School Purpose
Abbotsleigh is an independent Anglican school for girls in the
diocese of Sydney. Each girl is encouraged to develop her
potential in a caring Christian environment by fostering her pursuit
of personal and academic excellence. By providing a broad, well
balanced education the School helps each girl to develop both
independence and interdependence, an appreciation of diversity
and a philosophy of life which will enable her to be a courageous,
constructive and compassionate world citizen with a will to serve.

I like being at a girls’
school because the
girls are nice and
kind and caring
for others.
Jemma, Year 2

Why Abbotsleigh?
Abbotsleigh empowers young women to embrace the world with
confidence, competence and compassion, accepting their responsibility
in creating the future by:
 	
Embracing learning and
engaging in activities with
enthusiasm and focus
Exploring Christianity and
 	
coming to an understanding of
their personal faith
 	
Understanding their
responsibility in the learning
process and contributing to the
community of learners by
supporting others
Demonstrating spirit, inner
 	
strength, resilience, optimism
and independence

 	
Developing critical thinking,
creative problem solving,
improved decision making,
educated risk taking and a
curiosity for continuous learning
Excelling in the performing arts
 	
and sporting arenas by working
together and being respectful
of others
Engaging in leadership and
 	
initiative programs
 	
Making sound choices about
how to share one’s gifts both
within the School and broader
community

Our number
one focus at
Abbotsleigh is
creating the richest
possible learning
environment.

Creating a future
Welcome to the community of
Abbotsleigh and thank you for
your interest in our School. As
you explore our programs, our
philosophy and our passion for
excellence in girls’ education,
may I invite you to come to one
of our school tours to experience
the School in action. We want to
provide as much information as
possible to assist you in making
a considered decision about
the future for your daughter.
Abbotsleigh is a Pre Kindergarten
to Year 12 day and boarding
school for girls, with a reputation
for excellence. In a warm and
caring Christian environment and
through experiential learning,
students develop critical thinking,
problem solving, improved decision
making, educated risk taking and
a curiosity for learning. Leadership
is nurtured at all levels of the
School and character traits such
as inner strength, perseverance,
appreciation of diversity,
compassion and courage are
developed through structured

Academic Care programs. Highly
professional teachers understand
the needs of the whole child
and foster a love of learning.
Our number one focus at
Abbotsleigh is creating the richest
possible learning environment
for the intellectual, emotional,
physical, social and spiritual
development of our learners. We
do this by delivering an engaging
program of discovery, one that
helps students make connections
and build relationships in the
dynamic world in which we live.
This document is a first step in
uncovering the many layers of
school life at Abbotsleigh. Please
enjoy it in conjunction with our
website. It is with great pleasure
that I commend this package of
information to you and your daughter.

Megan Krimmer
Headmistress

Girls can do
anything in a
girls’ school and
are not limited
by stereotypes or
teased about them.
Annabelle, Year 11

Why choose an all girls’ school?
At Abbotsleigh, we believe that
single sex education is more
than separating boys from girls.
As an all girls’ school, we aim to
capitalise on all that is known
in scientific and social research
about the markedly different
ways in which girls learn.
Abbotsleigh is a place where
the education of girls is valued,
teachers are encouraged to
press the boundaries and girls
are excited about their learning.
Our students are encouraged to
take on academic challenges,
express their thoughts and
opinions and participate in
new learning experiences in a
manner that is not encumbered
by stereotypical views.

When learning within an all girls’
school environment, female
role models abound in the form
of teachers, peers and senior
students. Be it speakers, players,
writers, singers, dancers or
athletes, all girls are inspired to
achieve through female mentors.
Abbotsleigh encourages girls
to grow into leaders by creating
leadership opportunities in the
classroom, the science lab, on the
sports field, on the stage and in
all aspects of life at Abbotsleigh.

A girls’ school
is particularly
comforting and
valuable during
times of transition
and decision making.
Amelia, Year 11

Nurturing our students
Academic Care is about the
wellbeing of each and every
student at Abbotsleigh. In both
the Junior and Senior Schools,
staff ensure that programs are
designed to help girls develop
self esteem, competence and
resilience. Class teachers, Tutors
and Year Coordinators work closely
with the School Counsellors and
Executive staff to ensure the
social and emotional development
of the girls is in tandem with
their academic pursuits.
A focus on transition periods with
careful orientation programs and
celebratory events caters to the
developmental needs of the girls.
In the classroom, the diverse
needs of girls are met through rich
and engaging pedagogy and our
vibrant lifelong learning culture.

Abbotsleigh encourages girls
to think critically and respond
ethically to real life situations, to
speak about values and beliefs
and to enact these with respect in
a range of environments. Working
productively with others and taking
the lead are features of our learning
environments. We encourage all
girls to take positive risks and
be open to new challenges.
Our Christian environment teaches
students hope and promise for
tomorrow. Values such as gratitude,
forgiveness and appreciation of
diversity are openly discussed.
Our service work helps students
to look beyond themselves and
grow in compassion for others
while developing an understanding
of their place in the community.

Christian Studies is
great because we
get to learn so much
about the Bible but
we also get to form
our own opinions
about what we learn.
Natalie, Year 9

Spiritual growth
Abbotsleigh is an independent
Anglican school that aims to
support students in a caring
Christian environment. The
girls attend Christian Studies
lessons from Kindergarten
to Year 12 to learn about the
Bible and Christianity so they
can make an informed decision
about their personal faith.
The girls take many opportunities
to ask questions so that they may
develop an accurate understanding
of the Christian faith and to see
how it influences the wider world
as well as them personally. The
girls are prepared for global
political issues and are introduced
to religious diversity by studying
various religions in Year 11.

Attending Chapel services once a
week is an important time for girls
to move aside from the busyness of
school and reflect on the spiritual
side of life. It is a time for the girls
to meet as a larger group, share in
fellowship and spend time in prayer.
Each week, girls of all ages are
able to meet to learn more about
their Christian faith and have
fun and fellowship together. The
Kindergarten to Year 2 group
is called ‘FISH’ and the Years
3-6 and 7-12 groups are called
‘Crusaders’ or ‘Cru’. The girls
sing, pray and hear a short talk
often given by guest speakers
from various organisations.

When you get to
represent your
school for sport, the
spirit is amazing and
you feel proud that
you belong to such a
great school.
Emily, Year 10

Teamwork and physical engagement
There is a team for your daughter
at Abbotsleigh, whatever her level
of sporting prowess. From ‘learn
to…’ programs to elite training
opportunities, girls demonstrate
remarkable performance
levels across a broad range of
sporting endeavour. Whether the
girls are competing in state or
national competitions or simply
having fun in a social team,
they are encouraged to do their
best while building teamwork
and physical coordination.
Across the Junior and Senior
Schools, Abbotsleigh is
represented in the following IPSHA
and IGSSA sports: athletics,
basketball, cross country, diving,
gymnastics, hockey, netball,
soccer, softball, swimming and
tennis. In addition, girls represent
the School and compete in horse
riding, fencing, skiing, taekwondo,
badminton, cricket, sailing and
touch football competitions. Be
it house carnivals for athletics,
cross country or swimming,

or interschool carnivals, the
Abbotsleigh team spirit abounds.
Many resources and facilities
support the girls in their
physical pursuits. Our extensive
playing fields, Aquatic Centre,
tennis courts and indoor
sport facilities are important
learning spaces for our girls.
Abbotsleigh’s outdoor education
programs for Kindergarten through
to Year 12 call extensively upon
the girls’ ability to rely upon each
other. Through bushwalking,
camping, high ropes courses, rock
climbing, canoeing and navigating,
girls are taught responsibility
and the value of working within a
challenge by choice environment.

I love performing –
I get a really good
feeling. At first you
feel nervous but
then it’s great.
Julia, Year 6

Creativity and the performing arts
At Abbotsleigh, the performing arts
are a way to channel and grow the
creative energy that lies within
each individual. From classical
music to modern dance, each girl
is encouraged to express herself
through creative mediums.
Whether a string, woodwind,
vocal or brass instrument is your
daughter’s passion, Abbotsleigh
has an ensemble or performance
group to meet her musical
interests. Class based programs
in the Junior School ensure all
girls play an instrument, sing in a
choir and are involved in making
and appreciating music. The
Senior School music programs
encourage the growth of musical
talent through performance
groups and ensembles.

Creative expression and
imagination are fostered
through our drama programs.
Each year, girls audition for
school productions, showcasing
their talent in both dramatic
performances and musical theatre.
AbbLib, a form of theatresports,
has become a popular event for
girls to test their spontaneity,
teamwork and risk taking skills.
Persuasive speaking and delivery
skills are developed through our
strong debating and public
speaking activities.
Dance transcends the boundaries
of language and culture and girls
from all ages and backgrounds
enthusiastically participate in both
class and co-curricular lessons.
Practice and precision have led
our dance teams to huge success
in various local, national and
international eisteddfods
and showcases.

We don’t just have
to paint with a
brush. We can do all
different and weird
ways of making art.
Charlotte, Year 2

Imagination and expression
An enduring love of art is evident
throughout the School, from the
watercolour collection by our
founding Headmistress, Miss
Marian Clarke, to the work of
our girls within the School and
beyond. From Art programs for
Kindergarten through to the
Year 12 Visual Arts and Design
and Technology exhibitions, girls
of all ages are encouraged to
explore their own imagination
through artistic expression.
Under the careful guidance of
qualified staff, girls are taught to
use all types of media in order to
express their creativity. Traditional
methods of painting and drawing
are interspersed with all the
benefits of modern technology,
including design software and
a state of the art laser cutter.
Photography and digital media
allow students to work with
traditional dark room photography
as well as explore the possibilities
of digital technology. High definition
cameras and software enable

the girls to create layered and
animated works as they explore
the endless dimensions of
contemporary photographic and
video edited art forms. Ceramics
gives girls the opportunity to
investigate subject matter in the
creation of three dimensional
forms. They are taught a repertoire
of techniques and visual devices in
order to give life to their creations.
Abbotsleigh girls can also express
their creativity through fashion
and design, where they are taught
the basics of working to a pattern
through to complex design and
garment assembly. Girls are
encouraged to experiment with
fabrics, trimmings and patterns,
enabling students to put individual
flair into their personal garments.

Being part of
boarding school
means that you get
to live with your
best friends. You
create such good
friendships with the
girls around you, that
you feel more like
sisters than friends.
Alison, Year 11

A commitment to boarders
At Abbotsleigh, we make it our
highest priority to ensure that girls
within the boarding school are
nurtured and supported within a
safe and secure environment. The
boarding school aims to support
the girls as they reach their
academic, social and emotional
potential, helping them to gain
independence and success in a
structured environment based
on mutual respect and the
Christian values of the School.
Abbotsleigh has all the advantages
of a large city school but it is set
on the leafy North Shore, on 15
hectares of land. The School is
located close to the end of the
F3 freeway and 10 minutes’
drive from the end of the M7.
The School has approximately
170 boarders from Years 7 to
12. About 80 per cent of our
boarders come from country and
regional NSW. Our boarders are
an integral part of our school
community, providing diversity and
an added richness to the School.

We acknowledge that it can be a
difficult time for Year 7s to settle
into their new living situation. To
assist the girls through this time
of change, we have developed
the ‘Big Sister Program’ whereby
boarders in Year 12 take on
a ‘little sister’ in Year 7.
While we try to make boarding life
as homely as possibly, we know
that we will never replace parents,
pets and home. To this end the
School allows unlimited access
to parents and family at any time.
Our resident Guide Dog puppy
also brings a family atmosphere
to the boarding school.
New boarders are linked
to a city family, which gives
them a friend close by.

Technology is
handy. Sometimes
when I hand write
something and I have
a really big idea, I
lose the idea half
way through. With
computers, I can
easily jot down a big
idea. Technology is
like a second brain.
Emily, Year 7

Technology and innovation
Information and communications
technology is fundamental
to Abbotsleigh’s operations.
Abbotsleigh uses the latest and
most appropriate technology for
teaching and learning and it also
underpins the diverse operations
of the School. Technology plays
a significant role in supporting
effective communication
and learning experiences.
Abbotsleigh’s portal system
(AbbNet) provides unique
customised content for students,
staff, parents and Old Girls.
Essential tools for students
include curriculum noticeboards,
timetables, calendars, email,
tuckshop ordering, payment
services, class and subject
files, library resources and
software applications.
Each student from Kindergarten
to Year 12 is given an Abbotsleigh
email account, which can be
accessed from any computer
with an internet connection.
The extensive IT Access program
throughout the School ensures
all students have appropriate and
ready access to technology. Girls

from Upper Primary to Year 12
benefit from a one to one laptop
program. Laptops are used as a
learning tool to enhance research,
collaboration and engagement.
In addition, the Virtual Desktop
enables a student to control an
Abbotsleigh computer from home.
Video conferencing solutions
are used throughout the School
and provide unique collaboration
opportunities on local, national
and international scales.
Students and staff have timely and
flexible access to technology from
our adaptable learning spaces with
equipment such as SMARTboards,
wireless networks, data projectors
and industry standard software
applications. Specialist ICT
support staff help integrate
technology into learning activities.
The Parent Portal on AbbNet
provides parents with all aspects
of school news. Parents can
access their daughter’s attendance
records, reports and timetables,
as well as parenting resources.

In order to improve
practice, it is necessary
to collect and analyse
data on methods of
teaching and learning
and behavioural
patterns of students.
Director of Learning
Innovation

Continuous improvement through research
Abbotsleigh supports and
encourages students, members
of staff and external researchers
to engage in valid, ethical and
worthwhile research activities
that hold benefits in areas
relating to teaching and learning
and student wellbeing. The
School also supports highlevel educational research
relating to school policy and/or
practices, program evaluation
and professional development.
This research arm of Abbotsleigh
is called AbbSearch and its focus
is to coordinate the different
types of research conducted
across the School. For our staff,
many of whom hold postgraduate
qualifications, the emphasis
is often on action research. In
order to improve practice, it is
necessary to collect and analyse
data on methods of teaching
and learning and behavioural
patterns of students.

The Abbotsleigh Foundation
also recognises the importance
of research and provides
an annual scholarship for
staff wishing to pursue
educational research relevant
to initiatives at Abbotsleigh.
The students of Abbotsleigh
are always encouraged to
learn about ethical research
methodology and to engage in
research projects. Some do so
as part of their individual subject
curriculum requirements and
others engage in research through
cocurricular avenues. A student
group, Elevate and Immerse,
exists for students to undertake
independent research studies.
External researchers who would
like to undertake primary and/
or secondary data collection
from the School community need
to apply for approval through
the Abbotsleigh Research
and Ethics Committee.

It is vital to learn
about the environment
because our
generation will have
to make important
decisions about
environmental issues.
With awareness
comes passion. You
can’t be passionate
about something you
don’t understand.
Tori, Year 7

Environmental education for a better tomorrow
Abbotsleigh is committed to
sustainable practices and
environmental education is
embedded into the curriculum
from Kindergarten to Year 12. The
Head of Environmental Education
works with teachers and students
across the School to plan and
implement class projects and
experiences rich in value for the
girls. The Abbotsleigh Centre for
Environmental Education (ACEE)
was officially opened in 2011, with
a precinct of green land in the
heart of the Senior School campus.
The ACEE is a designated outdoor
learning space, which provides
students with an opportunity
to explore, observe and study
different environments. The centre
allows hands on experiences in
growing plants, looking after living
things and developing practical
living skills, while promoting
sustainable lifestyle principles and
environmental stewardship within
the School community. The ACEE
also hosts research projects in

Science, Geography and Design
and Technology. Various
environmental student groups
within the School also use
the ACEE as a source of
encouragement and focus.
Features of the ACEE include the
sandstone Blue Gum Cottage,
secret garden, ag plot, remnant
section of Sydney Blue Gum High
forest, animal yards for cattle
and chickens, a food forest,
wetland area and forest gully.
Junior School students use
the ACEE to interact with the
environment in meaningful ways,
including planting, harvesting
and cooking crops those onboard
the First Fleet would have used
and constructing miniature
national parks. While some
Senior School students use the
area for field experiments, other
students have been inspired
in their poetry, creative writing,
artwork and sculptures.

By learning from our
service experiences,
we are taught to listen
to different views
on life. Since being
involved in service
at Abbotsleigh, I
notice more things.
I watch the news
and want to know
what is happening
in my world.
Tess, Year 7

Making a difference with Service-Learning
The Kindergarten to Year 12
Service-Learning program links
specific learning outcomes with
genuine opportunities for service
in the community. The projects
are authentic and implementation
builds understanding. Students
evaluate their projects and reflect
on the impact of the activities
on themselves and others. The
experiential nature of these
activities helps the learners make
connections, often over several
subject areas, deepening their
understanding of the material
and building relationships
with community members.
Teachers encourage critical
and creative thinking in problem
solving solutions with students
and community partners.
Reflection activities can help to
assess students’ understanding,
allowing them a chance to
share their feelings, internalise
new concepts and evaluate
the impact of the activities.

Students also experience ServiceLearning in various activities held
throughout the year, such as Junior
School students linking with a local
nursing home as part of a literary
project exploring generational
relationships. Senior students
participate in the annual ABBOX
of FUN camp for children with a
disability, organised by Abbotsleigh
and Knox in conjunction with the
Sony Foundation. The Applied
Learning Experience in Year 10
allows girls to work collaboratively
by partnering with local, national
and international community
groups to help solve real problems.

The working
environment at
Abbotsleigh, as an
all girls’ school,
is one that creates
no rivalry but
only support and
understanding of
one another.
Mary, Year 11

Networks within our community
When you enrol your daughter at
Abbotsleigh, you join a community.
From the 70 place Early Learning
Centre (welcoming boys and girls
from birth up to the age of five), to
Infants, Primary and our Senior
School, this community has been
built over three centuries and the
relationships within it continue to
remain at the heart of the School.
Belonging to Abbotsleigh is
a lifelong experience for Old
Girls, parents and staff. The
common bond of Abbotsleigh
spans generations, transcends
boundaries of geography and
unites people of like mind.
The bonds are varied – social,
religious, philanthropic – yet the
people of our community share
the same spirit of seeking to
make a difference in the world.
There are opportunities for
parents to become connected
to Abbotsleigh by participating
in activities coordinated by a
variety of parent groups.

Working together and sharing a
common purpose strengthens
our community and contributes
to the culture of learning. Strong
school and parent partnerships
with open communication and
mutual understanding help
provide the best educational
experience for your daughter.
The Abbotsleigh Foundation
ensures the continued growth
and financial security of the
School. Active support from our
community of Old Girls, parents
(current and past) and staff helps
sustain Abbotsleigh’s reputation
for communicating the ideals
of a global outlook, personal
courage and compassionate
Christian service.
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