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headmistress report

2018 has been a year of great
learning, inspired teaching
and impressive accomplishment
for each girl.

2018, a year
of change.
OUR SCHOOL. OUR GIRLS.
TODAY AND TOMORROW.
‘Great learning is joyful, intrinsically motivating
and often sees the impossible realised. As
educators we are deeply committed to seeing
each girl become an empowered learner and
an enabling friend with the belief that she is
capable of making a positive difference in
our world through service and the pursuit of
personal excellence.’
2018 has been a year of great learning, inspired
teaching and impressive accomplishment
for each girl as she has strived to achieve
her personal best in all areas of endeavour.
It has been a year where the girls have truly
embraced the opportunities to do more so that
they have the ability to be more.
The Prefect Theme for the year, ‘Dare to
Grow’, has seen the girls across the School
rising to the challenge of ‘daring to grow’ in
all pursuits with enthusiasm, vibrance and
verve. They have taken risks, dared to try
new things ‘outside of their comfort zones’,
dared to make mistakes and use these as
learning opportunities and dared to stand
up respectfully for others, and for what they
believe in. They have shown initiative, been
innovative and participated in myriad activities.
Indeed, one characteristic of Abbotsleigh girls
is that they seem to be involved in ‘everything’.

2018 has seen the opening of STEM Street
in the Junior School; the Pre-K to 12 GLOW;
Literary and Arts Festivals; Junior and Senior
School plays and productions such as James
and the Giant Peach and The Little Mermaid;
sublime music concerts; brilliant debates;
overseas trips to China, Hong Kong, NASA,
and Oxford; exchange opportunities in Asia
and Europe; the expansion of our already vast
sporting opportunities; and Abbotsleigh’s very
own, student driven and led, TedX Conference.
The year has demonstrated just how much our
girls love to learn. Across the School we have
seen girls enjoy grappling with problems and
difficult concepts; revel in thinking deeply,
critically and creatively, and thrive when
connecting, collaborating and communicating.
We have seen girls hypothesise, ‘think outside
the box’, attempt to solve real life problems,
become involved in STE(A)M days, chess,
coding, robotics and achieve outstanding
results in English, Languages, Maths
and Science competitions. We especially
congratulate Rebecca Whittle (Year 11) on
winning the Gold Medal in the International
Science Olympiad.
Our girls have also attained exceptional
NAPLAN and Higher School Certificate
results with Abbotsleigh being named the Top
Independent Girls’ School in NSW and placing
11th overall for this year’s HSC. We
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congratulate every girl in Year 12 as each
girl has worked so hard to achieve her
personal best. Special congratulations go
to Hannah Lo and Jacinta Lin who share the
Abbotsleigh HSC dux position with each girl
attaining the highest possible ATAR of 99.95.
Jacinta Lin was also awarded first place
in Latin Extension and Sarah Chang was
awarded first place in Music 2 and Extension
Music. Both Sarah and Jacinta deserve our
warm congratulations. Our girls are indeed,
dedicated and empowered learners.
Other outstanding achievements attained
by our girls this year include Samantha
Ramsden representing Australia in swimming
in the Commonwealth Games and, our Cross
Country team competing at the World Cross
Country Championships in Paris placing
second, with Abbey Rockcliffe (Year 11)
coming first in the world in her age group.
In addition to their involvement in vast
curricular and co-curricular activities, our girls
are determined to make a positive difference
in our world. In fact, making a positive
difference in the world is something about
which our Old Girls, parents and staff are also
passionate. The centrality of service learning
can be seen clearly through our connection
with many organisations, one of which is St
Lucy’s, and 2018 has seen the celebration
of 10 years of our Junior School’s mutually
beneficial service learning partnership with
St Lucy’s. This partnership sees our Year 3
girls every year engaging in music, art, drama,
PE and play sessions with St Lucy’s students
both at St Lucy’s and in our Junior School.
Service Learning is of equal importance in the
Senior School. Among many programs, this
year saw DJ Begbie from Crossroads Hong
Kong create simulation experiences for our
staff and girls to help in the development of
our understanding and empathy. This laid the
foundation for our prefects’ service project:
‘Educate to Empower’ which supported
Goods for Girls in Kenya. The girls not only
raised money for Kenyan girls, but they
also built an installation that allowed every
Abbotsleigh girl from Year 6 to Year 12 to
experience a little of what it is like to grow up
as a girl in Kenya.

The development of our girls’ empathy,
compassion, patience and understanding
learned through these and other service
learning experiences are lessons that will not
only last a lifetime, but lessons that will hold
our girls in very good stead for life.
The development of these essential skills is
also fundamental to our girls’ wellbeing. As
wellbeing is crucial to gaining as much from
school and life as possible, we have spent
much time developing excellent programs
that target the needs of our girls. This
year, our ‘You Can Do It’ program has been
reinvigorated throughout the Junior School
and implemented in the Senior School.
Additionally, we have doubled the number
of tutor groups in Year 7, thus decreasing
the number of girls in each group so that our
programs can be of maximum benefit. This
new structure will roll out over time so that
by the time our 2018 Year 7 girls are in Year
12, there will be smaller tutor groups in each
year group.
It is so important in our ever-changing
21st century world that our girls develop
into confident, articulate young women
of integrity who are free and proud to be
who they are as human beings. After all,
ultimately, ‘who’ you are, is much more
important than ‘what’ you are. It is also
critical that our girls become flexible and
agile learners who can deal with change and
ambiguity. As we head towards the future,
the girls will be challenged with new syllabi
and learning experiences that aim to do
exactly that.
It is the goal of the Abbotsleigh Council,
teachers and I, to enhance the girls’ future
by providing the best possible 21st century
educational opportunities in the best
possible learning environment – inside
and outside of our classrooms. It is for this
reason that the Council is developing a
new school-wide master plan that is being
informed by the Strategic Plan: Our School.
Our Girls. Today and Tomorrow, which was
launched last year. The master plan project
is very exciting indeed.
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We have many people to thank for all
that they have done to help make 2018 at
Abbotsleigh so great.
Our sincere thanks go to:
• Mr Paul Fontanot, Chair, and the whole
Abbotsleigh Council
• Parents and grandparents – through the
Abbotsleigh Parents' Association, led
by Ms Kathy Campbell, the Abbotsleigh
Parent Representatives, led by Dr
Ambereen Qureshi, and the Abbotsleigh
Boarder Parents' Association, led by
Mrs Rachel Laurie
• Our Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union led by
Mrs Belinda Burton
• The Abbotsleigh Foundation, chaired by
Mr Rob Adams
• Our very generous donors – who contribute
to scholarships, prizes, our library, and
buildings – just to name a few.
We are so grateful for all that every member
of our community does to ensure that our
girls have the best possible educational
opportunities and the best environment in
which to learn.
We are equally grateful to our wonderful
staff, led by the Senior Leadership Team.
We thank especially, Mrs Victoria Rennie,

Deputy Head and Head of Senior School
and Boarding and Ms Sally Ruston, Head
of Junior School for their wisdom, support
and hard work.
We would particularly like to acknowledge
Mrs Helen Dakin, retiring after 41 years of
exceptional service and Mrs Gill GIen retiring
after 16 years of equally exceptional service.
We also congratulate Ms Linda Emms, Ms
Michelle Scott, Mr James Mulhall and Miss
Sheri Upasiri on their wonderful promotions.
We thank them and all other members of staff
who are leaving for their great contribution
to Abbotsleigh. We will certainly miss them,
and we wish them well.
The girls and I are indebted to every member
of our staff. Each and every staff member
is so talented and so dedicated to our girls,
challenging them to be courageous, to take
risks and to soar higher and higher to reach
their personal best.
It is such a great privilege to lead this exciting,
innovative and vibrant learning community, so
that our amazing girls may be empowered to
continue to do amazing things.
I look forward to joining you in the continuation
of Abbotsleigh’s exciting journey in 2019.

6

Christian Purpose

Enrichment, exploration and challenge
are words of growth. The heart of an
Abbotsleigh education is encouraging young
women to grow in mind, body and spirit.
Our Christian purpose is integral to this and
runs as a thread throughout the School.

As students are invited to explore and
experience the beauty and wonder of the
Christian faith they find opportunity to ask
big questions about God, the world and
humanity. What does this look like? Imagine
for a moment the Senior School gathered in
the Assembly Hall. In awed silence, staff and
students are taken on an exploration tour by
senior astrophysicist, Dr Jennifer Wiseman,
through the constellation of Orion using
images created by the Hubble telescope.
Our guided tour of the heavens entranced us
with the beauty, wonder and unimaginable
vastness of the universe. Dr Wiseman then
invited us to look in a different way. What if
all that we see, and even those parts of the
universe beyond our telescopes, were made

by the hands of God? And what if this God
came to be one of us in Jesus Christ, that we
might know the depth of his love?
This is just one example of the many ways we
have dared to grow in grace and knowledge
of God at Abbotsleigh this year. Imagine now,
ELC through to Year 6 students sitting on the
floor, their faces alight with laughter. They
are growing in the grace and knowledge of
Christ through the shenanigans of a fluffy
puppet who is cheeky in chapel. Or a group
of students enjoying the beauty of a meal
together and building a deeper sense of
themselves and stronger relationships with
each other. Or perhaps the Abbotsleigh
Christian Fellowship parent group, gathered
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in prayer for students, staff and families,
or a Senior School class sharing openly
about their differing beliefs, but seeking
to understand each other. Or the boarders’
discovery of a sister school in Bunda Tanzania
and the moment when they rush to write to
students whose lives are markedly different to
theirs at Abbotsleigh but who share the same

creator God and understand each other’s
experience of living away from home.
The beauty of the Christian faith is found in
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. At
Abbotsleigh we are inspired by this message
of hope to grow in grace and be a community
that values each other.

Inspired by Hope
The message of Jesus Christ engages
minds, inspires hearts and equips
hands to enrich our community.
At Abbotsleigh we respect, explore and
experience the beauty and wonder of the
Christian faith. We challenge girls to explore and
respond to the Christian message with
curiosity, open minds and intellectual rigour.
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Early Learning

When educators see themselves as
continuous learners, the outcomes for
our children are optimistic and bright.

Professional Development
To enhance such learning this year, we have
again held the Abbotsleigh Early Learning
Conference. The planning committee
lead by Donna Moffatt, Lisa Davis and
Shelley Laycock was even more audacious
with an invitation being accepted by the
internationally renowned Alise Shafer Ivey
who is the educational consultant, founder
and executive director of the Pedagogical
Institute of Los Angles and TEDx speaker.
Alise questioned the intersection of
curriculum, teaching and learning and
suggested that finding the balance is difficult
and often elusive, sometimes dangerous
and ever subjective. She questioned how
schools can foster thinking that recognises
and embraces the great complexities of
life. She advocates that we need to create
citizens who can look at things from different
perspectives thereby creating a culture
of doubting and believing and asked the
delegates, ‘Could perspective be the most
essential tool of education?
Additionally, a full two-day program was
devised to include sessions by leading
national early childhood academics. The
conference was especially focused on
provoking thinking on the major forces
shaping pedagogy in the 21st century. What
was evident from all the speakers was that
children need time to foster complexity in
thinking to develop desirable habits of mind.

This was a very successful conference
that was also live streamed to our broader
Abbotsleigh community and opened by
the Headmistress, Mrs Megan Krimmer.
A Welcome to Country was conducted
by Dharug elder, Mr Chris Tobin, who
set the tone for the delegates to be open
and reflective about the changing face of
education. More than 80 delegates attended
from as far afield as Canberra in the ACT, the
Illawarra region in the south and The Hunter
Valley in the north.
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Narragunnawali Group
This year the Early Learning Centre has
endeavoured to deepen our connections with
our Indigenous visitors. We wanted them to
be perceived more than ‘just performers’. We
believe it is important that our visitors are
seen working alongside the ELC educators
in the classrooms, sharing their expertise
with the children in an authentic manner.
By putting the Indigenous culture into the
children’s learning context, much more
meaningful learning took place.
This was evident when we had Chris Tobin
visit the centre to celebrate the start
of NAIDOC week. Chris, a local Dharug
elder, came to the centre and conducted
a Smoking Ceremony. Chris has been to
the ELC several times and the children
are beginning to know him and delight
in his presence. One of our 4-5-year-old
children watched the ceremony but became
particularly interested when Chris made
paint from ochre and began painting with
the children. The child transferred this
knowledge the next day when seeking to
paint as Chris had done. Again, the child was
shown a block of ochre and together with
the assistance of an educator, made paint.
The paint was taken over to a wall where
Chris had done his paintings the previous
day. The child used a branch that had been
left behind after the smoking ceremony as a
brush and began to paint alongside Chris’s
illustrations. Peers were curious. The child

invited his friends to join in the creation of
a collaborative artwork. How fortunate for
these children to be engaged in authentic
learning which affords them the opportunity
to make connections to prior experiences.
Other visitors were Caressa from Koori
Kinnections, who introduced the children to
the concept of bush tucker and Indigenous
artefacts and Jo Clancy, who sang and
danced with our Nursery children.

Godly Play
As part of our Christian Enrichment program,
two of our educators have introduced the
Godly Play program to the ELC. This thoughtprovoking approach encourages by engaging
children in Bible stories. The program is
based on the educators’ belief that children
have an innate sense of the presence of God.
The approach helps the children to explore
their faith through story, to gain religious
language and to enhance their spiritual
experience though wonder and play.
Using tangible materials to represent biblical
stories and teachings, Godly Play aims to
encourage young children to deeply engage
in wondering and connecting to the stories
and enrich their values aligned within the
Christian faith. The program draws children
to appreciate that ‘knowing can be done
through the head, heart and hands.’
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Junior
School
To feed the eager appetites of the young
minds of our girls, our teaching programs
have become more creative, critical and
innovative. This year has excited and
rewarded both our students and teachers.

Great learning happens when the tension
between the acquisition of core knowledge
and skills is balanced with a child’s ability to
transfer such understanding to create new
and innovative outcomes. The hack work of
learning grammatical features, basic number
facts and spelling rules is certainly not
memorable or exciting in the life of a learner.
Yet such foundational underpinnings are
essential if we are to create the framework
against which all creative, critical and
innovative thinking is to thrive.

We share here this melding of minds where
equal emphasis is placed on equipping the
child with the acumen to empower them
to engage in learning that is deep, rich,
sustained and challenging. Each of these
year group explanations demonstrates
innovative programs that have been delivered
for the first time this year. As educators, we
are constantly seeking to see our girls as
powerful, resilient and intrinsically motivated
learners of the highest calibre.

junior school
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TRANSITION

Recycling to Sustain Our Environment is
the Work of our Transition Girls
The Transition girls have looked at how they
can make small changes in their world. They
were quick to identify that the environment
needed our help and the best place to start
was their school and home. The girls looked
at sorting and categorising items into various

recyclable materials and learnt to identify
the recycling symbol. Of particular interest
was the Straw No More campaign, and it is
with delight that the girls are now choosing
to refuse a straw when offered.
Transition learnt from a guest speaker about
plastics damaging the environment and how
to reduce plastic consumption.
It is wonderful to see the girls developing a
sense of empathy towards the environment
and actively promoting their new-found
knowledge as they engage with older
students in the Junior School.
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junior school

‘We need to save the world!’ – Maya
‘Don’t buy plastic straws.’ – Remina
‘You can buy reusable straws instead.’ – Josephine
‘Straws stay in the environment for 200 years.’ – Stephanie
‘Plastic straws end up in the ocean or in landfill.’ – Eva
‘The fish eat the microplastic, and then we eat the fish.
We are eating plastic.’ – Diya
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Blue Bin

Red Bin

Yellow Bin

Green Bin

junior school

15

KINDERGARTEN

Explores the Identity of Special Places
The Kindergarten curriculum acknowledges
the strong sense of self identity that the
girls are developing as they begin formal
schooling. The geography unit ‘Special
Places’ allowed the girls to look closely at
significant places in their home, and why
they consider certain rooms and spaces
special. Many discussions were had about
favourite places, what was in them and
who uses them. The girls were delighted
to acknowledge similarities between their
special places but also welcomed discussion
about how these spaces differed.
As a culmination of this Semester 2 unit,
the girls each chose a special place in their

home. They worked over many weeks
to plan their space and brought their
two-dimensional drawings to life through
three-dimensional dioramas. After writing
scripts detailing how and why their special
places were important, the girls used the
iPads to film themselves presenting their
special places.
Ensuring that the girls have opportunities
to engage widely in a variety of key learning
areas from the beginning of their schooling
allows them to see close links between
subjects and how interwoven their learning
can be.

YEAR 1

Fairytales Come to Life for Year 1
Year 1 girls had been exploring fairytales
across their reading and writing lessons. As
part of this learning, a Three Bears cottage
was set up in the classroom. One morning
the girls came in distressed to find porridge
bowls upturned and baby bear’s chair
broken. The girls were shown some CCTV
footage of a mysterious intruder with blonde
hair coming into the classroom. There was
also a video of an interview with one of
the maintenance staff, who gave a witness
statement. He said that he had seen a lady
with blonde hair, a shawl and a hat running
away from the Year 1 classrooms after
school. The mystery had begun!

Girls then created WANTED posters, dusted
the area for fingerprints and even went on
a walk around the School where they found
several pieces of evidence, such as strands
of golden hair and traces of porridge. Once
the results were back from the lab, the
identity of Goldilocks was revealed…as
Ms Ruston!
Such simulation activities give the girls great
opportunity to see how disciplines such as
story writing, scientific investigation and
critical analysis are completely intertwined
and essential to great learning outcomes.
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YEAR 2

Daring to Grow with a
Positive Mindset

As the girls move through their schooling, developing
a sense of self-awareness becomes increasingly
important. We look to develop skills of resilience,
persistence and courage in the girls as it is these
learning dispositions that hold them in great stead for
future learning.
In Year 2, the girls engage in daily mindfulness
activities to promote a sense of wellbeing within the
classroom. Providing the students with these simple
exercises not only sets them up for a day of focused
learning, but also gives them a toolkit they can use
throughout their lives. The girls learn how to cope with
frustrations and challenges; coming to understand
that they have the power to control their emotional
reactions. Further to this, the girls are taught that we
value having a go, trying new things and that it is ok
to not be successful on a first attempt. This growth
mindset allows the girls to understand that they are
not defined by a single action or accomplishment.
Further, each step is seen as a just one more action
in a continuous road of refinement and improvement.
Framing class discussions around explicit positive
self-talk allows the girls to draw on these ideas at
other times, empowering them as leaners. Together,
Year 2 are ‘Daring to Grow’.

YEAR 3

Enhancing Wellbeing
in Year 3
Year 3’s inaugural Wellbeing Day began with a flurry
of excitement as students embraced the opportunity
to work with peers from across the grade. They
explored various elements of health and wellbeing
as they ‘dared to grow’ their knowledge and skills
in this area. In a bid to address a range of topics,
girls were involved in four rotations. These sessions
targeted specific areas of stretching and mindfulness,
developing good sleep routines, finding one’s
character strengths, overcoming challenges and
seeking guidance from a trusted adult.
Girls delighted in the myriad activities presented
to them by their teachers. They were challenged to
collaborate and build a detailed flow chart which
outlined purposeful and decisive steps to take when
handling a problem. Similarly, students engaged in
collective, honest and affirming conversations on
the topic of personal strengths. Encouraged to see
beyond the obvious, girls identified qualities such as
generosity of spirit, innovation and open-mindedness
within themselves and others.
After investigating the crucial role that sleep plays
in each of our lives, the girls applied their new
understanding to analyse and improve their own

sleep routine; the results of which were recorded on a
striking, take-home door hanger designed especially
for them. To cap off a memorable and noteworthy day
of learning, the girls were treated to a stretch and flex
session. The session encouraged students to adopt
mindfulness techniques such as ‘mountain breathing’.
While each rotation focused on a different element of
health and wellbeing, the day’s activities combined
seamlessly to empower every girl to be her best self.
This was most evident in the students’ encouraging
reflections on the day. Girls’ comments revealed better
self-awareness, resilience, positive self-image and
improved growth mindset.
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YEAR 4

Living the Life of a
Convict and Entering a
Shark Tank

When undertaking a study of ‘First Contacts’, Year
4 students attended the inaugural Convict Camp.
Dressed as little convicts, students explored The
Rocks, sailed Sydney Harbour onboard the tall ship
Soren Larsen, discovered convict ruins on Cockatoo
Island, role played convict life at Elizabeth Farm
and investigated notable settlers buried in St John’s
Cemetery in Paramatta. Through participation in these
unique learning experiences, the Year 4 students were
able to appreciate the beliefs, values, knowledge,
experiences and behaviour of people from the past.
Convict Camp exceeded all expectations.
Innovation in education has been at the forefront of
all Year 4 programs. For example, students actively
participated in the ‘Shark Tank’ program. To begin,
they evaluated existing products in terms of their
design and functionality. Students then designed,
created and pitched their own products to a panel of
judges. This innovative program focused on recycling
and reuse of everyday items, highlighting an important
environmental issue.
Thoughtful planning resulted in the creation and
delivery of integrated units of work. This approach
enabled students to see clear links between different
key learning areas and use numerous cross-curricular
skills in various disciplines such as reading, writing
and mathematics. Learning in such contexts is
relevant, real, challenging and fun.

YEAR 5

Immersed in the 1800s
How have significant people and events affected
Australia? This is the question that underpinned Year
5’s History unit of work this year. Students were taken
back to the 1800s where the Year 5 teachers dressed
up and acted out stories of significant people. The
girls were entertained by Elizabeth and John McArthur,
Caroline Chisholm and Charles Sturt. This immersion
activity intrigued the girls and was the launchpad for
researching a significant person from the 1800s.
This unit of work underpinned further research where
students expanded their knowledge of significant
events that helped shape Australia. Historical skills
were applied during week by week rotations of four
major events in colonial Australia. 5G’s classroom was a
tumultuous area where animosity grew between Chinese
and European migrants. 5O was hit with the gold fever.
5L was the site of the eventful Eureka Stockade and 5D
was transformed into the Blue Mountains.

The ever eventful and much anticipated Bathurst and
Hill End camp was an experience that added to the
students’ understanding of life in the 1800s. The girls
panned for gold, learnt about the judicial system in
the colonies and made further connections of the
significance of migration to Australia during that time.

junior school
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YEAR 6

A New-Look Year 6 Fundraiser
Empowering Others
In Year 6, we are always looking for ways to
make learning significant and authentic. This
year, the reimagining of our Year 6 Fundraiser
has enabled us to do just that.
In the past, money raised from the Term 2 Year
6 Fundraiser has gone towards a gift or gifts for
the School. This year, some of the money raised
will be earmarked for Kiva, an international nonprofit organisation that connects borrowers
to lenders to alleviate poverty.
To ensure that the girls are empowered
in this process, we started Term 3’s
Mathematics program with a two-week unit
on financial literacy. This initiative equipped
the girls with the skills and knowledge
needed to make a well-considered decision
about the expenditure of the Year 6
Fundraiser money. Since our History unit

for this term was ‘Journeys’, our girls selected
a micro-finance project from the Refugees
and Internally Displaced Persons category.
Next year, the 2019 Year 6 girls will
investigate if the loan from the previous year
was able to be paid back and then decide
how they should re-invest the money. This
will be in addition to the money they will
have also raised. It is hoped that every Year
6 class will be contributing to what went
before them, thereby making this service
learning project perpetual in nature.
By transforming the Year 6 Fundraiser, our
girls have tangibly increased their financial
literacy and empowered those most
vulnerable in our global community. They
have truly become global citizens making
an impact in our world.
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Christian Enrichment

At Abbotsleigh we provide the opportunity for
our students to take the challenge to ‘grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ’ (2 Peter 3:18). Developing this knowledge
lays a foundation which can help students to make
informed choices about faith. Appreciating the grace
of God toward us provides an example for us to follow
and share with others. An important part of growth
involves questioning concepts and being open to
hearing the viewpoints of others. Our classes and
lunchtime groups provide formal and informal ways
to discuss matters of faith.
Each week, Junior School chapels bring the big
ideas of the Bible to life in a variety of ways. Whether
exploring a biblical narrative or considering some
big concepts, props and costumes are a regular
feature. Students help lead chapel through Bible
readings, prayers and dramatic presentations of the

stories. Chapel themes have explored how Jesus lived
and interacted with others, giving insights into the
reasons people trusted Jesus and why the Christian
faith continues today. We also reflected on biblical
examples of our School Values of Integrity, Respect,
Courage, Compassion and Perseverance.
Infants Christian Studies classes include many
tactile learning experiences to build knowledge
of Bible characters and stories, through which we
can understand more of God’s character and the
life of Jesus. Primary students are encouraged to
appreciate the thoughts, feelings and experiences
of the characters in the biblical narratives through
written or visual reflections. Students also develop an
understanding of the places and times in which the
biblical narratives took place so that they can make
comparisons between life then and now, making the
biblical text more accessible.
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Senior
School
A Year When we
Dared to Grow
Every year brings change, and 2018 was
another exciting year that encompassed so
many activities as we worked together as
a rich and vibrant learning community. Our
new Strategic Plan set a clear road map for
us and, of course, our desire to empower our
amazing girls to do amazing things lay at the
heart of all we did. In the area of curriculum,
we continued to thoroughly prepare for the
introduction of the new HSC curriculum and
programming, and across the Senior School
campus there were physical changes in
buildings and offices.
Schools are extraordinarily busy places, and
the commitment of so many staff, students
and parents to working hard, working well
and getting things done is what makes us
such a thriving school. I am never more
conscious of that than when I sit in our
regular Monday assembly, and listen to
what is happening each week. This year’s
Prefect theme of ‘Dare to Grow’ shaped
many of these assemblies, with girls sharing
experiences and moments in their lives
where they have learned from challenge and

demonstrated the importance of a growth
mindset. Fostering growth mindsets in our
girls means that we encourage them to strive
for their personal best in the face of very
challenging problems and learning tasks.
This year we have all worked to encourage
each other to see the notion of fail as a first
attempt in learning, rather than something
about which to be ashamed.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 says, ‘Two are better
than one, because they have a good return
for their labour: If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up. But pity anyone
who falls and has no one to help them up.’
What a fabulous year; one that has seen
so many members of our community dare
to accomplish great things, supporting and
encouraging each other in all we do. The
commitment, the drive, the enthusiasm and
the unrelenting energy of our girls for what
they do makes us so very proud of them, and
I am so grateful for the staff who inspire
them, encourage them and guide them to be
thoughtful, high achieving, courageous and
compassionate young women.
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Middle School
Our Middle School girls have certainly
embraced the Prefect theme of ‘Dare to
Grow’. Our Year 7 girls were allocated to
smaller tutor groups in 2018. This allowed
them to get to know their peers and Tutor
better and to allow the pastoral care program
to be more personalised. The girls quickly
became familiar with the expectations
of Abbotsleigh and embraced challenges,
inside and outside the classroom. Wellbeing
activities focused on pillars of health,
friendship, empathy and resilience, while
study skills sessions helped our girls learn
how to learn and to stay more organised.
The Year 8 girls demonstrated a commitment
to stretch themselves. Both Year 8 Archdale
debating teams made it to the grand finals
and performed admirably. Their powerful
connection to their tutor group was evident
when they were asked if they wanted to
split it into smaller groups like Year 7. The
bonds between the girls and with their

Tutor were just too strong for the girls to
want the structure of their group to change.
They enjoyed their Wellbeing for Learning
sessions this year and are ready to take their
place in Senior College Archdale.
The Middle School girls worked together to
develop mobile phone guidelines based on
the School Values. The girls felt empowered
by the process that involved discussions,
surveys and multiple opportunities for
individuals to express their opinions. The
fact that girls were able to develop their
own Abbotsleigh guidelines sent a strong
message of how much we value student
voice. Our Middle School girls also took the
opportunity to raise money for the Service
Project Goods for Girls by planning for and
running a successful fundraising Come and
Play Market Day. It was great to see girls from
both year groups working so well together.
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Senior College
Archdale
Senior College Archdale was established
this year with the vision that ‘Every Archdale
(Stage 5) student will flourish and be an
integral part of Abbotsleigh. Students
should feel confident in exploring their
learning style, be willing to take risks and
be understanding and supportive of each
other within a safe learning environment.’
As Archdale continues to work towards this
vision, the girls have demonstrated their
willingness to be involved in school life,
place value on their own ideas for school
improvement and continue to grow in terms
of their wellbeing and learning.
Student voice is an integral part of Archdale
and so a Student Voice group has been
organised, called ‘The Bettys’. There is one
student per tutor group in Years 9 and 10,
and they all work together to contribute
towards key projects, while expressing ideas
about helping Archdale to grow and develop.
In 2018, the girls have worked collaboratively
to define the idea of a Betty, help to develop
the mobile phone guidelines and support
new Year 9 and 10 students. The girls
gained skills in teamwork and leadership by
being part of this group. Archdale students
supported the SANG (Student Alliance
Network Group) and the students involved
enjoyed the discussions they had with girls
from other schools on key topics in the
media such as the #MeToo campaign.
In Year 9, the girls were keen to support the
Service Learning project and helped buy
sewing machines for Goods for Girls. Earlier
in the year a group of girls attended the
International Women’s Day Lunch run by
Ku-ring-gai Council, as they were involved in
their wellbeing program Successful Minds.
This has been helpful in girls developing skills

in goal setting and looking at the concepts
of empathy and optimism. These skills
supported the girls in working towards their
Wheeldon Cup performance in November.
The 2018 theme was ‘Perseverance with a
Purpose’ and the girls worked enthusiastically
on this annual favourite.
In Year 10, the girls enjoyed many activities
including work experience week, the
Canberra trip, understanding their results
for Morrisby Testing, completing the AMOW
program and working towards ALE 2018.
They too were involved in raising support
for the Goods for Girls project by running
a movie night. The girls participated in
outside programs such as The Young Justice
Program run by Young Lawyers NSW. In
tutor time, girls developed an understanding
of their character strengths and enjoyed
participating in mindfulness sessions
through relaxation. The ALE experience
was again been a great project for Year 10
students. While planning their experience,
they demonstrated their understanding of
service learning and the importance of this
in their own personal growth.
Note of thanks:
Archdale continues to work towards our
vision, which includes encouraging the
wellbeing and learning of Stage 5 students.
However, thanks must go to the Year
Coordinators: Sheri Upasiri (Year 9) and
Jennifer Hurll (Year 10) for their support
and significant and valued contributions
to establish Archdale. In addition, the
support of the team of Tutors has also
been invaluable.
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Senior College
‘Dare to Grow’ has been heartily embraced
by Senior College students in their learning,
social interactions and service for others.
Students have taken risks and embraced
disappointments and challenges, seeing
them as opportunities for growth rather than
measures of competency.
This has been particularly evident in
academic studies as students have grown in
their understanding of how disappointments
can be reframed as opportunities for
progress in knowledge, understanding and
skills. Taking risks and stepping outside of
one’s comfort zone has also been evident
as girls have tried a sport or co-curricular
activity for the first time. This has often
required them to dig deep and find the
courage to fight against the voices that say,

‘What if I fail?’ Students have also stepped
outside their familiar friendship circles and
found enjoyment and delight in widening
their social circles as they travel through
their final two years of school.
It has been wonderful to witness the
Year 11 girls embracing their visits to the
Thomas and Rosetta Aged Care facility in
Wahroonga as part of their pastoral care
program. Interacting with the residents,
many of whom are living with dementia or
deteriorating physical health, has proven to
be challenging and at times uncomfortable,
but also extremely rewarding. The girls have
come away from the experience with a deep
sense of satisfaction from the joy they have
been able to bring to the residents.
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By providing
the opportunity to
do more, our girls
have the ability
to be more.

Christian Studies

The Christian Studies Department continues
to develop its curriculum to ensure that it is
contextually relevant and true to the Bible.
We have introduced a Biblical Analysis
model that helps students to critically
analyse and understand what the Bible has
to say to life today. The analysis model is
developmental and increases in complexity
as the students continue the Christian
Studies curriculum each year.
One of the favourite parts of our role is the
marking of the students’ assessment tasks.
The tasks have reflected the depth of their
critical understanding, and their creativity
and originality have been outstanding. It is
a great privilege to work with and teach
these outstanding young women.
The Christian Studies Department is very
excited about the opportunity that they
have been given to ‘Dare to Grow’.

Next year’s Year 9 will have a new elective
called Examining Existence. This will be
an exploration of the big issues of life and
will be a multi-disciplinary course. Year
10 students will have the opportunity to
complete the Studies of Religion Course
as an accelerated subject or further studies
in theology. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for students to grow in their
knowledge and understanding.

senior school
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Drama

Creativity in making and performing in
Senior School Drama is at the heart of
developing our students’ individual skills
and theatre experiences at Abbotsleigh.
We strive to achieve critical and creative
thinking and learning in Drama classrooms
and onstage experiences, in collaborative
group work, decision making and team
skills for performance for the benefit and
empowerment of every Drama student.
Our teaching uses the elements of drama to
enhance individual confidence, belief, trust

and commitment as well as engaging each
audience with an open and positive attitude
to experiential learning through Drama.
Through this structure of direct engagement
in making theatre, with empathy and social
connections between the actor and the
audience at the heart of our deep learning,
Drama students become not only more
aware of the world in which they live but
also of their own place and individual gifts
and skills they offer, to enrich our shared
experiences with the world.

senior school

29

English

The English Department has been immersed in
implementing the new Stage 6 syllabus. This syllabus
urges students to engage with texts from a fresh
perspective and encourages writing in a range of
forms, not just in the traditional essay form. The new
syllabus provides opportunities to diversify teaching
methods while honing creative and critical thinking for
students. The present Year 11 cohort has trailblazed
this new approach and will be well equipped to face
the challenges of a new format for the Higher School
Certificate by the end of 2019.
We celebrate the success of students in a range of
fields. We held our Abbreviate short film competition
again and congratulate Elizabeth Moshirian (Year 10)
who won the People’s Choice award and Katie Ord
(Year 11) who won Best Film. Film making competitions

such as this prove the genesis for the successful
achievements of students like Georgina Caprioli
(Year 12), whose winning entry in the prestigious
Martini Film Award has inspired her passion for a
career in film making.
We have had some thought-provoking guest speakers
including, again, representatives from The Jewish
Museum. As a part of this year’s Literary Festival, a
performance of Romeo and Juliet helped our Year 8
students’ engagement with the play. We encourage
everyone to engage with creative writing contributions
in The Weaver, which we are working to increase as a
way of sharing and showcasing our students’ talents.
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History

Languages

The great disciplines, when studied together, provide
a holistic and well-rounded education for young
people. This aligns closely to the Abbotsleigh
Strategic Plan, which aims to develop every student
to their full potential. Now, more than ever, modern
citizens need nuanced historical thinking skills to
help them navigate the difference between real and
fake news and competing versions of truth. In 2018,
the Abbotsleigh History Department embraced these
concepts and challenges. Year 7 History students
used the digital platform Minecraft to create trading
centres along the Silk Road to enhance their study
of Ancient China. Year 9 Mandatory History classes
created lanterns for the GLOW Festival which told
Australian migration stories, with some students using
their own family’s experiences as inspiration. The Year
10 Elective History classes interacted with people on
the other side of the world in a video conference with
the New York Museum of Jewish Heritage in order
to understand the social impact of this historical
event both in the past and the present. The Year 10
Mandatory History classes gained a much deeper
understanding of the impact of the Vietnam War on
Australian society in the 1960s with their visit to the
Australian War Memorial, Canberra. Year 12 History
Extension students were individually empowered to
select their own topics for their major research essays
and as a result, tackled a wide range of interesting
issues including the Greece/Macedonia question, the
status of historical fiction and the advancement in
archaeological techniques through LiDAR, to develop
an improved understanding of Angkor Wat in Cambodia.

‘Dare to grow’ is embodied clearly in the very study
of a language. Students must be willing to put
themselves into the shoes of a beginner and be willing
to challenge themselves to enter a new world by using
their new communication skills. They have to heartily
embrace another culture and a new way of looking
at the world, which develops empathy. Exchanges to
sister schools further develop these skills as does
International Day and events such as the Year 8 and
Year 10 Languages Days. They learn to become global
citizens. The Extension courses challenge students
to discuss current world themes and in doing so they
reflect on themselves and their values.
Individual empowerment has been evident in the Year
8 languages classes in particular. Students formed
groups to creatively collaborate to produce a twominute film, which incorporated the structures and
themes covered in their language classes. Using the
theme of a ‘celebration’ and the signature item of a
pair of sunglasses, students were encouraged to use
their creativity and to combine that with their IT film
production skills to create an entertaining result.
The confidence that speaking another language
brings enabled a Year 11 student to reach out to a new
family at her church from a Chinese background. This
common linguistic bond encouraged her to extend the
hand of friendship and welcome, demonstrating both
individual empowerment and social impact.

senior school
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Languages

Mathematics

International Day
International Day is a tradition at Abbotsleigh, held
every two years on United Nations Day. Instigated by
a previous Head of Senior School, it aims to recognise
and honour the diverse cultures represented both here
at Abbotsleigh and in the wider community.
This year we had a wonderful range of performances
ranging from the ELC to Year 12, and staff member, Dr
Keryn Carter, danced the flamenco. Many cultures
were showcased during the assembly – from Russian
to French to Thai to Indian and diverse music and
dance ensembles added to the spectacle. We
always have a performance by the Knox pipe band;
a great favourite with the Abbotsleigh girls! The
traditional closing item, the flag parade, saw Year 8
students proudly carry the flags of the nations of all
Abbotsleigh students, past and present, to the stirring
anthem, I am Australian.
Our guest speaker, Ms Kirsten McKnight (AOG 1998),
spoke about her international career, which was
kickstarted by her time at Abbotsleigh where she
learned French and German. After studying and living
in several overseas countries she is now a practising
lawyer, living in Sydney with her French husband and
children. Kirsten delivered an inspiring message about
overseas opportunities.
These International Days provide a forum for our
girls to show their cultures, their skills and their
passions. It is most heartwarming to see the pride
with which these students present their heritage. The
International Day assembly is so much more than just
great entertainment – it is a way of recognising the
cultures and passions of our students and honouring
different cultures.

The Mathematics Department’s goal in 2018 was to
create courses and environments where the students
were given the opportunities to challenge themselves
and play with ideas. We wanted the girls to develop
understanding and fluency in Mathematics through
inquiry, exploring and connecting mathematical
concepts, choosing and applying problem-solving
skills and mathematical techniques, communication
and reasoning. Staff worked with educational ideas
from Jo Boahler and Dan Meyers regarding creating
positive mathematical mindsets.
All our programs are designed for a variety of learning
experiences and differentiation. This facilitates
opportunities for curiosity and deeper understanding.
We offer a wide variety of learning activities and
students are encouraged to explore ideas from
many perspectives. Collaboration on solving word
problems and applications to real life situations, in
the classroom and on incursions and excursions,
affords the students opportunities to explore a range
of approaches to mathematical solutions. Faculty staff
are encouraged to attend professional development
courses to keep abreast of current trends in teaching
and learning. Sharing of ideas in the faculty ensures
that the Mathematics Department has access to new
and innovative ways of educating young women.
Throughout the senior years the girls are exposed to
more approaches to solving problems developing in
them the confidence and capacity to take a complex
mathematical problem, analyse it, reflect upon it
and create a logical, reasoned response. Students
take part in a number of projects, competitions and
challenges across all year groups throughout the year,
stretching their abilities.
The girls are given many opportunities to listen,
question, discuss and explain. Technology and
appropriate software are critical for today’s
Mathematics student as a tool for communication.
Virtual manipulatives such as Desmos, GeoGebra,
Google Sketchup, efofex, Autograph, Mathletics,
Hotmaths, Mangahigh and Scratch coding give
students prompts, feedback and answers to problems
and allow the students more self-exploration.
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Music

Music at Abbotsleigh is committed to encouraging
our girls to challenge the way they think about and
interact with the world of music. This year has seen
the Music Department build on the existing foundation
of excellence and focus on empowering and extending
students even further, according to their individual needs
and journeys. We want our girls to have the confidence
and skills to engage and subsequently innovate the way
they make, listen to and perform music. This requires
adopting innovation as a daily mindset for our teaching
and learning practices, not only developing depth in
skill development, but also exploring the breadth of
possibilities, contexts and connections.
A particularly exceptional project of 2018 has been the
residency with the Muffat Collective, which includes
five musicians trained at the Royal Conservatoire of
The Hague, The Netherlands. The project involved
two terms of practical study that integrated ensemble
rehearsals on period instruments, workshops,
Baroque dancing, solo masterclasses and musicology
sessions for girls from Years 5 to 12. This holistic
and innovative approach to music study immersed
our girls in the music and society of the Baroque
period (1685-1750) resulting in deep learning and an
enhanced appreciation for the style and performance

practices of the time. For musicians and historians,
the understanding of style, performance practices
and historical instruments of the Baroque period is
invaluable as it is the antecedent of all Western music.
The focus on individual empowerment and educational
innovation has led us to make connections with some
of the world’s leading musicians, bringing them to
Abbotsleigh to give specialist workshops. Highlights
have been the exciting masterclasses with concert
violinist Ray Chen, Grammy nominated Cuban jazz
pianist Elio Villafranca, ABC Young Performer of the
Year Emily Sun (Year 8), Musical Theatre authority
George Torbay, Russian concert pianist Natalia
Sheludiakova and film composer Dr Kenneth Lampl.
All these industry leading lights have time with our
Music students, working with them on individual
performance and composition projects. In each
case, our students have shone to such an extent,
that pathways and connections for tertiary study
or for future performance opportunities have been
extended. Our students not only have real connections
with some of the world’s leading musicians, but they
have developed the confidence and skills to take
their research and study further into the broader
community at the very highest level.
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PDHPE

The PDHPE Department embraced new
teaching strategies this year. Year 11 PDHPE
participated in a series of World Café
lessons. The World Café teaching strategy is
a simple way to encourage a large group of
students to reflect and think critically about
syllabus content. It requires small groups
of students to sit at tables set up around
the room, similar to a café. Each table has a
different thought-provoking question written
on the tablecloth that is related to a specific
area of the course. The students critically
reflect, discuss and share their ideas of the
question with their tablemates and write
or draw on the tablecloths to reflect this.
The discussion during the activity gives the
room a café feel, heightened by the welcome
addition of coffee and biscuits. After 10
minutes, the students then swap tables and
groups, allowing them to connect and share

their ideas with different students in their
class and reflect on a different question.
At the conclusion of the lesson, the
students shared their ideas by presenting
their tablecloths, which served as a visual
representation of their understanding.
The outcome of this learning strategy was
that it allowed the students to ask their
peers questions about their topic, while
encouraging them to make connections
with each other and build upon their
understanding of syllabus content.
Additionally, PDHPE and PASS students
incorporated innovative technology into their
understanding of the human body systems
by taking a virtual tour of important body
systems linked to movement such as the
circulatory system.
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Science

Social Sciences

The most influential and transforming science is
driven by curiosity, passion and the goal of forming
a better world. This has certainly been front of mind
for the Science staff as they have been hard at work
introducing the new Science syllabus across all our
Year 11 courses as well as engaging the students in
Years 7-10 in their science studies. Year 7 students
were among the first students to visit the new Science
Centre at Taronga Zoo earlier in the year (even before
Prince Harry officially opened the building).

In an increasingly interconnected world, the study of
Social Sciences equips students with the necessary
tools to successfully navigate as informed and active
global citizens. Students investigate the social,
economic and environmental challenges on a range
of scales and explore alternative solutions to engage
sustainably with the human and natural worlds.
Highlights in 2018 have included the introduction of
new field trips as part of the revised K-10 Geography
syllabus. These have seen Year 8 students investigate
urban water management at Lake Parramatta, Year
9 students participate in sustainable eco-tourism
operations at Sydney’s Taronga Zoo and Year 10
students evaluate coastal management strategies
at Long Reef and Collaroy beaches. The Commerce
Market Day was another well-received addition to
the program this year, which saw Year 9 students
design a product to satisfy the needs of a target
market within the Year 7 cohort. Groups took to
this challenge with passion and creativity, coming
up with products ranging from a digital school diary,
to sleep pods, luxury cruises and an Abbotsleigh
café. Within the classroom, students have continued
to engage with content through innovative and
practical learning opportunities that develop their
critical thinking and ethical understanding to solve
real-world problems. Students have participated in a
virtual reality refugee experience, designed websites
for drought-affected farmers, connected with globally
influential businesses and written letters to respond
to unethical commercial practices.

A group of students was treated to an invitation only
event with Professor Michelle Simmons, Australian of
the Year, while others attended the Women in Physics
lecture at Knox and heard from Dr Ceri Brenner.
We also congratulate Rebecca Whittle (Year 11) on
achieving a gold medal at the International Earth
Science Olympiad and Emma Yap (Year 7) for her
Young Scientist Award.
In 2019 we will be among the first schools to introduce
the new Year 12 Extension Science course. This course
has been designed to engage the top scientists in the
state and to give them a head start in their transition
to university. A large component of the course is the
students’ own research project. 2018 has seen a group
of eight young women taking the course and already
they have begun planning their research projects
from investigations into microbiology and sustainable
architecture to climate change and genomics. As NSW
Premier Gladys Berejiklian has said, ‘The future will
be science based,’ and these students will be at the
forefront of the next big discoveries.
Just what our students of today will discover, invent or
solve, only time will tell, but from what we can see in
our classrooms, we are in good hands and we wish our
students every success in their quest to become the
scientific leaders of tomorrow.
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TAS
The Design team continued to build on Design
Thinking, Computational Thinking and an
Entrepreneurial Thinking approach to our programs.
Our design classes continued to engage with industry
through excursions and workshops with practising
designers, industry professionals and educators.
This included:
• Whitehouse Institute of Design workshop
• VIVID Sydney excursion
• Signature Prints excursion
Year 10 Design and Technology students were involved
in a non-assessable task to design a solution to a
transportation issue. Students were encouraged
to examine the breadth of transportation including
vehicles, pedestrians, parking, regulations, town
planning and street design. Students designed
products and systems to meet the needs of the
visually impaired and accommodate access to
emergency services, plus automated parking, while
mindful of environmental impacts.
On the strength of our computational thinking
programs, the growing interest in Robotics and Digital
Creatives clubs and great results from the NCSS
challenge in Information and Software Technologies
classes, we had our first Software Design and
Development class in Year 12.

It is encouraging to see so many of our girls developing
an interest in coding and computational thinking
across the Senior School and to have such passionate
teachers from the Design, Mathematics, Science and
IT Departments. The girls are working collaboratively
to take risks, solve problems and learn from failure
through a process of design, testing and evaluation.
Our studios and maker spaces are always dynamic and
exciting places of learning through design.
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Visual Arts

Students in Visual Arts are encouraged to take risks,
innovate and refine. They discover that the value of
art lies in its potential to facilitate new vision, to give
aesthetic delight and to allow a focus of interest that is
complex and multi layered. The very nature of the Visual
Arts classroom, its structure and working methods,
enables the students to develop their understanding
of themselves and the world around them.
This year the girls have been provided with opportunities
to experiment with materials and critically engage
with a range of visual forms. In March, visiting Dangar
Island artist Ana Pollak introduced Year 11 girls to
Chinese ink drawing. Ana had recently completed
the Nock Foundation residency in Hong Kong and
enthusiastically demonstrated and shared the skill of
calligraphic ink drawing. Using this technique, the girls
responded to Australian landscape in a concertina
sketch book format. In June, light photographer Peter
Solness conducted a workshop during the evening of

GLOW. Girls worked with tripods and torches, learnt
the manual settings for their camera and experienced
the wonderful world of light painting. In July, printmaker
Jean Birrell demonstrated the method of waterless
lithography and explained the process for creating
two-toned prints.
The balance between art studying and art making
occurs as a continuum across Stages 4 through
to 6 with visits to the Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery enabling Visual Arts students to reflect
on the application of theoretical frameworks. The
2018 exhibition program provided a great variety of
conceptual and material approaches and the first-hand
opportunity to respond to significant artists and their
works. Two exhibitions, the Year 12 Showcase and the
APA ArtsFest, enabled the display of student work and
revealed the excellent teaching and inspiration provided
at Abbotsleigh.
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Service Learning and the
Development of Empathy:
LESSONS THAT LAST A LIFETIME
One of our focus areas this year has been developing
empathy and a global outlook. Working with long term
partner the Crossroads Foundation, all teachers and
girls from Years 9-12 engaged in a poverty simulation
and tried to ‘step into the shoes’ of those in need.
Working in ‘family groups’ on a two-metre square
sheet of plastic representing our home, we tried to
earn enough to survive by making paper bags out of
newspaper and home-made glue. We needed to pay for
rent, food, sanitation, medical needs and, if we were
fortunate, education. Those of us who couldn’t find
sufficient funds ended up in the hands of a loan shark.
We were thrown into the pressures felt by many who
are caught in the web of poverty.
Teachers and students alike explored the role of
empathy and discussed the importance of acting with
courage, compassion and integrity in an increasingly
connected global society.
Some Year 12 girls commented that:
• The harshness of the simulation enabled me to feel
deeply, changing my perspective and showing me
the harsh reality of people’s lives.
• This simulation made me realise that even though
I am one in seven billion, I can make a difference.
This was a seriously life-changing experience.
• It made me realise how exhausting and damaging
poverty can be. Poverty is more than just statistics; it is
the story of individual people whose lives are priceless.

What our students began to uncover is that the real
success of learning is the way in which we act upon
our knowledge.
The following term, girls in Years 6-12 stepped into the
shoes of Kenyan schoolgirls as they engaged with an
installation constructed by senior students and led by
Vice Head Prefect, Nicola Humphries. The aim of the
installation, ‘Come Walk a Mile in My Shoes’, was to give
students a taste of what it is like to be a teenage girl in
rural Kenya who desperately wants to be educated but
for whom education is often an elusive dream.
Nicola is keenly aware that access to education for
many teenage girls throughout the world is hindered
by a lack of female sanitary products. Coupled with
this awareness, Nicola understands that education is
the key to empowering young women, enabling them
to realise their hopes of a brighter future.
‘By global standards, Abbotsleigh students are
wealthy,’ says Nicola. ‘We can easily donate money
to worthwhile causes, but unless we help our students
to feel what it is like to be unable to access education
through no fault of their own, we will be falling short
of providing the best preparation for Abbotsleigh
students to be informed and empathetic global
citizens with a will to serve others.’
As one Year 9 student said, ‘As I stepped into the
shoes of Hope, my heart soared as I realised the
difference that the charity Goods for Girls was
making to me and my family. By learning to sew
washable sanitary pads, I was empowered.’

Boarding
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2018 was an exciting year in boarding which saw many
new innovations. ‘Dare to Grow’ certainly wasn’t just a
phrase, but a direction that lead the boarding school
to explore a diverse array of possibilities – turning
possibilities into reality.
The driving force behind the movement for change
was the student voice; empowering the boarders to
analyse, assess and embark on progressing forward
with changes that would take boarding from great to
even greater!
The food committee has taken great initiative this
year. Led by the Year 11 Prefects and two members
from each year group, the committee is chaired by Mrs
Rennie and meets every fortnight. The first significant
action was changing to a later dinner time, thus
creating split prep sessions. Moving dinner from 5.30
pm to 6.30 pm had many great benefits; one of which
helped resolve the issue of boarders missing dinner
due to their co-curricular activities. Having a break
mid prep session also facilitated a more industrious
use of prep time. Furthering the educational
innovation was the introduction of prep sessions
in the Library for Years 7 and 8, with the vision of
making this allocated time even more beneficial and
constructive. Continuing the emphasis on greater
academic productivity with a focus on wellbeing, we
introduced stress relief classes for HSC management
to our Year 12 boarders. These classes ran weekly for
seven weeks.
The Year 10 ABC (Abbotsleigh Boarder Council) for
2018/2019 was reworked to create one collective
body of eight Year 10 boarders who were elected by
their peers. The previous model of separate boarding

committees (Social, Environment, Food and Service)
evolved to a leadership team of eight representatives
who would coordinate projects with specific focus
throughout the year. The School’s values of Integrity,
Respect, Courage, Compassion and Perseverance
provided the anchor for these projects.
Term 3 saw the introduction of weekly boarding
– creating diversity in the boarding houses and
connectedness between boarders and day girls.
Upon the announcement of this new initiative,
Abbotsleigh boarding welcomed a number of
new weekly boarders to our boarding community.
Focusing on a topic close to their hearts, the boarders
highlighted the effects of the drought that has hit
so many of our boarding families. They presented at
assemblies, wrote articles and spoke to the ELC about
the impact the drought has had not only on their own
families, but farmers all over NSW. This awareness
spurred on much support both financially and in
prayer from the whole school community.
We are looking forward to various facility
improvements in Lynton House and McCredie House
over the Christmas break. McCredie will undergo
major refurbishment with new interiors throughout
– particularly the communal spaces – creating areas
to relax, reflect, refresh and mingle. Lynton House
will welcome new bathroom facilities and an overall
revamping throughout.
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Creative and
Performing Arts
Music Making in the
Junior School

A Giant Peach Dominates
the Everett Hall Stage

It is a joy to see the delight in our girls as they learn,
create and perform, and to witness the pleasure and
satisfaction of music making when performance is
shared in ensembles and concerts.

The Junior School Production, James and the
Giant Peach by Roald Dahl, saw more than 60
students participate in a matinée and two evening
performances. The cast and crew worked hard as they
painted sets and made props, along with rehearsing
lines and learning dance steps. The adventurous
play took audiences on a journey on the ocean, up
in the sky and inside a giant peach. The gloomy and
miserable Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker were a hit
with audiences, along with the insect friends and
James. The actors dodged and weaved an escaped
rhinoceros, a hungry shark, angry storm clouds and a
ship full of vengeful skeleton pirates as James tried to
make his way to New York City – the top of the world!
Full of colourful dancing, great acting, creative sets,
physical theatre, hailstones, umbrellas and a little AV
trickery, the girls put together a show that thrilled and
delighted all ages.

While every girl in the Junior School is involved in
choirs, it is testament to the genuine enjoyment
in music making that 250 Junior School students
voluntarily participate as either an instrumentalist
or singer, from novice to expert, in our 21 musical
ensembles. In addition to our regular musical soirées
and performance opportunities, this year 130 girls
from Years 4-6 participated in the IPSHA Performing
Arts Festival, which culminated with performances on
stage at the magnificent Sydney Town Hall.
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A Celebration of Music
in the Senior School
The depth of talent and skill of our students
has been showcased throughout the
year with more than 400 performances
spread over the two Senior School
Instrumental Festivals, from very beginner
instrumentalists to veterans of the concert
stage. All students showed remarkable
dedication, camaraderie and courage in
performing at these events. The very best of
our solo instrumentalists were showcased at
the Catch A Rising Star concert held in the
Peter Duly Concert Hall. Students from Years
5-12 delighted an audience with repertoire by
Wieniawski, Liszt and Perilou. The standard
was extraordinary and comparable to recitals
that would grace the very best of the world’s
concert stages. Such is the reputation of
Abbotsleigh’s annual Catch A Rising Star
concert that it not only attracts friends and
families in the audience, but also some of
Sydney’s master professors.
The 2018 Music Celebration concert
showcased musical excellence in a different
way, focusing on ensemble playing. This
year the senior ensembles explored music
representative of different cultures and
presented a program entitled Global Tones.
Highlights included the stunning performance
of Australian work RPM by Matthew Hindson
by Year 12 Sarah Chang and the Symphony
Orchestra, the stark beauty of the Senior
Chamber Choir’s Tundra by Norwegian
composer Ole Gjeilo and the toe tapping
number by the Jazz Ensemble Sway (Quien

Sera) by Luis Demetrio. The power of music
and its impact on society was strongly
portrayed in the finale by the combined choirs
and orchestra of more than 200 students in
languages including Latin, English, Arabic
and Dharawal, performing Peace on Earth by
Chris Gordon.
The Symphonic Winds Ensemble has had
a period of growth and development in
2018. The instrument bursary supplied by
the APA encouraged girls to explore bass
instruments such as the tuba and the
bassoon. The benefits to the ensemble have
been extraordinary and from the Symphonic
Winds Ensemble, 34 girls from Years 7 to
10 were chosen to present an international
concert tour to New Zealand in the
September holidays. The New Zealand Tour
Band presented public concerts, participated
in school exchanges with Epsom Girls
Grammar and Orewa College, worked with
NZ Symphony Orchestra chief trombonist,
Dr David Bremner and enjoyed cultural
exchanges in the North Island of New
Zealand. As with any international tour, the
cultural learning opportunities and life skills
that the girls developed were extraordinary.
In addition, the NZ Tour Band displayed
fierce courage and absolute collaboration
in their long preparation and subsequent
public performances. The experiences,
skills, life long memories and long standing
friendships developed over the length of the
project are invaluable.
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The Little Mermaid

From the first moments of opening night on
10 May, we knew The Little Mermaid was
a hit. This colourful and vibrant fantasy
entertained audiences from pre-schoolers
to grandparents with stunning visual effects
of light, glitter, movement and bubbles!
Hans Christian Andersen’s fairytale, brought
to life in an imaginative and joyful Disney
production, tells the story of thwarted
yet resolved love between a mermaid and
her prince and Alan Menken’s clever and
often poignant score thrilled Abbotsleigh
musicians and audiences alike.
The musical and stage directions, led by
Mrs Lynette Clarke and Mr David Owens
respectively, enfolded the audience in
the intrigues and unexpected surprises
inherent in each scene and song, while
Mrs Sofie Batchelor’s choreography
enhanced the story through dance with
every new development.

The collaboration and involvement of the
20 school staff and 135 students – playing
in the orchestra, performing on stage,
leading movement sequences, preparing
the set and properties backstage, assisting
with costumes through to the stunning
make-up, designed by Ms Mary Alonti,
rolled throughout Term 1 like a tsunami of
excitement and energy.
The producers, Ms Kimbali Harding (Director
of Music) and Ms Colleen Roche (Head of
Drama), worked closely with our excellent
choral and vocal coaches and repetiteur
from the Music Department, the sound and
lighting designers, student stage managers,
movement leads and production and
operating teams to support the directors in
bringing their vision of fantasy from under
the sea to Abbotsleigh.
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Student-directed play – From 22-23 March,
The Claire College Killer, directed by 2018
Drama Prefect, Charlotte Raftesath, was
presented in the Drama Studio – a classic
‘whodunnit’ with clever scene structure and
effective characterisations. The wintery
atmosphere, fireside chats and arguments,
plus a body discovered in a hall cupboard
intrigued and entertained the audiences as
they tried to solve the case.
School Shakespeare Festival – On 9 April,
33 students participated in the co-curricular
Abbotsleigh Shakespeare Festival, the
first stage of the annual Sport For Jove
Shakespeare Carnival. Featuring ‘Monologue’,
an item no longer offered by the carnival but
continued with great support at Abbotsleigh,
duologues and scenes from a range of
Shakespeare’s works, 46 students from Year 7
to Year 12, presented excellent characters on
the stage to interact with their audience and
entertain throughout the evening.
Greek Drama Night – On Thursday 14 June
our Year 9 Drama students presented their
group-devised Greek Drama plays to parents
and friends in the Drama Studio with much
excitement about choosing authentic or
contemporary costumes, according to the
chosen performance style. The highlight,

Dance Till You Drop
In November, AbbSchool dancers K-12
participated in the intra-school competition
Dance Till You Drop. This biennial,
rehearsal-free event allows dancers
to experience the exhilaration of
competition in an encouraging, familiar
and accessible environment.
Dance Till You Drop is designed to
encourage interdependence and present a
comprehensive performance opportunity.
Promotion of positive and constructive
interaction between performers,
adjudicators and the audience is at the
heart of the event.
The performance afternoon is split into
two sections, Junior and Senior, where
groups perform in age-based categories
with feedback provided by our panel of
three external adjudicators (dance industry
professionals and an Abbotsleigh Old
Girl). Surprise performances, including a
showcase of the Abbotsleigh and St Lucy’s
Dance Project classes, are always a highlight
for all involved.

apart from the celebratory Greek banquet,
was the strong group work in the Chorus of
each play.
HSC IP and GP Nights – On 26 June, we
enjoyed 19 Individual Performances and
three individual projects in Critical Analysis
and Scriptwriting, then on 1 August, all 22
HSC students presented a total of five
Group Performances to an audience of
parents and friends.
Senior School Play – An Evening of the
Absurd was directed by Ms Nicola Read
and presented in the Drama Studio from 9-11
August by a cast of 24 students from Years
10 and 11.
Brechtian Theatre Evening – This
Year 10 event presented playbuilt,
issues-based group performances using
Brechtian and documentary drama styles
and techniques, including technology
with video and visual images.
Festivals – Groups of Year 9 Drama students
performed at Abbotsleigh’s GLOW Festival
on 26 June and Years 9 and 10 Drama
students performed at the AHIGS Speech
and Drama Festival on 27 October at
Brigidine College, St Ives.
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AbbSchool
AbbSchool is made up of two important areas within
the Abbotsleigh community: extended tuition and the
school holiday program. The purpose of AbbSchool is
to encourage participation, fun and friendship through
a range of exciting activities. Studies have shown that
involvement in extended tuition can promote a sense
of engagement with school, which in turn has a positive
influence on academic achievement, attendance and
aspiration to higher levels of education. Extended
tuition provides students with opportunities for
leadership and personal growth and teaches students
the value of teamwork, competition, cooperation and
individual and group responsibility. Students have
found that participation in these activities helps them
to de-stress, providing them with a break from the
rigours of academia.

Aquatic Centre
• Abbotsleigh Swim Club – 4th 2017/2018 Swimming
NSW Club Point Score
• Year 12 student Natasha Ramsden represented
Australia on the Junior Pan Pacific Championships
Team in Fiji in August
JUNIOR PAN PACIFIC CHAMPIONSHIPS:
• Natasha Ramsden
Silver medallist 4 x100 m freestyle relay
Bronze medallist 50 m freestyle
2018 AUSTRALIAN OPEN AND AGE NATIONALS:
• Natasha Ramsden
Finalist 50 m freestyle Open Nationals
Finalist 50 m butterfly Open Nationals
Silver medallist 17/18 years 50 m freestyle
Age Nationals
Bronze medallist 17/18 years 100 m freestyle
Age Nationals
• Holly Nelson
Silver medallist 15 years 50 m freestyle Age Nationals
Finalist 15 years 100 m freestyle Age Nationals
• Rebecca St Vincent
Finalist 16 years 100 m butterfly Age Nationals
• Arizona Staley
Finalist 17/18 years 200 m backstroke Age Nationals
• Natasha Ramsden, Emily Ong, Rebecca St
Vincent, Holly Nelson
Silver medalists 18/u 4 x 100 m freestyle relay team
Age Nationals
Holly Nelson and Rebecca St Vincent were selected
for the 2018 NSW Swim Team in October
STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Head Coach Amanda Isaac was selected as a coach
on 2018 NSW swim team.
AbbSchool Fencing Coach Sara Scott won a
bronze medal at the recent Australian Fencing
Championships Melbourne in the Women’s
Individual Epee. As a member of the NSW team
she won a gold medal.

Dramatic Arts
TRINITY GUILDHALL EXAMINATIONS
Once again in 2017, the results for the Trinity Guildhall
examinations were mostly Distinctions – 186 of 276
students – an amazing result. Seven students sat their
ATCL Performance Diploma, receiving six Distinctions
and one Merit.
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SYDNEY EISTEDDFOD

OTHER RESULTS, ACTIVITIES, INITIATIVES

Students Lizzy Brown and Adelaide Taylor placed 2nd
in the under 18 duologue category for their dramatic
performance from the 2014 Griffin Award winning
play The Bleeding Tree by Angus Cerini at the NIDA
Playhouse in August.

• Commendable Royal Academy of Dance (RAD)
results in our second year of examinations as an
AEC. Near 50% of participants achieving Distinction
grade or above.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP
John Larkin, much loved author of more than 25 books
for children, teens and adults ran a nine-week creative
writing course for students in Years 5 and 6 in Term
2. It was an amazing opportunity for the 25 girls who
took part in the course to develop their writing skills.
STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Renee Nieass, AbbSchool Drama Teacher, appeared in
the Match.com television commercial.
Darcy-Lee Tindale, AbbSchool Speech and Drama
Coordinator, appeared on an SBS television
commercial alongside SBS newsreader Janice Petersen
as part of the SBS World News promotional campaign.
Darcy also appeared in television commercials for Pork
Australia and Asura Care.

Dance
The AbbSchool Dance Representative teams had
some excellent results in 2018.
• Senior Company
Highly Commended at The Hills Dance Spectacular
3rd at DanceSpec
• Crew
5th at The Hills Dance Spectacular
• Junior Company A
5th at The Hills Dance Spectacular
Highly Commended at DanceSpec
• J-Crew (this is the first year of this
Representative team)
1st place at Extreme Dance Competition
Highly Commended at The Hills Dance Spectacular
1st place at DanceSpec
Selective class competitive results (first competitive
year for all Selective classes)
• Lyrical
Highly Commended at The Hills Dance Spectacular
STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Sofie Batchelor completed a Diploma of Business
Nicola Humphries completed a Cert IV DT&M
(Dance Teaching & Management)
Jessie Rochford-Barber toured Sydney, Brisbane and
Melbourne with independent dance company
Bonnie Curtis Projects.

• 46 examination entries for August-September 2018
ADV jazz syllabus program.
• 28 dancers completing VETAB accredited
Certificates I-III in Dance (Jazz).
• Volunteer dance assistants participating in weekly
‘Dance Project’ classes at St Lucy’s School,
also contributing to Duke of Edinburgh service
endeavours.
• Dance staff Professional Development day, including
‘BehaveAbility’ conference with Ian Luscombe
(BA, BA (Psy), Dip Ed, trainer/coach PBIS, NESA
endorsed), Pilates workshop and Dance Knowledge
theoretical units (RAD endorsed CPD).
STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Instructor Jessie Rochford-Barber toured Sydney,
Brisbane and Melbourne in the dance company,
Bonnie Curtis Projects.

Tennis
Abbotsleigh's annual Father Daughter Tennis event
was held on Saturday 10 March. There was some
fantastic tennis played with a full draw of 40 pairs
playing. As always it was played in great spirit, with
lots of laughs had by all. Congratulations to the
Bateup family who went back to back after also
winning the event last year. The hotly contested best
dressed award went to the Clift family.
Several of the girls who participate in the AbbSchool
Tennis program enter external tournaments throughout
the year.
• Lily Lin (Year 7), was runner up in Australian Under
12 Grasscourt National Championships held In
South Australia in April.
• Noemie Ah Chong (Year 9) had a great beginning to
the year in tournaments winning a NSW age event.
Unfortunately, Noemie has been injured for much of
the second half of the year.
• Sasha Nelson (Year 10) has had an excellent year
with her Australian ranking peaking at 153 down
from 193 this time last year. Sasha has also begun
playing some ITF tour events, which is the first
tier of the professional level tournaments. She has
had some great results this year winning some age
events as well as her magnificent result at Tildesley
where she was runner up.
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Robokids
In August, three teams of Years 5 and 6 girls who are
enrolled in the AbbSchool Robokids program attended
the RoboCup Junior NSW State Competition.
On arrival at the venue, the girls were shown to the
'students only' preparation area to do final rehearsals
and check the programs they had written for their
robot's performance.
Each team was scheduled to complete two
performances and have an interview with RoboCup
judges. We were filled with joy and relief as we watched
three perfect performances unfold, in the morning and
afternoon! In the interview, the girls had to present their
robots and log books and answer questions about their
coding blocks, sensors and motors.
At the end of the day the judges commended all our
girls on their performances and the way in which
they conducted themselves throughout the day.
Congratulations to all girls involved, a very successful
and rewarding day at our first RoboCup competition.

Literary
Festival
2018
‘The Story Within’ was the theme for this year’s
Abbotsleigh Literary Festival – a mammoth event that
engaged students and visitors of all ages. The festival
aims to foster a love of reading, to spark curiosity,
creativity and wonder, to help students to imagine
other places and worlds and to build connections with
community – both at Abbotsleigh and beyond.
This was the biggest Literary Festival we have ever
held in terms of the number of speakers and the
number of sessions our girls were offered. The quality
of the speakers was exceptional. Children from the
ELC and Transition to our girls in every year group
were privileged to work alongside authors, illustrators
and poets in workshops and seminars. Throughout the
festival, magic happened as every girl was inspired to
read more broadly, regularly and joyously, and try their
hand at drawing their favourite storybook characters –
or create their own.
The Abbotsleigh Literary Festival involves and is
dependent upon input from our entire community of
girls, educators and parents. When we work together
all involved are enriched and upheld.

GLOW
From aircraft stopping installations and brilliant
projects, to fantastic exhibitions, decorations, music,
performances and food, the annual GLOW Festival
was a wonderful celebration of learning. This year we
had all departments across the Senior School and
each Stage in the Junior School contribute projects for
display. The 25 works on display, which included eight
programs for active participation as well as creative
workshops, were a huge tribute to all our girls – from
the Senior School and Junior School, including the
Early Learning Centre. We showcased creative and
innovative thinking with all projects and highlighted
interdisciplinary learning in our STEAM projects. Girls
gave of their time and energy to make and serve food,
fundraising to support our clubs with the food stalls.
Special mention must go to the opening event, which
was the lighting of three 1000-foot beams shooting
into the sky. The creation of these light beams, which
were dubbed the 'Abbotsleigh Marker’ involved the
mentorship of past parent, Professor Barry Webb AM,
who worked with girls from the school’s stage and
lighting crew on site and at industry locations. Professor
Webb was integral in the design and engineering of the
lighting for the Sydney Olympics, street lighting of Anzac
Parade Canberra and worked with Jan Utzon for the
internal lighting at the Opera House.

TEDxYouth@
Abbotsleigh:
Abbotsleigh Girls Dare to Take Risks
This year saw Abbotsleigh hold its first ever TEDx
event. A student initiative, the dream of Year 11 student,
Natasha Huang, came alive on Monday 20 August.
Natasha, along with her committee of Clementine
Hobill Cole, Charlotte Deng, Elizabeth Flaherty, Ann
Guo, Winona Lu, Emily Ong, Nikita Sethi, Anna Verheul
and Rebecca Whittle, brought together an exciting day
of seven inspirational speakers, three performances
and two films, followed by a special school assembly.
The theme for the event was DARE and throughout the
day we heard from journalists, lawyers, photographers,
medical professionals and founders of not for profit
organisations. Each of our speakers embraced the
challenge to do something unconventional. Some
dared to achieve, some dared to fail, and some did
both. With the Service theme for the year being ‘Dare
to Grow’, DARE seemed a natural choice. In the words
of our student committee:
'At Abbotsleigh, being bold is a concept that we strive
for every day and our first ever TEDxYouth@Abbotsleigh
will bring the true essence of the word to the stage;
from speakers who've dared in their careers, dared to
follow a passion or dared to succeed against the odds.
Being largely student-driven and supported by teachers,
this event will also feature performances from within
our school community and be live streamed.
Daring is applicable in every facet of life, and so we
want our audience to come away from the experience
having been inspired by our speakers, stimulating
discussion and reflection on how they themselves may
have challenged assumptions or pushed themselves
into the unfamiliar.
We believe that there are infinite ways in which one
can dare to break boundaries. It’s time to embrace your
quirks and do the things that scare you. After all, only
those who dare, truly live.'
For our Year 11 committee, and the three guiding
teachers, Mrs Moffatt, Mr Ford and Miss Kobylinski,
running this project was an immense learning
experience – synthesising ideas, teamwork,
communication, technology and audio-visual skills,
staging, marketing, patience, grit and sheer courage.
Of course, these skills are ones which we encourage
every day in the classroom: thinking skills, development
of character and connectedness. When the opportunity
arises to apply these skills beyond the classroom,
it is one we seize. Deep learning comes from such
experiences; experiences where the risk is high and
our girls must tolerate ambiguity, where our girls are
unafraid to be awesome.
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Abbotsleigh
Hosted
Conferences
Early Learning in
the 21st Century:
The Changing Face of
Education
Abbotsleigh has hosted two conferences
this year. The first of these was in June
when Early Learning hosted a very successful
two-day conference which was live streamed
to our broader Abbotsleigh community. We
were fortunate to bring together leading
national and international thinkers who
provoked and inspired conversation around
the major forces shaping teaching and
learning in the 21st century.
Keynote speaker, Alise Shafer Ivey, spoke
about the intersection of curriculum and
teaching and suggested that finding the
balance is difficult and often elusive. She
questioned how schools can foster thinking
that recognises and embraces the great
complexities of life. She advocated that
we need to create citizens who can look
at things from different perspectives.
She was followed by speakers such as Dr
Alma Fleet, whose focus was on developing
learning dispositions, the promotion of
empathy and the pursuit of socially just
practice. Dr Kristy Goodwin provided the
participants with research-based information
about how technology is changing the ways

children learn and develop. She advocated
moderation and the need for adults to assist
children in creating a balanced relationship
with technology. Dr Cathie Harrison
emphasised the wellbeing of children,
relationships fostering care and compassion,
and the sustainability of the planet.
What was evident from all the speakers is
that children need time to foster complexity
in thinking in order to develop desirable
habits of mind.

Inspire Greatness 2018
In October, the Inspire Greatness conference
was held on the Junior School campus,
using the new Science/Maker Education
facilities. This two-day event for all teachers
across Australia highlighted the research
behind effective use of digital technologies,
demonstrated the latest trends in online
learning and discussed how to help students
thrive in a digital future.
A team of highly regarded national and
international speakers came together to
provoke conversations and professional
learning around the best way to engage
students in deep learning while using a
range of digital technologies. Presenters
included Dr Phil Lambert, Eddie Woo, Dr
Kristy Goodwin, Dr Bron Stuckey, Professor
Kalvin Gregory and Giancarlo Brotto.
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Robotics
Junior School
This year saw a team of 12 girls from Years 5 and
6 enter the Robocup Junior Competition at the
University of New South Wales, where the objective
was to encourage young people to take an interest in
scientific and technological fields and cultivate their
interest through robotic competitions and hands on
creation. The teams were required to design, build
and program a robot to dance to music. The girls and
their robots performed their routines and were
interviewed by judges throughout this exciting
event and had a wonderful time at our inaugural
participation in this competition.
Students: Isabelle Chi, Ana-Lei Elias, Emilia Grimes,
Ella Han, Amy Harrison, Luyan Jiang, Audrey Kennedy,
Laeticia Lin, Anqi (Angela) Lu, April McLeod, Sienna
Strong, Sophia Sun, Claire Wang

Senior School
ARTEMIS had an incredible 2018, daring to grow
in quality and quantity. We began the year by
establishing our new mission statement with the
help of FIRST Australia Director and Woodie Flowers
Award winning mentor, Luan Heimlich. Our aims to
incorporate STEM, a service mindset and gender
equality while promoting innovative learning led us
to the statement ‘STEM for a fairer world’.
We dared to try new engineering in the competition
robot, Fawkes. With the help of sponsorship by
Treotham, Fawkes could reach up over six feet to
drop off game pieces and used pneumatics for the
first time.
Since starting, team members have volunteered
more than 2,000 hours, presented at conferences,
demonstrated our robot at numerous school events
and established programs such as Project Athena
(educational workshops for Robotics teams) and
Project Demeter (establishing Robotics programs in
junior schools and encouraging participation through
holiday programs). These activities helped ARTEMIS
win the Inspiration Award at the Duel Down Under in
July, the most prestigious award in the competition,
for outreach, gracious professionalism and being a
role model team.

Over the Term 3 holidays and in Term 4, the team
hosted robocamps with the Starlight Foundation in
Sydney Children’s Hospital, competed in the FIRST
Tech Challenge for the first time and expanded our
FLL program to four teams. We aim to continue using
STEM to create a fairer world.
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STEAM
at Abbotsleigh

A new STEAM program has been written
for 2019, mapping the content for specific
curriculums and the General Capabilities
from the Australian Curriculum, equipping
young Australians to live and work
successfully in the 21st century.

This is the third iteration of the STEAM
program and there has been a significant
change in approach. A new program
was written for Year 7 2018 that mapped
the content not only to subject specific
outcomes but also the General Capabilities
from the Australian Curriculum. The General
Capabilities play a significant role in
equipping young Australians to live and work
successfully in the 21st century. This unit
focused on personal and social capability,
information and communication capability,
and critical and creative thinking capability.
Semester 1 culminated in a project-based
learning task where students applied these
new skills to a real-world scenario. Working
in teams they designed and built a model
of a bridge to be used as part of emergency
disaster relief efforts. The skills developed
in the unit of work are transferable
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across multiple contexts and were further
developed as students put them into practice
in the Term 3 STEAM project, To Zoo or
Not To Zoo. Mathematical and scientific
concepts were put into practice as they
designed animal enclosures for a new zoo.
The STEAM programs in the Junior
School have also been project-based and
incorporated the General Capabilities; in
particular, critical and creative thinking,
personal and social capability and work in
digital technologies. Year 3 students were
tasked with researching an animal as part of
their animal classifications unit in Science.
They worked in pairs to design and make a
miniature version of their chosen animal. The
features of the animal needed to be realistic
and based on research. Once constructed,
the models were housed in illuminated glass
jars that were displayed at GLOW.
Year 1 STEAM lessons focused on
discussions about the places people live.
They pondered why some students travel
further to school than others and what type
of places they live in. Infrastructure and
community needs were considered, leading
to the investigation 'How to design and make
the perfect town using Mathematics'. The
project allowed the girls to take the role of
town planner and to be hands-on designers.
Year 1 entered their investigation journal and
a sample map of a town in the Mathematics
Association of NSW Investigating with
Mathematics Research competition and
won second place in the state.

Year 5 was busy learning about tectonic
plates. Their project brief was to design
and create a model of a building that could
withstand an earthquake. They had the
opportunity to listen to a guest speaker,
architect Mr St Clair. In groups, the girls
then used their new knowledge to make
their buildings. Year 5 were lucky enough
to have Mr St Clair work with them through
this process. Throughout, the girls developed
their skills in collaboration. To quote Mr St
Clair, ‘An indication of true collaboration
is when no one remembers who thought of
what, instead it is an organic process where
we work towards a common goal.’
The Year 6 AbbKarts were again a hit as
girls designed and made billycarts around
the theme of ‘speed’. Documentation of the
design process including design inspiration,
initial sketches, testing of prototypes,
scientific and orthogonal drawings was an
integral part of this project.
Across all year levels there have been
STEAM projects undertaken of an
interdisciplinary nature that promote the
development of literacy, numeracy, creativity
and problem solving. Importantly, in the
Junior School, a separate STEAM time is now
scheduled for classes each week so that,
as well as working in an integrated manner,
the girls can explore the specific disciplines
highlighted in any design brief. In the Senior
School, this objective has been achieved
through the planning of whole day STEAM
incursions for Years 7 and 8.
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Global experiences

The Junior School
goes to China
The third study tour to China involved 32 girls
from Years 5 and 6, as well as their parents
on a trip of lifetime during the July holidays.
The tour started in Beijing, which was a
wonderful way of immersing the girls into the
Chinese culture through a two-night billeting
experience with host families from our sister
school, Yu Cai. The girls loved spending time
with their host families to better understand
their daily life. Beijing highlights also included
The Great Wall of China, which involved a
toboggan ride down from the wall, Tiananmen
Square, the Forbidden City, night markets and
bargain shopping.

A high speed train took us to Xian where
we saw the incredible Terracotta Warriors
and cycled along the ancient city wall. Of
course, Chengdu was a must on the itinerary
for the much anticipated opportunity to
view panda bears and their cubs. Our final
stop was Shanghai, and this year we added
a day at Disneyland to the itinerary, which
was, as expected, a huge success. Overall, it
was another fantastic tour of China with an
amazing group of girls and parents.
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Japanese Connections
in the Senior School
Our Japanese sister school from Osaka, Ohtani, visited
us in August and 16 students stayed with Abbotsleigh
host families. Ohtani first did homestay visits with us
in 1998 and these have continued nearly every other
year since then.
While the Ohtani girls were here, they had special
English lessons on two days, one lesson with their host
sisters on two days and two special lessons, Design and
Technology and Drama, which they enjoyed very much.
They performed a dance which they choreographed
themselves during assembly and this was very
enthusiastically received.
Abbotsleigh hosted some other international visitors
again this year. Fujimigaoka Girls High School from
Tokyo sent their second group of students and three
girls joined Year 10 classes in Term 1. They enjoyed
their life at Abbotsleigh as well as Year 10 camp in
Canberra. We also hosted four more Japanese schools
from one day visits to longer visits throughout the year.
These visits provide wonderful opportunities for our
visitors and our Abbotsleigh students to share in unique
cultural interactions and enhance the cultural vibrancy
of our school.
In April, a group of 14 very excited students led by
Mr and Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Sorrell left Sydney for
Abbotsleigh’s 10th trip to Japan.

Highlights of the tour included DisneySea and a bus
tour to Mt Fuji and Hakone. In Nagano we saw the
famous Japanese macaques, also known as snow
monkeys, as well as the beautiful cherry blossoms.
In Kanazawa the girls had hands-on experiences of
decorating a trinket box with gold leaf and wearing a
silk kimono. In Kyoto they saw the Fushimiinari Shrine,
Kiyomizudera Temple and Kinkakuji Temple and
experienced a traditional tea ceremony.
Before the girls start their homestay with Ohtani
families, many are often nervous, but once they jump
into a new family for several days they really enjoy this
experience, often don’t want to leave and many shed
tears when they finally say goodbye. It was exactly the
same this year!
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‘One’s destination is
never a place, but a
new way of seeing
things.’
- Henry Miller

Reciprocal Exchanges
with France and
Germany
Going on a reciprocal exchange to a non-English
speaking country for a 10-12 week stay and attending
schools very different from their own is one way of
empowering our Abbotsleigh girls to become more
self-sufficient, develop increased self-confidence and
gain a broader view of our world and its many cultures.
Our Abbotsleigh girls’ love of the French or German
language is what pushes them every year to apply
to go on exchange. They are supported by their
Australian families who are willing to host a French
or a German student for a term and therefore,
Abbotsleigh parents play a huge part in the success
of the overall exchange experience.
This year, seven Year 10 French students (the highest
number we have ever had) and four Year 10 German
students headed to France and Germany after their
Term 4 examinations. They were hosted by French
or German families and reunited with their exchange
partner with whom they are attending school.

While on exchange our students gain so much more
than just practising their foreign language skills. They
discover a new way of life, gain some independence,
build new relationships, spend some holiday time with
their host families and hopefully laugh at language
misunderstandings. They learn a lot about themselves
as they have to adapt quickly to a new school system,
a new family dynamic and may face situations that
make them feel out of their comfort zone. However,
what may feel challenging at times makes them
stronger and makes them feel a sense of personal
pride when they return to Australia.
Our Abbotsleigh exchange students will come back
to Australia mid or late January with a new outlook
on life, a new appreciation for other cultures and also
a new appreciation for their country of origin, their
family and what makes Australia special to them.
We are proud of our language students who ‘dare to
grow’ and come back to us enriched by their cultural
experience and better equipped as world citizens.

Grace Cossington Smith
Gallery
The gallery has continued to embed itself into the
fabric of our local community, the school curriculum
and to enhance learning opportunities within the
Visual Arts faculty program.
Exhibitions in the gallery created opportunities for
learners to have a meaningful engagement with
ideas. The gallery flourishes in inspiring teachers
and students to embrace various learning styles
within the gallery environment. Exhibitions integrate
multiple learning outcomes, aim to cultivate informed,
contextual and particular understandings through art,
and when possible, include artworks that address and
benefit varied syllabus links and interests.
Several exhibitions this year provided close links
to our community. The new annual exhibition ART
NORTH welcomed 35 Year 12 artists from 15 Hornsby
and Ku-ring-gai secondary schools, revealing the
excellence in Art education in our region. The
Unisson Disability exhibition provided connection
with the artists and teachers from this creative area
of disability services. Both these exhibitions were
supported by distinguished guests from state and
local government.
The gallery has sparked interest from schools across
Australia and welcomed visitors from Brisbane Girls
Grammar and Wesley College Melbourne. Of particular
interest is the gallery organisation and the role of
exhibitions in education. Tertiary students have used
the gallery program as a basis for their academic study
and we have been delighted at the group visits from
retirement homes and local dementia day care groups.
The beautiful gallery space provided the location
for events such as Lunar Calendar Morning Tea, Old
Girls’ Card Day, Years 7 and 8 Parent Afternoon Tea,
Music Soirée, the Literary Festival and the Inspiring
Greatness conference.

GCSG EXHIBITIONS 2018
Casting Light (January/February) was a survey of
painting, drawing and ceramics by Canadian born
artist Paul S Miller, who has lived with Parkinson's
disease for more than 16 years. Miller maintains a
vibrant art practice with recent techniques in egg
tempera requiring an exactness of carefully observed
details in the finest brushstrokes.
ART NORTH (March) was an exhibition that will
now be an annual feature of the gallery calendar.
Consisting of art works by 2017 HSC students from
schools in the Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Shires, the
exhibition celebrated the artistic strength of student
art in Sydney’s North Shore.
Of Land, Sea and Sky (April) presented artworks in
paint, paper and ceramics from Unisson Disability
artists. Unisson Disability Art Studios provide a
supportive and dynamic arts-focused environment
where individuals with disability can explore their
creativity across various mediums.
An Empire of Things (April/May) artists responded to
ideas about still life from environmental degradation to
the pervasive influence of technology on everyday life.
Anzac Illustrated (June) honoured the ANZAC centenary.
Books Illustrated in Melbourne presented original
illustrations from Australian picture books capturing
the theme of war and the ANZAC spirit. The exhibition
accompanied the Abbotsleigh Literary Festival.
Music Box (July) was an exhibition from 24 artists,
members of the group The Print Circle established in
1970. Showcasing the work of women artists dedicated
to printmaking, the exhibition was themed around
music within life.
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Sentient Visibility (August) was a group exhibition
from emerging, mid-career and established artists
exploring the use of traces as indicators of both the
present and the past, exploring temporality, identity,
and memory on a sensory level.
ArtsFest (August), presented by the APA, included an
exhibition and silent auction of student collaborative
artworks (ELC-Year 11), a cocktail evening and sale of 100
mystery masterpieces (by staff, students, Old Girls and
the community) and a Saturday art and food market.
HSC Showcase (August) provided this year’s 36 Year
12 Visual Arts students with a professionally hung
exhibition of their HSC Body of Work.
Unconscious Places: Photography and History
(September) featured photographs by four
contemporary photographers engaging with themes
of place and location including urban-scape, country
landscape, remote environments.
Lifeblood – Sq1@GCSGallery (October) exhibited
a snapshot of the diverse creative community of
artists working at Square 1 Studios in Alexandria,
some of Sydney's best known sculptors, cartoonists,
painters, installation artists, product designers, writers
and ceramicists.
Grace Cossington Smith art award (November)
returned in 2018 in a new form: a biennial prize with
three categories – the Grace Cossington Smith award,
a local artist award and an early career artist award.
The judges selected 37 finalists from more than 375
entries, including three Old Girls.
Abbotsleigh Art Collection (December) went on
display for the first time. This growing collection has
been gifted through straight donation or through the
Australian Governments Cultural Gift program to
create a significant educational resource. Artists
include Grace Cossington Smith, Thea Proctor,
Jeffrey Smart, Margaret Olley, Judy Cassab, Joshua
Smith, Neville Cayley, Marian Clarke, Rew Hanks,
Michael Kempson, Margaret Woodward, Maryanne
Coutts and many others.

Community
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Another bustling year of wonderful events and activities
in and around the Abbotsleigh community created
some very memorable moments.
The year kicked off with our popular ‘Twilight on
the Plaza’ where Headmistress Mrs Megan Krimmer
welcomed nearly 500 parents and staff for a delightful
evening filled with beautiful music from our talented
students, great food and a wonderful opportunity for our
parent community to reconnect and meet new friends.
In February, we celebrated the Lunar Calendar New
Year with a festive morning tea. A happy crowd marked
the event with delicious Chinese treats in the Grace
Cossington Smith Gallery. Many of our boarder parents
returned in March for the annual Boarder Parent
Roundup. It was beautiful evening that also allowed the
boarding community to formally farewell Rochelle Wiley,
Head of Boarding. The Abbotsleigh Boarder Parents’
Association meets regularly with the Headmistress and
Head of Boarding. This open communication ensures the
best possible care for our girls living away from home.
The Abbotsleigh Christian Fellowship (ACF) again met
once a term to strengthen our Christian Purpose and
pray for the School.

The inaugural Dazzle and Dine Ball was held in the
Crystal Ballroom at Luna Park, where more than 260
guests enjoyed ‘a night at the Oscars’. Hosted by Old
Girl Edwina Bartholomew, the event raised more than
$151,000 profit to support the means-tested Kathleen
McCredie Scholarship and Indigenous Scholarships.
Guests heard how these scholarships truly changed
the lives of Hannah Hilton (Ranby, 2013), one of
Abbotsleigh’s first Indigenous scholars, and Rani West,
a 2016 Kathleen McCredie Scholarship recipient.
The entire school community once again got behind the
McGrath Foundation’s ‘Pull on Your Socks’ campaign
with 426 pairs of socks worn with pride at Saturday
Sport. Money raised goes towards funding Breast Care
Nurses who provide invaluable support and care breast
cancer suffers.

Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association
The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association, led by President
Kathy Campbell and her wonderful committee,
supported a number of events raising funds and
building community spirit.
A new event on the APA calendar, ArtsFest was a
unique event over which the whole Abbotsleigh
community really came together. The intention of
ArtsFest was to engage parents with the Grace
Cossington Smith Gallery in a new way. The event
comprised different components, commencing with a
champagne viewing evening of a selection of ‘Mystery
Masterpieces’, where 100 artworks were available for
$100 each. The artists’ identities (from the famous to
the not so) remained a mystery until after purchase.
Additionally, the exhibition included collection of
collaborative artworks sold at auction, with works
contributed to by students from the ELC through to Year
11. A buzzing art and food market rounded out the event
on the final day. The beneficiary aim of ArtsFest was
to raise funds to establish an Arts Residency Program
for the Visual Arts, Design and Technology and Music
Departments, with a total of $8,471 raised.
The APA’s wonderful team of Parent Reps contributed
to the smooth running of Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day
Breakfasts, plus year group Mother or Father and
Daughter Breakfasts, where the Year 9 event included a
three-legged race and the Year 12 event concluded with
a tug o’ war between the girls and their dads. The Year 4
Father Daughter is always a magical evening and the Year
5 Father Bush Dance is an event of boot scootin’ fun.
The year group Parent Reps also organised activities
including morning coffees, lunches and dinners, high
teas, picnics and cocktail parties, Treetops adventure
afternoons, Korean barbecues, barefoot bowling and an
80s disco.
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Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union
The focus of 2018 for the Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union
was the 110th Anniversary of the AOGU, celebrated
with the theme ‘110 years of building connections’ with
special events, a Back to Junior School Day and the
110th Gala Anniversary events to mark the occasion.
Former Headmistress and Old Girl Miss Kathleen
McCredie AM (1944/45) celebrated her 90th year.
The AOGU commissioned Rebecca Baillie (1989) and
Melissa Slattery (Walsh, 1977) to produce an oral history
and video on her life, which was shown at several
events and reunions.
The year started with the Tildesley Shield tennis
tournament turning 100. Although wet weather
hampered play, a number of Old Girls who had played
in the tournament over the years attended the special
morning tea and joined in the festivities.
Reunions were held far and wide this year. The
Headmistress, Mrs Megan Krimmer, and the Deputy
Headmistress, Mrs Victoria Rennie (Gosper, 1987),
attended reunions in San Francisco, New York and
London. These biennial reunions continue to grow in
popularity. Regional reunions were held in the Canberra
district, Queensland and Central West NSW, attended
by girls spanning many decades at Abbotsleigh. We also

saw a number of decade and half decade reunions. In all,
the Old Girls Relations Office assisted with 16 reunions
and nine AOGU events during the year connecting with
approximately 1,500 Old Girls face to face.
Social media presence has expanded with the addition
of an Old Girls Instagram account and engagement on
other platforms continues to grow.
Old Girls guest speakers strengthened the link between
the current students and the Old Girl community: Katie
Rigg Smith (1986) spoke on International Women’s
Day; Belinda Murrell (Humphrey, 1981) opened the
Literary Festival, Miss Kathleen McCredie AM spoke
at the School’s Birthday Assembly and Emma Watson
(2010), Mahlia Peachey (2015) and Haliala’i Dowsett
(2010) spoke at regular assemblies. Jacqui Orme (2015)
shared her journey of cervical cancer at the age of
18 at the lunch for the Class of 2018; Lucy Addario
(Surgeon, 1993) told her story as Executive Producer
for Home and Away at the Mother Daughter Dinner;
Nutritionist Louise Edney (Fritschy, 1986) spoke about
gut health and happiness at the Networking Dinner and
Andrea Hull AO (1965) challenged us to think about the
interconnectivity of Australian and world events at the
Networking Breakfast. Additionally, more than 60 Old
Girls shared their collective experience at the School’s
annual Careers Evening.

HSC 2018 Results
It is with great excitement that we share with you our
Year 12 girls’ exceptional HSC results. We congratulate
each girl and every member of Abbotsleigh staff for
their incredible dedication and hard work. Rising to
the challenge of their theme, ‘Dare to Grow’, our Year
12 girls have demonstrated the value of taking risks,
learning from mistakes, working collaboratively and
striving to achieve their personal best in every endeavour.
Continuing to be engaged in myriad activities alongside
their studies, 2018 Year 12 girls have exercised strong and
inspiring leadership and have left a great legacy for the
girls who will follow in their footsteps.
Annabel Brentnall has had extensive involvement
in cocurricular activities including drama, sport,
music, Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, CRU and
service. Embedding the theme ’Dare to Grow’ into the
Abbotsleigh vocabulary during her tenure as Head
Prefect for 2017/18, Annabel modelled positivity, a
growth mindset, a willingness to make mistakes and
achieved an outstanding ATAR of 99.35. Hannah Loh
has been an exemplary student, contributing as an
active learner within the classroom and in the broader
life of the School through music and service. Hannah
was the recipient of the Centenary Prize for Dux of
the School this year. An accelerant Mathematics
student, Hannah achieved an exceptional ATAR of
99.95. Natasha Ramsden is an elite sportswoman
and excellent scholar who has represented NSW and
Australia in swimming. She has contributed swimming
at Abbotsleigh through her involvement in IGSSA
and mentoring younger swimmers and led younger
students through her role as Year 7/8 Prefect. Natasha’s
varied pattern of study saw her achieve an ATAR of
97.65. Olivia Taylor, a boarder from Goulburn, has
been an accomplished all-rounder and Head Boarder
Prefect in 2017/18. Olivia has participated in a broad

range of activities and service clubs and represented
Abbotsleigh at a high level in public speaking, debating,
cross country and gymnastics and competed at State
and National levels in snow sports. An excellent
scholar, Olivia was rewarded with an ATAR of 99.65.

Top achievers
Students who achieved a state ranking in a course.
• Annabel Brentnall 17th in English (Advanced)
• Sarah Chang 1st in Music 2 and 1st in Music
Extension
• Maya Cook 7th in Visual Arts
• Emma Downham 7th in Business Studies
• Nicola Humphries 7th in Design and Technology
• Jacinta Lin 1st in Latin Extension and 4th in
Latin Continuers
• Hannah Loh 14th in Biology
• Elizabeth Luu 8th in Design and Technology
• Yunyi (Winnie) Yuan 5th in Earth and
Environmental Science

Outstanding results by subject
• 100% in the top band: Chinese Continuers, 		
Chinese Extension, French Extension, Japanese 		
Beginners, Latin Continuers, Latin Extension
• 100% in the top two bands: Design and
Technology, Drama, English Extension 1, 			
English Standard, German Extension, Geography, 		
Music 1, Music 2, Music Extension, Software 		
Design and Development,Studies of Religion 1
• 90% or more of the Abbotsleigh candidature 		
in the top two bands: Business Studies, English 		
Advanced, History Extension, Mathematics 		
Extension 1, Mathematics Extension 2, 			
Mathematics General 2, Modern History, PDHPE, 		
Visual Arts

2018 Student showcases
ARTEXPRESS NOMINATIONS
Selected
• Ruby Denning – Pastoral
Armageddon
• Annabelle Andrew – Homeless
• Tayla Brummer – Nocturne
• Maya Cook – Therapy Dog: My
Mum’s Battle with Breast Cancer
• Verity Heath – Distant Lands
• Athena Kam – Techtopia: AI
(artificial intelligence) is coming,
but should you be worried?
• Tiana Malhotra – No Blame
Big Boys. My Grandmother’s
True Story
• Ilona Martens – Virtual Playground
• Natasha Ramsden – Surrender to
the Flow
• Rebekah Underwood – In the
Depths

Selected
• Mi-Yeon (Mia) Armsworth – How
many fingers do I see?
• Katherine Darwell – Wrapped –
concealing is revealing
• Jaimee Fischer – Resilience
ENCORE NOMINATIONS
• Shannon Chan
• Cheryl Kwon
• Scarlet Lindsay
• Sophie Looi
• Ella Ryan
Selected
• Sarah Chang
ONSTAGE NOMINATIONS
• Abigail Coffey – Chairman Mao is
Watching
• Isabelle Ellerker – Agnes of God

• Zara Thompson – Belize Group
performance
• Annabelle Brentnall – Guilty
• Sophie Hyde – Guilty
• Megan Jones – Guilty
• Eliza O’Connell – Guilty
• Charlotte Raftesath – Guilty
SHAPE NOMINATIONS
• Renee Crofts
• Jaimee Fischer
• Verity Heath
• Nicola Humphries
• Gabrielle Irving
• Elizabeth Luu
• Ilona Martens
• Anthea Tang
• Leah Williams
Selected
• Sophie Evennett
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Band Summaries 2018
Subject

BAND 6

BAND 5

BAND 4

# Students

% Abb

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

Ancient History

21

28.57

9.51

47.62

26.59

23.81

26.5

Biology

51

39.22

8.69

49.02

28.18

11.76

32.98

Business Studies

42

40.48

8.35

50

28.61

9.52

27.36

Chemistry

48

18.75

9.19

54.17

32.89

25

27.6

Chinese Continuers

2

100

44.82

0

41.95

0

10.91

Design & Technology

12

83.33

11.79

16.67

34.9

0

36.62

Drama

22

45.45

13.79

54.55

28.58

0

39.63

Earth & Environmental Science

11

36.36

5.36

45.45

32.32

18.18

32.7

Economics

37

21.62

13.13

62.16

33.26

10.81

25.72

English Advanced

137

52.55

13.75

45.26

48.86

1.46

27.73

English Standard

14

7.14

0.85

92.86

14.21

0

35.19

English as a Second Language

7

28.57

3.09

57.14

22.3

14.29

31.11

French Continuers

6

50

28.93

33.33

35.22

0

24.68

Geography

35

37.14

8.25

62.86

34.93

0

30.02

German Continuers

4

0

27.86

75

29.5

25

31.69

Japanese Beginners

2

100

14.12

0

30.6

0

26.45

Latin Continuers

2

100

50

0

36.53

0

10.89

Mathematics

78

51.28

22.46

29.49

29.34

15.38

25.94

Mathematics General 2

53

41.51

6.54

49.06

20.1

7.55

26

Modern History

66

37.88

10.44

53.03

31.38

9.09

29.06

Music 1

6

83.33

20.99

16.67

43.51

0

25.3

Music 2

11

81.82

41.63

18.18

49.79

0

8.29

PDHPE

30

70

6.71

26.67

26.4

3.33

27.43

Physics

21

19.05

9.53

47.62

24.26

33.33

31.23

Software Design and Development

6

33.33

13.34

66.67

23.57

0

28.01

Studies of Religion I

5

40

8.98

60

27.74

0

33.64

Studies of Religion II

19

26.32

6.63

63.16

34.34

10.53

29.62

Visual Arts

36

72.22

12.34

25

40.94

2.78

38.32

BAND E4
Subject

BAND E3

Number of Students

% Abb

% NSW

% ABB

% NSW

Chinese Extension

1

100

70.58

0

29.41

English Extension 1

39

76.92

37.83

23.08

57.6

English Extension 2

18

22.22

16.59

66.67

54.53

French Extension

1

100

38.41

0

43.7

German Extension

2

0

36.58

100

60.97

History Extension

27

29.63

23.64

62.96

55.04

Latin Extension

2

100

85.1

0

13.82

Mathematics Extension 1

64

50

32.84

42.19

46.76

Mathematics Extension 2

31

19.35

33.19

77.42

52.22

Music Extension

8

87.5

66.96

12.5

29.04

NAPLAN 2018
YEAR 3
Lower bands
combined %

Band 4 (%)

Band 5(%)

Band 6 (%)

Higher bands
combined %

0

9

12.8

78.2

91

23.9

20.2

24.7

31.2

55.9

* SSSG

6.3

11.2

23

59.5

82.5

Abbotsleigh

1.3

6.4

34.6

57.7

92.3

State

26.6

24.3

36

13.1

49.1

SSSG

7.6

15.4

46.4

30.6

77

Abbotsleigh

2.5

10.3

16.7

70.5

87.2

State

26.1

21

25

27.9

52.9

SSSG

8.5

16.6

27.5

47.4

74.9

Abbotsleigh

3.8

5.1

5.2

85.9

91.1

State

24.9

23.2

16.9

35

51.9

SSSG

7.1

14.7

16.5

61.7

78.2

Abbotsleigh

1.3

10.3

17.9

70.5

88.4

State

28.8

26.5

25.7

19

44.7

SSSG

6.9

17.7

32.5

42.9

75.4

Lower bands
combined %

Band 6 (%)

Band 7 (%)

Band 8 (%)

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

5.8

16.5

28.2

49.5

77.7

State

36.2

23.8

20.9

19.1

40

SSSG

10

18.7

27

44.3

71.3

Abbotsleigh

6.9

25.5

34.3

33.3

67.6

State

56.2

27.2

11.5

5.1

16.6

SSSG

28.6

34.3

23

14.1

37.1

Abbotsleigh

1.9

14.6

25.2

58.3

83.5

State

31

31.1

22.7

15.2

37.9

SSSG

12.8

26.8

31.1

29.3

60.4

Abbotsleigh

2.9

10.7

13.6

72.8

86.4

State

32.7

29.1

18.1

20.1

38.2

SSSG

11.1

22.6

24

42.3

66.3

Abbotsleigh

2.9

14.6

26.2

56.3

82.5

State

41.1

25.9

19.7

13.3

33

SSSG

12.4

23.1

30.4

34.1

64.5

Subject
Reading

Abbotsleigh
State

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

YEAR 5
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

* Statistically Similar Schools Group
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YEAR 7
Lower bands
combined %

Band 7 %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Higher bands
combined %

Abbotsleigh

6.4

15.1

22.7

55.8

93.6

State

41.3

27.2

18.9

11.8

57.9

SSSG

13.1

25

29.8

28.1

82.9

Abbotsleigh

15.2

18

33.1

23.3

74.4

State

53.4

9.6

4.2

3.5

17.3

SSSG

28.6

24.8

25.4

8.1

58.3

Abbotsleigh

8.7

15.1

27.9

48.3

91.3

State

37.5

25.9

22.9

1.6

50.4

SSSG

16.4

25.6

32.4

23.1

81.1

Abbotsleigh

8.7

18.6

15.1

57.6

91.3

State

42.1

26.5

5.4

4.7

36.6

SSSG

16.6

25.3

24.3

29.6

79.2

Abbotsleigh

5.3

13.5

22.7

58.7

94.9

State

39.2

28.7

17.7

13.5

59.9

SSSG

10

25.3

29

30.9

85.2

Lower bands
combined %

Band 8 %

Band 9 %

Band 10 %

Band 8 to 10
combined %

Abbotsleigh

6.7

23.8

32.9

36.6

93.3

State

45

30.1

16.6

8.2

54.9

SSSG

13.4

33.5

30.4

19.7

83.6

Abbotsleigh

21.3

29.7

24.2

24.8

78.7

State

52.3

23.5

9.3

5.2

38

SSSG

28.8

31.1

16.7

11.4

59.2

Abbotsleigh

11.3

28.5

32.1

28.5

89.1

State

43.3

29.2

18.8

8.1

56.1

SSSG

21.1

32.6

30.2

16

78.8

Abbotsleigh

7.9

26.7

32.1

33.3

92.1

State

43.5

29.3

17.8

8.9

56

SSSG

21.3

29.9

27.1

21.6

78.6

Abbotsleigh

3.6

13.4

25.6

57.3

96.3

State

43.3

26.1

17.4

13

56.5

SSSG

11.3

25.4

30.8

32.4

88.6

Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

YEAR 9
Subject
Reading

Writing

Spelling

Grammar and
punctuation

Numeracy

Competition Results
62

Junior School
The International Competitions and Assessments
for Schools (ICAS) awards
ENGLISH
Years 3-6 participated
- 15 high distinctions
- 65 distinctions
- 124 credits
- 34 merits
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Yeas 4-6 participated
- 7 high distinctions
- 41 distinctions
- 105 credits
- 36 merits
MATHEMATICS
Years 2-6 participated
- Three medals (Olivia Hilz, Amber Li, Neomi Verma)
- 23 high distinctions
- 72 distinctions
- 141 credits
- 31 merits
SCIENCE
Years 3-6 participated
- One medal (Charlotte Parasyn)
- 7 high distinctions

Debating
ISDA
Abbotsleigh Junior School entered two primary teams
into the ISDA Debating Competition. This competition
sees Sydney’s leading independent schools compete
over seven preliminary rounds. Our Primary B team
were Runners Up in their division.
Primary A Team
Isabella Bradford, Alice Harrington, Katherine Ly,
Annelise McCormick, Emma Tan, Sara Shah, Anica Wong
Coach: Terence Duggan
Primary B Team
Imogen Beletich, Xanthe Beletich, Arya Gunalingam,
Lily Thornthwaite, Natasha Ton, Isabelle Wong,
Corinne Zhou
Coach: Sophie Ray
SDN
Abbotsleigh Junior School entered two primary teams
into the SDN Debating Competition. This competition
sees eight schools from the North Shore compete over
seven preliminary rounds. Our Primary B Team went
on to win the Grand Final against St Ignatius’ College
Riverview debating the topic, ‘Toys that look like
weapons should not be banned’.
Primary A Team
Sophia Chi, Sally Liu, Katherine Ly, Annelise
McCormick, Camille Murray, Emma Tan, Sophie Watson
Coach: Terence Duggan
Primary B Team
Maxine Abdel Sayed, Alexandra Balog, Poppy Burton,
Katie Lee, Sara Shah, Sophia Sun, Alicia To
Coach: Sophie Ray

- 67 distinctions

Mathematics Olympiad

- 110 credits

YEAR 4

- 31 merits
WRITING
Years 3-6 participated
- 12 high distinctions
- 73 distinctions
- 111 credits
- 31 merits

- Reena Du and Amber Li placed in the top 20%
YEAR 5
- Sophie Choi and Annie Zhang placed in the top 10%
- An additional 12 girls placed in the top 25%
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YEAR 6
- Emma Tan placed in the top 2%
- Alice Zhang, Ameya Reddy, Sophia Sun, Stella
Aung, Sophia Chi, Laeticia Lin, Anica Wong,
Imogen Beletich, Arya Gunalingam, Alyssa Sor,
Emily Sor, Danielle Wu placed in the top 10%
- An additional 26 girls placed in the top 25%
MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE FOR YOUNG
AUSTRALIANS
Middle Primary
6 distinctions
Upper Primary
45 distinctions
STANSW YOUNG SCIENTIST COMPETITION
Neomi Verma (Year 3) was awarded equal first place
in the Years 3-4 MANSW Working Mathematically
Award for her research on ‘Can all symmetrical shapes
be used to pave the backyard surface?’ Neomi was
also awarded first place for the Sebel Testing and
Evaluation Award. This is a special prize awarded to
the person who has had the highest level of quality
control during the testing process.
MANSW
Year 1 was awarded second place for the project,
How to Design and Make the Perfect Town using
Mathematics.
BRAINWAYS QUEST COMPETITION
The Brainways Quest Competition focuses on
creativity, problem-solving and teamwork.
Team 1 placed first in Mathematics, Science and
Humanities and were awarded overall Brainways
Champions for their age category.
Team members: Neave Bailey (Year 3), Hailey Chan
(Year 2), Neomi Verma (Year 3).
Team 2 placed third in Mathematics, Science and
Humanities.
Team members: Alma Zentner-Pitman (2G), Arielle Han
(3L) and Audrey Li (3L).
Both teams qualified for the national final in
December where Team 1 placed first in Science in the
Years 1-3 category.
THE QUEEN’S COMMONWEALTH ESSAY
COMPETITION
This competition is the world’s oldest international
writing competition for schools. Abbotsleigh Junior
School submitted 28 entries from Years 3-6 on
the theme of ‘Towards a Common Future’, and the
following students were awarded certificates:

Gold
Alexandra Balog, Camille Murray
Silver
Matilda Brown, Audrey Li, Sally Liu, Katherine Ly,
Sara Shah, Lily Thornthwaite, Natasha Ton,
Anica Wong, Tasha Wong
Bronze
Desiree Daher, Jacinta Mak, Ameya Reddy,
Imogen Robertson
MINIMUS MYTHOLOGY COMPETITION
The 2018 Minimus Mythology Competition on theme
‘Peleus and Thetis’ invited children from around the
world who study Latin with the best-selling Minimus
textbook to submit creative writing or art projects. The
following girls were awarded prizes:
SPECIAL PRIZES
Alicia To (Creative Writing)
Individual Prizes
Alexandra Balog (Art), Camille Murray (Art)
Runner-up Prizes
Sophia Chi (Art), Jasmine Hing (Creative Writing),
Sally Lui (Art), Phoebe Lim (Art), Katherine Ly
(Creative Writing), Annelise McCormack (Art)
THE AMERICAN CLASSICAL LEAGUE NATIONAL
MYTHOLOGY EXAM
This is an international competition for students in
Years 5-12. More than 10,000 students from 400+
schools from around the world enter annually.
Students had to prepare two set texts: Homer’s
Odyssey Book X (Fitzgerald Translation, unabridged)
and D'Aulaires Book of Greek Myths. This was our
inaugural entry in the competition.
Gold Medallion (a perfect score)
Jasmine Hing, Anica Wong, Phoebe Lim, Danielle Wu,
Annelise McCormick, Poppy Burton, Jade Liang
Silver Medallion
Emma Tan, Sophia Chi, Katherine Ly, Imogen Beletich,
Camille Murray, Emily Sor, Stella Aung, Alexandra
Balog, Arya Gunalingam, Sally Liu, Natasha Ton
Bronze Medallion
Alicia To, Sara Shah, Isabella Bradford, Laeticia Lin
The Whitlam Institute What Matters?
writing competition
Shortlisted candidates: Imogen Beletich and Katie Lee
The Mosman Youth Awards in Literature
Shortlisted candidate: Jasmine Hing
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Senior School
Drama
SPORT FOR JOVE SHAKESPEARE CARNIVAL
REGIONAL CARNIVAL
Duologue and Shakespeare Scene Sections: On
4 June Abbotsleigh was represented in these sections
respectively by Claudia Elbourne (Year 10) and Katie
Ord (Year 11) in Act 3 Sc. 4 from Hamlet, and by Siena
Bolger, Ilaria Calo, Portia Donaldson, Bronte Garside,
Adelaide Taylor (Year 10) in an all-female interpretation
of their scene, Act 1 Sc. 3, from Macbeth.
State carnival
Duologue: On 1 July Claudia Elbourne (Year 10) as
Queen Gertrude and Katie Ord (Year 11) as Hamlet
represented Abbotsleigh with their duologue from
Act 3 Sc. 4 from Hamlet. Their work together received
a Highly Commended in the overall competition.
AbbLib Theatresports
Year 7 team Anais Bolger and Amadea Luong
(co-captains), Eva Bates, Nell Nesci and
Ella-Louise Wallich took out the trophy. This is
the first time a Year 7 team has won this annual
Middle School Competition.
HISTORY
The History Department had great success in a
significant Australia wide History competition this
year. Winona Lu, from Year 11 was awarded first
place in NSW for her essay in the Simpson Prize.
She submitted a soundly researched and thoughtful
argument in response to the question ‘To what extent
could 1918 be considered a year of victory for Australia
and its people?’

Her prize was a trip to Canberra and a two week
trip to the important ANZAC battlefield sites on the
Western Front in France incorporating Anzac Day
commemoration services. She returned to School
having gained a unique understanding of World War I
from an Australian soldier’s perspective.
LANGUAGES
Abbotsleigh French, German, Latin, Chinese and
Japanese students participated in the annual
Language Perfect World Championships which took
place in May for 10 days. Nearly one and a half million
questions were answered by languages students
who spent about 2,000 hours online learning their
respective languages.
Abbotsleigh came first overall in NSW for a school in
the 501-1,000 students’ category and came ninth in the
world overall. Our Latin students achieved third
in Australia.
Many girls achieved Emerald and Elite awards for more
than 5,000 and 10,000 points respectively. Monique
Nicholls (Year 10) German was our overall winner with
20,173 points from answering 48,210 questions!
Tracy Fu (Year 7) won the first prize in the Overseas
Chinese Creative Writing Competition (teenager group).
Year 10 German students participated in an
Unternehmen Deutsch competition where they
researched German companies in Australia and
discovered where their language skills could be
useful in German enterprises.
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MATHEMATICS
Competition Name

Year groups
participating/number of
students involved

Australian
Mathematics
Competition

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

156
132
94
95
75

UNSW School
Mathematics
Competition

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

7
7
6
7

UNSW ICAS
Mathematics
Competition

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

Mathematics Olympiad

Results – HD,
D, C etc number
only – no names

Any special mentions,
trophies, scholarships or
awards? (name names)

HD 9
D 110
C 227

Best in School Award
Arwyn Stone
Jessica Wu
Maggie Sun

C

1

169
155
161
156

HD
D
C

29
143
219

Year 7
Year 8

95
75

Top 10%
Top 11%-25%

Abbotsleigh
Mathematics
Challenge

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

87
72
48

HD 36
D
30

CAT Computational
and Algorithmic
Thinking

Year 7
Year

93
62

HD 6
D
20
C
69

Australian
Intermediate
Mathematics Olympiad

Year 9

10

C

Principal’s Award
Chloe Lam (Year 8)
Lindsey Kim (Year 8)
26
60
Year 10 Prize: Lauren Sung
Year 9 Prize: Holly Yang
Year 8 Prize: Annika Gunesekere

4

MUSIC

ICAS SCIENCE COMPETITION

Abbotsleigh continues to lead the way in Music
excellence, building on the success of our 2017 HSC
Music results (first in Music 2 and Extension) with
individual performance stand outs such as: Sarah
Chang (finalist in the KPO Secondary Schools’
Concerto Competition, Kendall National Violin
Competition Finalist) and Jessica Ma (1st place
Cleveland Institute of Music Summer School, 1st
place Music Festival Guimarães, Portugal). Our
individual instrumental program continues to shine
with Abbotsleigh being once again named as one of
the top five AMEB schools.

665 entered from Years 7-11

SCIENCE

Waiwai Yeap and Rebecca Whittle (both Year 11)
were awarded Principal’s Awards to acknowledge
their exceptional results of the previous five
years. Results in 2018 are excellent and show an
improvement from 2017.
- 21 high distinctions
- 112 distinctions
- 221 credits
RACI CHEMISTRY QUIZ
252 entered from Years 9 - 11

BIG SCIENCE COMPETITION

• 15 high distinctions

324 entered from Years 7-9. The results achieved in
2018 are exceptional.

• 32 distinctions

- 30 high distinctions
- 76 distinctions
- 95 credits

• 41 credits

66

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY GIFTED AND
TALENTED
In November of 2017, 25 girls in Years 8 and 9
attempted the very challenging qualifying examination
for the University of Sydney gifted and talented
program run during the June/July holiday of 2018.
Four students achieved in the top 4% of the entry
and in March 2018 were invited to attend. An
outstanding result was achieved by Anousheh
Moonen in Year 9 who ranked equal first overall
from more than 1,500 entries.
SOCIAL SCIENCES
The Year 9 and 10 Elective Geography classes
achieved outstanding results in the Australian
Geography Competition with one student placing
in the top 1% of the competition.

Alicia Chiu (Year 9) was selected to exhibit her work
in Moscow and in the Moscow State Library and
was filmed by Russian television doing Chinese ink
paintings in local streets.

Three Year 11 Business Studies groups made the
finals of the Commonwealth Bank Plan Your Own
Enterprise Competition, competing against University
students. This is a fantastic achievement for those
students and teachers.

Sport

TAS
Ainslie Wong (Year 10) and Olivia Lee (Year 10) were
selected as one of four NSW finalists in the NRMA
Future Transport Challenge. Olivia and Ainslie had
an idea to remove vehicles from the 2000 postcode
area and return streets to green zones, introduce
public transport options and parking areas outside
the restricted area. Their idea is called FLOW. The
students were required to submit an executive
summary that included research data to support the
issue and their idea, as well as generate ideas. They
also had to promote and communicate the situation
and solution via a PowerPoint elevator pitch. Olivia and
Ainslie presented their pitch to a panel of judges and
student audience at the Youth Eco Summit on Tuesday
4 September at Quay Arena in Sydney Olympic Park.
VISUAL ARTS
Louise Barbour (Year 7) received an honourable
mention in the 9-12 year old category at the Young
Archie award at the Art Gallery NSW and her work
was on display at the S H Ervin Gallery.

Junior School

Exposure to high levels of participation in physical
activity at the Junior School level is vital in developing
fundamental movement skills and embedding a
passion for sport and exercise. At Abbotsleigh,
emphasis is placed on developing these movement
skills from a young age in a fun and inclusive
environment. This approach lays the foundations
for our girls to master more complex skills and apply
them in competitive sport situations.
We are delighted with the increased levels of
participation in both the IPSHA Saturday Sport
program for girls in Years 4-6 and our Year 3
Saturday Sport program. To see so many girls
engaging in team activities has been impressive
and allowed for excellent outcomes to be achieved.
With sedentary activities becoming easier and often
more attractive to children, this commitment to physical
activity and fun in PE and Saturday Sport at the Junior
School level increases our girls’ intrinsic enjoyment of
movement and fosters a lifelong love of sport.
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ATHLETICS

REPRESENTED AT CIS

REPRESENTED AT IPSHA

Kate Atkinson, Elizabeth Bailey, Mackenzie Luu, Skye
Pullen, Imogen Robertson, Margot Story, Kiera Yerbury

Reanne Alwis, Elizabeth Bailey, Grace Black, Sophia
Bradford, Estella Cameron, Elanor Carter, Chloe
Chakrabarti, Estelle Chua, Michaela Couper, Sophie
Driscoll, Imaya Geevasinga, Harriet Kaan, Juliet Lim,
Mackenzie Luu, Sarah Magnussen, Charlotte Panikian,
Chloe Pearce, Gabriella Popescu, Skye Pullen,
Evita Saravanja, Summer Sivaraj, Eleanor Smith,
Estella Tran, Veronica Wade, Sophie Watson, Shalisa
Wijeyawardena, Emily Winslade, Kiera Yerbury
REPRESENTED AT CIS
Sophia Bradford, Chloe Chakrabarti, Summer Sivaraj,
Veronica Wade, Kiera Yerbury
REPRESENTED AT PSSA
Sophia Bradford

CRICKET
REPRESENTED AT PSSA

DIVING
REPRESENTED AT IPSHA
Elsa Bowen, Alexandra Cuthell, Charlotte Horbach,
Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan, Bonnie McInerney,
Alexandra Moore, Chloe Pearce, Sara Shah, Rachel Yoon
REPRESENTED AT CIS
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan,
Bonnie Mcinerney, Alexandra Moore
REPRESENTED AT PSSA
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan,
Bonnie Mcinerney
REPRESENTED AT SSA
Charlotte Horbach, Sophia Horbach, Harriet Kaan,
Bonnie Mcinerney

Eleanor Smith

EQUESTRIAN

CROSS COUNTRY

Charlize Mackie

REPRESENTED AT IPSHA
Kate Atkinson, Elizabeth Bailey, Amelia Bassett,
Xanthe Beletich, Grace Black, Kaitlyn Blair, Aurora
Caie, Estella Cameron, Isabel Chan, Harriet Chang,
Alexandra Cuthell, Genevieve Doran, Ane-Lei Elias,
Jessica Gunning, Juliet Henderson, Sarah HooperMitchell, Amber Johnson, Harriet Kaan, Selene Lee,
Gemma Leonardi, Iris Li, Juliet Lim, Scarlett Low,
Mackenzie Luu, Abigail Ly, Katherine Ly,
Jacinta Mak, Margaritte McKeown, Meera
Nirmalendran, Phoebe Peng, Charlotte Pullen,
Skye Pullen, Imogen Robertson, Margot Story,
Natasha Ton, Veronica Wade, Annabelle Wallich,
Sarah Wang, Kiera Yerbury, Millie Young
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FOOTBALL
REPRESENTED AT PSSA
Estella Cameron

GYMNASTICS
IPSHA ARTISTIC TEAM
Hannah Angus, Laura Bogdanovic, Aurora Caie, Julia
Cameron, Ashley Chan, Sophie Choi, Alice Citer,
Alexandra Cuthell, Jennifer Ding, Katherine Gooden,
Harriet Kaan, Amber Liou, Phoebe Lim, Alisha Ly,
Madeleine Ly, Charlize Mackie, Bonnie McInerney,
Alexandra Moore, Antonia Morgan, Zara Nguyen,
Charlotte Parasyn, Sarah Richardson, Sara Shah,
Estella Tran, Nichola Whitlocke-Jones, Natalie Wong,
Annabel Woo, Rachel Yoon
IPSHA RHYTHMIC TEAM
Kaitlyn Blair, Chloe Chen, Joselyn Cheung, Serena Chi,
Sophia Chi, Vivian Chi, Nicole Gabonian, Nicole Gunn,
Natasha Horner, Leanne Huang, Tian Jiang, Lauren
Kam, Rachel Kim, Selene Lee, Amber Liou, Charlize
Mackie, Aria Niles, Ria Pal, Fern Ryan, Ishana Saha,
Misha Vasfi, Sarah Wang, Sophie Watson, Tasha Wong,
Corinne Zhou, Olina Zhou

SNOWSPORTS
REPRESENTED AT REGIONALS
Amanda Allsop, Melanie Allsop, Amelia Bassett, Lara
Bentley, Evelyn Cooksley, Kiera Finnerty, Alexa Garcia,
Eloise Gavagna, Allison Giang, Alice Harrington,
Hannah Khoury, Rachel Kim, Amber Liou, Charlize
Mackie, Eva Pham, Nava Salahi, Summer Sivaraj,
Abbey Taylor, Hannah Tsai, Lillian Wastell, Sophie
Watson, Emma Wong, Fiona Yan, Alma Zentner-Pitman
REPRESENTED AT STATE
Amanda Allsop, Melanie Allsop, Amelia Bassett,
Eloise Gavagna, Allison Giang, Alice Harrington,
Rachel Kim, Charlize Mackie, Nava Salahi,
Summer Sivaraj, Lillian Wastell, Sophie Watson,
Alma Zentner-Pitman
REPRESENTED AT NATIONALS
Sophie Watson

SOFTBALL
REPRESENTED AT PSSA
Charlotte Doyle, Anika Pincott

SWIMMING
REPRESENTED AT IPSHA
Imogen Beletich, Grace Black, Genevieve Doran,
Angelina Gong, Alice Harrington, Charlotte Horbach,
Sophia Horbach, Jasmine Kamil, Ria Kim, Selene
Lee, Laeticia Lin, Jacinta Mak, Renee Ng, Annabelle
O’Hara, Margot Story, Jazarah Tambyrajah, Veronica
Wade, Isabelle Wong
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Senior School
Sport at Abbotsleigh in 2018 took a path of growth,
development and strength. We introduced some new
sports and staff members, grew some of our smaller
activities and focused on strengthening some of our
larger, more traditional sports.
In Term 1, AFL was added as a Saturday afternoon
sport, as was Rugby 7s in Term 3. Both sports were
embraced by several girls in Years 7 to 11. The 14s
Rugby 7s team came away from their competition
with the Most Improved Trophy - it was certainly
very well deserved!
In April, a team of six Abbotsleigh runners competed
in Paris at the World Schools Cross Country
Championships, having qualified last year. The
girls ran amazingly well, coming second only to
Morocco in the race for the title of Champion School.
Congratulations also to our school Cross Country team
for winning the IGSSA Competition in May, just seven
points ahead of Pymble Ladies College but 354 points
ahead of Loreto Normanhurst who came third.
Sport Aerobics is going from strength to strength, with
65 girls competing at this year’s State Championships
as either a pair, trio or group. Several girls ‘Dared to
Grow’ and took home 17 medals, making Abbotsleigh

the Overall Champion School for 2018! Thirty-nine
girls then travelled to the National Championships,
which were held on the Gold Coast in September. This
was our biggest group ever at this event, with seven
girls returning as National Champions!
Snow Sports is another growing sport at Abbotsleigh.
From only 10 competitors five years ago, we had 24
girls attend Regionals this year, with 19 qualifying
for State and 12 going on to Nationals. Abbotsleigh
was represented in every skiing division this year; a
phenomenal achievement in itself.
Badminton too continues to grow, with 43 teams in
this year’s Term 1 competition. Once again, our Senior
Firsts took out the S01 title with no sign of slowing
down in the future, just like our Touch Football Firsts
who reclaimed the S01 trophy in Term 4 for the seventh
year in a row.
Hockey is getting stronger every year, with 12 out
of 15 teams making semis this year. We were especially
excited to see our Firsts claim the title of S01 Minor
Premiers after the round games; a feat not seen
since 2003!
With so many girls trying new things and pushing
themselves out of their comfort zones, sport at
Abbotsleigh looks set to be strong for many years
to come.

ABBOTSLEIGH TEAM SPORTS
TERM 4 2017 TO TERM 3 2018
Sport

Number of teams

Semi-finalists

Grand finalists

Premiers

Badminton

43

24

13

9 – Teams 1, 9, 18, 23 (J01), 26, 33,
36, 39, 43

Basketball

28

14*

9**

7 – Teams 8, 10, 14, 15, 21, 22, 23

Football

17

12*

6**

1 – Team 8

Hockey

15

12

6

4 – Teams 2, 9, 10, 11

Netball

30

20

10

5 – Teams 9, 10, 20, 21, 23

Softball

15

11

8

6 – Teams 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14

Tennis

32

10*

2

1 – Team 30

Touch football

25

14*

7**

5 – Teams 1, 2, 11 (J01), 13, 19

Water polo

7

*

nil

nil

* No semis – teams came in top four in a 'first past the post' season or playoff season
** No finals – teams came in top two in a 'first past the post' season
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SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT RESULTS
Overall results in major IGSSA carnivals and tournaments in 2018
IGSSA carnivals are contested by up to 27 schools

Sport

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Athletics

Pymble Ladies'
College

Abbotsleigh

Roseville

PLC Sydney

Ravenswood

Cross
country

Abbotsleigh

Pymble Ladies'
College

Loreto
Normanhurst

Ravenswood

Ascham

Diving

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Meriden

MLC

Gymnastics

PLC Sydney

Pymble Ladies'
College

Ravenswood

MLC

Abbotsleigh

Swimming

Pymble Ladies'
College

PLC Sydney

Abbotsleigh

Ravenswood

Loreto Normanhurst

Tildesley
Tennis

Meriden

Queenwood

Frensham

St Catherine's

Abbotsleigh

SENIOR SCHOOL
REPRESENATIVE HONOURS
IGSSA CHAMPIONS
First placegetters at IGSSA carnivals
ATHLETICS
17 yrs long jump Charlotte Banks; 14 yrs 100 m and
200 m Georgia Fichardt; intermediate 1500 m
Nicola Hogg; 18 yrs 800 m (record) and snr 1500 m
Sarah McDermott
CROSS COUNTRY

Rebecca St Vincent; Snr 4 x 50 m freestyle relay
(record) Sophie de Salis, Emily Ong, Natasha
Ramsden, Jaimey Yeats, (heat – Annabelle Andrew,
Arizona Staley)
IGSSA REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS
Girls who were chosen to represent IGSSA and went
on to compete at NSWCIS

15 yrs 4 km individual and team Hannah Cerezo;
15 yrs team Annabel Magnussen, Holly Nelson;
16 yrs 4 km individual and team Rosie Fordham;
16 yrs team Pascale La Hei, Jessica Nagy; 17 yrs
4 km individual and team Abbey Rockliff; 17 yrs
team Claudia Flanery, Olivia Hogg; 18 yrs 6 km
individual and team Sarah McDermott; 18 yrs
team Annabelle Andrew, Sarah Reece

ATHLETICS

GYMNASTICS

Open Taryn Mahoney

Level 10 open hoop Charlotte Wong

CIS Champions School Cup Serena Chedid, Renee
Crofts, Ashleigh Donoghue, Eliza Fagan, Karina Green,
Taryn Mahoney, Jessica Nagy, Emily Ong, Olivia Steer,
Ella Turner

SWIMMING
15 yrs 50 m freestyle (record) Holly Nelson; 17 yrs
50 m freestyle (record), 17 yrs 50 m butterfly
(record), snr 100 m freestyle (record) Natasha
Ramsden; 18 yrs 50 m backstroke Emily Ong; 16 yrs
50 m breaststroke, 16 yrs 50 m butterfly

Charlotte Banks, Eva Bates, Lucinda Bray, Xanthe
Cogan, Georgia Fichardt, Julia Kelland, Pascale
La Hei, Alice MacNamara, Annabel Magnussen,
Mia Navratil, Alyssa Playford, Samantha Ramsden,
Isabella Rudolph, Adelaide Sylvester
BASKETBALL

CROSS COUNTRY
Monique Batuwitage, Lucinda Bray, Hannah Cerezo,
Xanthe Cogan, Claudia Flanery, Rosie Fordham,
Olivia Hogg, Pascale La Hei, Annabel Magnussen,
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Merit Team (RG) Olivia Hills, Charlotte Wong

(record) 15 yrs 50 m butterfly, inter 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Holly Nelson; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Georgia O’Connor; 17 yrs 50 m backstroke
(record), snr 4 x 50 m freestyle relay (record) and
4 x 50 m medley relay (record) Emily Ong; 17 yrs 50 m
freestyle (record), 17 yrs 100 m freestyle (record),
17 yrs 50 m butterfly (record), snr 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay (record) and 4 x 50 m medley relay (record)
Natasha Ramsden; 16 yrs 50 m butterfly, intermediate
100 m butterfly (record) and inter 4 x 50 m freestyle
relay Rebecca St Vincent; snr 4 x 50 m freestyle relay
(record) and 4 x 50 m medley relay (record) Imogen
Thackrey; intermediate 4 x 50 m freestyle relay
Annika Tonuri; snr 4 x 50 m freestyle relay (record)
Jaimey Yeats

HOCKEY

TOUCH FOOTBALL

Open Georgia Graham, Alexandra Hofman, Alice Madew
U16s Kira Owens

Under 16 Clementine Flanery, Madeleine McDonell,
Jemma Tran

NETBALL

NSWCIS representative teams

Elyana Moonen, Jessica Nagy, Holly Nelson,
Olivia Oakeshott, Abbey Rockliff, Adelaide Taylor,
Jemma Tran, Taya Yerbury
DIVING
Poppy Andrew, Angelina Cheung, Jasmin Foster,
Arienna Grebert, Isabel Stammers
FOOTBALL
Clementine Hobill Cole (Barbarians side at
NSWCIS tournament)
GYMNASTICS

Caitlin Oschadleus (Interstate Challenge)
SWIMMING
Talia Allsop, Sophie de Salis, Jasmin Foster, Cameron
Graham, Samuela Keum, Lindsey Kim, Holly Nelson,
Georgia O'Connor, Emily Ong, Natasha Ramsden,
Rebecca St Vincent, Arizona Staley, Imogen Thackrey,
Annika Tonuri, Jaimey Yeats
TOUCH FOOTBALL
Open Jessica Nagy, Emily Phelps, Olivia Steer,
Adelaide Sylvester
Under 16 Clementine Flanery, Madeleine McDonell,
Jemma Tran

Girls who were chosen to represent CIS and went on
to compete at NSW All Schools
ATHLETICS
Merit team Charlotte Banks, Eva Bates,
Lucinda Bray, Xanthe Cogan, Georgia Fichardt,
Pascale La Hei, Annabel Magnussen,
Isabella Rudolph, Adelaide Sylvester
CROSS COUNTRY
Hannah Cerezo, Xanthe Cogan, Rosie Fordham,
Olivia Hogg, Annabel Magnussen, Elyana Moonen,
Jessica Nagy, Abbey Rockliff
DIVING

NSWCIS Champions

Angelina Cheung, Jasmin Foster, Arienna Grebert

First place getters at NSWCIS carnival

HOCKEY

ATHLETICS

Open Georgia Graham

13 yrs 80 m hurdles Eva Bates; 14 yrs 90 m hurdles,
14 yrs 100 m and 14 yrs 200 m Georgia Fichardt;
15 yrs 400 m Annabel Magnussen, 17 yrs high jump
Isabella Rudolph

SWIMMING

CROSS COUNTRY
15 yrs Hannah Cerezo, 16 yrs Rosie Fordham,
17 yrs Abbey Rockliff

Talia Allsop, Sophie de Salis, Jasmin Foster,
Lindsey Kim, Holly Nelson, Georgia O'Connor,
Emily Ong, Natasha Ramsden, Rebecca St Vincent,
Arizona Staley, Annika Tonuri, Jaimey Yeats
TOUCH FOOTBALL

HOCKEY

Open Olivia Steer
U16 Jemma Tran

Open Georgia Graham, Alexandra Hofman,
Alice Madew
U16 Kira Owens

NSW All Schools champions

SWIMMING
Snr 4 x 50 m medley relay (record) Sophie de Salis;
15 yrs 50 m freestyle (record), 15 yrs 100 m freestyle

First placegetters at NSW All Schools carnivals
ATHLETICS
15 yrs 2000 m steeplechase Hannah Cerezo; 15 yrs
1500 m Nicola Hogg
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CROSS COUNTRY

SWIMMING

17 yrs Abbey Rockliff

Holly Nelson, Emily Ong, Rebecca St Vincent
Adelaide, 2017 – Pacific School Games
Hobart, 2018 – School Sport Australia

SWIMMING
Open 4 x 50 m medley relay Sophie de Salis; 15 yrs 50
m freestyle, 15-16 yrs 4 x 50 m freestyle relay, open
4 x 50 m medley relay Holly Nelson; 15-16 yrs 4 x 50
m freestyle relay Georgia O’Connor; 17 yrs and over
50 m backstroke, open 4 x 50 m freestyle relay, open
4 x 50 m medley relay Emily Ong; 17 yrs and over 50
m freestyle, 50 m butterfly (record), 100 m freestyle
(record), open 4 x 50 m freestyle relay, open 4 x 50 m
medley relay Natasha Ramsden; 16 yrs 50 m butterfly,
15-16 yrs 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Rebecca St Vincent;
open 4 x 50 m freestyle relay Arizona Staley; 15-16 yrs
4 x 50 m freestyle relay Annika Tonuri; open 4 x 50 m
freestyle relay Jaimey Yeats

NSW All Schools representative teams
Girls who were selected to represent NSW and went
on to compete at SSA events
ATHLETICS (2017)
Sarah McDermott, Abbey Rockliff, Isabella Rudolph

SSA champions
First placegetters at a School Sport Australia carnival
ATHLETICS (DEC 2017)
U18 yrs 1500 m Sarah McDermott
SWIMMING
inter 4 x 50 m medley relay (NSW A Team)
Rebecca St Vincent

World Schools Championships
Cross Country (Paris, France) – 2nd place
Hannah Cerezo
Rosie Fordham – 12th individually
Olivia Hogg
Annabel Magnussen
Sarah McDermott – 4th individually
Abbey Rockliff – 1st individually

DIVING
Arienna Grebert

Staff achievements
MUSIC
Likewise our teachers continue to represent
Abbotsleigh at the highest level of Australian music
with Ms Tonya Lemoh (Abbotsleigh accompanist)
releasing the critically acclaimed album ‘The Golden
Age’ under the Danacord label and Mr Harry Sdraulig
(Composer In Residence) selected as the 2018
featured Australian artist for Tasmanian Symphony
Orchestra (with three major commissioned works
played in their concert series) as well as a major
commission from Musica Viva Australia for the 2018
Huntington Festival.
THOSE WHO ARE RETIRING
Rochelle Wiley our much-loved Head of Boarding
retired at the end of Term 1 this year. Rochelle came
to Abbotsleigh in 1999 as Dean of Middle School. Five
years later, after doing an outstanding job in that role,
Rochelle was appointed Head of Boarding, a role she
fulfilled with vision, verve and distinction for 13 years.
Under Rochelle, boarding at Abbotsleigh flourished.
Wheeldon House was built and opened, other
boarding houses were refurbished, organisational
changes were introduced, and new wellbeing programs

were launched. Rochelle’s wisdom, warmth, wonderful
sense of humour and exceptional care of the girls and
staff under her care have been second-to-none and
she is certainly sorely missed.
Helen Dakin, English teacher and Year Coordinator
extraordinaire is retiring after 41 years of outstanding
service to the girls and staff at Abbotsleigh.
Passionate about English literature, those girls
fortunate enough to have had Helen as their
English teacher have been inspired by her deeply
philosophical approach and they, in turn, have also
developed a great love of English literature. During
her long and committed service to educating young
women, Helen has contributed in a wide array of
activities and assumed extra responsibilities capably
and with goodwill. Helen has provided wise counsel to
students, teachers and other colleagues over the years
and has been a model of Christian faith, dedication
and loyalty to those who have worked with her. We
extend our best wishes to Helen as she begins her
new adventures travelling and spending time with her
beautiful family.

Gill Glen, our much-loved Junior School French
teacher and KLA Coordinator is retiring after 16
years of amazing dedication to our girls and staff
in the Junior School. Literally hundreds of children
have developed a lifelong passion for French as a
result of Gill’s fine teaching. Highly professional and
with a ‘can do’ attitude, Gill will be remembered for
her genuine care, tremendous skill and loyalty to
the children, staff and school. We wish Gill every
happiness as she, too, embarks on new adventures
in the next chapter of her life.
Valerie Williams is retiring from the Assistant
Chaplain role in the Junior School after six years
of dedicated service. Valerie has been a strongly
committed staff member and consistently
demonstrated her faith through her inspiring chapel
services, wonderful classroom lessons and deep sense
of social justice. We wish Valerie every blessing for a
long and very happy retirement.
Pam Carter retired from her role as Assistant to
the Registrar after 21 years of dedicated, loyal and
tremendous hard work. Pam’s commitment, care for
others and her encyclopaedic knowledge of all things
Abbotsleigh have ensured the smooth running of the
enrolment process over many years. Pam’s humility and
very strong work ethic are certainly missed. We wish
Pam every happiness and a long and healthy retirement.
Alison Binfield retired from Student Administration
Office after 18 years of exceptional service to
the girls and staff. Highly creative, Ali developed
wonderful programs and her positive relationships
with the girls were characterised with good humour
and compassion. We are very grateful for Ali’s
commitment to Abbotsleigh and wish her every
happiness in her retirement.
Sabine Fontana has been a remarkable Fashion and
Design Tutor and TAS Assistant for the past 17 years.
Many have been inspired by her knowledge and talent,
and her care of and dedication to our girls have been
outstanding. We wish Sabine health and happiness in
her retirement.
Liz Hearne has been a highly valued member of
our Uniform Shop for the past 14 years. She will be
remembered as a personable, helpful and polite team
member who helped parents in uniform selections to
make girls look their best. We hope Liz has a long and
happy retirement.
Louise Simpson also retired from the Student
Administration team after 14 years of dedicated
service. Louise was a valued team member who
worked very closely with staff and girls. We wish
Louise all the best for her future endeavours.

CONGRATULATIONS
Linda Emms commenced as Head of Curriculum and
TAS teacher in 2014. She has been instrumental in
addressing challenges in curriculum development and
demonstrated strong commitment to students and
staff. Linda has been a hardworking and positive team
member and we congratulate her on being promoted
to the position of Director of Learning K-12 at MLC.
Sheri Upasari is a warm hearted, compassionate and
supportive History teacher, Year 9 Coordinator and
Boarding Coordinator. Since commencing in 2006,
Sheri has developed into an exceptional educator with a
high focus on the individual needs of her students. She
will be remembered as wonderful and delightful team
player. We congratulate Sheri on her appointment as
Head of HSIE to St Hilda’s School, Queensland.
James Mulhall is congratulated on his promotion as
Head of History at Scots College. Since commencing
in 2010 James has proven to be a highly professional
and effective teacher, an inspiring Year Coordinator
and a supportive colleague. James has been highly
involved in the co-curricular life of the School and he
has always been willing to go above and beyond for
the girls and staff at Abbotsleigh.
Michele Scott has moved to the position as Director
of P-2 and Science Teacher at Grammar after seven
and a half years’ service at Abbotsleigh. Michele has
been a personable and warm member of staff, much
loved by her students.
Lynda Palmer is congratulated on being appointed
Chief of Staff at the Australian Property Institute.
Lynda has been a loyal Executive Assistant to both
Judy Poole and Megan Krimmer over the past 10 years
and her expertise as well as her wisdom, warmth and
consideration when dealing with Council members,
staff, girls and parents have been superb. Lynda was
an active participant in Abbotsleigh activities and was
always willing to go the extra mile.
We wish Linda, Sheri, James, Michele and Lynda every
success and happiness in their new roles.
We also farewelled Sue Krust devoted Junior School
Librarian after many years of dedicated service to our
girls and staff. Sue was instrumental in imparting a
love of literature to our Junior School girls and has
moved to a part time role at Wenona; Head of Visual
Arts Brigiat Maltese who has moved to work as the
ARTExpress Coordinator with NESA; Heleen Fourie
our Old Girls Relations Manager who has cared for the
Abbotsleigh Old Girls since January 2012; and Vince
Sammut, who has been part of the cleaning team
since 2010.
We will certainly miss these highly valued staff
members and we wish them every success and
happiness in their future endeavours.
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