A message from
the Headmistress

As I enjoy my last year
at Abbotsleigh before
retirement, I am reflecting on
our wonderful community of
parents, Old Girls, students
and staff. The School is
in a strong position with
excellent academic results,
outstanding teachers and an
environment where students
have a sense of excitement
as they engage in learning.
Our Annual Appeal asks
you to join everyone in our
community in making a
gift so we can collectively
enhance and elevate the
education of girls.

I am deeply committed to
the sustainability of our
Indigenous scholarships
and passionate about the
impact we can all make
on this program every year
through philanthropy.
You may prefer making a
gift that benefits all girls
such as to our Literary
Festival program through
our Library Fund or state
of the art facilities through
our Building Fund.

I would be grateful if you
would join me and others
in making a tax deductible
gift towards our scholarships
This year, you might consider or other programs.
making a gift that helps
our Indigenous scholars
or our Kathleen McCredie
scholars, girls who would not
otherwise have experienced
Judith Poole
an Abbotsleigh education.
Headmistress

Education can overcome
disadvantage
Originally from the small country town of
Warren, Mahlia Peachey says that when she
was offered a scholarship at Abbotsleigh at
the age of 12, she knew that it would bring a
major change.
Mahlia graduated in 2015, is having a gap year
and will study social work in 2017.

I am very grateful to Abbotsleigh. I have made lifelong
friends and have had the opportunity of an excellent
education. I aspire to help young Indigenous children
who were once like me, being disadvantaged in one
way or another, to have a brighter future.
The Foundation has offered means-tested scholarships
for 40 years. With philanthropic support and investment,
our aim is to support more means-tested scholarships

Abbotsleigh's Indigenous
scholars
Our Indigenous girls are motivated students who enrich
our School's community at the same time as benefiting
from the care and commitment of our boarding and
teaching staff.
Rochelle Wiley, Head of Boarding

■■ Abbotsleigh is currently educating 12 Indigenous 		
scholars and has offered these scholarships 		
since 2008
■■ Indigenous scholarships have been supported by 		
Abbotsleigh, the Abbotsleigh Foundation
Scholarship Fund, Yalari organisation and Abbstudy

In honour of
Kathleen McCredie AM
Maryanne Gold was the first Kathleen McCredie
Scholar. She completed a double degree in
accounting and law at UTS, and is working at
Telstra as a Senior Commercial Strategy Manager.		
		

■■ The Kathleen McCredie Scholarship Fund was
initiated through a generous gift from the 		
Abbotsleigh Old Girls’ Union and is offered every
three years
■■ This scholarship is means-tested and supports
full tuition from Years 10-12

When I arrived at Abbotsleigh, it was more like
becoming part of a family than simply attending
school. I relished all of my time here and took
part in debating, sport and accelerated my maths
and science subjects so that I could fit more in.
My experiences at Abbotsleigh not only afforded
me a fantastic education but, more importantly,
I became part of a community of vibrant,
intelligent and strong women.

Literature, research and
technological access
Our Betty Archdale and Palmer libraries are stimulating
learning environments that are treasured by our girls.
The biennial Literary Festival is supported by the
Abbotsleigh Foundation Library Fund and gives
our students access to author talks and enriching
workshops to enhance their learning and love
of literature.

■■ Abbotsleigh’s libraries were honoured with
recognition on the 2015 Australian Great
School Libraries list
■■ Our virtual library services are also 		
available 24/7 with databases providing 		
access to encyclopaedias, journal and
newspaper articles, e-books and audio books

Learning spaces for all ages
Abbotsleigh aims to provide the most
appropriate facilities to meet the learning
needs of all students. The facilities in use
today are testament to the philanthropy of
previous generations and, with your help,
we can continue to offer girls unparalleled
opportunities across the curriculum.

■■ The new Sports Precinct, the school libraries
and the Infants wing are examples of building 		
projects supported by the Abbotsleigh 			
Foundation Building Fund and made
possible by philanthropy
■■ 2016 will see a flexible outdoor playing area 		
for sports in the Junior School and two 			
'makerspace' facilities in the Junior and
Senior schools

Abbotsleigh Foundation
membership
A gift of $500 or more to the Foundation entitles
you to apply for membership. Please make
any membership enquiries via Danielle Cotter,
Development Manager

1666 Pacific Highway
(Cnr Ada Avenue)
Wahroonga NSW 2076
Telephone + 61 2 9473 7738
Facsimile + 61 2 9473 7680
Postal Address
Locked Bag 1666
Wahroonga NSW 2076
ABN 46 001 333 124
www.abbotsleigh.nsw.edu.au

Celebrating 40 years of the Foundation

