EXPLORE
PROGRAM
Enriching workshops of discovery
for gifted and talented students

SUMMER 2018/2019

1

Explore program
About our Explore program
AbbSchool is pleased to offer a range of
workshops for students who enjoy academic
challenge and extension.
These workshops are open to girls and boys
from the local community. Students are
encouraged to share their knowledge, be
challenged by new ideas and make friends
as they learn collaboratively with peers who
share interests and abilities. The courses
offer intellectual challenge, constructive
feedback, and opportunities for students
to extend their areas of interest across
new domains
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All classes are held at Abbotsleigh, where
students can use a range of specialist
resources such as the science, music and art
rooms, individual laptops, outdoor recreation
areas and other stimulating learning spaces.
Each workshop has a set of entry criteria
to assist parents and instructors to gauge
whether the workshop is right for each child.
This is especially useful when considering the
needs of younger learners.
Expert instructors are key to the AbbSchool
Explore program. Our team of passionate
educators understand how gifted children
learn and will help inspire a love of learning in
all students.
These workshops are aimed at students from
Kindergarten to Year 6, but will be taught at
a faster pace and with greater demands on
core skills in literacy and numeracy, matching
approximately two years above the level of
school work.
Children attending the explore program may
be booked into the holiday program’s before
and/ or after care at a rate of $20 per day
for all 9 am-3 pm Explore Programs. For half

day programs, you must add a day of Junior
Activities ($60) to your enrolment.
The Holiday Program’s opening hours are from
7.30 am-6 pm.

The workshops are for students who:
■ are excited about learning about new
things with a new group of people
■ are passionate about areas of interest of
their own choosing and who are intrinsically
motivated to pursue their interests
■ are creative and original in their thinking
■ are deep and considered thinkers who are
learning how to reflect on the ways they
learn, their strengths and on ways they can
improve their learning
■ enjoy

extended time to develop
ideas or pieces of work, which reflect
deep understanding

Students should also be able to:
■ concentrate for an extended time in
one sitting to produce a piece of work
(as a guide for younger children K- 2: 20-30 minutes, Years 3-4: 30-40
minutes, Year 4: 40-50 minutes)
■ for younger learners, work with some
independence in an unfamiliar environment
■ b
 e confident to mix with a new group of
children and adults

Explore Program Coordinator
Ms Jodie Clough
holidayprogram@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
For enrolment enquiries, please contact the
Holiday Program Coordinator on 9473 7615
or holidayprogram@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au.
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Workshop profile

YOUNG ENGINEERS – BRICKS CHALLENGE

STEAMING SHAPES

Week 3 Thursday 20 December | 9 am-12
noon | $60 |Boys and girls Year K-2 | Junior
School campus

Week 2 Tuesday 11 December | 9-12 noon
$60 | Boys and girls Year 1-2 | Junior
School campus
In this workshop explore the nature of
geometric shapes through a range of art
making activities and games. Concepts such
as pattern, symmetry and fractions will be
passively reinforced through engagement in
creative play.
What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and a named water bottle.
If your child needs care for after 12 noon,
please note that you will be charged for the
STEAMing Shapes program plus a day at
Junior Activities.

Bricks Challenge is our foundation STEM
enrichment program for Years K-2 students.
Our lessons combine entertainment with
education for some of the most educational
holiday fun around. Each lesson will introduce
a STEM principle through experiments and
stories. Students will then implement the
principle by building and playing with original
and motorised LEGO® models.
What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and a named water bottle.
If children need care for after 12 noon
please note you will be charged for the
Young Engineers program plus a day at
Junior Activities.

YOUNG ENGINEERS – ROBO BRICKS

LEGO ROBOTICS

Week 3 Friday 21 December | 9 am-12 noon
$60 | Boys and girls Year 3-6 | Junior School
campus

Week 7 Thursday 24 January | 9 am-3 pm
$80 | Boys and girls K-2 | Junior School
campus

Robo Bricks for Years 3-6 is our STEM and
Robotics program. This program offers an
introduction into Software Engineering using
LEGO® graphic programming. During each
lesson students will build a robot and program
it, and will make their motorised LEGO®
models come alive for hours of interactive
fun. Bring a friend and work together to create
amazing Robotics projects.

This workshop starts out with the basics
of Lego Robotics, ensuring that everyone
can make their robot move. We then build
mechanical and coding skills until the students
compete in a sumo style, friendly robot
competition. The students will learn basic
electronics, coding, sensor use, mechanical
design and creativity.

What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and a named water bottle.
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What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and lunch and a named water
bottle.

If children need care for after 12 noon
please note you will be charged for the
Young Engineers program plus a day at
Junior Activities.

If your child needs care before or after the
course please add extended hours to your
application.

THE ‘WRITE’ TIME – CREATIVE
WRITING WORKSHOP

Week 7 Friday 25 January | 9 am-3 pm | $80
Boys and girls 3-6 | Junior School campus

Week 6 Monday 14 January | 9 am-3 pm
$85 |Boys and girls Year 3-5 | Junior School
campus
A fast-moving, fun-filled day of mini writing
lessons! Individual and group activities
include: autobiographical poetry; random
writing; circle writing; inference writing; story
starters; writing prompts; poems and stories
lucky dip; poems to stories writing; alliteration
and metaphor poetry writing; postcard writing
and illustrating; ideas box writing; optional
writing presentations, plus co-operative
group games.
What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and lunch and a named water
bottle, pencil case with pen, pencil and lined
writing paper
If your child needs care before or after the
course please add extended hours to your
application.

LEGO ROBOTICS – ROBOCAMP

You will learn to build, wire and program an
EV3 robot to do a variety of fun and exciting
challenges. The day starts with learning
the basics of building and programming.
Then students compete in building and
programming challenges, learning how to
use different sensors, and having a lot of fun.
What to bring: A hat for play (no hat, no play),
morning tea and lunch and a named water
bottle.
If your child needs care before or after the
course please add extended hours to your
application.
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