Marian Clarke
Society

Bequests to
Abbotsleigh

Investing in future generations
Leaving a gift in your will is a very
personal decision but is one that will
make a positive impact on the next
generation.
The Abbotsleigh Foundation invests
testimonial gifts prudently and ensures
the utmost level of care, sensitivity and
respect for your wishes.
Every gift makes a difference.

Membership of the
Marian Clarke Society
The Marian Clarke Society is an initiative
of the Abbotsleigh Foundation that
acknowledges and celebrates, during
their lifetime, the generosity of those
who have notified us that they are
leaving a gift in their will to Abbotsleigh.
Bequests to Abbotsleigh are given with
much thought and consideration and
are accepted with appreciation and
affection by the School. Every person
who notifies the School of a gift in
their will is eligible to join the Marian
Clarke Society and is warmly invited to
attend the Society’s annual High Tea at
the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery in
Vindin House.

Bequests
How do I make a gift in my will?
A will is a legal document that sets out how you want your assets
to be distributed when you die.
A bequest is the name for a gift made in your will to express your
support for a cause or organisation that is important to you.
Wills must be signed and witnessed to be legally valid and it is
prudent to receive legal advice when making or changing a will.
Legal advice will ensure you describe the charity correctly and
that your loved ones are also properly looked after.
Bequests can also be made using a codicil to a will; this is a
separate document in which you make a change to your will.
A codicil also needs to be signed and witnessed properly and it
is prudent to receive legal advice when making a codicil.
What kinds of gifts may be made?
You may choose to make:
-

A specific gift: this might be a specific sum of 		
money, real estate, or property such as shares,
jewellery, art or antiques;

-

A percentage gift: leaving a certain percentage of 		
your estate;

-

A whole of estate gift;

-

A residual gift: this is what is left in your estate 		
after all other gifts and costs have been deducted.

Respecting my wishes
You may specify your wish to support
a particular cause, for example,
a needs-based scholarship for an
Indigenous student. Instead you may
wish to allow the Headmistress and
the Abbotsleigh Foundation to use
discretion in allocating your bequest
to where it is most needed.
We invite you to contact the Director
of Development to ensure that your
gift is worded in a way that will
ensure that its use by the School is
what you intend.
Do I have to inform Abbotsleigh of a gift
in my will?
There is no legal requirement to inform
the School of your bequest; however,
we appreciate receiving the information
as it gives us an opportunity to say
thank you. In all cases, confidentiality
is respected.

Marian Clarke
Abbotsleigh’s founder and first Headmistress, Marian
Clarke, fostered a vision in 1885 which still holds true
today: empowering young women with education to
change the world in which they live.
Abbotsleigh has always been a leader in girls’ education.
Marian Clarke built the School on pillars of academic
excellence including non-traditional subjects and
physical education.
Marian Clarke’s focus on a thorough, all-round
education and her encouragement of students in
charitable work was the forebear of Abbotsleigh’s
strong Service-Learning program and excellent
academic results.
Your bequest is a gift to future generations; continuing
the philanthropic vision of those like Marian Clarke.

“The ideals set before the girls are
of faithful earnest work, of truth in
word and deed, of loyalty and of
unselfish service”.
First edition of The Weaver 1914

Marian Clarke Society
bequest notification

Marian Clarke Society bequest notification
For the attention of the Director of Development
Abbotsleigh Foundation
Locked Bag 1666
Wahroonga NSW 2067
Email: vignandoy@abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au
Phone: 02 9473 7737
 I would like to discuss making a gift in my will to 		
Abbotsleigh and/or receive further information
 I would like to advise that I have made a gift in my will
to Abbotsleigh
 I will send a copy of an extract of my will confirming the
details of my gift, or I will send a letter from my solicitor
confirming the details of my gift (optional)
Name.......................................................................................
Name at school (if applicable)...............................................
Year of leaving Abbotsleigh (if applicable).............................
Address....................................................................................
.................................................................................................
Phone (h).................................................................................
(mobile)....................................................................................
Email........................................................................................
Signature.................................................................................
Date..........................................................................................
Tick box if applicable
 I do not wish to be a member of the Marian Clarke 		
Society or invited to Marian Clark Society events.

