,
celebrate together and explore the beauty and wonder
of the Christian faith. Chapel is followed by family
dinner for the girls and staff. The tables at the dinner
are organised along ‘family lines’ (Years 7-12). This is
providing a lovely opportunity for the girls to build
strong relationships over mixed year groups. Boarding
staff and their families, and day staff and their families
continue to join the chapel service and sit with the
girls at the meal. All day staff are invited to join, as
are boarder parents, should they be in town and wish
to do so. Each year group has had a chance to help
in the organisation of the family dinners; setting the
tables, designing a theme/table activity each week
that helps the girls work together or provide ice
breaker activities. The dinners have also provided the
opportunity to share birthdays and other highlights
and achievements in the boarding community.
Once again this year we joined boarding schools
across Australia to celebrate the Australian Boarding
Schools Association 2019 National Boarding Week.
The Boarding Prefects began the week with a special
boarders’ chapel and family dinner that saw all girls
dressing up to represent something of their hometown.
Tuesday saw a wonderful assembly when we had
the opportunity to celebrate the richness that our
boarders bring to the Abbotsleigh community. Along
with celebrating our amazing boarding students, this
week provided opportunities to thank our boarding
staff and all who contribute to the lives of our girls
while they live away from home. Tuesday’s assembly

I would like to acknowledge the tireless work,
commitment and dedication of our ABPA and Daisy
Club. Rachael Laurie, the executive and all the parent
representatives have provided ongoing support to the
community offering an ear to each and every boarder
parent. I particularly wish to give a special thank
you to Rachael, who after four years as President, is
finishing. Rachael’s contribution over this time has
been exceptional. She has worked incredibly hard with
me and supported me and the School to ensure that
parents’ voices are heard and understood. I would also
like to thank Selena Sylvester and Cindy Job for their
dedication and work with the Daisy Club – your efforts
have been much appreciated and you have achieved
so much in your time in your roles.

Creative and
Performing Arts
Junior School
While many of our annual events in Music may appear
to be ‘business as usual’, 2019 included significant
enhancements in the day to day learning experiences
for our Junior School musicians. These ‘upgrades’ were
showcased throughout the year during events which
feature many of our extension programs. The most
significant of these changes occurred in the Year 3
Instrumental Program and Instrumental Camp.
The Year 3 Instrumental Program now includes all
students from Year 3 participating in group lessons
simultaneously. This allows for flexible groupings
within an instrumental section. This flexibility enables
continuous adjustment to cater for the varying student
abilities and needs as they change from week to week.
We observed strong gains in how our Year 3 students
learnt new repertoire and how they performed when
combined to form a band or string ensemble.
The Instrumental Camp was an intense weekend
for students who had practised skills beyond the
introductory Year 3 Instrumental Program. These more
advanced musicians have individual lessons at school
or externally and had auditioned and volunteered to
participate in weekly rehearsals for our bands and string
ensembles. A record 130 students participated in 2019.
Musicians demonstrated their learning during a highly
polished mini performance in the Peter Duly Concert
Hall to parents and friends at the end of the camp.
The Instrumental Camp served to prepare students for
our annual Primary Ensembles Concert, themed Calm
and Chaos. A staggering 230 students, 64% of the
student cohort, participated in this concert. Students
once again demonstrated their capacity for complex
repertoire and passion for the performing arts. While
the audience may have enjoyed the chaos of a singalong during the concert, the calm and poise of the
ensembles was exceptional.
The co-curricular programs, which include choirs,
bands and string groups, are directly related to the
classroom programs. Innovations and shifts made to the
learning programs for all students have seen stronger
enrolments and increased participation in ensembles.

Beanstalk Takes to the Stage
More than 60 students from Years 3 to 6 participated
in the Junior School production of Beanstalk.
Performed to fellow students, parents, family and
friends over one matinée and two evenings, the girls
delighted and thrilled the audience. Through hard
work and commitment, over a few short weeks the
girls transformed Beanstalk from script to stage. The
production included the girls acting, dancing, delivering
great characterisation, stage crew, stage management,
sets and props construction, green screen filming, AV
screen working, lighting, sound and music.
The final performance was a colourful production
that merged the two fables, The Emperor’s Seed and
Jack and the Beanstalk. Students benefit enormously
from the creative arts, learning to work together as
an ensemble, sharing the stage, helping each other,
waiting in the wings, remembering props, changing
stage sets, being responsible for costumes plus many
backstage transitions that makes the front stage look
amazing. Most importantly, the girls develop a bond
and camaraderie, having moved through the process
from script, to character, to stage craft and the final
performance night. The students learn that theatre is a
team, with many components, all striving to deliver the
best final result.
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Senior School
• Unhand Me, Squire adapted from the melodrama
and directed by Drama Prefect, Katie Ord,
highlighted the comedy and positive aspects of
life through laughter and elation. In the midst of
so many tragedies where playwrights ‘confront
audiences with taboo, presenting all the negativity
of life’, Katie wanted her cast “to be proud that
they have brought smiles to peoples’ faces and to
be remembered for it.” Her cast and crew formed
a strong, entertaining ensemble, all in costume
and driven by the music, movement and story,
to structure a new and creative vision of the
importance of true love and sacrifice in our lives.
• Frankenstein – Playing with Fire written by Barbara
Field and directed by Mr David Owens for the 2019
Senior School Play showcased the skills of eight
talented performers with strong support from a
large crew of 25 student and staff members. This
play is adapted from Mary Shelley’s classic novel,
Frankenstein, well known for a range of adaptations
through historical analysis, film, comic parody and
gothic myths. Frankenstein is considered the first
work of science fiction according to Mr Owens’
Director’s Notes. He observes ‘Science asks “Can
we do this?” Theatre asks, “Should we do this?”…It
offers a way of gaining insight and understanding of
our complicated world, a safe way to explore topical
issues and concerns with the hopeful possibility of
creating empathy where it might not have existed before.’

The students involved in the play approached
this challenge enthusiastically and experienced
the important experience of commitment to the
ensemble and to their community in theatre and
learning through performance and production.
• Visions of Our Town written by Thornton Wilder
adapted and directed by Ms Colleen Roche was the
2019 Year 7-9 Play, which introduced most Middle
School students to their first onstage experience of
interpreting a script for performance at Abbotsleigh.
They stepped into the shoes of Wilder’s characters
as Australians, rather than as Americans of New
England, to investigate and interpret the truth of
Wilder’s statement: ‘Our Town is not offered as a
picture of life in a New Hampshire village or as a
speculation about the conditions of life after death.
It is an attempt to find a value above all price for
the smallest events in our daily life…set against the
largest dimensions of time and place.’ The cast of
20 young students in the Drama Studio in rehearsals
went on a wonderful journey of discovery and
appreciation!
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Music
2019 saw all the Abbotsleigh ensembles participating
and collaborating in new performance experiences.
The Abbotsleigh choirs participated in the inaugural
Gondwana World Choral Festival. This ambitious
project brought to together the biggest southern
hemisphere gathering of top tier international youth
choirs. Abbotsleigh was one of four schools
representing Australia with performances at the
Sydney Opera House and the Sydney Conservatorium
of Music, sharing the stage with international
performers such as 12-time World Choral Games
winner Guandong School Choir and internationally
renowned Estonian TV Girls Choir.
The Senior School Bands participated for the first time
in the Australian School Band and Orchestra Festival,
winning a Gold Award for the Symphonic Winds and
a Silver Award for the Concert Band. Abbotsleigh
Bands earned a special commendation for presenting
contemporary works composed by Australian female
composers; once again, an example of Abbotsleigh
proudly advocating for female empowerment and
innovation in the Music industry.
Our 2019 school calendar was filled with exceptional
performances hosted in Abbotsleigh’s Peter Duly
Concert Hall. Highlights of the performance calendar
included the annual Music Celebration Concert, (this
year themed around Music and Dance and celebrating
cultures from around the world), the annual Catch A
Rising Star Gala (featuring students from Year 6 to Year
12 showcasing Abbotsleigh instrumentalists, many
of whom are international and national competition
winners), Spring and Winter Festivals (featuring more
than 500 individual student performances) and the
2019 European Concert Tour.

European Music Tour
In October, a group of Abbotsleigh students and staff
embarked on an exciting music tour of Europe. The
choir and string ensemble performed in magnificent
and significant venues, including the Church of St
Nicholas in Prague, St Michael’s Church in Budapest
and the stunning Orangerie in Vienna’s Schönbrunn
Palace. This latter setting is steeped in history and it
was not lost on the Abbotsleigh students that both
Mozart and Salieri also performed in this concert venue.
Highlights on the tour included masterclasses with
eminent European performers and conductors; the
beauty of cities such as Vienna, Prague, Budapest and
Dresden; an afternoon spent in the Prater amusement
park; tasting the traditional food of each region;
visiting museums and historical sites and forging
strong friendships along the way.
The tour concluded with a performance of
Australian music in the Embassy in Berlin,
where the appreciative audience of expatriates,
Abbotsleigh families and Her Excellency Ms Lynette
Wood, the Australian Ambassador to Germany, were
all impressed and moved by the Abbotsleigh girls and
their talent.
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AbbSchool
AbbSchool is made up of two important areas
within the Abbotsleigh community: Extended
Tuition and the School Holiday program.
The purpose of AbbSchool is to encourage
participation, fun and friendship through
a range of exciting activities. Studies have
shown that involvement in extended tuition
can promote a sense of engagement with
school, which in turn has a positive influence
on academic achievement, attendance and
aspiration to higher levels of education.
Extended Tuition provides students with
opportunities for leadership and personal
growth and teaches students the value of
teamwork, competition, cooperation and
individual and group responsibility. Students
have found that participation in these
activities helps them to de-stress, providing
them with a break from the rigours of
academia.

Drama
The annual AbbSchool Senior and Junior
Drama Recitals were held in September
2019. Parents were delighted with the
opportunity of viewing the work by students
preparing for their Trinity Guildhall exam.

AbbSchool Drama holds Trinity Guildhall
examinations annually in November. In 2018,
of the 215 students that sat the exams, 183
of them received Distinctions. In 2019, of
the 179 students that sat the exams, 115 of
them received Distinctions – continuing the
amazing results.

Dance
The AbbSchool Dance Representative teams
had some excellent results in 2019:
• Senior Company
3rd Place at The Ultimate Dance Challenge
• Crew
3rd Place at Extreme Dance Competition
1st Place at the Ultimate Dance Challenge
3rd Place at DanceSpec
• Junior Company A
Highly Commended at DanceSpec
• Junior Company B
3rd place at The Hills Dance Spectacular
• J-Crew
1st place at Extreme Dance Competition
1st place at the Ultimate Dance Challenge
1st place at DanceSpec
Highly Commended at The Hills Dance
Spectacular
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Selective class competitive results:

Aquatic Centre

• Selective Latin

• Abbotsleigh Swim Club – 6th 2018/2019
Swimming NSW Club Point Score

Highly Commended at the Hills Dance
Spectacular
• Selective Lyrical
5th place at The Hills Dance Spectacular
Other results, activities, initiatives:
• Commendable Royal Academy of
Dance (RAD) results in our 3rd year of
examinations as an AEC. All students
received a Merit or above. This is a
magnificent result.

2019 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS
• Rebecca St Vincent
B Finalist open 100 m butterfly, 14th place
2019 AUSTRALIAN OPEN NATIONALS
• Rebecca St Vincent
Finalist Open 100 m butterfly, 8th place
2019 AUSTRALIAN AGE NATIONALS

• 31 examination entries for September 2019
ADV jazz syllabus program

• Holly Nelson

• Volunteer dance assistants participating in
weekly ‘Dance Project’ classes at St Lucy’s
School, also contributing to Duke of Ed
service endeavours

2019 SCHOOL NATIONALS

Finalist 16 years 50 m freestyle, 4th place
• Holly Nelson
Silver medalist 16 years 50 m freestyle
Silver medalist 16 years 50 m butterfly
Holly Nelson was selected for 2019 NSW
Swim Team in October.
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STEAM
at Abbotsleigh
Junior School Goes
Full STEAM Ahead  
Our commitment to furthering the girls’
capacity, confidence and appetite for
all things STEAM has not waned. From
innovative projects, such as the Drone
Challenge and Tamagotchi construction, to
all year groups being represented at our now
annual GLOW festival and a week of Science
and Mathematics festivities, 2019 was
certainly a year of STEAM endeavour.
Our Head of Junior School, Sally Ruston,
delighted in sharing our journey on the
international stage at the National Coalition
of Girls’ Schools Conference in LA, USA with
a paper titled ‘Building a Growth Mindset
for Girls in STEAM.’ The compilation of an
edition of our staff’s professional writing
in our in-house academic journal Clippings
also highlighted the remarkable teaching
and learning occurring in these domains.
The journal titled Full STEAM Ahead is an
exciting documentation of projects from
Early Learning to Year 12.
Additionally, the following illustrations share
the joy, purpose and learning evident as
we continue to search for means of making
enquiry in these domains appealing.
Year 3: Glowing Geometry
Year 3 students were immersed in a day of
STEAM activities to produce an installation
for Abbotsleigh’s GLOW festival. The largescale art installation consisted of individual,
three-dimensional shapes which were hung
together. A singular, cohesive work emerged.
Girls were given a net of a pre-determined
size and shape. Neon marker pens were
used to decorate. Students had to plan their
designs which were to cover the entirety of
the three-dimensional shape. Inspirational
ideas and points for consideration were given
by the Mathematics and Art Specialists.
The students learnt about platonic solids,
special polyhedrons, whose faces are regular
polygons of the same size and shape. They
studied works of contemporary geometric
artists and effective design principles. All

was set in motion for students to produce a
fresh and exciting work based on line, shape,
colour and light.
At the GLOW festival, beams of white light
were directed at the hanging 3D installation.
The pen work glowed neon as the light hit
the surface of the shapes. It looked just as
everyone had envisioned. The collaborative
process of both students and teachers was a
great success.
Year 4: First Fleet Digital Animation
The voyage of the First Fleet can seem a
distant and abstract concept. This was
until the girls used technology to code
and animate the journey of the First Fleet
journey using the Scratch block coding
program. Since it was not visually possible to
show the animation on a single world map,
four map backgrounds were used, one for
each leg of the journey. A sailing ship was
programmed to ‘sail’ on each background,
starting at Portsmouth, England and ending
at Botany Bay and Port Jackson.
The students were guided through the
process of using an ‘if…then’ command to
animate the first leg of the journey. The
background map was set, identifying the
ship’s start point and then effectively gliding
the ship on its true course. This program also
enabled the girls to record information about
the journey at salient points along the way.
Once the first leg was mapped, the girls
then duplicated the ‘if…then’ command to
animate the ship to conclude the journey
in Port Jackson. This meant that certain
numerical values and text needed to be
changed in each case. An important part
of this exercise was ensuring that a viewer
would know how to activate and reset the
animation when it was opened for the first
time. Students tested their coding to ensure
that the animation displayed correctly. They
could also customise their animations using
sounds and special effects.
This was a most effective way of embedding
technology to enhance the girls’ deep
learning of the extensive journey taken by
the First Fleeters.
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Year 6: AbbKart
Year 6 educators embarked on a reinvigorated AbbKart
Project this year that involved Class Teachers and
STEAM Specialists collaboratively designing a deep
learning unit involving hands on enquiry, prototyping
and construction. The result saw the girls’ creativity
ignited and enhanced interpersonal skills result.
The initial activity had the girls participating in an
action-packed billycart incursion. By dismantling
prior constructions, they came to understand the
mechanics of the machines and how they might
innovate to create a speedy vehicle. By constructing
prototypes first, much trial and error was possible.
Skills in Isometric and 3D drawing were honed,
enabling Mathematics outcomes to be achieved.
To further embed digital technology skills, the girls
created billycart computer games and coded a timing
micro:bit to test the speed of their carts down a ramp.
The construction of the carts saw the girls learning
about the properties of different materials and gaining
skills in safely manipulating construction tools.
The process was extended to enable inclusion of
creativity as the girls designed their own unique team
logo by using the computer program 3D Paint to create
a digital transfer sticker which was then displayed on
each billycart.
The entire process was highly motivating as there
was great curiosity and novelty in learning how to
construct a 3D object that would actually have a
purpose. The project concluded with the traditional
AbbKart Derby where construction teams raced their
machines around the Junior School oval. The teachers
modelled the fun to be had with a live demonstration.
Upon reflection, the girls identified the growth in
their ability to bring creativity to resolution and the
enhanced interpersonal skills attained through close
cooperation to see a common goal attained.

Destination Moon: A Week of Science and
Mathematics Investigations
With the 50th anniversary of man’s landing on the
moon, the entire Junior School community took the
theme ‘Destination Moon’ to celebrate Science and
Mathematics Week this year. Students from the ELC
to Year 6 were involved in hands-on activities devised
by our Science, Mathematics and Digital Learning
Innovators teams.
Our girls were treated to a range of shows and
incursions by expert presenters. There were rockets
launched, bridges built, torches created and even
our very own monochrome room to visit. Year 6
were involved in a neuroscience incursion where
they developed a better understanding of what is
happening in their own brain through the dissection
of a sheep’s brain. Our lunchtime pop-up activities
included a red cabbage pH test and paper plane
making. Throughout the week, students learnt many
fascinating space facts in order to complete their
Passport to the Moon. This week was successful in
encouraging interest in Science and Mathematics by
inspiring our girls to see the remarkable fascination
inherent in our world and beyond.

Senior School
STEAM days
Our STEAM days encourage students to develop
connections across our disciplines. We continue to
engage departments beyond Science, Technology and
Mathematics to enhance the learning and develop
skills in creativity, problem solving, empathy and
communication. Engaging in enquiry projects, the
program provides opportunities for a day of design
thinking, researching, testing, prototyping and refining
ideas. Students have choice in their projects and
collaborate with others to present solutions to real
world problems encouraging deep learning.
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Year 7
Coding/Track My Steps
Our students developed an understanding of how
computers operate and created effective algorithms and
applied computational thinking to create a pedometer
using a micro:bit. They used CSS and HTML to present
their project in a website, documenting their progress
using text, images and video.

Zoo By Design
Inspired by their visit to the zoo, the students designed
and created an enclosure for an animal of their choice
using Google SketchUp. This design was based on
research they conducted and sharing of design ideas
in collaborative groups to determine the needs of the
animal and provide an improvement in how animals
needs are met in captivity.

Year 8
MyNute
MyNute teaches the girls about the microscopic
world and how it can be investigated. Embedded in
the program is the concept of magnification and how,
through the use of lenses, we can bend light at an
angle to increase the size of the image that is sent to
your eye. Our students take the lens from a recycled
disposable camera and fit this to their own mobile
phones to create their own ‘microviewer’. Students are
then sent out to investigate the microscopic aspects of
the world they ‘see’ every day and to take photos using
their new microviewer. Having selected their favourite
photos, students then put their photoshop skills to use
and place a ‘normal’ sized object, such as a person,
into their microscopic world. The result is some very
creative images.

•
•
•
•

Energy and the environment
Smoke-free world
Transforming education through technology
Health and nutrition

This entrepreneurial challenge required the students
to research an existing problem ad identify an
opportunity for a new solution. Working in design
teams they developed an idea to pitch to the ‘shark
tank’ for consideration. One pitch was chosen to be
further developed for entry to the 2019-2020 Conrad
Challenge where teams of 2-5 students, ages 13-18,
from around the world create products and/or services
to address some of the most pressing global and local
challenges. They become entrepreneurial problemsolvers, addressing challenging social, scientific and
societal issues through using their creativity and
critical-thinking skills.

The Power of Engineering
The Power of Engineering event at Abbotsleigh marks
the start of our STEAM programs in Year 8. This
one-day event includes workshops and speakers
from the engineering industry. The theme of the
day included designing for the environment and
sustainability. Students engaged with engineering
students to design and create solutions to real
world problems. They heard from engineers about
the diversity of their roles and developed an
understanding of the opportunities for careers within
the engineering industry.

Microsoft Captain Marvel-themed workshop
Abbotsleigh was invited to attend the international
launch of the Microsoft Captain Marvel-themed
STEAM workshops for girls at the Microsoft Sydney
flagship store. The workshops were designed in
partnership with Tap Tap comics, specifically for girls
who are interested in pursuing a career in coding,
animation and special effects. Our Years 10 and 11
students heard from some inspirational women who
are pioneers in their area of technology in STEAM
including coding, animation and physics education
through multimedia. They engaged in industry
software applications including Unity and Maya to
code simple animations and create Captain Marvel
inspired characters and storyboards.

Fashion Revolution – Clothing Swap

Shark Tank/Conrad Challenge
Year 8 students worked collaboratively to develop and
pitch a solution to a real-world problem from one of
the following fields:
• Aerospace and aviation
• Cybertechnology and security

Raising awareness of the impact of fast fashion on
others and the environment, we hosted past student
Melinda Tually (1993) from Fashion Revolution Australia.
Inspired by her presentation, the SRC and Environment
Council teamed up to host an Abbotsleigh Clothes
Swap. Girls were encouraged to bring in pre-loved good
quality clothes that they no longer wear in exchange
for other clothes. All leftover clothing was donated to
charity. Friday 21 June was a mufti day where girls wore
their ‘new’ clothes. All the proceeds from the event
went towards Fashion Revolution Australia, a company
dedicated to changing the way we consume fashion.
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GLOW
Once again, we were treated to an evening of
music, performance, activities and displays
of the outstanding work from our girls across
all disciplines and campuses. It is always so
inspiring to see creativity expressed through
each student’s contribution.
The ELC and Junior School created
wonderful installations that incorporated
light; so many highlighting the responsibility
we have to our natural environment,
demonstrating an understanding of the
role we have as consumers and producers
of waste and the impact on the animals
and oceans. Other projects showcased
learning about history and we continue to
see a growth in the STEAM programs with
board game designs and coding to create
Tamagotchis.
We were entertained by some enchanting
musical performances from our Senior
and Junior School bands, string and
vocal ensembles. Girls had created pixel

patterns and animations and danced in
the silent disco. The ARTEMIS Robotics
group showcased this year’s climbing robot,
‘Physical’ and Sports Science students ran
glow-in-the-dark games in the Old Gym,
while Photographic and Digital Media
students ran a ‘learn to light paint’ workshop
on the tennis courts. So many of our
activities were organised and conducted by
the girls.
Through the installations and displays we
remembered those who have struggled for
Indigenous rights and freedoms in Australia
and were inspired by women of faith. The
arts were on display with e-textile fashion,
light up garden installations, surrealist
digital art, German storytelling and light
photography. Our Senior School girls
represented each of the service clubs
providing a range of food and drinks to warm
us up on a cold winter evening and raised
funds to support their chosen cause.
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Robotics
2019 was an eventful year for the ARTEMIS
robotics team, with new recruits, new
designs, and new games coming to fruition.
This year’s robotics game, Destination Deep
Space, saw our team heading to the South
Pacific Regionals at Homebush, where
ARTEMIS competed against 40 other teams.
Joined by two former Abbotsleigh students
(now mentors), and several new recruits,
we competed to the best of our abilities,
showing our gracious spirit to teams
surrounding us, including teams from far
Western Australia, to teams all the way from
China, Indonesia and Hawaii.
Promoting our team statement, ‘STEM
for a fairer world’, we continued our
partnership with CanTeen and the Starlight
Foundation, holding robocamps with both
charities during the holidays. We built a
new companionship with the Youth Off The
Streets organisation, helping their FRC team
by going in to aid them in creating their
robot, and laser cutting new parts to attach
to their creation.
Later in the year, ARTEMIS attended
Duel Down Under, which is an off season
competition. Again, we showed our strong
core values in helping whenever we could.
We won the Gracious Professionalism award
based on nominations from other teams.

This award celebrates high quality work by
your team, while encouraging others to do
well at the same time.
As a team, we held a stall at the Abbotsleigh
GLOW festival, selling badges and showing
off our robot to the Abbotsleigh community.
We competed at FTC (First Tech Challenge)
for a second year in a row and captained
the third seeded alliance and made it to the
playoffs.
FIRST Lego League (FLL) had an eventful
year this competition, with two of four
teams winning awards at the competition
(the Presentation award and a Gracious
Professionalism award), with one team (the
Beluga Whales) heading to nationals, which
is a first for Abbotsleigh in this competition.
For a second year, we hosted another FLL
regional in the Abbotsleigh Sports Hall, with
around 30 teams from the local area heading
to Abbotsleigh to compete in a tough
battle. At these events and many others,
ARTEMIS students have volunteered well
over 2,000 hours to ensure others have the
best experience possible. Overall, we have
expanded our networks, our team and our
spirit, while we continue down the path of
spreading STEM to the world.
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Global
Connections
International Visitors and
Sister Schools
A group of 16 girls and three teachers from
our sister school, Ohtani, Japan, visited
Abbotsleigh for one day on 5 August. They
had a Drama lesson with Year 11 Drama
class, had a school tour and a sausage sizzle
before they set out to the Blue Mountains.
They had a homestay with Mackillop College
in Bathurst this year and they will stay with
us in August in 2020.
This year again, we hosted five groups of
Japanese students in February, March, July,
August and November. The group size varied
from 5 to 20 students and they were from
Year 7 to Year 12.
When these Japanese visitors are here, they
have day buddies who volunteer among
Abbotsleigh girls.
The Japanese students usually have an
English lesson between Period 1 to SPC
time, then they have recess, lunch and
Period 4 with their day buddies. They
might sometimes be out on an excursion
organised by the agent which sends them to
Abbotsleigh.
The Japanese visitors and Abbotsleigh day
buddies have a sausage sizzle during their
stay and enjoy typical Australian food.
Some of our day buddies keep in touch
with their Japanese visitors and keep

their friendship going. It is good that this
experience might open our students’ eyes to
a different world from what they are used to.

Exchanges
Abbotsleigh Senior School values
student exchange programs as rich
learning experiences offering students
the opportunity to encounter different
cultures, customs and traditions. The
exchange program is significant in giving
effect to the School’s strategic plan which
recognises the importance of promoting
global understanding, educational innovation
and individual empowerment. Exchange
experiences promote the growth of
independence and initiative in the girls and
encourage a broader, more open-minded
view of the world.
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To this end, in Term 1, we welcomed Mia Kidd from
Ridley College, Canada into Year 11, after Tegan
Coughlin spent Term 4, 2018 with her at Ridley. Angela
Volschenk and Paiton Levin joined us in Term 3 of Year
10 from DSG in Grahamstown, South Africa, being
hosted by Lauren Soo and Sophie Wines. Lauren
and Sophie had previously spent Term 2 as boarders
at DSG. We also farewelled two Year 10 girls, Indigo
Kite to Palmer Trinity in Miami and Amelie Nichols to
Ridley College during Semester 2.
Throughout 2019, our Year 10 girls hosted many French
and German exchange students. In return, our girls
will be hosted by those students over the Australian
summer, where they will work hard at enhancing their
language skills, before embarking on senior language
studies in 2020. Across different year groups, there
were also several exchanges with Japanese and
Chinese students. In addition, we had some girls who
independently organised an overseas exchange for
their holiday breaks.
In Year 8, seven of our students hosted girls from
Nowra Anglican College for a week in Term 3 and in
turn, they were hosted by the Nowra girls for a week in
Term 4. The girls were able to observe and experience
first-hand, the differences between a metropolitan,
girls’ school and a regional, co-educational school.
All girls partaking in exchange programs reported that
it had been a valuable, enriching experience.

Beyond the Gates
NASA STEAM Tour
In the first two weeks of the summer holiday of 2018,
30 girls from Years 7 and 8 chose to attend a rigorous
program of STEAM study with a trip to Kennedy

Space Centre in Florida and a visit to the Smithsonian
Museums in Washington DC as well as swimming
with manatees and visiting Universal Studios in
Orlando. The intent of the trip was to immerse the
girls into STEAM based learning that would provoke
curiosity, wonder and excitement by engaging them in
experiences unattainable here in Australia.
The Kennedy Space Camp gave first-hand experience
of the challenges and complexity of space travel with a
tour of the launch sites and an opportunity to explore
the hangar detailing the history of space flight and the
moon landings. These gave perspective to the long and
expensive journey space travel has been.
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Girls were able to touch a piece of moon rock
and walk on the very bridge Neil Armstrong
climbed as he boarded the command
module. There was also the chance to view
the space shuttle Atlantis up close. Amazing!
Girls spent a day undertaking astronaut
training with virtual reality opportunities,
learning about food in space as well as time
spent talking to scientists working to find
ways of supporting life on Mars and the
dilemmas that could be part of life on Mars,
such as a warm shower versus power to
enable contact with home.
After the three days at Kennedy the girls
had time out at Universal Studios in Orlando
as well as a behind the scenes opportunity
to investigate the science, engineering
and physics behind the Rip it Rockit ride’s
construction. A day out at Crystal River in
Florida to learn about and swim with the
endangered manatees was a privilege.
The final days of the trip were spent
in Washington DC with visits to the
Smithsonian Natural History Museum and
National Air and Space Museum. The trip
was rounded off with a walk up Constitution
Avenue for a tour of the historic Capitol
Building and a night tour of the main sights
including the Christmas tree at the White
House and being moved by the site of
Lincoln Memorial.

The 12 days were action-packed and
intensive and have given the girls
experiences and memories that will last a
lifetime.

Germany Tour
In the April holidays 17 students studying
German in Stage 5, flew to Germany with
Frau Lloyd and Frau Beilharz to develop their
communication skills and increase their
cultural knowledge. They were based in 4
locations- Berlin, Diez, Salzburg and Munich,
with some of the highlights being: visiting
the German town of Tutzing, (where our
textbook is set), as well as staying in a castle
at Diez. Activities ranged from hiking in the
countryside, playing minigolf, visiting castles,
taking walking tours, bike tours, visiting
Salt mines and playing in the snow near
Germany’s highest mountain. Tasting famous
German dishes was also a popular activity!
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Inspire Greatness
Conference
With 2030 only 10 years away, researchers and
academics alike are grappling with the future of
school curriculum. Predictions are that technology
will cause major disruptions to the workplace and that
the fastest growing occupations will require higher
level cognitive skills in areas such as problem solving,
critical thinking and creativity. So it is that developing
learning dispositions and digital technology skills are
fast becoming the focus of education systems around
the world.
Our focus at Abbotsleigh has also been in this area
and this year’s Inspire Greatness Conference focused
on how to enable students with the tools they need
to thrive in a digital future. Keynote speaker James
Curran, Associate Professor Computer Science,
University of Sydney and Academic Director of the
Australian Computing Academy emphasised the need
for students to develop computational thinking as
well as an agile mindset. Another keynote speaker,
Giancarlo Brotto, a global education strategist and
director of C21Canada, an organisation promoting
STEM and 21st century skills learning, led educators
through an analysis of the learning children need for
the future.
In a very exciting demonstration of the respect
in which Abbotsleigh and its teachers are held,
Abbotsleigh was the venue chosen for the launch
of Catalyst – the world’s first global community for
education change agents. Catalyst, a joint initiative
of SMART, the Harvard Initiative for Learning and
Teaching, Learnit, heppell.net and Kenneth Shelton,
is an online platform where educators can meet
to discuss effective learning strategies, address
problems, share actionable ideas and collaborate on
topics such as social and emotional skills, equity,
the use of technology in education and the design of
learning spaces. A platform such as this is incredibly
valuable in its ability to bring together the experience
of leaders across the globe at a time when there is
phenomenal change and disruption to society; a time
where ideas that once seemed impossible may be
reality in a few short years. Following its launch at
Abbotsleigh, Catalyst was released in Johannesburg,
Washington DC and London.

“The importance of
developing thinking
skills in dealing with
rapid global change
and technological
development now and
into the future is fast
becoming the focus of
education systems across
the world. What were
once regarded as soft
skills are now becoming
core skills.”

Grace Cossington
Smith Gallery

The Grace Cossington Smith Gallery is a vibrant and
culturally active environment making connections with
Abbotsleigh students though providing the positive
social, cultural and personal value that comes from
thinking a bit more like an artist. We welcomed a wide
range of visitors to the 2019 exhibition program.

Exhibitions 2019
Pop and Beyond – The art of Ken Reinhard
(February), we were delighted to discover artist
and educator Ken Reinhard living near the Gallery.
Reinhard has held an active and vital role in Australia
as an artist and art educator and is known as a
pioneer of Pop art. Pop and Beyond presented
works from the 1960s to selections from his current
suite of works, creating a snapshot into his creative
Wahroonga home. The exhibition was opened by artist
Col Jordan.
ART NORTH (March) celebrated the artistic strength
of student art in our Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai
district and included works by young artists from 19
secondary schools in the region. Students worked in

a range of expressive forms to achieve accomplished
and thought-provoking works of art. The exhibition
was opened by Local Member Alister Henskens SC
and also in attendance was the Hornsby Mayor Philip
Ruddock and Councillor Martin Smith from Ku-ringgai Council. ART NORTH was also the backdrop to the
Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association as they gathered for
the launch of the inaugural APA Book Club with Meg
and Tom Keneally.
The Hawkesbury (April), curated by Elisabeth
Cummings, connected the artists Lyndall Beck,
David Collins and Viola Dominello to an unruly and
spectacular coastal river landscape of mangroves,
weathered jetties and oyster leases. The Hawkesbury
was opened by Katrina Cashman, Assistant Director/
Senior Curator at Mosman Regional Art Gallery. Year
11 student Catrin Wood cowrote and performed the
music to accompany the Mangrove Mountain video
produced by the artists. During the exhibition a
lively morning tea and conversation with artists was
moderated by artist and curator Hendrik Kolenberg.
The Abbotsleigh Old Girls enjoyed sitting amongst the
exhibition during their annual Card Day.
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artists working in Sydney in the 1930s and 1940s –
Alison Rehfisch, Jean Appleton, Janna Bruce, Enid
Cambridge, Margaret Coen, Grace Cossington Smith,
Nancy Goldfinch, Adelaide Perry, Margaret Preston.
Their connections included art study at Dattilo Rubbo
art school, exhibitions in venues such as Macquarie
Galleries, shared studios in the city and their homes
on the North Shore. Nancy Goldfinch and Grace
Cossington Smith were both students at Abbotsleigh
and Janna Bruce was the Head of the Abbotsleigh
Visual Arts Department. The exhibition was opened by
Dr Nicky McWilliam.
The Arboreal Narratives (October) exhibition saw
a group of multidisciplinary environmental artists
exploring humanity’s relationship with the tree. This
innovative and experimental exhibition was curated
by Abbotsleigh Old Girl Louise Fowler-Smith (1973),
artist and founder of the Eco-Art collective The Tree
Veneration Society. The opening event included a
symposium with talks and performances by:
Hold Everything Dear (May) saw eight artists explore
values felt at risk in times of rapid change. Hold
Everything Dear used John Berger’s book of essays
as a starting point to examine values that each artist
considered important. Approaches varied from the
personal to the political through installation, painting,
sculpture and inclusive interaction. The exhibition
was opened by Lorraine Kypiotis, Senior Lecturer and
Education Outreach Coordinator, National Art School.
Electricity (June) was an exploration of drawing
enhanced by a simple electric current. This exhibition
explored the impact of this wonderful resource on
the creative processes of drawing. It presented the
work of artists whose deep interests in drawing were
assisted by electricity and the nature of drawing as an
interface between human experience and technology.
Anne Ryan, Curator Australian Art, Art Gallery
NSW launched the exhibition. Two other events
associated with this exhibition were an artist talk with
Ben Denham, who explained the coding and other
techniques required to make his drawing machine and
a Teacher Masterclass: Drawing Machines with Gary
Warner.
Connecting Thread (July) was an exhibition in
which artists used thread in considering ideas about
personal history, culture and memory. The artists,
Robert Brain, Sarah Contos, Sylvia Griffin, Elizabeth
Pulie and Mona Ryder, interwove the political,
cultural and autobiographical into an understanding
of the contemporary present through the audience
experience. Opened by Lizzie Marshall, curator, who
wrote the introductory catalogue text.
HSC Showcase Abbotsleigh Year 12 Visual Arts
(August) was a popular exhibition of the varied works
by 35 HSC Visual Arts students.
Out Of The Shadows Of A Long Summer – Alison
Rehfisch and her Contemporaries (September) was
curated by Nick Vickers and revealed the interesting
connections between a dedicated group of female

• Dr Marlien Van der Merwe, Biodiversity Research
Scientist, Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
• Peter Boyle, acclaimed Sydney based poet
• Dr Kim Satchell, surfer, poet, performer and
environmental philosopher
• Dr Daniel Blinkhorn, multi international award
winning composer, sound and digital media artist
Grace Cossington Smith art award 2018 winners
exhibition (November) saw works from the three 2018
art award winners. The exhibition was opened by Dr
Matt Cox, Curator Asian Art, Art Gallery New South
Wales. The exhibition enabled us to gain a deeper
understanding of the broader practice of Catherine
O’Donnell, Jane Théau and Stephen Hall, and
works they have produced since winning the Grace
Cossington Smith art award.

Community
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Another bustling year of wonderful events and
activities in and around the Abbotsleigh community
created some very memorable moments.
The year kicked off with our popular, annual Twilight
on the Plaza. Not even the extraordinary downpour
that occurred would keep our keen parents away.
Headmistress Mrs Megan Krimmer welcomed nearly
600 pretty drenched parents and staff for a delightful,
fun evening filled with great food and a wonderful
opportunity for our parent community to reconnect
and meet new friends.
The Lunar Calendar New Year Morning Tea celebrating
the Year of the Pig was our first community event of 2019
and saw 150 plus parents come together at the Junior
School to enjoy some lovely Chinese treats, a very warm
welcome from Ms Ruston and some wonderful singing in
Mandarin from our Year 6 students led by Ms Ming.
The Annual Boarder Parents’ Round Up in March is
always eagerly awaited and a wonderful opportunity
for our boarder parents to mingle and get to know
each other a bit better.
The end of May saw Abbotsleigh turn pink for Pink
Sock Day in support of the McGrath Foundation,
which provides Breast Care Nurses in communities
across Australia to care for and support victims of
breast cancer. Many parents purchased pink socks for
their girls to wear to school and on the sports field. A
record total of 470 pairs were sold, raising $6,500 in
2019 bringing the total amount raised to $25,114.05 for
this worthwhile cause.

Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association
The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association (APA), led by
President Kathy Campbell, held a magnificent Cinema

under the Stars event on the first weekend in April.
The entire Junior School parent community under the
guidance of our amazing APA Committee and Parent
Representatives rolled up their sleeves and rolled out
a memorable night that began with fun activities and
lots of tasty goodies before everyone made themselves
comfortable on picnic rugs under a warm, starry sky to
watch the movie voted for by our girls, Paddington 2. It
was a perfect evening.
The year was, as always, a busy one with Mother
Daughter Breakfast and Father Daughter Breakfast
events taking place both at the Junior and the Senior
School. The Year 12 Father Daughter event included a
very competitive tug of war, proving lots of fun.
The Year 4 Father Daughter Dinner was a very special
evening out for the girls and their dads, despite yet
another storm and the Year 5 Father Daughter Bush
Dance was a hoot!.
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Our Year 6 girls enjoyed the Mother Daughter
Gingerbread Decorating event in Term 4 as well as their
end of year disco, while the parents came together
over drinks and canapés to celebrate their daughters’
reaching the end of their Junior School years.
Throughout the year, the Parent Reps also organised a
host of year groups events: mother daughter high teas,
dads and daughters mini golf and barefoot bowling
events, parent cocktail parties, dinners, lunches,
coffee mornings, to name but a few. None of these
events could have happened without the wonderful
work that the APA’s team of Parent Reps put in. The
tireless and generous support of the APA makes it all
possible for our community to enjoy.

2019 Foundation Sports Lunch
The 7th Abbotsleigh Sports Lunch was held on Friday
14 August at Doltone House, Jones Bay Wharf. The
Sports Lunch is the biennial major fundraising event
for the Abbotsleigh Foundation. The weather was
stunning and the views of harbour were breathtaking
for our guests enjoying their drinks and canapés
outside on the terrace before the formal proceedings
commenced.
A great afternoon was had by all. Our brilliant MC,
sports broadcaster James Bracey, added lots of fun
and humour to the event as well as encouraging our
guests to ‘dig deep.’
The theme at this year’s lunch was ‘Women in Sport’
and we were joined for the first time by an all-women
panel. Ruan Sims (Rugby League Sydney Roosters
player), Louise Stephenson (AFL GWS Giants player)
and Jodie Hicks: (Cricket Sydney Sixers player)
discussed the rise of professional women’s sport, the

challenges and the joys of playing sport in this era, and
the development of girls’ grass roots sports along with
the opportunities available to girls in sport these days
Guests heard from two of Abbotsleigh’s Indigenous
students, Georgia Dennison, Year 11 (via video) and
Sophie Oakeshott, Year 9. The girls highlighted the
difference in the opportunities available to them at
Abbotsleigh, compared with their friends and family
in regional NSW. Sophie Oakeshott said, ‘Many of the
stories are brutal in their reality. Stories of domestic
violence, mental health issues, drug and alcohol,
unsafe households and unsafe communities. These are
real stories that continue today and both Abbotsleigh
and Yalari are playing an important role in breaking
this intergenerational disadvantage.’ Georgia Dennison
said, ‘There are statistics saying you are more likely
to go to juvenile justice instead of graduating Year
12 and that’s pretty much true. At home, most of my
cousins and friends have gone to “juvey” and haven’t
graduated Year 12. And the good thing about these
scholarships is that they are breaking that statistic.’
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There were plenty of wonderful auction items and
many items were hotly contested, making it a very
fun experience for all. During the event a hugely
successful live auction was held to raise funds for
our Indigenous Scholarships program and more
than $80,000 was raised from guests in the room.
This amount will fund four scholarships – what a
sensational result!
The event raised an unprecedented $160,000 from
our generous Abbotsleigh community of current
parents, past parents, Old Girls and staff. It was a truly
wonderful afternoon bringing together
the Abbotsleigh community. Thank you to those who
donated items, bid and bought items and gave generous
gifts towards our scholarships. Until next time!

Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union
The year started and ended with celebrations for
our newest Old Girls. As has been the tradition, the
2018 leavers were welcomed back in February for
the first time since leaving school. While historically
this is when HSC results were released, today they
are announced much earlier and so the Class of 2019
returned for their celebration in December. The event
was held at the home of the Headmistress, Mrs Megan
Krimmer, and was a wonderful opportunity for staff
and girls to celebrate their outstanding HSC results
and learn about their plans for the future.
The Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union (AOGU) has
continued last year’s theme of Celebrating 110 Years of
Building Connections throughout 2019 by encouraging
Old Girl engagement with each other and the AOGU.
In total, the Old Girls Office assisted with 12 decade
and half decade reunions, two regional reunions and
nine AOGU events during the year, connecting more
than 1,000 Old Girls face to face. Highlights included
the popularity of the resurrected North West regional

reunion in Tamworth (despite it being in the heart of
drought-stricken NSW) and the attendance of Ruth
Richardson (Warden, 1940) at the Queensland reunion
who left school 79 years ago. Inaugural AOGU events
included a Family Bowls Day and Mother Daughter
High Tea, both of which saw up to three generations of
Abbotsleigh girls gather together.
Abbotsleigh community events involving staff, parents,
prospective families and Old Girls, were held in
Singapore, Dubbo and Tamworth. Old Girls living in
Singapore especially enjoyed the unique opportunity
to meet with both the Headmistress, Mrs Megan
Krimmer, and the Deputy Headmistress, Mrs Victoria
Rennie (Gosper, 1987).
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The AOGU also extended its support to the current
boarding community. In recognition of the effect
of the drought and bushfires on rural and regional
communities, and in particular the effect on a number
of boarding families, the AOGU kindly donated
$20,000 to the School’s Boarders Bursary Fund. This
fund is set up specifically to provide fee assistance to
boarding families affected by the drought.

The sharing of photos following events as well as
stories of Old Girls on social media has resulted in
increased engagement and rekindled relationships this
year, especially via Facebook. There was also welcome
feedback from the Old Girl community following
editions of The Loom and Around Abbotsleigh.
The AOGU continued its recognition of the positive
contributions that Old Girls make to their local
and worldwide communities through the AOGU
110th Anniversary Grant, established in 2018 to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the AOGU.
This year’s worthy recipients were Helen Hoskins
(1969), Rebecca Ladd (1981), and Gillian Truman
(Carpenter, 1999).

Old Girls continue to have a strong presence within
the School and there were many opportunities for
current girls to hear from Old Girls during the year,
including ABC political reporter Stephanie Borys
(2006) who spoke at the School’s 134th Birthday
Assembly. Australian Defence Force representatives
Sarah Flint (2017) (Australian Army), Anna Wilson
(2016) (Royal Australian Navy) and Lucinda Branson
(2016) (Royal Australian Air Force) were part of
Remembrance Day commemorations and Melinda
Tually (1993) spoke at the World Environment Day
Assembly about her work as a responsible fashion and
retail strategist. Year 12 Leavers heard from University
of NSW Law student Annabel Rigby (2016) at their
lunch and from AOGU President, Belinda Burton
(Tjuew, 1991), during their Valedictory Assembly. At the
Senior School Speech Day, Rachel Scott (1990), who
was one of the 2018 AOGU 110th Anniversary Grant
winners, shared her experience in teaching music to
disadvantaged children including rural and Indigenous
children. Additionally, more than 50 Old Girls shared
their experience at the School’s annual Careers
Evening. Old Girls were also strongly represented
in the day girls vs boarders vs Old Girl relays at this
year’s Athletics and Swimming Carnivals, finishing a
close second in both events. There were also many Old
Girls assisting students as coaches across a full range
of sports and clubs throughout the year.
One of the most notable outcomes for Old Girls this
year has been the change to the Enrolment Policy
affecting daughters of Abbotsleigh Old Girls. It will no
longer be necessary for the daughter of an Abbotsleigh
Old Girl to attend entrance testing for her entry to Year
5 or Year 7 with accepted places offered to daughters
of Old Girls entering at ALL entry points on early
application. This is great news for Old Girls wishing to
continue the Abbotsleigh tradition in their families.

HSC 2019 Results
Congratulations Year 12 2019
We are very excited for, and warmly congratulate, the
exceptional young women of Year 12 2019 who have
inspired the whole Abbotsleigh community to look up and
reach out well beyond themselves. Each girl has strived
to achieve her personal best in all that she has done,
and we are delighted by every girl’s superb achievements
in this year’s HSC examinations. Congratulations girls!
Your legacy will live on at Abbotsleigh and we can’t wait
to see what wonderful things you will do as you follow
your dreams in so many different areas of endeavour and
continue to make a positive difference in our world.

Top achievers
Students who achieved a state ranking in a course.
•
•
•
•

Stella Leonardi – 1st in Music 2
Rosie Meares – 4th Design and Technology
Grace McInerney – 5th in History Extension
Annabelle Shaw – 10th Business Studies

Outstanding results by subject
• 100% in the top band: Music 2, Chinese Continuers,
Music Extension

• 100% in the top two bands: Ancient History, Chinese and
Literature, Design and Technology, Geography, Music 1,
Physics, Visual Arts, English Extension 1, English Extension
2, French Extension, German Extension, Latin Extension,
Mathematics Extension 2, Science Extension
• 90% or more in the top two bands: Biology, Business
Studies, English Advanced, English EAL/D, Mathematics
Extension 1, History Extension
Overall Abbotsleigh results
•
•
•
•
•

10.7% 99 and over
25.3% 98 and over
46.7% 95 and over
71.3% 90 and over
91.3% 80 and over

Boarder results
•
•
•
•

17.4% 98 and over
34.8% 95 and over
56.5% 90 and over
82.6% 80 and over

Depth of performance
Abbotsleigh’s median ATAR 94.5
State median ATAR 69.75

Significant achievements
All round achievers

NESA student showcases

Anika Blackwell, Sarah Buchanan,
Jessica Cejnar, Chelsea Chaffey,
Emily Chan, Nao (Olivia) Chen, Yue
(Yuelanda) Dai, Elizabeth Flaherty,
Ann Guo, Olivia Hogg, Natasha
Huang, Navleen Kaur, Julia Kelland,
Stella Leonardi, Yuzhu (Julie) Liu,
Winona Lu, Grace McInerney, Imogen
McIntyre, Rosie Meares, Emma Moy,
Emily Ong, Indigo Pontin, Emily Tan,
Vicky Wang, Rebecca Whittle, Emily
Wong, Waiwai Yeap, Mingsi (Iris) Zhang

ARTEXPRESS
Nominated

Top ATAR scores
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

99.9 Nao (Olivia) Chen
99.85 Chelsea Chaffey
99.7 Natasha Huang
99.7 Stella Leonardi
99.65 Julia Kelland
99.65 Grace McInerney
99.65 Vicky Wang
99.65 Rebecca Whittle
99.6 Jessica Cejnar
99.55 Ann Guo
99.55 Imogen McIntyre
99.35 Sophie Looi
99.35 Waiwai Yeap
99.3 Anika Blackwell
99.25 Winona Lu
99.2 Charlotte Deng

Chelsea Chaffey – A Dangerous
Curve – My Scoliosis
Sarah Buchanan – Solace and
Separation
Georgina Cooper – Leaf it to us:
vicious cycle
Olivia Gallant – No Race Winners
Claire Lloyd – Advertising Autism
(series)
Erin Mackay – Living with Ghosts
Xiaoran Qian – Hyakumonogatari –
100 Stories
Emma Shannon – Ode to a Dying
Queen (colony collapse disorder)
Selected
Charlotte Banks – Distorted
Depths – No Light Matter
Sophie Forsythe – Deadly
Resistance: Gone Viral
Alice Moosavian Mahdavi –
Connecting Threads
Jessica Nagy – The Fisherman’s
Daughter
Anna Verheul – Fading Lights – Lost
Worlds
Yan Yu (Katrina) Wan – Presence.
Absence.

ENCORE
Nominated
Arabella Archibald – Music 1 (performance)
Nao (Olivia) Chen – Music 2 (performance)
Sophia Digges – Music 2 (performance)
Stella Leonardi – Music 2 (composition)
Mei Yan (Alison) Tung – Music 2
(composition and performance)
OnSTAGE
Nominated
Clementine Hobill Cole – Tittle Tattlers
Katie Ord – Tittle Tattlers
Sneha Ramakrishnan – Tittle Tattlers
Swatantra Roy – Tittle Tattlers
Emma Shannon – Tittle Tattlers
Jennifer Stannard – Tittle Tattlers
Katie Ord – Bearing
Anastasia Scholes – Wretched Flies
and Bones
Emma Shannon – Menfolk
Shape
Nominated
Isabella Aptaker
Lucinda Bray
Sophie Forsythe
Stephanie Kah
Charlotte Krelle
Rosie Meares
Emma Moy
Annie Shen
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Band Summaries 2019
BAND 6
Subject

BAND 5

BAND 4

# Students

% Abb

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

Ancient History

16

50

9.21

50

26.25

0

29.33

Biology

61

39.34

7.31

52.46

24

6.56

28.72

Business Studies

49

42.86

9.34

48.98

23.68

8.16

28.39

Chemistry

53

33.96

16.04

45.28

29.89

16.98

21.11

Chinese Continuers

3

100

40.44

0

38.76

0

13.48

Chinese and Literature

8

50

19.17

50

51.12

0

26.59

Design and Technology

13

61.54

14.33

38.46

32.2

0

35.45

Drama

16

25

15.1

62.5

28.56

12.5

40.39

Earth and Environmental Science

8

50

5.66

25

25.4

12.5

35.31

Economics

33

27.27

15.2

57.58

36.53

9.09

22.75

English Advanced

131

46.56

13.47

50.38

48.32

3.05

30.05

English Standard

8

0

0.66

62.5

11.09

12.5

40.06

English EAL/D

11

45.45

3.88

45.45

19.57

9.09

34.7

French Continuers

12

16.67

30.86

41.67

33.79

41.67

22.83

Geography

24

62.5

10.32

37.5

32.86

0

28.79

German Continuers

8

25

22

37.5

33.97

37.5

32.53

Japanese Beginners

7

42.86

14.26

28.57

28.52

28.57

22.5

Latin Continuers

5

20

51.14

60

38.16

20

8.39

Mathematics

73

54.79

23.51

21.92

25.67

19.18

29.16

Mathematics Standard 2

38

7.89

5.19

68.42

18.86

18.42

32.11

Modern History

53

37.74

9.74

47.17

29.59

9.43

26.66

Music 1

2

50

22.08

50

43.88

0

24.65

Music 2

6

100

41.23

0

49.72

0

8.9

PDHPE

29

37.93

6.26

48.28

25

10.34

30.52

Physics

17

52.94

12.37

47.06

24.51

0

27.23

Studies of Religion II

15

26.67

7.35

60

37.27

13.33

34.68

Visual Arts

35

80

15.77

20

46.73

0

27.16

BAND E4
Subject

BAND E3

Number of students

% Abb

% NSW

% Abb

% NSW

English Extension 1

21

80.95

34.12

19.05

59.75

English Extension 2

13

92.31

26.12

7.69

53.67

French Extension

4

25

28.81

75

59.32

German Extension

5

40

42.55

60

57.44

History Extension

29

51.72

27.61

41.38

48.98

Latin Extension

5

80

77.1

20

22.89

Mathematics Extension 1

63

57.14

39.03

38.1

41.08

Mathematics Extension 2

36

38.89

35.74

61.11

50.12

Music Extension

4

100

66.42

0

31.41

Science Extension

7

0

6.58

100

61.82

NAPLAN 2019
YEAR 3
Lower bands
combined (%)

Band 4 (%)

Band 5(%)

Band 6 or
Higher bands (%)

Abbotsleigh

2.6

3.8

17.9

75.7

SSSG

5.8

11.5

24.6

58.1

State

24.3

19.9

24.5

31.3

Abbotsleigh

1.3

14.1

32.1

52.6

SSSG

4.0

15.8

43.0

37.1

State

16.5

25.5

38.6

19.4

Abbotsleigh

3.8

10.3

12.8

73.0

SSSG

9.6

15.2

26.0

49.1

State

25.5

20.2

24.8

29.5

Abbotsleigh

0.0

2.6

16.7

80.7

SSSG

5.9

9.3

19.7

65.2

State

23.2

16.4

21.8

38.5

Abbotsleigh

3.8

9.0

30.8

56.4

SSSG

8.3

18.4

28.4

44.9

State

30.8

25.9

23.4

19.8

Lower bands
combined (%)

Band 6 (%)

Band 7 (%)

Band 8 or
Higher bands (%)

Abbotsleigh

0.0

7.9

31.7

60.5

SSSG

8.9

18.7

30.4

41.8

State

31.8

28.2

22.8

17.2

Abbotsleigh

6.9

25.7

31.7

35.6

SSSG

24.0

35.5

23.9

16.7

State

48.3

32.2

13.4

6.1

Abbotsleigh

2.0

13.9

25.7

58.5

SSSG

13.8

23.6

32.7

30.0

State

32.8

27.0

25.2

15.1

Abbotsleigh

0.0

4.0

19.8

76.2

SSSG

13.7

17.7

29.2

39.3

State

37.8

21.5

22.0

18.7

Abbotsleigh

4.0

8.9

24.8

62.3

SSSG

12.0

25.0

30.7

32.3

State

39.2

28.5

19.3

13.0

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

YEAR 5
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy
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YEAR 7
Lower bands
combined %

Band 7 %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Higher bands
combined %

3.2

14.6

29.7

52.5

96.8

State

38.0

29.9

20.4

11.7

62.0

SSSG

11.0

26.2

32.3

30.4

89.0

Abbotsleigh

13.3

29.7

32.3

24.7

86.7

State

57.5

23.4

14.7

4.4

42.5

SSSG

31.9

29.2

27.6

11.4

68.1

Abbotsleigh

7.0

7.6

34.8

50.6

93.0

State

35.4

29.4

21.6

13.6

64.6

SSSG

15.7

28.5

30.1

25.7

84.3

Abbotsleigh

7.0

13.9

25.3

53.8

93.0

State

40.8

26.6

17.1

15.6

59.2

SSSG

14.7

26.9

25.1

33.3

85.3

Abbotsleigh

6.3

9.5

19.0

65.2

93.7

State

36.2

26.2

19.7

18.0

63.8

SSSG

8.6

19.8

28.9

42.7

91.4

Lower bands
combined %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Band 10 %

Band 8 to 10
combined %

9.7%

20.6%

37.6%

32.1%

90.3%

State

45.2%

29.4%

18.4%

7.1%

54.8%

SSSG

18.0%

31.7%

31.4%

18.9%

82.0%

Abbotsleigh

20.6%

37.0%

19.4%

23.0%

79.4%

State

61.5%

24.7%

9.4%

4.4%

38.5%

SSSG

35.2%

35.6%

18.6%

10.6%

64.8%

Abbotsleigh

12.8%

18.9%

42.1%

26.2%

87.2%

State

44.1%

30.2%

17.9%

7.8%

55.9%

SSSG

22.0%

33.3%

29.2%

15.5%

78.0%

Abbotsleigh

13.4%

20.7%

24.4%

41.5%

86.6%

State

53.3%

24.6%

14.5%

7.5%

46.7%

SSSG

27.6%

29.3%

25.2%

17.9%

72.4%

Abbotsleigh

5.5%

16.4%

30.9%

47.3%

94.5%

State

44.1%

27.3%

17.2%

11.5%

55.9%

SSSG

12.7%

27.7%

30.5%

29.1%

87.3%

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh

YEAR 9
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Abbotsleigh

*Please note that Abbotsleigh moved to NAPLAN online in 2019 and so results are not comparable with previous NAPLAN results.
In addition, Abbotsleigh experienced connectivity problems due to NESA/ACARA issues with the testing platform.

Competition Results
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Junior School
UNSW REACH
English
Years 3-6 participated
- 22 Exemplary

- 1 medal winner – Stephanie Tang
- 4 High Distinction
- 9 Distinction
- 11 Credit
- 4 Merit

- 81 Outstanding
- 133 Commendable
- 28 Good
- 84 Participation
Mathematics
Years 2-6 participated
- 9 Exemplary
- 69 Outstanding

DEBATING
ISDA
Abbotsleigh Junior School entered two primary teams
into the ISDA Debating Competition. This competition
sees Sydney’s leading independent schools compete
over 7 preliminary rounds.
Primary A

- 120 Participation

Saskia Beletich, Laura Bogdanovic, Harriet Chang,
Beatrice Chung, Rhiannon Masters, Phoebe Peng,
Abbey Taylor
Coach: Terence Duggan

Science

Primary B

Years 3-6 participated

Lara Bentley, Alexandra Cuthell, Eloise Huynh,
Annette Luu, Jacinta Mak, Anika Niles, Josie Tieu
Coach: Sabreen Hussain

- 157 Commendable
- 41 Good

- 15 Exemplary
- 73 Outstanding
- 126 Commendable
- 32 Good

SDN

English

Abbotsleigh Junior School entered two primary teams
into the SDN Debating Competition. This competition
sees 8 schools from the North Shore compete over 7
preliminary rounds. Our Primary B Team qualified and
went on to the tiebreakers round of the competition.

38 students from Years 3-6 participated

Primary A

- 1 medal winner – Neomi Verma

Saskia Beletich, Beatrice Chung, Celine Huang, Riya
Jayakanthan, Jacinta Mak, Anika Niles, Olivia Wood
Coach: Sophie Ray

- 99 Participation
UNSW ICAS

- 6 High Distinction
- 9 Distinction
- 12 Credit

SDN Debating Primary B

- 5 Merit

Sophie Choi, Juliet Henderson, Annice Ip, Grace Li,
Sienna Rowe, Tasha Wong, Fiona Yan
Coach: Sabreen Hussain

Mathematics
49 students from Years 3-6 participated
- 2 medal winners – Amber Li and Stephanie Tang
- 9 High Distinction

MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD
Year 5

- 14 Distinction

- Top 2%: Amber Li, Charlotte Parasyn

- 14 Credit

- Top 10%: Cate Atkinson, Cecilia He, Diana Tan,
Wenxin Wang

- 3 Merit
Science
36 students from Years 3-6 participated

- Top 20%: Kaitlyn Blair, Nicole Gabonian, Rita Chen,
Anouk Hakewill, Charlotte Panikian, Vanessa Ton,
Melanie Wong, Peiying Wu, Helen Xu
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Year 6

Year 2 Team 2

- Top 2%: Angela Lu

Ryka Dave, Charlotte Sadler, Paarvathi Thillainathan
placed 3rd overall and qualified for the national finals

- Top 10%: Reanne Alwis, Annelise Draper, Celine
Huang, Luyan Jiang, Tian Jiang, Evelyn Liu, Jacinta
Mak, Ashley Nguyen, Anjali Peddy Reddy, Phoebe
Peng, Fiona Yan, Annie Zhang

Year 5 Team 1
Amber Li, Charlotte Parasyn, Leisel Tan placed 1st
overall and qualified for the national finals

- Top 20%: Madeline Atkinson, Saskia Beletich, Laura
Bogdanovic, Harriet Chang, Sophie Choi, Emilia
Grimes, Eloise Huynh, Riya Jayakanthan, Grace Li,
Fuschia Lim, Catherine Wei, Olivia Wood

Year 5 Team 2

MATHS GAMES

BRAINWAYS QUEST NATIONAL FINAL

Year 5

Year 2 Team 2

- Top 10%: Emily Callagher, Zara Hassan, Mackenzie
Luu, Georgia Wood

Ryka Dave, Charlotte Sadler, Paarvathi Thillainathan
placed 8th overall

- Top 20%: Yvonne Hsiao, Jemima Jones, Kacey Kong,
Estella Tran, Katie Wong

Year 5 Team 1

Year 6
- Top 20%: Eva Bloom, Sophia Bradford, Ashley Chan,
Elizabeth Lam, Elinor Lewis, Zara Nguyen, Alina
Ramanathan
MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE FOR YOUNG
AUSTRALIANS

Kaitlyn Blair, Anouk Hakewill, Melanie Wong placed
3rd overall and qualified for the national finals

Amber Li, Charlotte Parasyn, Leisel Tan came first in
Science and Humanities, second in Mathematics and
placed 1st overall
Year 5 Team 2
Kaitlyn Blair, Anouk Hakewill, Melanie Wong placed
6th overall
QUEEN’S ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION

Distinctions – Ellie Apostolidis, Leah Alwis, Hailey
Chan, Serena Chi, Elise Fung, Zoya Khan, Audrey Li,
Sophia Rayment, Evita Saravanja, Stephanie Tang,
Neomi Verma, Hannah Yap, Chloe Zhao.

The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is
the world’s oldest international writing competition
for schools. Abbotsleigh Junior School submitted 16
entries from Years 3-6 on the theme of ‘My Cultural
Conections’, and the following students were awarded
certificates:

Upper Primary

Bronze Award

Distinctions – Isabella Apostolou, Saskia Beletich,
Harriet Chang, Beatrice Chung, Annelise Draper,
Emilia Grimes, Riya Jayakanthan, Ariana Sim.

Saskia Beletich, Vanessa Ton

Middle Primary

Silver Award
Harriet Chang, Evelyn Liu, Tasha Wong

PAPER PLANE COMPETITION
During Science and Maths Week, the Years 3-6 girls
had the opportunity to qualify for the NSW state
paper plane competition. Valerie Chung (4L), Lauren
Kwong (5D) and Abbey Taylor (6G) all qualified and
represented the School at the NSW state finals at the
University of Sydney on Saturday 31 August. They were
up against very stiff competition on the day but did
themselves and our school proud.
BRAINWAYS QUEST COMPETITION
The Quest Competition focused on creativity, problemsolving and teamwork in three core subjects: Science,
Mathematics and Humanities.
Year 2 Team 1
Claire Lee, Sanaa Randhawa, Amelia Young came first
in the Humanities component and placed 11th overall

MINIMUS MYTHOLOGY COMPETITION
The 2019 Minimus Mythology Competition on theme
‘King Midas’ invited children from around the world
who study Latin with the best-selling Minimus
textbook to submit creative writing or art projects.
Awards
- Level 1 Art: Tasha Wong 2nd Prize
- Level 1 Writing: Lisa Yeh 3rd Prize
- Level 1 Animation: Grace Li 2nd Prize
THE WHITLAM INSTITUTE’S ‘WHAT MATTERS’
WRITING COMPETITION
Shortlisted candidates: Emilia Grimes and Isabel Loh
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Senior School

DRAMA

CHESS

Winners of the Group Devised Scene: Katie Ord,
Lizzie Brown, Xanthe Condoleon, Katya Lal, Kimia
Nojoumian, Daniella Speirs, Eleanor Wheatley

NSW Girls Chess Challenge
- The junior team (Sophie Fox, Caitlyn Tieu and
Monique Tran) – 3rd place
Da Vinci Decathlon

Sport for Jove State Shakespeare Carnival

IST

DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

70 students from Years 6-11 participated in the NCSS
Challenge via GROK learning online completing
various challenges in the Python coding language
with 33 girls achieving a perfect score in their chosen
stream. Many of these girls had not received any in
class tuition to complete these challenges and chose
to participate as an extra-curricular activity.

AHIGS Festival of Speech

Notable achievements:

- Abbotsleigh won the Religious and Ethical
Questions section

Year 6

- The Year 7 team was awarded 1st place in Creative
Producers and 2nd place in Cartography
- The Year 8 team placed 3rd in Art and Poetry

Legacy Junior Public Speaking Award
- Megan Wang (Year 9) won the local and regional
finals, and was one of two NSW speakers selected
to speak in the national final
Plain English Speaking Award
- Natasha Huang (Year 12) made the state semi final
Rostrum Voice of Youth Public Speaking Award
- Amanda Kelly (Year 8) won the junior regional final

Amelia Grimes completed the challenge with very little
help from staff and achieved a participation in the
beginner and intermediate streams.
Year 8
- Grace Berry, Felicity Hu and Amanda Zhang all
received a distinction in the beginner stream
- Sophie Fox achieved a stand out performance of
high distinction in the advanced stream
Year 9

- Olivia Harlamb (Year 10) won the local final regional
final and was runner up at the state final

09IST 01 class achieved perfect scores across the
board in the beginner stream.

Archdale Debating

Year 10

- Year 7B and Year 8A teams won their grand finals
helping Abbotsleigh to be the champion school for a
second consecutive year

10IST 01 class achieved perfect scores or high
distinctions across the board in the intermediate
stream.

- The Year 9 team achieved 1st place (vs Kambala)

Year 11

- Abbotsleigh won the Archdale Debating Shield
(top point score throughout all rounds of the
competition)

Ainslie Wong achieved a perfect score in the
intermediate stream and a participation in the
advanced stream.

- Abbotsleigh had three girls selected into the
Archdale Representative Debating Team : Jessica
Cejnar (Year 12), Brianna Ho (Year 11), Satara
Uthaykumaran (Year 11)

LANGUAGES

ISDA Debating

Jacinta Lin (1st in state for HSC Latin Extension 2018)
was awarded the Barton Scholarship for continuing
her study of Latin at Sydney University.

-

Heidi Shaw and Angel Yuan from Year 10 Chinese
participated in the ‘Hello Mandarin’ recitation
competition. Both were awarded second place in their
category. Heidi also received the first prize scholarship
provided by China Northwest University,

The Year 7 team reached the quarter finals
The Year 8 team won their grand final
The Year 9 team made the octo finals
The Year 10 team won their grand final
Senior B team were runners up in the grand final

SDN Debating
-

Both Middle School teams won their grand final
The junior team won their final (Years 8 and 9)
The Year 10 team won their final
Abbotsleigh won the SDN Debating Shield (overall
winning school)

which provides Heidi with up to four years study at the
university with free tuition and accommodation.
Ella Boulton from Year 10 German was awarded a
three-week language course scholarship to Germany.
She will travel to Weimar in July 2020 to participate in
a three-week, all expenses paid course at the Goethe-
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Institut. Ella submitted a poster and an essay and had
in interview in German and English for her successful
application.
Abbotsleigh French, German, Latin, Chinese and
Japanese students participated in the annual
Language Perfect World Championships which took
place in August and September. Abbotsleigh came
2nd in Australia for a school in the 501-1000 students
category and came 10th in the world

SNOWSPORTS
Northern Regional and SSA State Interschools
Championships
- Alexandra Gavagna, Catherine Gavagna, Sophie
Cheung and Sophia Sugo won their division
- Catherine Gavagna was awarded the NSW/ACT
Alpine Developing Athlete Award
TAS

SCIENCE
Big Science Competition
316 students entered from Years 7-9. The results
achieved in 2019 were exceptional.
- 26 high distinctions
- 65 distinctions
- 107 credits
REACH
All students in Years 7- 10 entered in the REACH
competition.
- 33 exemplary
- 156 outstanding
ICAS Science competition
Based on their result in REACH being either exemplary
or outstanding, 176 students entered from Years 7-10.
The results achieved were exceptional.
- 11 high distinctions
- 72 distinctions
- 65 credits

SHAPE 2019 – University of Sydney Alan Broady
Memorial Prize
Sophie Evennett’s Design and Technology Major
Design Project (2018) was selected for exhibition at the
SHAPE Exhibition, Powerhouse Museum. In addition to
this wonderful acknowledgement of her work, Sophie's
project ELLA (Eating Liquid Line Aid) was awarded
the Sydney School of Education and Social Work
(University of Sydney) 2019 Alan Broady Memorial Prize
consisting of a certificate and $500 award.
Adobe Creative Jam
Our Year 11 Software Design and Development
students participated in the Adobe Creative Jam. They
received a short training session using the Adobe XD
software package before an intense competition to
design a mobile app. Pitted against a number of other
schools, the design brief was a mobile application
to connect people with volunteer opportunities, all
in just a couple of hours. All teams presented their
final design at the end of the day and one of our
Abbotsleigh teams finished runners up, impressing the
judges with their appealing aesthetic and feature-rich
design.

RACI Chemistry Quiz

VISUAL ARTS

283 students entered from Years 7-11.

Bianca Yang (Year 11) was a finalist in the Northern
Beaches Art Prize and her artwork was exhibited in the
finalists exhibition.

- 23 high distinctions
- 31 distinctions
- 41 credits
Titration Competition
- RACI NSW Titration Competition
- The three teams entered came 1st, 2nd and 6th
- National Titration Competition
- Our top team (Karen Lin, Julie Liu, Xiaoran Qian)
placed 2nd overall
- Karen Lin achieved a perfect score
Science Olympiad
47 students completed the Olympiad courses and
entered one or more examination.
Biology – 6 credits and 3 distinctions
Chemistry – 9 credits and 1 distinction
Earth and Environmental – 3 credits and 1

Alicia Chiu (Year 10) won the Royal Easter Show
art prize for her age group. In the July holidays she
participated in the six-day Piatra Neamt Creativ
International Art Competition in Romania and was
awarded an overall gold category for her plein air
painting and drawing.

Sport
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Junior School
Physical Endeavour and Wellbeing in
the Junior School
The introduction this year of the new NESA K-6 PDHPE
Curriculum enabled a focused reimagining of learning
in physical activity and wellbeing. The new curriculum
is centred around the three areas of self-management,
movement and interpersonal skills. Across the board,
new, creative and engaging programs have been
developed that encourage critical thinking, teamwork
and aim to build confidence in all girls.
The new curriculum philosophy has seen a shift from
traditional methods of sport-focused activities to
one of games involving cooperation and creative play.
The emphasis is on learning vital life skills such as
teamwork, communication, adaptability and critical
thinking. Furthermore, increased focus has been given
to providing time for students to engage in stimulating
conversations around the importance of physical
literacy and social emotional wellbeing.
A huge undertaking has involved the re-framing of
health programs to meet the requirements of the new
curriculum paralleled with the needs of all Abbotsleigh
girls in a rapidly changing world. Before starting new
frameworks, students worked collaboratively with
PDHPE staff to explore what would most engage
them in health lessons. As a result, programs now
include a vast range of hands on activities, modern
and relevant information and videos. The production
of quality student booklets references the trends
through the school wellbeing survey. Consequently,
health booklets are continuously being refined and
adapted to ensure that all girls may live healthy and
happy lives. Current programs such as Life Education,
URStrong, Act for Kids, Judith Krause Growth and
Development sessions, along with surf and bike
education activities, also inform and allow the new
outcomes to be met.

the girls to have equal access to games in which
boys have always participated. Great enthusiasm
has surrounded the introduction of two new sports
– water polo/flippa ball and AFL. This step also led
to a restructure with Year 2 girls being added to our
Saturday Sport program in Semester 2 with our schoolbased skill development sessions encompassing
netball, AFL, soccer and minkey. These activities are
fun, inclusive and develop fundamental game skills.
With sedentary activities becoming easier and often
more attractive to children, this commitment to
physical activity and fun in PE and Saturday Sport at
the Junior School level increases our girls’ intrinsic
enjoyment of movement and a love of sport.
ATHLETICS
Represented at IPSHA
Reanne Alwis, Gracie Atkins, Cate Atkinson, Elizabeth
Bailey, Emma Bao, Charlotte Bell, Grace Black,
Sophia Bradford, Carys Byrnes, Emily Callagher,
Estella Cameron, Josselyn Cheung, Michaela
Couper, Alexandra Cuthell, Imaya Geevasinga, Eve
Glendinning, Chengsong Liang, Melinda Liu, Alanna
Luong, Mackenzie Luu, Sarah Magnussen, Gabriela
Popescu, Skye Pullen, Sienna Rowe, Charlotte Sadler,
Evita Saravanja, Summer Sivaraj, Margot Story, Leisel
Tan, Abbey Taylor, Estella Tran, Amy Whitelaw and
Kiera Yerbury.
Represented at CIS
Gracie Atkins, Sophia Bradford, Carys Byrnes,
Alexandra Cuthell, Sienna Rowe, Summer Sivaraj and
Kiera Yerbury

Sporting Engagement Through IPSHA
Exposure to high levels of participation in physical
activity at the Junior School level is vital in developing
fundamental movement skills and embedding a
lifelong passion for sport and exercise. While much
is focused on providing quality physical education
lessons to all girls, opportunities for our girls to master
more complex skills and apply them in competitive
sport situations are achieved through IPSHA sport.
Our IPSHA Saturday Sport program has seen a
significant increase in numbers this year with the
addition of Year 3 girls to the program, now enabling

CROSS COUNTRY
Represented at IPSHA
Cate Atkinson, Elizabeth Bailey, Amelia Bassett,
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Olivia Berry, Grace Black, Aurora Caie, Estella
Cameron, Isabel Chan, Harriet Chang, Valerie Chung,
Layla Coetzee, Eve Glendining, Claudia Henderson,
Juliet Henderson, Isabel Jennings, Amber Johnson,
Harriet Kaan, Chanel Kang, Selene Lee, Chengsong
Liang, Juliet Lim, Melinda Liu, Alyssa Low, Scarlett
Low, Mackenzie Luu, Abigail Ly, Jacinta Mak, Calliope
Morson, Charlotte Parasyn, Phoebe Peng, Skye Pullen,
Imogen Robertson, Emily Rundell, Charlotte Sadler,
Evita Saravanja, Summer Sivaraj, Margot Story, Olivia
Wood and Kiera Yerbury
Represented at CIS
Cate Atkinson, Elizabeth Bailey, Estella Cameron,
Mackenzie Luu, Imogen Robertson, Summer Sivaraj,
Kiera Yerbury
DIVING
Represented at IPSHA
Amanda Allsop, Amelia Bassett, Saskia Beletich,
Aurora Caie, Alexandra Cuthell, Harriet Kaan, Alisha
Ly, Charlize Mackie, Bonnie McInerney, Alexandra
Moore and Emily Rundell.

Aurora Caie, Harriet Kaan, Bonnie McInerney,
Emily Rundell

Hailey Chan, Joselyn Cheung, Melody Cui, Ava-Liah
Elias, Leanne Huang, Zoe Huang, Tian Jiang, Lauren
Kam, Selene Lee, Amber Liou, Viola Ma, Charlize
Mackie, Harseerat Pal, Ishana Saha, Misha Vasfi, Katie
Wong, Melissa Yip and Olina Zhou

Represented at PSSA

HOCKEY

Aurora Caie and Harriet Kaan

Represented at CIS

Represented at SSA Nationals

Harriet Kaan, Annabelle O’Hara, Mikayla Tay and Amy
Whitelaw

Represented at CIS

Harriet Kaan
EQUESTRIAN
Alexa Garcia, Andelaine Mackie and Charlize Mackie
FOOTBALL
Represented at PSSA
Estella Cameron
Represented at SSA Nationals
Estella Cameron
GYMNASTICS
IPSHA Artistic Team
Leah Alwis , Grace Black, Carys Byrnes, Julia Cameron,
Ashley Chan, Sophie Choi, Alice Citer, Kitty Fairfax,
Nicole Gabonian, Eve Glendenning, Katherine Gooden,
Harriet Kaan, Hannah Lee, Fuschia Lim, Amber
Liou, Madeleine Ly, Alisha Ly, Charlize Mackie, Zara
Marinovic, Alexandra Moore, Zara Nguyen, Charlotte
Parasyn, Sophia Rayment, Sarah Richardson, Imogen
Robertson, Estella Tran, Isabella Wang, Annabel Woo
and Alyssa Wu

Represented at PSSA
Mikayla Tay and Annabelle O’Hara
NETBALL
Represented at CIS
Kiera Yerbury
Represented at PSSA
Kiera Yerbury
SWIMMING
Represented at IPSHA
Grace Black, Abigail Cho, Genevieve Doran, Angelina
Gong, Audrey Jackson, Harriet Kaan, Chanel Kang,
Jasmine Kamil, Ria Kim, Selene Lee, Alyssa Low,
Jacinta Mak, Renee Ng, Annabelle O’Hara, Skye
Pullen, Imogen Robertson, Charlotte Sadler, Victoria
Sherlock, Margot Story, Leisel Tan and Amelia Whelan
Represented at CIS
Angelina Gong, Audrey Jackson, Liesel Tan,
Jacinta Mak

IPSHA Rhythmic Team

Represented at PSSA

Kaitlyn Blair, Carys Byrnes, Emily Callagher,

Liesel Tan
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Senior School
What a year we’ve had in sport! 2019 has seen
amazing victories, incredible participation and
wonderful growth across our senior school sports.
More than 200 girls played badminton this year,
surpassing softball and tennis to be our largest sport
in term 1. Sport aerobics (now known as aerobic
gymnastics) grew rapidly this year also, with more than
100 girls competing at the state championships. 61
went on to nationals where Abbotsleigh was crowned
‘Champion Overall School’ for the first time!
Snow sports numbers are on the rise too; 32 at
regionals, 22 at state and 11 at national championships.
We have not only seen an increase in participation,
but our strength is also evident, particularly in cross
country skiing; we were the Secondary Girls Cross
Country Champion School at state, and our division 1
relay team won gold at nationals.
Our softball 1sts had their most successful season in
eight years – runners up in S01, but our football (soccer)
1sts took home the S01 trophy outright this year; the
first time since the competition began! The girls went
through the season undefeated – highly impressive for a
team that was in S02 only two years ago.
Our junior hockey players have also had a strong
2019, winning the Mollie Dive Junior Trophy in term
2 and going through the term 3 IGSSA competition
undefeated with a ‘for and against’ record of 42-1! The
girls went on to become Joint Premiers with Pymble

drawing 1-1 in the grand final. Congratulations to this
wonderful team.
AFL and rugby 7s continued to grow; more than 100
girls played AFL in term 1, and term 3 saw four rugby
teams take to the paddock each week. The 14As
rugby girls took home the silver medal this year and
once again won the Most Improved Trophy. Our golf
numbers more than doubled this year too – 57 girls
attended weekly lessons at Pymble Golf Club in Term 4.
As per usual, we had huge numbers participating in
basketball, netball and touch football – with 28, 32
and 29 teams respectively entered into the Saturday
morning competitions.
Our representative teams had another strong year,
in particular our athletes (2nd) and swimmers and
divers (both 3rd), but our cross country runners were
unmatched. The team came 1st again this year, going
back-to-back for the first time since 2004-2005.
We look forward to seeing how our top cross country
runners go next year, as our girls have once again
qualified to race at the World Schools Cross Country
Championships, this time in Slovakia!
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ABBOTSLEIGH TEAM SPORTS
Sport

Number of teams

Semi-finalists

Grand finalists

Premiers

AFL

5

2*

0**

nil

Badminton

53

26

15

8 – Teams 1 (S01), 8, 16, 17, 21,
28 (J01), 40, 49

Basketball

27

13*

2**

2 – Teams 2, 9

Cricket***

3

n/a

n/a

n/a

Football

15

11*

7**

5 – Team 1 (S01), 2, 4, 5, 11

Hockey

13

9

5

1 – Team 7 (J01)

Netball

32

21

13

8 – Teams 6, 9, 14, 18, 19, 22, 24, 25

Rugby 7s

4

1*

1**

nil

Softball

14

13*

9

8 – Teams 3, 5, 6, 7 (J01), 8, 9, 11, 13

Tennis

29

19*

5

1 – Team 15

Touch football

29

14*

7**

4 – Teams 1 (S01), 4, 10, 23

Water polo

6

5*

3**

2 – Teams 1 (S03), 3

* No semis – teams came in top four in a 'first past the post' season or playoff season
** No grand finals – teams came in top two in a 'first past the post' season
***Cricket has no finals. Abbotsleigh only plays in Term 4 in a competition which runs over summer.

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT RESULTS
Overall results in major IGSSA carnivals and tournaments in 2019
IGSSA carnivals are contested by up to 27 schools

Sport

1st

2nd

Athletics

Pymble Ladies'
College

Abbotsleigh

Cross
country

Abbotsleigh

Diving

4th

5th

Ravenswood

Meriden

PLC Sydney

Pymble Ladies'
College

Wenona

Ascham

Kincoppal Rose Bay

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Meriden

MLC

Gymnastics

PLC Sydney

Pymble Ladies'
College

Pymble Ladies'
College

Abbotsleigh

MLC

Swimming

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Ravenswood

Loreto Normanhurst

Tildesley
Tennis *

Meriden

Queenwood

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Kincoppal Rose Bay

*Tildesley - Abbotsleigh 6th

3rd
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IGSSA REPRESENTATIVES
Girls who were chosen to represent IGSSA and went
on to compete at NSWCIS
ATHLETICS
Zoe Banks, Eva Bates, Chloe Chakrabarti, Xanthe
Cogan, Sophie Darney, Giulia Duddy, Georgia Fichardt,
Rosie Fordham, Julia Kelland, Pascale La Hei,
Anousheh Moonen, Elyana Moonen, Mia Navratil
BASKETBALL
Taryn Mahoney
CROSS COUNTRY
Zoe Banks, Hannah Cerezo, Jemma Chamberlain,
Xanthe Cogan, Clementine Flanery, Rosie Fordham,
Amelia Hansen, Nicola Hogg, Olivia Hogg, Annabel
Hutcheson, Pascale La Hei, Carly Lomax, Madeleine
McDonell, Elyana Moonen, Jessica Nagy, Emily Phelps,
Abbey Rockliff, Isabella Rudolph, Sierra Timms
DIVING
Angelina Cheung, Arienna Grebert, Isabel Stammers,
Natalie Wells
FOOTBALL
Rosie Andrew (Interstate Challenge)
Clementine Flanery (Barbarians side at NSWCIS
championships)
Pascale La Hei (Interstate Challenge)

Senior School Representative Honours
IGSSA CHAMPIONS
First placegetters at IGSSA carnivals
ATHLETICS
13 yrs 800 m Zoe Banks; 15 yrs 90 m hurdles Georgia
Fichardt; 16 yrs 800 m and inter 1500 m Nicola Hogg
CROSS COUNTRY
13 yrs 4 km and team Zoe Banks, 13 yrs team Xanthe
Cogan, Sierra Timms;
16 yrs 4 km and team Nicola Hogg; 16 yrs team
Hannah Cerezo, Clementine Flanery; 17 yrs 4 km
team Rosie Fordham, Pascale La Hei, Jessica Nagy; 18
yrs 6 km and team Abbey Rockliff; 18 yrs team Olivia
Hogg, Emily Phelps
GYMNASTICS
Level 7 Clubs Victoria Paleologos; Level 8 Clubs
Olivia Hills
SWIMMING
16 yrs 50 m freestyle, 16 yrs 50m butterfly Holly
Nelson; 18 yrs 50 m backstroke Emily Ong; 17 yrs
50 m breaststroke, 17 yrs 50 m butterfly Becca St
Vincent

GYMNASTICS
Merit team (WAG) Hannan Angus, Elizabeth Bragg,
Tegan Lee
Merit team (RG) Olivia Hills, Kristen Kam, Jessica
Li, Sophie Lim, Victoria Paleologos, Sophie Watson,
Isabella Wong, Erin Woods
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HOCKEY
Open Georgia Graham, Kira Owens, Emily Phelps,
Skye Sylvester
NETBALL
U16 Mia Johnson
Open Caitlin Oschadleus (Interstate Challenge champions)
SOFTBALL
Samantha Chew, Sara Chew
SWIMMING
Talia Allsop, Gemma Boden, Sophie Boden, Jemma
Chamberlain, Lara Chamberlain, Aleeci Francis,
Lindsey Kim, Laeticia Lin, Holly Nelson, Emily Ong,
Becca St Vincent, Annika Tonuri, Jacinta Walsh,
Meredith Wang
TOUCH FOOTBALL
Open Taryn Mahoney, Jessica Nagy, Emily Phelps,
Adelaide Sylvester
U16 Chloe McDonell
IGSSA OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
Students selected for two IGSSA representative teams
in 2019
ATHLETICS AND CROSS COUNTRY
Zoe Banks, Xanthe Cogan, Rosie Fordham, Pascale La
Hei, Elyana Moonen
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BASKETBALL AND TOUCH FOOTBALL

CROSS COUNTRY AND SWIMMING

Clementine Flanery, Nicola Hogg, Madeleine
McDonell, 17 yrs Rosie Fordham, Pascale La Hei, Carly
Lomax, Jessica Nagy, 18 yrs Olivia Hogg, Emily Phelps,
Abbey Rockliff, Isabella Rudolph

Jemma Chamberlain

HOCKEY

CROSS COUNTRY AND TOUCH FOOTBALL

Open Georgia Graham, Kira Owens, Emily Phelps,
Skye Sylvester

Taryn Mahoney

Jessica Nagy
RUTH HACKNEY MEMORIAL AWARDS
Students selected for three IGSSA representative
teams in 2019
CROSS COUNTRY, HOCKEY AND TOUCH
FOOTBALL
Emily Phelps
Year 12 girls who have been selected four times in an
IGSSA representative team throughout their school
years, with the final year being Year 12
Athletics – Julia Kelland
Cross country – Olivia Hogg, Jessica Nagy, Abbey Rockliff
Swimming – Emily Ong, Becca St Vincent
Touch football – Emily Phelps
NSWCIS CHAMPIONS
First placegetters at NSWCIS carnivals/championships
ATHLETICS
15 yrs 90 m hurdles, 15 yrs 100m Georgia Fichardt;
17 yrs 3000 m Rosie Fordham, 17 yrs 400 m Pascale
La Hei
CROSS COUNTRY
Individuals: 16 yrs Nicola Hogg, 17 yrs Rosie Fordham,
18 yrs Abbey Rockliff,
Teams: 13 yrs Zoe Banks, Jemma Chamberlain,
Xanthe Cogan, Sierra Timms, 16 yrs Hannah Cerezo,

NETBALL
U16 Mia Johnson
SOFTBALL
Samantha Chew, Sara Chew
SWIMMING
16 yrs 50m freestyle, 16 yrs 50 m butterfly Holly
Nelson; 17-19 yrs 50 m butterfly (record), 17-19 yrs
100 m butterfly (record), 17-19 yrs 100 m freestyle
(record) Becca St Vincent
TOUCH FOOTBALL
Open Taryn Mahoney, Jessica Nagy, Emily Phelps,
Adelaide Sylvester
U16 Chloe McDonell
NSWCIS REPRESENTATIVES
Girls who were chosen to represent CIS and went on
to compete at NSW All Schools
ATHLETICS
Merit Team Sophia Darney, Georgia Fichardt, Rosie
Fordham, Pascale La Hei, Anousheh Moonen, Mia
Navratil
BASKETBALL
Taryn Mahoney
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and 200 m hurdles Georgia Fichardt; 16 yrs 800 m
and 1500 m Nicola Hogg
CROSS COUNTRY
18 yrs Abbey Rockliff
NETBALL
U16 Mia Johnson
SWIMMING
16 yrs 50 m freestyle, 16 yrs 50 m butterfly Holly
Nelson; 17-19 yrs 50m butterfly, 17-19 yrs 100 m
butterfly (record) Becca St Vincent
NSW ALL SCHOOLS REPRESENTATIVES
Girls who were selected to represent NSW and went
on to compete at SSA events
ATHLETICS (DECEMBER 2018)
Eva Bates, Georgia Fichardt, Nicola Hogg
CROSS COUNTRY

CROSS COUNTRY
CIS Reps only: Zoe Banks, Xanthe Cogan, Abbey
Rockliff
ISF Team: Hannah Cerezo, Rosie Fordham, Amelia
Hansen, Nicola Hogg, Annabel Hutcheson, Elyana
Moonen
DIVING

ISF Team: Hannah Cerezo, Rosie Fordham, Amelia
Hansen, Nicola Hogg, Annabel Hutcheson, Elyana
Moonen
U20: Abbey Rockliff
SWIMMING
Holly Nelson
SSA CHAMPIONS

Natalie Wells, Arienna Grebert

First placegetters at a School Sport Australia
carnivals/championships

NETBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

U16 Mia Johnson

ISF Team: Hannah Cerezo, Rosie Fordham, Amelia Hansen,
Nicola Hogg, Annabel Hutcheson, Elyana Moonen

SWIMMING
Jemma Chamberlain, Lindsey Kim, Holly Nelson, Emily
Ong, Becca St Vincent, Annika Tonuri
TOUCH FOOTBALL
Open Jessica Nagy, Adelaide Sylvester
NSWCIS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
Students selected in two NSWCIS representative teams
ATHLETICS AND CROSS COUNTRY
Rosie Fordham
NSW ALL SCHOOLS CHAMPIONS
First placegetters at NSW All Schools carnivals/
championships
ATHLETICS
19 yrs long jump Charlotte Banks; 16 yrs 2000 m
steeplechase Hannah Cerezo; 15 yrs 90 m hurdles
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Staff achievements
AbbSchool
Darcy-Lee Tindale completed her BA in Creative
Writing and Literature. She also appeared in
several television commercials and had several
of her plays published in The School Magazine.
Head Swimming Coach Amanda Isaac:
• High Performance Women’s Coach Program
• Head Coach of 2019 NSW US Tour
• NSW Swimming Lead Coach
Assistant Swimming Coach Cameron Gledhill:
• 2019 Swimming NSW Scholarship ASCTA
Conference (National)
• 2019 Sharks Gold Training Camp
• 2019 NSW Swim Team in October

Junior School
• Early Learning Centre Director, Shelley
Laycock participated in the International
Reggio Emilia, Italy Study Tour, including
attending lectures and visiting centres to
gain a deeper, first hand understanding of
the philosophy adopted in our Centre.
• The Early Learning Educational Leader,
Lisa Davies and Assistant Director, Mary
Santone completed the AIS Directors’
Leadership Course, to build networks and
leadership capacity.
• Early Learning Nursery Teachers, Beryl
Cappello and Linda Mathews presented
a paper titled, ‘Infants and Toddlers as
Thinkers and Theory Makers’ at both the
Early Childhood Association Conference
in Hobart and at the Infants Toddler
Conference at Macquarie University.
• Head of Junior School, Sally Ruston was
awarded the Australian Primary Principal
of the Year (non-government) Award
for 2019 and presented at the National
Coalition of Girls’ School Conference in
LA, USA with a paper titled, ‘Building a
Growth Mindset for Girls in STEAM’
• Kindergarten Teacher, Jacqui Blowes
co-authored an article for the Teaching
Science Journal entitled, ‘Try this: Design
a bookmark’
• Year 3 Teacher, Emily McMahon was a
Finalist in the Teachers’ Guild of NSW
Early Years of Teaching (Primary) Award
for 2019

• Year 3 Coordinator, Brittany Black was a
delegate at the Leading Edge Woman in
Education Conference
• The following teachers achieved Proficient
Teacher status: Amelia Love, Emily
McMahon, Patrice Marchbank, Georgia Scott

Senior School
CHRISTIAN STUDIES
Congratulations to Mrs Ann Lim who
was conferred a Graduate Certificate of
Learning Difficulties Support Teaching from
Macquarie University in February this year.
ENGLISH
We are proud to share the success of Ms
Sarah Luke who was short-listed for 2019
Premier’s History Award for her publication,
Callan Park: Hospital for the Insane. Sarah is
currently working on her next book.
We have had a few staff changes and are
pleased to welcome Mrs Tash Junor as a
permanent English teacher. A tremendous
thank you is due to Mrs Helen Dakin who,
having retired at the end of 2018, returned to
take a Year 12 Advanced class through their
HSC. She will be retiring fully now and we will
miss her extensive knowledge and experience.
We also wish the best to Mrs Liz Pritchard who
has accepted a position as Head of Learning
Support at Glenaeon, Rudolph Steiner School.
Mrs Shauna Sweeney is standing down as
Assistant Head of Department and her great
wisdom will be missed in that role, although
she will continue to teach part time.
SOCIAL SCIENCES
In 2019, the department welcomed two new
members of staff, Miss Jacqueline Cane and
Mr Jason Garrett as maternity replacements
for Mrs Elizabeth Clyne and Miss Sophie
Lang-Peach. Miss Laing-Peach was appointed
as the permanent Year 8 Coordinator. Mr
Matthew Goodyer was appointed as Acting
Year 8 Coordinator for Terms 1-3.
VISUAL ARTS
• Miss Dominello was one of three artists
participating in The Hawkesbury exhibition
in the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery.
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• Ms Armstrong attended the Deus Ex Photos
Conference and the HSC Practical Marking Day
• Mrs Neville attended the AIS Visual Arts Conference
Art and About the State Library and the HSC
Practical Marking Day.
• Ms Lisa Jones received two significant grants:
- The Copyright Agency CREATE Grant (for the project
WAITING in collaboration with artist Julia Davis)
- Onslow Storrier Residency, Paris (The National
Art School), for 2020
Lisa was also a finalist in the Hazelhurst Art on Paper
Award 2019 and participated in three group exhibitions:
• Heroine, at M Contemporary, Woollahra
• Electricity in the GCS Gallery
• Coordinated SQUARE group exhibition at May Space

Farewells
Sue Carr has been an
outstanding member of the
Mathematics Department for
over 30 years. Her commitment
to ensuring the growth of
her students and fellow staff
members has been exceptional
and her contribution to cocurricular activities has been
inspirational. Sue has always gone above and beyond
to help staff and students reach their full potential.
Sue is a highly talented mathematician, and she is an
absolutely superb teacher. We wish Sue the very best in
her retirement – she will be sorely missed.
Janet Lloyd has been the
inspirational leader of the
Languages Department for the
last 9 years. She has cared
for, and grown her students’
love of languages and has
also created a staff team who
are committed to excellence.
Janet has been involved in
co-curricular activities and has encouraged students
to immerse and extend themselves in their languages
overseas. Janet will be missed by her team and
students alike. We wish her the best in her retirement.
Lyndel Sinclair commenced
in 2008 as a casual
Receptionist to help out for
a short while; however, she
stayed for 10 years! Lyndel
will be remembered for her
warmth and helpfulness, who
has happily welcomed and
connected staff, students and
parents at the School. We wish Lyndel all the best in
her retirement.

Michael Farrell, Head of
Accreditation and Senior
School Co-curricular
Activities, started at
Abbotsleigh in 2003. During
this time, he has been
an exceptional teacher;
he is warm, caring and
understanding, and has
an outstanding commitment to the education of
his students and team within the TAS Department.
He was also committed to educational excellence
at Abbotsleigh. We congratulate Michael on his
promotion to Deputy Principal of The MacDonald
College of Performing Arts.
JUNIOR SCHOOL
Starting at Abbotsleigh as
a classroom teacher having
returned from the United
Kingdom, Kate Coventry has
taught and lead in the Junior
School for the past 8 years.
While we are not farewelling
Kate from Abbotsleigh, we
take this opportunity to thank
her for modelling exemplary and innovative teaching
practice as classroom teacher. To our girl’s great
benefit, Kate has brought her first career expertise and
passion in finance working at Ernst & Young to create
engaging mathematical inquiries where the world of
number has become real and relevant.
Stepping into the demanding role of Deputy Head of
Junior School was a natural progression after Kate
had successfully lead year group teams with such
capacity. She thinks strategically, logically and in a
most organised manner to build structures, policies
and procedures. We have come to rely extensively
on Kate’s ability to manipulate timetables to enable
impressive student learning outcomes to be achieved.
Whether running international tours to China or
ensuring Speech Day events proceed without a
glitch, Kate has a phenomenal ability to bring a most
successful fruition culture and learning opportunities
for all involved.
It is perhaps not then surprising that Kate will take
on a new Pre K-12 role across the entire school where
she will be leading and managing risk and compliance.
This next move will capitalise on her skill sets and
ensure her dedication to Abbotsleigh continues
unabated. We indeed share our gratitude for all she
has contributed and achieved in the Junior School
since commencing in 2012.
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