Junior School

Research and
external professional
learning ensures our
teachers have a broad
range of strategies
and practices to
meet the diverse
learning needs of
all our students.

Kindergarten. The girls develop scientific method and thinking, but
more importantly, confidence and enjoyment in scientific pursuit.
Lessons take place in our dedicated science room.

Information technology

In Years 1 and 2, there are 22 girls in each class. In Years 3-6,
there are 25 students in each class.

Our Languages program

In Years 5 and 6, there are two graded classes and two
enrichment classes.

Our Music program
Music specialists teach the girls throughout the week to develop
their innate musicality and an appreciation of the performing arts.

Each Junior School girl benefits
from our:
■	State of the art learning spaces
■	Small class sizes and collaborative
teaching
■	Warm Christian environment,
emphasising Academic Care
■ Challenge by choice opportunities
that build resilience and
independence
■ Appreciation of cultural diversity
■ C
 limate of discovery and inquiry
based learning
■ D
 ifferentiated curriculum tailored for
individual learning needs

OUR CURRICULUM
Our differentiated programs
Research and external professional
learning ensures our teachers have a
broad range of strategies and practices
to meet the learning needs of all our
students. Specific training and emphasis
is given to gifted education.
All students are individually assessed to
ensure we have a full picture of their levels
of achievement and potential

to learn. Such a clear picture of the
student’s needs enables the teacher
to facilitate learning programs that are
challenging, extending and rewarding
for each girl. Particular attention is
given to ensuring that critical and
creative thinking, problem solving and
research skills are developed. Students
are encouraged to become responsible,
successful learners who seek to make
sense of, and a contribution to, the world
in which we live.
Working alongside classroom teachers,
the Literacy specialists and teachers’
assistants give special attention to
learning needs, challenging girls to
reach for new horizons and opportunities
to excel.
Our Mathematics specialist works
with girls and classroom teachers
to engender a love of mathematics.
Through a narrative approach and the
teaching of mathematical concepts,
the girls develop strong problem solving
skills and a passion for inquiry.

What are the class sizes?
Transition and Kindergarten have 20 girls in each class.

Ready access to technology is prevalent throughout the Junior
School. Our skilled IT Integrators work to support teachers and
enhance learning opportunities in the classroom. Girls routinely
use a variety of digital media to interact, exhibit and share their
learning. Our Teacher Librarians specialise in developing each
girl’s information literacy and research skills.
Girls begin French from Transition. Lessons occur regularly
throughout the week for all girls, emphasising oral communication
and the fun of working together. In Years 5 and 6 girls take on
the new challenge of learning Chinese (Mandarin). Biennially
we take a student and parent tour to China to enhance cultural
understanding and to visit our sister school in Beijing.

Junior School | Transition to Year 6

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

All girls sing in a choir and in Year 2, they begin a string
instrument and start to play in ensembles. This is furthered in
Year 3 when a broad instrumental program is implemented.
Other instruments are introduced gradually and girls may
be in the Concert Band, Orchestra or any number of smaller
ensembles. The Band and Orchestra enjoy many performance
opportunities. Girls also take turns performing solos or small
group items in assembly each Friday.
Music lessons and ensemble rehearsals are held within
the heritage building of Poole House.

Our PDHPE and sports program
PDHPE specialists emphasise the gross motor skills in the early
years. In Primary, attention is given to developing games skills.
This ensures girls are well prepared for entry to the optional
competitive Saturday sports program from Year 4. Gymnastics,
swimming, athletics and dance are enjoyed by each class
throughout the year.

Are classes streamed?
Not from Transition to Year 4, where ability grouping occurs within
the classroom.

What are the entry points?
Transition, Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5.
Will my daughter automatically proceed to the Senior School?
All our Junior School girls automatically move to places in our
Senior School.
Is there After School Care?
Yes, from 3 pm until 6.30 pm each day. This facility is
supervised by experienced educators who ensure a warm and
welcoming environment, providing homework and fun activity
sessions. Vacation care programs are offered throughout the
year during school holidays.
Is sport compulsory?
All girls are expected to participate, according to the season, in
swimming, cross country and athletics.
The option of taking up competitive sport begins in Year 4.
Options include basketball, hockey, kanga cricket, teeball, minkey,
modball, netball, soccer, softball, tennis and touch football.
Year 3 girls can participate in friendly sport options.
Will my daughter be able to buy nutritious food at the tuckshop?
Yes. Our tuckshop operates under the guidelines of the Healthy
Kids Association. This facility is open each school day with orders
made online.
What is offered in the cocurricular program?

Kindergarten to Year 6 girls enjoy Art lessons with our specialist
Art Teacher in the purpose built art centre. Each year girls engage
with a broad variety of media including paint, textiles, CAD,
ceramics, photography and print making. Art appreciation is
enhanced by regular visits to the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery
located on the Senior School Campus.

Art, Chess and Computer clubs, Crusaders in Primary and Mini
Cru in Infants, da Vinci Decathlon, debating in Year 4, 5 and 6, ICT
Laboratory, K’nex Club, Lego Robotics, Maths Games, Science Club,
Service Group, Tempus and Tournament of Minds. Activity in the
performing arts is greatly valued and well supported at Abbotsleigh.
There are many opportunities each year for girls to participate in an
extensive array of classes including drama, dance, ceramics, tennis
and swimming. The Student Representative Council and Environment
Club meet regularly to provide leadership opportunities and develop
responsible citizenship and sustainable practices.

Sustainability

What scholarships are there for Junior School students?

To grow our girls’ awareness of the environment and their
role in its maintenance, a strong program of environmental
sustainability is embedded. Regular visits to the Abbotsleigh
Centre for Environmental Education (ACEE) are undertaken.

There are several scholarships tenable in our Senior School for
which Year 5 girls are eligible to apply.

The Junior School campus features a large oval, two tennis courts
and a heated swimming pool.

Our Art program

Our Science program

Service-Learning

Our specialist Science Teacher delivers
a rigorous and exciting program based
on experiments and observation from

To make visible our commitment to Christian practices, service
learning projects are embedded into core curriculum in all year
groups. We actively encourage our girls to see themselves as
powerful agents for change.

Can I become involved in the Abbotsleigh community?
The parent community at Abbotsleigh is active, welcoming
and supportive. The Abbotsleigh Parents’ Association and other
support groups meet regularly. Many social opportunities are
created for parents to know each other well. Fundraising is
active and there is a strong tradition of philanthropy within the
parent body.

